










STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.
JUNE SESSION, 1878.
MANCHESTER:
JOHN B. CLARKE, STATE PRINTER.
1878.
h/h'




II. Report of the State Treasurer .
III. Report of the Bank Commissioners
IV. Report of the Insurance Commissioner
V. Report of the Railroad Commissioners
VI. Report of the Fish Commissioners
VII. Report of she State Librarian
VIII. Report of the Adjutant-General
IX. Report of the State Prison .
X. Report of the Insane Asylum
XI. Report of the Reform School
XII. Report of the College of Agriculture
XIII. Report of the State Normal School .





















GOVERNOR OF NEW HAMPSHIRE,
TWO BRANCHES OF THE LEGISLATURE,
JUNE SESSION, 1878.
MANCHESTER:




Genllexieii of the Senate and House of Representatives :
After one year of service as chief executive officer of the
state, I again appear liefore tlie legislative branch of the
state government, to subscribe to tlie oaths required by
the constitution and enter again upon the duties of the
office. I will not let this occasion pass without once more
thanking the people of the state for the renewed expression
of their confidence and support, and of pledging to them, a
second time, my purpose to discharge the somewhat com-
plicated and delicate duties of the office to the best of my
ability. During the past year, nothing of an extraordinary
character has transpired within our state limits, to excite
uneasiness among the people or give them ground for com-
plaint. There has been great depression in the different
branches of manufacturing industries ; still the laboring
people and all who have depended largely upon their labor
for support have managed well, exercising care and good
judgment in their expenditures, practicing as well as advo-
cating economy, seeking employment even at reduced rates
of compensation, so that no outbreaks whatever have oc-
curred between the employer and the employed, and the
peace of the state has been undisturbed. That, certainly, is
gratifying. In other states we have witnessed alarming
riots and bloodshed, and almost ungovernable disturbances,
which have resulted in the destruction of property estimated
in value at millions of dollars and the throwing of great
connnunitics into feverish excitement and alarm. Our
([uiet is due in a great degree, no doubt, to the peaceable
und law-abiding character of our population, which is
largely made up of natives of our state, and the absence
from our midst of those worthless characters who will not
work themselves, but are continually, by their noisy ha-
rangues, breeding discontent among those who are willing
to work.
This legislature will be the last to meet under the consti-
tution of 1792. Under that instrument, we have continued
in the successful government of the state for eighty-six
years. We hope our wisdom gained from long experience
has enabled us to form an amended constitution which shall
);e, in all respects, superior to the old one. If we have
failed, we must question our own wisdom and not complain
of the sagacity of the fathers ; but all constitutions must
be tested by experiment, before a fair and impartial judg-
ment can be given.
I now call your attention to such matters as I thought
proper to incorporate in this address, and will first speak of
the financial condition of the state.
FINANCES.
It is the duty of the state to guard sacredly its finances
and meet promptly every just obligation. I am happy to
announce that our financial condition is entirely satisfactory,
and all matters connected with the treasury have been
admirably and accurately managed by your accomplished
treasurer, who will, in his report, give you an explicit and
intelligible exhibit of the financial transactions of the state
during the past year and the condition of the treasury
at the present time. Our credit stands as high as that of
any state in the Union, and our bonds, which have a con-
siderable number of years before maturity, command an
exorbitant premium and are eagerly sought l)y all classes
of investors. All demands upon the treasury have been
promptly met, and one hundred thousand dollars of the
funded debt, which matured on the first day of July, 1877,
has been paid. On the first day of July, 1878, one hundred
and ten thousand dollars more of the funded debt will
mature, and its payment will be promptly met. On the
first day of July, 1879, two hundred and fifty thousand
more will mature, and the same amount on the first day of
July, 1880. The two hundred and fifty thousand dollars
which matures in July, 1879, must be provided for by this
legislature, and it Avould be well to make provision for the
amount which matures in 1880, in order to secure uniform-
ity in the date of the bonds, and the same authority upon
their face, which authorizes their issue. I recommend the
passage of an act which will enable the treasurer, under
tlie direction of the governor and council, to issue coupon
or registered bonds, with interest payal^le semi-annually, suf-
ficient to meet such portion of our funded and floating delit
which cannot be met from the ordinary revenues of the
state, at its maturity, the bonds to be so arranged that a
portion of them can be paid every year.
During the past year, our state indebtedness has been
reduced forty-six thousand two hundred dollars and eighty
cents.
I recommend the raising of four hundred tliousand dol-
lars as the state tax, and think that will be sufficient to
meet the liabilities during the year, except those which are
otherwise especially provided for.
SAVINGS-BANKS.
Your attention is especially called to the savings-banks
and institutions for savings in the state. More of the people
have a direct interest in these corporations than in any
other, and need, and are entitled to, the protection which can
be given them by legislative enactment. The people look
to you as the guardians of these institutions. They have
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been chartered and put in operation for the purpose of
taking care of the surplus earnings of our citizens, and a
class of citizens who usually handle but little money. The
people expect that the officers shall receive a fair compen-
sation for their serrices, and, in return, shall invest that
which is intrusted to their care safely and where it will
give a fair return of profit to the depositors without specu-
lating, running risks, or endeavoring to carry on other than
legitimate business. The trustees in these institutions
should be selected for their aljility to discharge the duties,
and not as figure-heads, or for favoritism, or supposed
strength to be gained from their names. Competent,
practical business men should l)e selected who will attend
to the duties of the office and be paid at a reasonable rate
for the time occupied. They should keep constantly
familiar with tlie books and acts of the treasurers and the
investing committees. When this practice is inaugurated,
we shall have fewer defaulters seeking abiding-places in
lands where the laws of the United States cannot reach
them, and where they, through agents, can arrange and
effect a compromise.
Only one savings-bank was chartered by the last legisla-
ture. The demand for these institutions seems to be quite
fully supplied, and they are located at convenient points for
the accommodation of all who desire to intrust funds to
their care. I Itelieve in the existence of institutions wisely
and honestly managed, where the surplus earnings of the
people can be safely invested for their benefit, and I as
strongly disbelieve in the policy of chartering such institu-
tions where their oljject is to be perverted for the pecuniary
advantage of individuals at the expense of innocent depos-
itors.
The whole number now in active operation is sixty-six,
with ninety-four thousand nine hundred and sixty-seven
depositors. The whole amount of deposits and accumula-
tions on the first day of April was thirty millions two
hundred and eighteen thousand two hundred and eleven
dollars and ninety-three cents, one million two hundred and
sixty thousand six hundred and sixty-five dollars and fifty-
eight cents less than last year. It was thought advisable,
in consequence of the feverish state of feeling among the
people at certain bank irregularities, that the commissioners
should devote more time and be more critical in their
examinations of the property and securities of every de-
scription held by our savings institutions, and to ascertain,
as far as it was possible, the exact standing and ability of
each institution to meet its obligations to depositors in
real or fancied emergencies. In six instances, the com-
missioners have deemed it prudent, and in their judgment
found it necessary, acting under the authority given them
by law, in connection with the supreme court, to cut down
the face of the deposits from sixteen to twenty-five per
cent. This was done where the securities held l)y the
banks, if thrown upon the market, would not realize a sum,
together with the guarantee fund, sufficient to pay each
depositor the amount due. The officers of some banks have
requested this action, while, in other instances, the com-
missioners pursued the same course against the wishes of
the officers. Many of the investments are in real estate,
secured by mortgages, which, at the time taken, were con-
sidered safe and desirable, but the unforeseen and unpre-
cedented shrinkage in real property, throughout the country,
has rendered this class of investments less desirable, and less
available for raising current funds to meet immediate de-
mands, than almost any other investments they have made.
No doubt the officers of every bank have endeavored to loan
the funds where they would be secure and return a largo
dividend to the depositors ; but institutions in their corpo-
rate capacity, as well as individuals, err in judgment. I
think the savings institutions in our state will compare
favorably with those in any other state, and could pay as
large a percentage, if compelled to close, as any in the
country. I have always been of opinion, which events have
strengthened, that the officers of our savings-hanks gen-
erally have had a desire to pay too large dividends and
have run too great risks in doubtful securities to do this.
There has also been too much rivalry in obtaining large
deposits. Yet, with this vast accumulation of money, it is.
doubtful if the shrinkages have been as great as in an equal
amount found outside of these institutions ; and the average
depositor, who may have one thousand dollars in the savings-
bank, will find a less depreciation than he will in the same
amount in any other investment. I am of opinion that the
present rate of taxation should remain as it is, and that a
sum not exceeding four per cent annually should be paid
in dividends, until a sinking fund of ten per cent shall have
accumulated from the surplus earnings. Now, nearly one
million five hundred thousand dollars are annually divided
;
make this amount one million two hundred thousand, and
the sum of three hundred thousand is set apart annually,,
which, in a few years, will make every bank strong, every^
depositor secure, and the state would receive its tax on the
deposits, which would be constantly increasing if the people
felt safe in their investment. If you deem it advisable to-
take any action touching savings-banks it should be done
with caution, with the view of strengthening public con-
fidence and protecting that class of our citizens who invest
in them and for whom they were established.
THE PRISONS.
The pressing and unquestionable need of a new state-
prison was brouglit to the attention of the last legislature,
and, after a careful examination of the old prison in all its
deficiencies, the legislature wisely authorized the selection
of a site, and the erection of a new prison which should
meet the requirements of the state and be constructed
upon plans in harmony with the advanced views and opin-
ions of those who have given special attention and study to>
the construction and manao-ement of such institutions.
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I will not discuss the old prison, as it will be abandoned
as soon as the new one is completed. The number of con-
victs has increased rapidly during the past year, so that
the highest number reached was two hundred and one.
In consequence of this great number and the limited sleep-
ing accommodations, to guard against disease and to pre-
serve the health of the convicts, the governor and council
authorized the warden to fit up the chapel as a dormitoiy,
with proper precautions for their security, and to arrange
a chapel in a large, spacious, and unoccupied room in what
was formerly a work-shop in a building in the south side
of the prison yard. This has been done at small expense,.
and I feel assured that the liability to disease and epidemics
is largely reduced. The discipline of the prison has been
kept up to its high standard, the same economy and pru-
dence in its management have been observed, and, notwith-
standing the low rate per day for convict labor, the net
earnings of the prison above all expenses, during the past
year, have been five thousand one hundred and eighty-nine
dollars and nine cents, and the amount of interest on
former earnings is two thousand two hundred and fifty-five
dollars and twenty-eight cents, making in all seven thou-
sand four hundred and forty-four dollars and thirty-seven
cents as the net earnings of the prison for the year ending
April 30, 1878. The whole amount standing to the credit
of the prison, earned by the convicts, on the thirtieth day of
April last, was fifty-three thousand six hundred and seventy
dollars and sixty-seven cents, a financial exhibit highly
creditable to the prudence and economy of the warden and
his management as a public servant. The tax-payers of the
state have just reason to rejoice that this institution, which
was once a drain upon the treasury, is now earning yearly a
handsome sum for the treasury, and shows a balance in
favor of the institution since the administration of the
present warden which is worthy the emulation of other
similar institutions throughout the country. The chaplain
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of the prison lias devoted a large portion of his time in his
attendance npon the wants of the convicts, instructing them
in reading and writing and the observance of religious
exercises. Beside his ordinary duties as chaplain, which
have been discharged in a highly satisfactory manner, he
has spent much time in the repairing of books and in dis-
carding such as were badly disfigured and mutilated, and
also in the preparation of a catalogue. The throwing-out
of such books has somewliat reduced the original number,
and the appropriation last year of one hundred and fifty
dollars did not make, in the annual purchase, the number
good. In consideration of the rapid increase of prisoners,
I recommend an appropriation of two hundred dollars for
the prison library, and consider that sufficient.
The provisions of the act authorizing the construction of
a new i)rison have been as strictly complied with as was
practicable, and it is with pleasure that I am able to an-
nounce to your honorable bodies, tliat all the preliminary
steps set forth in the act have been taken, and the v/ork is
rapidly progressing.
A board of commissioners, consisting of three, was ap-
pointed, well known for their energy, prudence, sagacity,
experience in building, and general business qualifications.
They have given their best efforts, in connection with the
architects, in selecting the most desirable site, in devising
plans for the structure, in preparing the specifications for
the contractors, and in the great variety of other duties
necessarily involved in such an extensive and important
public work.
Their acts, thus far, have received the unanimous ap-
proval of the governor and council, who have been freely
consulted by the commission and who have taken a deep
interest in the progress of the work. The contracts for a
large portion of the work have been awarded, and satisfac-
tory bonds for tlieir faithful execution given. It was not
deemed advisable to contract, at this early day, certain por-
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tioiis of tlie work, but a sufficient amount of funds has
been set apart, in the judgment of the commission, to meet
any emergency, and give to the state a prison contemplated
in the act. After tliis has been done, it is confidently
expected that a reasonable margin will be left from the
original appropriation of two hundred thousand dollars.
A very important question just here presents itself. The
act called for a prison sufficient in cell accommodations for
two hundred convicts. At the time the act was passed, the
largest number of convicts, at one time, had been one hun-
dred and sixty-nine, and no doubt the opinion was, that
crime would "diminish, and that the contemplated prison
would satisfy the demand for many years to come. Events
do not warrant the prediction. Since the adjournment of
the last legislature, the number of convicts has reached two
hundred and one, and the indications now are that the
number will largely exceed this before the new prison is
completed. The time to prepare for this emergency is now,
before the work lias progressed to such a point as to require
additional expense to make the extra accommodations
needed. Considering the reasonable expense in the con-
struction of this work, the prudence and economy shown by
the commissioners, and the absolute need of more cell accom-
modations, I earnestly recommend the passage of an act
authorizing the addition of forty-eight cells, by the extension
of the north wing, making the number of cells in that wing
two hundred and thirty-two, and that an appropriation
sufficient, in the judgment of the legislature, for this exten-
sion be made. The addition can be made without disturb-
ing or interfering with the architectural harmony of the
structure, and the present is the time to do it. The work
on the prison will progress rapidly, and its completion will
be reached at the earliest day practicable. When com-
pleted, I feel confident it will meet the requirements of the
state and receive the approval of all reasonaljle people.
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REFORM SCHOOL.
The report of tlie superintendent of the reform school
will be laid before you, which will explain in detail the
operations of this institution during the past year. It is
under good management, and the discipline among the
vicious youth Avho are sent there for reformation is well
calculated to correct their habits and make them useful
citizens. I think the fact will warrant the assertion, that
many have reformed and become respectable citizens who
have been inmates of the school, who, if allowed to run at
large, would soon have committed graver crimes, would have
led dissolute and abandoned lives, and eventually found a
home in the state-prison. Whatever can be done by a state
to lessen crime and to save the youth from committing it
should be cheerfully done.
REFORM MOVEMENT.
Tlie reform movement in temperance has made sure and
steady progress within the state during the past year, unac-
companied with unusual excitement or demonstration.
This movement is taking deep root, and its effects are mani-
festly seen among many who may not attend meetings or
make public professions or loud declarations. Reformatory
movements should receive the encouragement and support
of all good citizens, in order that society may be better and
the social standing of individuals improved. As a rule, no
doubt, such is the fact. A proper and honest attempt to
enforce the law now upon our statute-books against the sale
of alcoholic liquors would, in a good degree, eradicate the
evil and tend to suppress the illegal traffic which has brought
ruin to so many of our citizens and disaster to families
that ought and could have been prosperous, influential, and
respectable. Public sentiment, which is rapidly growing
against the use of li(iuor, will soon exert a powerful influ-
ence against its manufacture and sale, aud the enforcement
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of all laws against its illegal sale will be more easily and
effectually accomplished.
INTERNATIONAL PRISON CONGRESS.
There will be held this year, during the last half of the
month of August, an international prison congress, at Stock-
holm, Sweden. The government of Sweden and Norway
has addressed an official invitation to all foreign govern-
ments to be represented and take part in this assembly.
The friends of prison reform in this country, who have
interested themselves for the criminals in our prisons, peni-
tentiaries, jails, and reformatory institutions, are anxious
that eacli of the United States shall be represented in this
congress, prepared with all the facts that can be gathered
within the several states in reference to prisons, prison dis-
cipline, and the general management of penal institutions.
If you desire that New Hampshire shall be represented in
this congress, it will require your immediate action, in order
that our representative can have time to make a proper col-
lection of facts and reach the place of meeting in season
to take part in its deliberations. In connection with the
subject of prisons and penal institutions, the question of
discipline has elicited more or less discussion, and it is a
subject that should be well considered. It is absolutely
necessary that we have discipline sufficiently severe to main-
tain good order and prevent outbreak among the inmates
;
but all discipline can be severe without undue harshness.
The subject of discipline in all of our penal institutions is
a proper matter of inquiry, investigation, and recommenda-
tion by you.
REFEREE LAW.
The operations and results of the referee law which was
passed at the last session of the legislature have fully met
the most sanguine expectations of its advocates. I am in-
formed from the highest authority, that the small suits
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wliich occupied so mucli time in the courts and created so
much expense to the counties and the litigants are rapidly
disappearing from the dockets ; that the parties in interest
are meeting with speedy settlements ; that the costs of liti-
gation are greatly diminished ; that the poor can vindicate
their rights against tlie rich without impoverishing them ;
that the parties themselves, as a general rule, are better sat-
isfied with this mode of trial than they were with the jury.
If it shall prove as successful in its operation in the future
as it has in tlie limited time it has been on trial, the people
may well rejoice that the wisdom of their legislators has
devised a speedy and economical remedy for their wrongs.
PAUPER QUESTION.
There has been of late considerable discussion among the
people and in the public prints in reference to the support
of paupers. It is an important question and one whicli
should be carefully considered. I am of opinion that the
present system of county farms is a good one, provided the
establishments are managed by humane, prudent, honest,
and careful men, and controlled by county commissioners
of good business capacity and clear knowledge of the
methods adopted by the farm superintendents, and can dis-
criminate between a good or imprudent course in managing
these establishments. The fault may not lie wholly in the
system, but somewhat in the selection of officers to carry it
out. The people, then, should not continually have ground
for complaint, as they have it in their power to select men
who will prevent irregularities, and who will see that econ-
omy is practiced and all extravagances prevented, and the
institutions carried on with reasonably small expenditures,
giving every needed comfort to the unfortunate occupants.
INSANE PAUPERS.
It is estimated, that there are nearly three hundred insane
paupers at the several county farms, and those privately
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supported a,t the expense of the connties. The question is
raised by many, whether these unfortunate people are or
can be as well cared for at these county farms as they
could be at some institution especially designed for them.
Some of our counties have constructed buildings for this
class, secure, np doubt, but not remarkably inviting in their
appearance. If paupers are incurable, it is poor economy
to support them at our asylum for the insane when they
can be supported at less cost elsewhere. If tlieir wants are
all met at our county farms, and proper care and humane
treatment are observed and exercised, and such as the en-
lightened sentiment of the age demands, then tliere is no
need of further legislation. I invite careful attention to
this subject.
DEAF, DUMB, AND BLIND.
Our state has always shown a commendable liberality
towards the deaf, dumb, and blind children whose parents
or guardians have been unable to educate such without im-
poverishing themselves. Institutions for the education of
these classes are now permanently established and are in
successful operation all over the country, and the great
work they are accomplishing for them is truly marvelous.
We have been able to send every deaf mute who has made
application during the year, and nearly, if not quite, all of
the blind, to the different institutions in Massachusetts and
Connecticut, where they are successfully taught. These
beneficiaries have made as good a record in their deport-
ment, and as marked a proficiency in their studies and in
the trades they are learning, during the past, as any have
in former years. Many of them will, no doubt, become
honest, industrious, intelligent, and useful citizens in any
community they may select for their residence.
I recommend the same appropriations for the support of
the deaf-mute and blind beneficiaries as were made last
year, also the same amount for the feeble-minded youth
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who make application to the state for assistance. I think
the amounts will be sufficient to meet the demands.
GEOLOGICAL 8UIIVEY.
The third and last volume of the geological survey of the
state, together with an atlas finely executed and separately
bound, is now completed, and this important state work,
which has been in process of execution for the past ten
years, having been commenced in 1868, is now finished.
This considerable item of annual expense has ceased. This
work is a valuable one, and has been prepared with eminent
ability, from accurate, personal research, by the state geolo-
gist, Prof. Charles H. Hitchcock, who occupies high position
among the distinguished geologists and scientific scholars
of the day. The work is an ornament to our state litera-
ture, and will not suffer in comparison with any similar
work that has been published in this or any other country.
NATIONAL CEMETERIES.
The legislature of last year authorized the governor, with
the advice of the council, to transfer and assign any and all
rights the state of New Hampshire may have in and to any
and all of the national cemeteries in the United States,
upon such terms and conditions as he might think proper.
This joint resolution was not explicit enough to cover every
case, but contemplated the transfer direct to the general
government of the right of the state in the national ceme-
teries. The actual title to the Antietam cemetery is vested
in the state of Maryland. It becomes necessary, therefore,
that the state of New Hampshire shall, by an act of the
legislature, authorize the state of Maryland to transfer to
the general government the interest acquired by New Hamp-
shire in that property, under the act of the Maryland
legislature, by participating in the construction and main-
tenance of that cemetery.
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STATUES FOR CONCxRESSIONAL MEMORIAL HALL.
There is a desire on the part of many of our citizens
and natives of the state residing elsewhere, that New-
Hampshire shall be represented in the congressional
memorial hall, in Washington. This subject was brought
to the attention of the legislature last year. It received con-
sideration, but no definite action was taken. Under an act
of the congress of the United States, approved July 2, 1864,
the old hall of the house of representatives in Washington
was set apart for tlie reception and protection of statuary, and
authorized the president of the United States to invite each
and all the states to provide and furnish statues in marble
or bronze, not exceeding two in number for each state, of
deceased persons who have been citizens thereof and illus-
trious for their historical renown or from civic or military
services. Xew Hampshire received the invitation in ac-
cordance with the act from the proper authority. Every
New-England state, except New Hampshire, is now repre-
sented in this distinguished selection, in whole or in part,
beside New York and New Jersey, both of which are fully
represented, while many of the other states have taken
initiatory steps and have even made selections of their
representatives. I again recommend, that the legislature
authorize the statue of some illustrious deceased citizen of
our state, to be paid for in installments as the work pro-
gresses. We cannot well afford to be unrepresented in this
national hall of illustrious personages, and our state pride
should be a sufficient reason for our action.
ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE.
Last year I spoke somewhat at length in reference to the
asylum for the insane, as a special commission had been
appointed in the autumn of 1876, under an act of the
legislature, to make a thorough examination of the institu-
tion from its first organization. The report of that com-
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mission was made to the last legislature, and was highly"
satisfactory, and gave to the people positive assurance that
every thing connected with tliis important state institution
had been honestly, prudently, and carefully managed for the
good of the patients and for the interests of the state.
An appropriation was made last year to erect a new
boiler-house, at a safe and convenient distance from the
main building. The building has been erected and the
boilers moved, and every thing now connected with the
steam apparatus is satisfactory to those having it in charge.
It was found that the engine was in very bad condition, and
one of a new and improved pattern was substituted for it,
an exchange having been made upon reasonable terms, and
a first-class engine secured. The difference in price be-
tween these engines was not large, but has been paid for by
the institution. Other and necessary improvements have
been made out of funds which were not appropriated by the
state, but which have added permanent value to tlie state's
property. I recommend an ^appropriation sufficient to re-
place the amount that has been taken from the funds of the
asylum for these absolutely necessary improvements.
NORMAL SCHOOL.
The normal school, at Ply^mouth, has been successfully
conducted during the past year, and the instruction im-
parted to and the progress made by the pupils have met
with the approbation of the trustees of the institution. The
aim in the instruction here is to prepare pupils for teachers
and to instruct them especially for that work. There has
liecn a demand for teachers in the state who have received
normal instruction, I am informed that last year there
Avere two hundred and ninety-five teachers in the state who
had been at normal schools, while this year there are three
hundred and ninety-six, and twenty-eight towns this year,
more than last, employ this class of instructors. Thus, we
think, the popularity of such schools is increasing.
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During the past year, necessary and somewhat extensive
repairs and additions have been made upon the building,
but it all has been done within the appropriation, and no
debt exists against the school.
An appropriation will be asked for to aid in instruction,
and I think a r,easonable request should be favorably con-
sidered, for the state cannot better spend its money than in
the education of its youth.
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE AND THE MECHANIC ARTS.
The college of agriculture and the mechanic arts will
not ask for an appropriation, as the institution can be car-
ried on without one. Within the past year valuable addi-
tions have been made to the stock of the farm, so that now
it will favorably compare in this respect with any farm in
the state. A marked improvement has been made, and the
results of many experiments have been puljlished by the
farm superintendent. The trustees of the college have
lately adopted a new course of study, which, in their judg-
ment, is better adapted to the wants of the farmers' and
mechanics' sons than any which has hitherto been adopted.
This course of study will give the young men a thorough
and practical English education, which is useful in any walk
in life, as well as a knowledge of questions appertaining to
the science of agriculture. It is the purpose to make this
an important, profitable, and a desirable institution where
the poor j^oung men can o1)tain a thorough education at a
reasonable expense. Like all other enterprises, it needs
encouragement and support, not now so much in money as
in pupils. At present the course of study will occiipy three
full years, and students who honorably complete the course
will have conferred upon them the degree of Bacltelor of
Agricultural Science. With the superior advantages now
offered and the expenses of board and tuition reduced, it
is one of the most desirable places in the country for obtain-
ing a thorough and practical business education.
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EDUCATION.
We have reason to be proud of our educational system,
for it works admiraljly and affords an opportunity for every
child to secure a good education, Tlie laws upon our stat-
ute-books in relation to the attendance of scholars are strin-
gent, but many, no doubt, now, by the carelessness of the
parents and the heedlessness of the children, are deprived
of the advantages of our common schools. The officers
who have tliis matter in charge should be more diligent and
not allow any children to be absent except upon reasonable
excuse. The state should not neglect this great duty, and
cannot afford to. When the people are heavily taxed for
the support of scliools, and pay the tax willingly, they have
the right to demand that every person shall receive a fair
education and that none shall fail to read and write. It is
especially important in a republican government, where the
free and unrestricted ballot is given to every class of citi-
zens. Unless our people are generally educated, we shall
have dangerous elements growing, which will some day
prove trouljlesome to the administration of the state and
nation. The gain of scholars in attendance throughout the
state, during the past year, was fifteen hundred, which is a
gratifying fact. The literary fund is now distributed on
the basis of tlie whole number of scholars in the towns. I
am of opinion it would be better to distribute the fund on
the basis of the largest average attendance. If this method
w^as adopted, there would be a greater effort made to keep
the scholars in school, as the amount of money would de-
pend on the attendance. The superintendent of public
instruction has faithfully performed the duties of his office
and is steadily improving the condition of our common
schools.
FISH CULTURE.
The interest exliibited in introducing into our ponds and
lakes the choicest varieties of fish that are suited to and
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will thrive in the same, and the restocking of our rivers
with salmon and shad, is still unabated. The commissioners
on fisheries have prepared an elaborate report, which will
be placed before you, abounding in useful statistical in-
formation, and a clear exhibit of their operations during the
past year. In connection with the state of Massachusetts,
a site was selected near Livermore Falls, in Plymouth, on
a perpetual stream of spring water, and a building erected
last fall, with all the appliances necessary for the artificial
hatching of the spawn of many varieties of fish which are
introduced into our waters. The amount expended by both
states in the construction of this hatching-house was about
two thousand dollars. During the past fall and winter, a
large num])er of eggs was deposited, and a very large per
cent of them was successfully hatched, and the young fry
have been transplanted in different localities in this state
and Massachusetts. The establishment has proved a success
for the purpose designed. The introduction of excellent
varieties of fish into our numerous sheets of water we should
not allow to fail, for very soon the results will be of un-
questioned advantage to the state and a source of pleasure
and revenue to our people. I recommend a careful perusal
of the report, and the appropriation of the same sum as last
year to defray the expense of the commission for the cur-
rent year.
TAX COMMISSION.
The board of commissioners appointed under a joint
resolution of the senate and house of representatives of the
last legislature, " to examine into the sources from which
the state derives its revenue and ascertain and report
whether or not all classes of property are equally taxed
under the present laws," have had many sessions and have
given the sul^ject careful and diligent consideration. They
will report to your honorable bodies the result of their
investigations, with recommendations for your considera-
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tion and action. The report has been prepared with much
care, and contains, in the form of statistics and testimony,
information which will aid you in the consideration of this
important subject.
BOARD OF HEALTH.
We cannot take too many precautions against disease or
too great care to preserve the health of our citizens. Six-
teen of the United States have already established Ijoards
of health. These boards have been organized with men of
known reputation for knowledge in advanced medical
science and sound judgment. They have studied into the
causes of disease and epidemics which prevail in certain
localities, and have discovered and suggested remedies
which have proved of decided benefit. There can be no
question as to the good results which would be obtained
from a proper and judiciously organized board of health,
and more especially in the cities and large towns, where a
considerable number of people are more or less compactly
settled. I invite your attention to the subject as one
worthy of your consideration.
COMPILATIOxN OF THE LAWS.
The general statutes of the state were passed in 1867.
Since then there has been a large amount of legislation,
and, last year, the adoption of the amendments to our con-
stitution, which required a large number of additional
alterations. In consequence of so many changes, a com-
mission was authorized by the last legislature, " to compile
the public statutes, including those passed at the session of
1877, and arrange the same according to the form and
order of the general statutes, as far as might be practica-
ble, and prepare the same for publication before this session
of the legislature." This commission was also authorized
to make such changes and alterations in the existing laws
of the state as they might deem necessary to harmonize
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and adai)t them to the constitutional amendments ; also in
another act they were directed to revise and change the
statutes so far as was rendered necessary by the change in
the law as to the election of town officers ; and various other
sul)jccts were especially assigned to this commission for
their revision. - In the prosecution of their labors, the com-
missioners found so many changes necessary, and the work
of compiling so difficult and complicated, they deemed it
advisable to make a revision somewhat more general than
their specific instructions required. With that view, they
will present, for your consideration and action, the results
of their labors in printed form, like the general statutes,
which Avill include a revision of many chapters of the laws,
such as were deemed most essential on account of their
practical use and most beneficial to the state. The form
will be convenient, and each member will, early in the ses-
sion, be supplied with a copy for consideration and compari-
son.
TRAMPS AND IDLERS.
A grave question is presenting itself to the people of the
state, a satisfactory solution of which will require mature
judgment and resolute action. Within a few years, more
<3specially since there has been a depression in business, a
large number of people, singly and in bands, almost entirely
able-bodied males, seem to have aljandoned all idea of seek-
ing honorable employment at a reduced compensation, and
are traveling over the state upon lines of railroad and public
thoroughfares, invariably begging, and, in most instances,
refusing to work for a night's lodging or a meal of victuals.
They are filthy, lazy, idle, and vicious, but, as a general rule,
possess little courage for the commission of crime, but
-compel women and children to supply them with food, and
oftentimes are impertinent to those who feed them.
This wandering has become a profession, and they have
.but little inclination to abandon it, and some more stringent
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and more effective law should be enacted in relation to this
class of idlers and vagrants, Avho are now usually sentenced
to a short period to our county farms, where they do na
work, are well fed, and provided with the comforts of life
;
and that which the law looks upon as punishment they
consider a pleasure and luxury. The superintendents of
these institutions should compel this class of prisoners to
work during their entire sentence. Every farm could keep
them employed on work that ought to be done at all sea-
sons of the year, and, when thus compelled to work without
compensation, their number will grow less. Until then, we
may expect to see no decrease in numbers or improvement
in quality.
TOWN ELECTIONS.
There is much discussion among the people in reference-
to the subject of town elections. As the law now stands^
our town elections will occur on the same day as our state
election, which will be biennially in the month of Novem-
l)er. There seems to be a strong pojiular sentiment in favor
of having our town elections occur annually, and in the
spring, as has been our practice under the old constitution,
and there appear to be strong arguments in favor of con
tinning that course. It is a sul)ject to which I call your
attention, and I trust you will give it that consideration
which a question of that magnitude and importance de-
serves. It will need your action at this time, if the annual
elections are to be continued.
INSURANCE.
The insurance commissioner, in his report, will give you
a clear exhibit of the transactions of all local and foreign
insurance companies that are doing business in our state.
Most of our people are personally interested in the subject
of insurance. The commissioner has exercised caution and
good judgment in the admission of companies to do busi-
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iiess wliicli were responsible to meet their liabilities ; and
he has persistently prohibited companies which could not
exhibit the proper requirements from establishing agencies
here, to impose upon the people by soliciting policies of in-
surance, when they had no ability to meet the losses. The
commissioner ha-s faithfully protected the interests of the
people, and performed his duties in an entirely satisfactory
manner.
DARTMOUTH COLLEGE.
I call your attention to a subject which has never been
discussed i.i a message by either of my predecessors, to my
knowledge. I do this after mature reflection.
Dartmouth College was the first literary institution char-
tered in the province of New Hampshire, and received its
authority in 1769 to commence what has since proved its
great work. I need not, I cannot here, point out the great
benefit it has been to our state. An enumeration of the
long list of distinguished persons who have occupied the
highest positions in the administration of the state and in
all the leading professions would occupy space too great
for this occasion. But, when the history of an institution is
" known and read of all men," a public recital of its history
is unnecessary. For eleven decades it has been educating
young men, who, by their moral, intellectual, and religious in-
fluence, have made an ineffaceable impress upon the growth
and development of the state and nation. It has been, and
still is, an institution where the poor boys, at reasonable
charges, can secure an education as thorough and as practi-
cal as can be acquired in any institution in the country.
More than eighteen hundred natives of our state, from one
hundred and ninety-four different towns, have received their
diplomas from this college, and a large proportion of these
were the sons of farmers in moderate circumstances. It
has been an important element in our growth, and at no
former period was it prepared to do so much good as it is now.
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To continue its great educational work and to accomplish
what the people expect, it must, like other institutions, at
times receive assistance. It is true it is not a state institu-
tion, but it is one in which every citizen has an interest and
a state pride, as it is our only college and stands pre-
eminently at the head of all our educational institutions.
At the present time, Dartmouth College is embarrassed for
means sufficient to carry forward its great work, owing to
a depreciation in some of its investments from which here-
tofore it has derived its revenues. Finding itself in this
situation, it asks the state for temporary assistance. The
-college has had many donations, but most of the larger
ones have been given to found new departments, and have
thus increased rather than diminished the expenses of the
institution. Other bequests have been made, to be realized
in the future, but many years will elapse before the property,
which is subject to many contingencies, will come into the
treasury of tlie college. We aid annually many other in-
stitutions and appropriate money to a variety of objects,
but I doubt if the state could make a reasonable appropria-
tion |to a more worthy object or one in which the state
would realize an equal benefit. We cannot afford to let this
ancient seminary of learning, which is so closely identified
wdth our entire state history, become in any way weak or
crippled in its work of educating the young men of our
state who are unable to go elsewhere, and who can find
here all the advantages offered in any New-England college.
I trust this intelligent legislature Avill give this matter the
consideration it deserves, and, by an appropriation in some
form, will aid an institution which has done more than any
other to give our state its great renown in men of superior
intellectual power.
THE MILITIA.
The increasing interest manifested by the people in the
militia of the state during the past two years is still una-
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bated, and it received a new impetus from the part our troops
took in the celebration at Bennington, Vermont, in August
last. The statutes provide for the maintenance of state
militia to the number of two thousand, which was consid-
erably in excess of the number of officers and men in the
service until the present year. The ])etitions for authority
to organize companies have been presented from so many
places, it was deemed advisable to form a third regiment,
which has been done, and some very excellent companies
have been formed in sections of the state where, heretofore,
there were no troops. In compliance with the law passed
at the last session of the legislature, the different regiments
have adopted styles of uniform which are as serviceable as
the old ones, and are much more neat and attractive in ap-
pearance, and, although the expense has been somewliat in-
creased, the result has been to secure for the new companies
some of the very best material in the state and greatly to
elevate the service. The appointment of an inspecting officer
has added much to the general efficiency of the troops, and
will be productive of much good both in the improvement
of the drill of the men and in the care of state property.
The inspecting officer is required to make two inspections
annually and report upon the same. His inspections for
the past year have already been made, and he reports that
he finds marked improvement in nearly every company on
his second tour of inspection. During the past year, new
uniforms have been furnished to two of the old companies
and to live of the new companies, and the uniforms of five
other companies, which were in suitable condition, have
been changed to correspond with the new ones. Seven new
companies have been organized within the year, two in
Keene, and one each in Nashua, Franklin, Lebanon, Lancas-
ter, and Colebrook. There are now in the state service
about eighteen hundred officers and men, divided into two
squadrons of cavalry, five sections of artillery, and twenty-
seven companies of infantry, organized into one Ijrigade of
three reu'iments.
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One hundred of the latest pattern breech-loading Spring-
field rifle muskets have been obtained of the United-States
government, in anticipation of our July credit, as our ac-
count with the government was nearly balanced.
A commission, consisting of the adjutant-general, judge-
advocate, and one member from each branch of the service?
to revise the militia laws of the state, was authorized hj
the last legislature. This commission have given to the
subject submitted to them considerable time and study, and
have consulted with prominent military men of the state.
The result of their deliberations will be submitted to you,
and it is hoped the changes recommended will meet your
approval.
Tlie manifest improvement of our militia within the past
few years, with the proposed improvements and the excel-
lent feeling and military spirit pervading the men, makes it
almost certain that soon our volunteer force will compare
favorably with the same number of troops in the country.
The necessity for some reliable and efficient military
force to aid the civil authorities in times of emergency
must be clear to every one. We have recently seen the
need of efficient force in some of the states during the
strikes and. labor riots. We want reliable men, and we
believe ours to be such, and I hope you will do what you
can consistently to aid and encourage them.
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION AT BENNINGTON, YT.
The centennial celebration of the battle of Bennington,
Vermont, occurred on the 16th of August last. Extensive
preparations were made for a proper observance of this
historic event. An invitation was extended to the state of
New Hampshire to be present and take part in the exercises
of the day in such manner as might be determined upon
by the authorities of the state. The legislature accepted
the invitation, and made provision to be represented in a
manner worthy the heroic New-Hampshire soldiery, who,
29
one hundred years ago, poorly prepared, except with brave
hearts, broke up and drove back a greatly superior force of
invading English and Hessian soldiery. The legislature
appropriated 12,500 to pay in part the expenses for trans-
portation of equipage and such of the militia of the state
as might volunteer to attend the celebration. In order to
get as full a representation as possible of the militia of the
state, a condition vs^as made that such companies as should
be selected should pay for their own subsistence, and the
state would pay the entire expense of transportation. By
adopting this method, we were able to select three compa-
nies from each regiment, the Amoskeag Veterans, the staff
officers of the brigade, representatives from all the compa-
nies in the state, together with one full band of music. The
companies selected were those recommended by the colonels
of each regiment in connection with the adjutant-general
of the state. In order to secure a respectable representa-
tion of our militia in point of numbers, the course adopted
seemed the most feasible. Our soldiers thus selected were
present on this memorable occasion, and participated in
honorable position not only in the great procession and
military display on the 16th, but also on the loth of Au-
gust, which day was especially devoted to exercises com-
memorating tlie one hundreth anniversary of the birthday
of Vermont. I am happy to announce that our troops con-
ducted themselves with marked decorum and soldierly bear-
ing while on this expedition, and elicited frequent expres-
sions of praise from those who saw them. They reflected
great credit and honor upon the state, and did not suffer in
comparison with any of the great number of troops present.
There was also present a large representation of our state
officers and both branches of the legislature, beside hun-
dreds of our citizens. It was an occasion long to be re-
membered, and the prominent part taken by our state in
the exercises will form an im])ortant epoch in our history.
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CONCLUSION.
A large amoiuit of labor will necessarily devolve upon
you, owing to tlie many changes to be made in our laws to
conform to our amended constitution. Many recommenda-
tions and other subjects will be presented to you which will
require careful attention. I will not recommend undue
haste, but hope the work will be so divided that the great-
est results can be accomplished in the shortest time. Our
constituents expect as short a session as is consistent with
a proper discharge of the duties, and it should not be un-
necessarily prolonged, thereby creating expense, without a
corresponding benefit. All needed legislation can be done
in a reasonably short space, if we act in harmony, with the
sole purpose of enacting just laws which will protect society
and impose hardship upon none.
We have great reason to return thanks to God for His
past protection and to ask that He will continue to prosper
us, in order that we may increase in intellectual and moral,
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Office of State Treasurer,
Concord, June 1, 1878.
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives :—
Gentlemen ; I have the honor to submit the following
report, exhibiting the transactions of this department for
the fiscal year ending May 31, 1878 :—
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS.
receipts.
Cash on hand June 1, 1877, f'25,837.76
Total receipts during the year, 922,248.48
$948,081.24
disbursements.
Total disbursements during the
year. 1934,744.15
Cash on hand June 1, 1878, 13,337.09
$948,081.24
debt.
Liabilities June 1, 1877, 13,613,183.70
Assets June 1, 1877, 36,792.83
Net indebtedness, -13,576,390.87
Liabilities June 1, 1878, $3,544,508.24
Assets June 1, 1878, 14,318.17
Net indebtedness, 3,530,190.07
Decrease of debt during the year,* $46,200.80
* See note, page 4.
EEVEXUE AND EXPENSES.
The following statement exhibits the sources of the rev-
enue and the nature of the expenses for the years 1876-7
and 1877-8 : —
REVENUE.
1877. 1878.
State tax. 8400,000.00 §100.016.00
Railroad tax. 69.338.28 71,272.70
Insurance tax, 10,175.41 8,599.53
Interest, 1,239.56 1,538.09
Miscellaneous, including special
road tax, 1876 and 1877, pris-
on fund.centennial stock,etc., 1,382.85 15,039.49
Totals, $482,136. 10 $496,465.81
EXPENSES.
1877. 1878.
Ordinarv expenses, 1158,820.06 $177,367.50
Extraordinary expenses, 51,503.91 48,195.80
Interest. ' 218,664.51 214,701.71
Totals, 1428,988.48 $440,265.01
Excess of revenue over expenses,* $56,200.80
For convenience, expenses are divided into two classes,
ordinary and extraordinary. Ordinary expenses include
salaries and expenses whose payment is authorized by the
general statutes or general laws, and which are of annual
occurrence. During the past year, they have been as fol-
lows, viz. : —
* The difference between this item and the actual reduction of the debt stated on
the previous page is accounted for by the fact that 510,000 of the stock of the
centennial board of finance, heretofore reported in the assets, has been dropped,
and the proceeds accounted for in miscellaneous revenue.
ORDINARY EXPENSES.
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Amount brought forward, $16,704.67





State library (special appropriation), 500.00
New prison, 9,B29.44
New-Hampshire asylum (special appropriation), 6,000.00
Centennial appropriation, 1,925.72
New-Hampshire historical society, 300.00
Fish-hatching house, 988.39
Relief map of New Hampshire, 91.99
Constitutional convention, 845.71
Contingent fund, 377.23
J. W. Simonds, 650.00
Bennington centennial, ' 2,500.00
Idiotic and feeble-minded youth, 221.87
$48,195.80
INTEREST.
There have been paid on account of interest the past year,








Coupons on Ijonds and interest on
registered bonds, 209,853.00
Interest on state notes, 2,004.82
Total payments on interest account, $214,701.71
The following sums have been received, viz. : —
Interest on savings-bank tax, 21.16
Interest on railroad tax, 78.35
Interest on deposits, 1,438.58
Total receipts on interest account, 1,538.09
Net interest, $213,163.62
PRINCIPAL OF STATE DEBT.







Trust funds have increased $2,424.54 by the accumula-






Interest on school fund, 13,500.00




Balance June 1, 1877, $272.88
Non-resident savings-bank tax, 28,668.28
Disburse^nents.
Dividend to towns, of forty-three
cents per scholar, as per table
in appendix, $28,749.80
Balance to the credit of the fund, 191.36
$28,941.16
$28,941.16
DETAILED STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND
DISBURSEMENTS.
EECEIPTS.
Cash in the treasury June 1, 1877, $25,837.76




Nash and Sawyer's Location, 16.00
Pinkham's Grant, 40.00
Crawford's Grant, 64.00
Two Raymonds' Grant, 4.00
Hatch and Cleaves' Grant, 2.00
STATE TAX
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Amount carried forward, $15,912.00 • $87,373.50
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Amount carried forward, $220,321.50
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Amount carried forward, $3,572.00 $316,825.50
13







































Amount carried forward, 1376,569.50
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Amount carried forward, 136,240.00 -$376,569.50
15
Amount brought forward.
Hatch & Cleaves' Grant,
16
Amount broiiglit forward, $12,836.25 $412,815.50
Thompson & Meserve's Purchase, 24.00
Wentworth's Location, 36.00
Green's Grant, 12.00




INSURANCE TAX FOR 1877.
Fire-Insurance Companies .
^tna, Hartford, Conn., $515.83
American Central, St. Louis, Mo., 39.48
Atlantic Mutual Fire and Marine,
Provincetown, Mass., 20.90
Commonwealth, Boston, Mass., 13.21
Commercial Union, London, Eng., 80.11
Connecticut Fire, Hartford, Conn., 35.68
Continental, New York City, 59.42
Dwelling-house, Boston, Mass., 4.42
Elliot, Boston, Mass., 2.18
Equitable Fire and Marine, Provi-
dence, R. I., 7.05
Faneuil Hall, Boston, Mass., 35.55
Fire Association, Philadelphia, Pa., 157.15
Fitchburg Mutual, Fitchburg, Mass., 86.66
First National, Worcester, Mass., 42.20
Franklin Fire, Philadelphia, Pa., 143.58
Germania Fire, New York City, 63.74
German American, New York City, 93.66
Girard Fire and Marine, Philadel-
phia, Pa., 17.72
Gloucester, Gloucester, Mass., 11.09
Hanover Fire, New York Citv, 62.20
Hartford Fire, Hartford, Conn., 267.21
Hartford Steam Boiler, Hartford,
Conn., 15.16
Home, New York City, 295.44
Amount carried forward, $2,069.64 $425,827.75
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Amount brought forward, 12,069.64 1425,827,75
Holyoke IMutiial, Salem, Mass., 14.80
Hudson, Jersey City, N. J., 30.80
Imperial, London, Eng., 24.12
Insurance Co. of North America,
Philadelphia, Pa., 123.21
Lancashire, Manchester, Eng., 41.90
Liverpool and London and Globe,
Great Britain, 179.09
London Assurance Co., London,
Eng., 18.59
Manhattan Fire, New York City_, 42.84
jNIanufacturers' Fire and Marine,
Boston, Mass., 11.75
Manufacturers', Newark, N. J., .25
Mechanics' Mutual, Boston, Mass., 9.85
Merchants', Newark, N. J., 29.31
Merchants', Providence, R. I., 45.17
Merchants and Farmers' Mutual,
Worcester, Mass., 31.82
Meriden Fire, Meriden, Conn., 20.18
National Fire, Hartford, Conn., 47.88
Newark, New^ark, N. J., 1.18
Niagara, N. Y., 11.81
North British, London, Eng., 149.27
Northern, London, Eng., 24.12
Orient, Hartford, Conn., 45.50
Pennsylvania Fire, Philadelphia, Pa., 110.95
People's, Newark, N. J., 25.78
Phenix, Brooklyn, N. Y., 74.56
Prescott, Boston, Mass., 18.81
Phoenix, Hartford, Conn., 278.76
Queen, London, Eng., 137.99
Quincy ]\rutual, Quincy, ]'tlass., 7.72
Poger Williams, Providence, R. I., 34.63
Royal, Liverpool, Eng., 239.08
Royal Canadian, Montreal, Ca., 89.41
Revere, Boston, Mass., 25.88
St. Paul, St. Paul, Minnesota, 61.32
Amount carried forward, $4,087.97 1425,827.75
2
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Amount brought forward, $4,087.97 |425,827.75
Scottish Commercial, Glasgow, Scot-
land, 42.71
Shawmut, Boston, Mass., 56.28
Shoe and Leatlier, Boston, Mass., 20.74
Springfield Fire and Marine, Spring-
field, Mass., 224.96
Traders and Mechanics', Lowell,
Mass., 12.55
Watertown Fire, Watertown, N. Y., 75.70
Westchester Fire, New Rochelle,
N. Y., 102.45
British America, Toronto, Ca., 24.71
$4,638.07
Life-insurance Companies.
^tna Life, Hartford, Conn., 1424.36
Berkshire, Pittsfield, Mass., 3.13
Connecticut Mutual, Hartford, Conn., 396.51
Connecticut Gen'l, Hartford, Conn., 11.71
Continental, Hartford, Conn., 155.98
Equitable Life Assurance Society,
New York City, 154.62
Hartford Life and Annuity, Hartford,
Conn., 4.27
John Hancock, Boston, Mass., 2.86
Manhattan Life, New York City, 39.40
Massachusetts Mutual, Springfield,
Mass., 722.63
Mutual Life, New York City, 282.89
Mutual Benefit, Newark, N. J., 130.23
National of U. S. A., Chicago, 111., 3.62
National Life, Montpelier, Vt., 23.69
New England Mutual Life, Boston,
Mass., 118.59
New York Life, New York City, 5.84
North-western Mutual, Milwaukee,
Wis., 4.49
Phoenix Mutual, Hartford, Conn., 454.78
Amount carried forward, |2,939.60 $430,465.82
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Amount brought forward, $2,939.60 1430,465.82
Railway Passenger, Hartford, Conn., 2.90
State Mutual, Worcester, Mass., 54.45
Travelers' Life and Accident, Hart-
ford, Conn., 77.81
United States Life, New York City, 34.50
Union Mutual, Augusta, Me., 155.85
Yermont Life, Burlington, Yt., 18.85
$3,283.96
New Hampshire Fire Insurance Company,
Manchester, N. H., 12,500.00
SAVINGS-BANK TAX OP 1877.
As per table in appendix, 1303,183.21
RAILROAD TAX OF 1877.
As per table in appendix, 1154,170.67
INTEREST.
Interest on savings-bank tax, $21.16
Interest on railroad tax, 78.35
Interest on deposits, 1,438.58
$1,538.09
SPECIAL ROAD TAX, 1876.
Low and Burbank's Grant,
20
Amount brought forward, 1895,817.47














Amount brought forward, $11,117.46
DEPARTMENT OP PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.
Salary of superintendent, $1,200.00
Printing report, 1,187.90









Pay-roll of senate, $1,918.50
Clerk of senate, 450.00
Pay-roll of house of representatives, 54,818.70
Chaplain of house of representatives, 157.60





Journals of the house and senate, 1,326.97
Pamphlet laws of 1877, 510.01
Publishing laws in newspapers, 2,348.20
Printing rules, bills, etc., 1,095.44
Hand-book, 253.80






Amount carried forward, $83,390.99
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Amount brought forward, $83,390.99
SUPREME COURT.
Salaries of justices, $14,587.53
Salary of attorney-general, 2,200.00
Salary of state reporter, 383.33
Clerks of supreme court, 894.48




Salaries of judges, $3,662.50
Salaries of registers, 4,451.50
STATE LIBRARY.
Salary of librarian, $800.00
Increase of library, 506.46
Incidentals, 67.26
Printing reports, 1877 and 1878, 136.47
Special appropriation, 500.00
COMPILING PROVINCIAL RECORDS.
Printing volume 10, state papers, $1,870.98










Amount brought forward, $2,300.00 $149,209.81
Prison library, 150.00
Prisoners' aid association, 67.50
Printing report, 125.47
B. E. Badger, by legislative resolve, 11.25
$2,654.22
NEW STATE-PRISON.
Surveys and plans, $926.28












Expenses of trustees, 312.12
Printing report, 124.17
Printing auditors' report, 48.11
Printing blanks, 16.11
Auditors (by resolve), 99.25
;,599.76
FISH COMMISSIONERS.







Amount carried forward, $173,935.42
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Rent of store-houses, offices, etc., #200.00
Pent of armories, 3,276.90
Clothing, and camp and garrison
equipage, 7,358.16
Labor in quartermaster-generars de-
partment, 175.81











Erroll and Wentworth's Location, 300.00
Road between Bartlett and Crawford
House, 300.00
81,156.33













COMMISSION ON REVISION OP STATUTES.
Incidentals, 818.70
INSURANCE TAX, 1877.
To towns as per table in appendix, 81,822.50
SAVINGS-BANK TAX, 1877.
To towns as per table in appen-
dix, 8274,514.93
To literary fund, 28,668.28
8303,183.21
Amount carried forward, 8522,872.25
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Amount brought forward, $522,872.25
RAILEOAD TAX OF 1877.
To towns as per table in appendix, $82,897.97
PRINCIPAL OF DEBT.




Interest on surplus revenue, $14.14
Kimball legacy, 405.21
Coupons on bonds, and interest on
registered bonds, 209,853.00






Bounty on wild animals, 620.00
Auditing printer's accounts, 62.00
Benning-ton centennial, 2,500.00
Relief map of state, 91.99
Compiling roster, 50.00
Advertising, other than laws, 34.47
Idiotic and feeble-minded youth, 221.87
State seal, 25.00
N. H. historical society, 300.00
Centennial appropriation, 1,925.72
Centennial report (legislative re-
solve), 150.00
Warren M. Kelley, by legislative re-
solve, 200.00





The bonds now outstanding and dates of their maturity
are as follows : —
July 1, 1869, !!<3,000.00
July 1, 1877, , 1,000.00
July 1, 1878, 110,000.00
September 1, 1884, 450,000.00
September 1, 1889, 150,000.00
Total old debt, $714,000.00
Bonds of 1873, due July 1, 1879, 8250,000.00
Bonds of 1873, due July 1, 1880, 250,000.00
500,000.00
Municipal war-loan bonds due from
Jan. 1, 1892, to Jan., 1905, 2,206,100.00
Total funded debt, $3,420,100.00
STATE OF THE TREASURY, JUNE 1, 1878.
LIABILITIES.
Floating debt, 61,000.00










STATE TAX OF 1875.
STATE TAX OF 1876.
18.00
17.38
STATE TAX OF 1877.
Pittsburg,
ol
debt has been canceled, but, in order to accomplish it, the
floating debt has been increased $27,900, making the pres-
ent floating debt $61,000. All of this sum must be pro-
vided for by the present legislature, in addition to $110,000
of bonds maturing July 1, 1878. Also, $500,000 of bonds
issued in 1873 become due on or before the first of July,
1880.
It will be necessary for the present legislature to provide
for the payment of a portion of the last-named Ijonds,
I therefore respectfully suggest that the treasurer be au-
thorized, under the direction of the governor and council,
to issue, under proper restrictions, such an amount of new
bonds as may be necessary to provide for the payment of
the present floating debt, the bonds maturing July 1, 1878,
and the bonds of the issue of 1873.
SPECIAL EGAD TAX.
I reported, last year, the sum of $1,034.05, as due from
various unincorporated places on account of the special
road tax assessed by authority of chapter forty-one of the
pamphlet laws of 1875, and for which extents had been
issued.
Of this sum, $675.72 has been collected, as shown by de-
tailed statement on page nineteen, leaving $358.33 due from











The assessment for 1877 under this act amounted to
^2,221.50.
Of this sum, 1795.17 has been collected, as shown by de-
tailed statement on page twenty, leaving -$1,426.33 due
from the following places, to wit :—
Wentworth's Location,
33
supplied and each county is now in possession of an accu-
rate and reliable set of standard weights and measures.
If the county sealers will now enforce compliance with
the law by the town officials, and they, in turn, by the mer-
chants and traders who make use of weights and measures
in their business, 1 am confident that many gross inaccura-
cies will be detected and the public in the future be greatly
benefited thereby.
REGISTERED BONDS.
Under the authority conferred by chapter eighteen of the
pamphlet laws of 1877, I have adopted a system of registra-
tion, of which many holders of our bonds have availed
themselves.
DEPOSITS BY RAILROAD CORPORATIONS FOR LAND DAMAGES.




Hon. John Kimball, chairman of the board of commis-
sioners for the erection of the new state-prison, has depos-
ited with the treasurer the following sums, awarded by the
commissioners of Merrimack county to the owners of land
taken for the site of the prison, which sums the owners de-
clined to accept :
—
Concord Granite Co., 12,800.00
John B. Giles, 275.00





Showing the amount of tax assessed upon and paid by each railroad in the state for the year
1877, the amount of such tax distributed to the several cities and towns, and the balance
accruing as revenue to the state.





Atlantic & St. Lawrence









Manchester & North Weare
Northern
Nashua & Lowell


































































Sliowiiig the amount of deposits in each savings-bank in the state, April 1, 1877 ; the tax paid




















































































































































































































































































































































Showing tlie amount of tax assessed upon and paid by the New Hampshire Fire Insurance
Company for the year 1877, the amount of such tax distributed to the several cities and
















































































































































































































Showing the amount divided to the several cities and towns for raih-oad tax, savings-bank
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR,
JUNE SESSION, 1878.
MANCHESTER:







To His Excellency the Governor of the Slate of New
Hampshire : —
We, the undersigned, bank commissioners, have the
honor to respectfully submit the following report for your
consideration : —
In compliance with the general statutes, your commis-
sioners have visited and examined all the banks and savings
institutions in the state, and find the specific and aggregate
standing of each institution at the date of our examination
to be as follows :—

STATE BANK.
SALMON FALLS (STATE) BANK,—ROLLINSFORD.
Incorporated 1851. Charter expires 1892.
President.—Gborge W. Roberts.
Cashier.—William H. Morton. Bond, $20,000, copy of wliicli is on file in office of sec-
retary of state. Date of bond, Dec. 10, 1851. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond
deposited witli tlie president for safe keepinjj. Annual compensation of cashier, $200.
JDirectors.—George W. Roberts, Joshua Converse, Orange S. Brown, Oliver H. Lord, Seth
R. Griffin, A. G. Haley, and Francis Plumer.
Examination, March 8, 1878.
STATEMENT.
Capital stock $50,000.00




Eliot National Bank 7,074.49
$85,923.86
Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,
SAVINGS BANKS.
ALTON FIVE CENTS SAVINGS BANK—ALTON.
Incorporated 18G9. Charter expires 1889.
P»-eM<fe«<.—Henry Hurd.
Treasurer.—Amos L. Rollins. Bond, $25,000, copy of which is on file in oflBce of secre-
tary of state. Date of bond, March 29, 1870. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond de-
posited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of trea-surer, $100.
Tmstees.—Henry Hurd, Amos L. Rollins, Jeremiali Jones, John W. Currier, Leonard S.
Nute, John P. Clough, Nathaniel Stevens, John Walker, Alonzo H. Sawyer, Sewall T. Roberts,
Oliver J. Oilman, Stephen C. Wentworth, Charles A. Hatch, Charles H. Hurd, Morrison
Bennett, Andrew Varney, Joslma W. Ayers.






Market Value. Par Value. Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security..
.
Loans on collateral security.




























Number of depositors, 200. Increase the past year, 5. Increase of deposits the past year,
$4,151.04.
Annual dividend of 5 per cent, December 1, 1877.
An extra dividend declared on all sums due depositors is made every five years ; the last one
was declared June, 1875, amounting to $572.55, or about II/2 per cent per annum.
Loans and investments are made by the investing committee of five trustees, who meet as
often as is necessary.
An examination of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of
the trustees twice a year.
Indebtedness of tlie trustees as principal, $975.
Total amount of loans in tlie state, $39,676.16.
Total amount of loans out of the state, none.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $5,900.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, none.
Character of loans good.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $435.40.
Amount of national tax paid for tlie year ending December 31, 1877, $13.33.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 1.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 132.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, $133.20.
Books of record neatly kept. Reports are published as required by law.
Largest amount loaned to any individual corporation or company, $1,600.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, none.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be doubtful, none.
Amount of overdue business paper, none.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet Laws
of 1869.
Premium on stocks and bonds, $649.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $6,840.10.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, $2,689.06.
Number of accounts opened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 32.
Number of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 27.
1878.] Bank Commissioners^ Report.
AMOSKEAG SAVINGS BANK,—MANCHESTER.
Incorporated 1852. Charter perpetual.
President and Treasurer.—Moody Currier. Bond, $200,000, copy of which is on file iH
office of secretary of state. Date of bond, July 2, 1877. Sureties of bond able to respond.
Bond deposited with Hon. Lucien B. Clough for safe keeping. Annual compensation of
treasurer and clerks, $5,000.
Clerks.—C. M. Currier, teller; J. E. Currier, book-keeper.
Tr-ustees.—Moody Currier, Stephen D. Green, Jacob F. James, Lucien B. Clough, Joseph
E. Bennett, James A. Weston, Henry C. Merrill, George W. Riddle.





Premium on bonds sold 7,025.00
Profit and loss 1,816.71
$1,986,962.50
Bank Commissioners'^ Report. [May,
SCHEDULE OP THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE AMOSKEAG SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS.
1878.] Bank Commissioners^ Report.
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE AMOSKEAG SAVINGS BANK,-
Contmned.
STOCKS.
10 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,
ASHLAND SAVINGS BANK,—ASHLAND.
Incorporated 1872. Charter perpetual.
President.—Jeremiah M. Galley.
Treasurer.—Jonathan F. Keyes. Bond, $2,500, copy of which is on file in office of secre-
tary of state. Date of bond, July 23, 1872. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond de-
posited in bank safe for safe keeping. New bond for $35,000 filed March 5, 1878. Annual
compensation of treasurer and clerk, $000.
Clerk.—Fanny M. Keyes.
Trustees.—Frank Scribner, J. F. Keyes, Levi Clough, Thomas N. Hughes, John C. Smith,
Thomas J. Sanborn, Hiram Hodgdon, Ambrose Scribner, Jeremiah M. Galley, S. G. Baker.






Market Value. Par Value.
Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security.
.





















Nimiber of depositors, 449. Increase the past year, 102. Increase of deposits the past year,
$23,660.99.
Annual dividend of 5 per cent, December 27, 1877.
An extra dividend declared on all sums due depositors is made every two years ; the last one
was decliired January 1, 1877, amounting to $711.41, or about 1 per cent per annum.
Loans and investments are made by the investing committee, who meet once a week.
An examination of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of the
trustees twice a year, January and July.
Indebtedness of the trustees, $730.18.
Total amount of loans in the state, $104,156.72.
Total amount of loans out of the state, none. Character of loans is very fair.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $789.16.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, none.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 228.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, $711.24.
Books of record well kept. Reports are not published as required by law.
Tills bank receives 2 per cent on account of its deposits in other banks.
Largest amount loaned to any individual corjioration or company, $7,000.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be doubtful, $200.
Amount of overdue business paper, $3,104.27.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet Laws
of 18G9.
Amount reoeived from depositors for the year 1877, $58,957.20.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, $35,296.21.
Number of accounts opened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 155.
Number of accounts closed for the yeai- ending December 31, 1877, 53.
1878.] Bank Commissioners^ Report. 11
ASHUELOT SAVINGS BANK,—WINCHESTER.
Incorporated 1855. Charter expires 1895.
President.—Emerson Cook.
Treasurer.—Ellbry Alber. Bond, $30,000, copy of wliicli is on file in office of .secretary
of state. Date of bond, January 1, 1878. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond depos-
posited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer, $400.
r/-M.s/ee.5.—Emerson Cook, EUery Albee, Stephen Randall, William Snow, Obadiah Sprague,
W. S. Barrows, H. B. Bobbins, Abel H. Cook, William Rixford, Charles W. Scott, Willard
Hammond, Edward Alexander, Isaac Sabeu.








12 Bank Commissioners'' Report. [May,
BELKNAP SAVINGS BANK,— LACONIA.
Incorporated 1868. Charter expires 1888.
President.—Napoleon B. Gale.
Treasurer.—Benjamin P. Gale. Bond, $40,000, copy of which is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, September 5, 1872. Sureties of bond able to respond.
Bond deposited with James H. Tilton, trustee, for safe keeping. Annual compensation of
treasurer, $800.
Trustees.—Napoleon B. Gale, Joseph P. Pitman, Samuel W. Rollins, James H. Tilton,
Samuel W. Sanders, Henry W. Peaslee, George L. Mead, Edwin F. Burleigh, Stephen L. Tay-
lor, Lewis S. Perley, Gorliam Swain, Erastus P. Jewell.







Market Value. Par Value.
Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal securitj'
Loans on collateral security












































Number of depositors, 898. Increase the past year, 27.
Decrease of deposits the past year, $1,703.27.
Semi-annual dividends of 214 per cent each, March and Sejrtember.
An extra dividend declared on all sums due depositors is made every five years ; the last one
was declared Sei)tember 1, 1874, amounting to about 1 per cent per annum.
Loans and investments are made by the finance committee, who meet as business requires.
An examination of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of
the trustees twice a year, March and September.
Total amount of loans in the state, $194,570.33.
Total amount of loans out of the state, $34,526.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $21,400.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, $121,061.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $3,663.81.
Amount of national tax paid for the year ending December 31, 1877, $86.82.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 2.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to sejiarate parties in the state, 255.
Total expense of institution for yeai- ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, $1,037.68.
Books of record well kept. Reports are published as required by law.
Daily cash balances deposited with National Bank of Commerce, Boston, which makes the
collections of the bank in consideration of such deposits.
This bank receives 2% per cent on account of its deposits in other banks. ,
Largest amount loaned to any individual corporation or company, $14,100.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, $830.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be doubtful, $11,256.51.
Amount of overdue business paper, $11,017.20.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet Laws
of 1869.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $72,889.63.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, $74,592.90.
Number of accounts opened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 138.
Number of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 111.
From which the March, 1878, dividend of 2% per cent was declared and paid.
1878.] Bank Coi)im iss loners'' Rc])ort. 13
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AXD STOCKS OF THE BELKNAP SAVINCS BANK.
BONDS.
14 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,,
BRISTOL SAVINGS BANK,—BRISTOL.
Incorijorated 18C8. Charter expires 1888.
President.—Samuel K. Mason.
Treasurer.—George M. CA\as. Bond, $25,000, copy of which is on file in office of secre-
tary of state. Date of bond, February 8, 1875. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond
deposited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer not fixed.
Trustees.—William A. Berry, Albert Blake, Lewis W. Fling, L. W. Hammond, B. F.
Holden, Samuel K. Mason, David Mason, B. F. Perkins, M. W. White.
Examination, January 16, 1878.
STATEMENT.
Due depositors $153,415.77






Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
County, city, town, and district bonds
Railroad bonds registered





























Number of depositors, G26. Increase the past year, 56.
Increa.se of deposits the past year, $15,063.67.
Annual dividend of 5 per cent, January 1, 1878.
An extra dividend declared on all sums due depositors is made every two yeai's ; the last,
one declared January 1, 1875, amounting to $426.30, or about 1 per cent per annum.
Loans and investments are made by the investing committee, who meet when occasion re-
quires.
An examination of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of
the trustees twice a year, June and December.
Indebtedness of the trustees, $12,445.10.
Total amount of loans in the state, $114,258.21.
Total amount of loans out of the state, $20,000.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $5,000.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, $15,000.
Character of loan very good.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $1,338.39.
Number having deposits over $2,000, none.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 269.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, $1,174.
Books of record well kept. Reports are published as required by law.
Daily cash balances deposited with Shoe and Leather National Bank, Boston, which makes
the collections of the bank in consideration of such deposits.
This bank receives 21/2 per cent on account of its deposits in other banks.
Largest amount loaned to any individual corporation or company, $10,000.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, none.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be doubtful, none.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet Lawe
of 1809.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $74,421.52.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, $59,357.85.
Number of accounts opened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 134.
Number of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 121.
1878.] Bank Commissioners^ Report. 15
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS OF THE BRISTOL SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS.
16 Bank Commissioners' Report. [May,
CHESHIRE PROVIDENT INSTITUTION,—KEENE.
Incorporated 1833. Charter expires 1893.
President.—F. A. Faulkner.
Treasurer.—George Tildex. Bond, $100,000, copy of which is on file in office of secretary
of state. Date of bond, January 1, 18(i9. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond depos-
ited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer and clerk,
$1,800.
Trustees.—Charles S. Faulkner, J. Henry Elliot, William Dinsmoor, Bolivar Lovell, W. S.
Briggs, Henry C. Piper, G. B. Twitchell, Thomas E. Hatch, John J. Allen, C. J. Amidon,
B. H. Porter, George W. Tilden, Barrett Ripley, Edward Farrar, Edward C. Thayer.
Examination, February 12 and 13, and March 26, 1878.
STATEMENT.
Due depositors March 2C $1,924,751.50
Guaranty fund 18,881.78
$1,943,633.28
Market Value. Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
State bonds
















































Number of depositors, 6,011. Increase the past year, 132. Decrease of deposits the past
year, $104,322.14.
Semi-annual dividends of 2^4 per cent each, January and July.
Last extra dividend declared January, 1874, amounting to % per cent per annum.
Loans and investments are made by the investing committee, who meet once a week.
An examnation of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of
the trustees four times yearly.
Indebtedness of the trustees as principal, $22,000.
Total amount of loans in the state, $1,078,176.71.
Total amount of loans out of the state, $202,732.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $20,600.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, $547,298.10. Character
of loans generally good.
Amount of state tax paid last yea#, $19,284.17.
Amount of national tax paid for the year ending December 31, 1877, $1,204.14.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 81.
Number of single loans of .$1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 840.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, $3,500.
Books of record well kept. Reports are published as required by law.
Largest amount loaned to any individual cori>oration or company, $37,000.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, $1,000.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be doubtful, $5,000.
The funds of the institution ai e invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, PamplUet Laws
of 1809.
Premium on stocks and bonds, .$13,500.
Amount received from dei)Ositors for the year 1877, $333,226.97.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, $437,549.11.
Number of accounts opened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 722.
Number of account.s closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 590.
1878.] Bank Commissiomrs" Beport. 17
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE CHESHIRE PROVIDENT
INSTITUTION.
BONDS.
18 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE CHESHIRE PROVIDENT
INSTITUTION,—Con^iTM^ed.
STOCKS.
1878.] Bank Commissioners' Report. 19
CHINA SAVINGS BANK—ALLENSTOWN (VILLAGE OF SUNCOOK).
Incorporated 1869. Charter expires 1889.
President.—Natt Head.
Treasurer.~Chkb.i,y,& F. Hildreth. Bond, $25,000, copy of which is on file in office of
secretary of state for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer, $225.
Trustees.—Natt He.%d, William Ha-seltine, David L. Jewell, Jesse Gault, Charles Williams,
Moody K. Wilson, Philip Sargent, James F. Langmaid.
Examination, January 4, 1878.
STATEMENT.




20 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS OF THE CHINA SAVINGS BANK.
Market Value. Value on
Books.




















































1878.] Bank Commissioners^ Report. 21
CITY SAVINGS BANK,—NASHUA.
Incorporated 1863. Charter expires 1883.
President.—Edward P. Emerson.
Treasurer.—Elbridge P. Brown. Bond, $30,000, copy of which is on file in office of sec-
retary of state. D.ate of bond, August 1, 1876. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond
deposited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer and
clerk, $1,200.
Clerk.—In absence of the treasurer, the president acts a.s clerk.
Trustees.—E. P. Euiergon, D. Greeley, T. J. Laton, John G. Blunt, L. A. Roby, J. A.
Spaulding, Edward Hardy, Charles H. Burns, James M. SuUoway.






22 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE CITY SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS.
1878.] Bank Commissioners^ Report. 23
COCHECO SAVINGS BANK,—DOVER.
Incorporated 1872. Charter expires 1892.
President.—William B. Wiogin.
Vice-President.—John H. Leighton.
Treasurer.—Harry H. Hough. Bond, $35,000, copy of which is on file in ofHce of sec-
retary of state. Date of bond, December 1, 1877. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond
•deposited with the vice-president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer, $900.
Trustees.—William B. Wiggin, John C. Plummer, John H. Leighton, James E. Lothrop,
George W. Tash, George A. Thompson, Charles H. Ricker, Harrison Haley, Charles W.
Wiggin, Leonard S. Rand, Franklin Freeman, Ralph Hough, Alvin C. Kinnear, Thomas Ben-
nett, Harry H. Hough, Charles W. Thurston, Owen J. Lewis.






24 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE COCHECO SA\T;NGS BANK.
BONDS.
1878.] Bank Commissioners^ Report. 25
CONCORD SA\^^'GS BANK—CONCORD.
Incorporated 1SG7. Charter expires 1S87.
President.—Sargent C. Whitcher.
Treasurer.—Johx E. Robertson. Bond, S60,000, copy of which is on file in oflBce of
secretary of state. Date of bond, Nov. 1, 1877. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond
deposited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer, SI.200.
Trustees.—S. C. Whitcher. Benjamin Kimball. J. Y. Mugrridge, Thomas Stewart, VTilliam
B. Stearns, Charles H. Roberts, George Jones, Nathaniel White, T. A. Ambrose, E. G. Cum-
mings, John M. Hill, Ai B. Thompson, J. E. Robertson, George W. Critchett, Stillmau
Humphrey.
E.xamination, January 9 and 10, 1878.




Market Value. Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security









































Number of depositors, 3,286. Increase the past year, 95.
Decrease of deposits the past year, $37,762.63.
Annual dividend of 5 per cent, October 1. 1877.
An extra dividend declaied on all sums due depositors was made in 1871.
Loans and investments are made by the investing committee, who meet at the call of the
president.
An examination of tfie securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of
the trustees four times a vear.
Total amount of loans in the state, $38,924.88.
Total amount of loans out of the state, $203,370.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $8,800.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state. $314,820.
Amount of national tax paid for the ye.ir ending December 31, 1877, $172.41.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $4,594.28.
Number ha\-ing deposits of over $2,000, 10.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 17.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31. 1S77, exclusive of taxes, $3,500.
Books of record well kept. Reports are published as required by law.
Daily casli balances deposited with Fu-st National Bank, which makes the collections of the
bank in consideration of such deposits.
Largest amount loaned to any indi\idual corporation or company, $30,000.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad or doubtful", $20,000.
The funds of the institution are not invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet
Laws of 1809.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877. $73,572.46.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, $111,335.09.
Number of accounts opened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 144.
Number of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 49.
26 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,






Market Value. Par Value.
Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security






































SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE CONCORD SAVINGS BANK.—1?
BONDS, — Old Account.
1878.] Bank Commissioners' Report. 27
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE CONCORD SAVINGS BANK,—
Continued.
STOCKS, — Old Account.
28 Bank Co7mnissioners\ Report. [May,
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS OF THE CONCORD SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS. —New Account.
1878.] Bank Commissioners'' Report. 29
CONNECTICUT RIVER SAVINGS BANK,—CHARLESTOWN.
Incorporated 1831. Charter perpetual.
President.—Samuel Webber.
Treasurer.—George Olcott. Bond, $35,000, copy of which is on file in office of secre-
tary of .state. Date of bond, March 17, 1870. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond de-
posited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer, $1,000.
Clerk.—Charles C. Kimball.
rra.s^fPi-.—Samuel Webber, J. G. Briggs, jr., C. C. Kimball, George Olcott, S.amuel Wallcer,
R. Robertson, F. W. Putnam, Brooks Kimball, E. L. Cushing, H. B. Viall, L. H. Royce, L.
H. Labaree, Eben H. Tidd, J. T. Dinsmore, J. W. Taylor, G. S. Bond, Benjamin Whipple,
Benjamin Labaree.






30 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE CONNECTICUT RIVER
SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS.
1878.] Bank Commissioners' Report. n
CONWAY SAVINGS BANK,—CONWAY.
Incorporated 1809. Charter perpetual.
Presklenl.—Hiram C. Abbott.
Treasurer.—Samuel B. Shackford. Bond, $35,000, copy of which is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, January 7, 1875. Sureties of bond able to respond.
Bond deposited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer,
$300. Annual compensation of assistant treasurer, $15.
Trustees.—Hiram C. Abbott, Samuel B. Shackford, C. W. Wilder, Leavitt H. Eastman,
Nathaniel R. Mason, Henry Emerson, Samuel Deering, James J. Burke, Samuel Hayes, G.
W. M. Pitman, William Mason, Richard B. Thom, Charles Robertson, Samuel Hazelton.






32 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,
DARTMOUTH SAVINGS BANK,—HANOVER.
Incorporated 1860. Charter perpetual.
President.—Hiram Hitchcock.
Vice-President.—S. W. Cobb.
Treasurer.—N. S. Huntington. Bond, $3.5,000, copy of which is on file in office of sec-
Tetary of state. Date of bond, April 11, 1870. Sureties of bond are able to respond. Bond
deposited in the college safe for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer, $1,000.
Trustees.—Hiram Hitchcock, James S. Adams, J. L. Bridgman, Cliarles Benton, John W.
Claflin, Samuel W. Cobb, E. D. Carpenter, N. S. Huntington, Fred Chase, Monroe Pike, M.
N. Barstow, E. R. Ruggles, H. H. Holt.









Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
U. S. bonds





Real estate acquired by foreclosure
Real estate, bank building and lot





































Number of depositors, 1,115. Increase the past year, 2. Decrease of deposits the past year,
$1,743.95.
Two semi-annual dividends of 2% P^r cent each, July and January.
An extra dividend declared on all sums due depositors was made January 1, 1871, amount-
ing to $2,534.44, or about 1 per cent per annum.
Loans and investments are made by the investing committee, consisting of three trustees,
who meet as often as occasion requires.
An examination of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of
the trustees twice each year.
Indebtedness of the trustees as principal, $6,050.
Total amount of loans in the state, $59,983.
Total amount of loans out of the state, $26,955.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $16,900.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, $139,017.97.
Character of loan appeared to be good.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $2,810.16.
Amount of national tax paid for the year ending December 31, 1877, $132.07.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 18.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 14.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, about
$1,200.
Books of record well kept. Reports are published as required by law.
Daily cash balances deposited with Dartmouth National Bank.
This bank receives no interest on account of its deposits in other banks.
Largest amount loaned to any individual corporation or company, $35,000.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, none.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be doubtful, $3,100.
The funds of the institution are not invested strictly agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pam-
phlet Laws of 1809.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, 70,720.23.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, $72,404.18.
Number of accounts opened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 134.
Number of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 132.
1878.] Bank Commissioners^ Report. 33
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE-DARTMOUTH SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS.
34 Bank Coiiwiissioners'' B-eport. [May,
DERRY SAVINGS BANK,—DERRY.
Incorporated 1870. Charter expires 1890.
President.—3o«s W. Notes.
Vice-President.—S.. P. Hood.
Treasurer.—G. C. Cubriee. Bond, $2.5,000, copy of which is on file in office of secretary
of state. Date of bond, February 8, 187.5. Sureties of bond are able to respond. Bond
deposited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer, $100.
Trustees.—John W. Noyes, Harvey P. Hood, Joseph Montgomery, George Moore, Hazen
R. Underbill, Jonathan Savory, G. C. Currier.






Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security





Cash on hand and on deposit in Derry
National Bank

































Number of depositors, 238. Increase the past year, 5.
Increase of deposits the past year, $2,351.10.*
No dividends have been paid. Dividend declared Dec. 29, 1877 ; payable April 1, 1878.
Loans and investments are made by the investing committee, appointed from the board of
trustees, who meet once a month.
An examination of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of
the trustees twice each year.
Indebtedness of the trustees, none.
Total amount of loans in the state, $12,094.
Total amount of loans out of the state, $15,872.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $8,201.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, $5,225.
Cliaracter of loan is now believed to be good as a whole.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $501.75.
Amount of national tax paid for the year ending December 31, 1877, $13.29.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 1.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 6.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, $591.34.
Books of record well kept. Reports are published as required by law.
Daily cash balances deposited with Derry National Bank.
This bank receives 3 per cent on account of its deposits in other banks.
Largest amount loaned to any individual corporation or company, $6,000.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, none reported.
Amount of debts believed hy the trustees to be doubtful, none reported.
Amount of overdue paper, $5,000.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet Laws
of 18G9, very nearly.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $21,112.44.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, $18,761.28.
Number of accounts opened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 54.
Number of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 49.
* The deposits in this bank were reduced by decree, December 25, 1877, twenty-five per
1878.] Bank Commissioners' Report. 35
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE DERRY SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS. Market Value. Par Value. Value on
Books.
CotJNTT, Cmr, Town, and District.
Eldorado, Kansas
Railro.*.d.




Derry National 77 shares.
Railroad.













36 Bank Commissioners'' Report. [May,
DOVER FIVE CENTS SAVINGS BANK —DOVER.
.Incorporated 185C. Charter expires 1896.
President.—A-ni:<-RY\v H. Young.
Treasurer.—Calvin Hale. Bond, $40,000, copy of which is on file in office of secretary
of state. Date of bond, March 27, 1870. Sureties of bond are able to respond. Bond de-
posited witli the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer and clerk,
$1,050.
C/erA-.—Isaac F. Abbott.
Trustees.—Andrew H. Young, Eli V. Brewster, Charles H. Sawyer, Oliver Wyatt, Ralph
Hougli, Cahin Hale, "William Grime, Charles W. Murphy, George W. Benn, William A. Mor-
rill, Ephraim H. Whiteliouse.






Market Value. Par Value.
Value on
Books;
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
































Number of depositors, 1,346. Decrease the past year, 199.
Decrease of deposits the past year, $23,270.08.
Semi-annual ai\ idends of 2V2 per cent each, April and October.
No extra dividend has been declared since 1861.
Loans and investments are made by the investing committee, consisting of three trustees,
who meet as often as business requires.
An examination of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of the
trustees twice a year.
Indebtedness of the tnistees as principal, $4,000.
Total amount of loans in the state, $105,701.99.
Total amount of loans out of the state, $600.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $13,517.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, $24,860.80.
Character of loan believed to be good. Amount of state tax paid last year, $1,661.77.
Amount of national tax paid for the year ending December 31, 1877, $68.91.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 6.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 52.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, $1,100.
Books of record well kept. Reports are published as required by law.
Daily cash balances deposited with Dover National Bank.
This bank receives no interest on account of its deposits in other banks.
Largest amount loaned to any individual corporation or company, $10,000.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, none.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be doubtful, $122.80.
Amount of overdue paper, $6,703.64.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet Laws
of 1869.
Premium on stocks and bonds, $1,018.25.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $20,044.52.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, $43,315.20.
Number of accounts opened for the yeai- ending December 31, 1877, 24.
Number of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 199.
1878.] Bank Commissioners'' Report. 37
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE DOVER FIVE CENTS SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS.
38 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,
EPPING SAVINGS BANK,—EPPING.
Incorporated 1873. Chai-ter expires 1893.
President.—Joseph C. Burley.
Treasurer.—G-EO-RG-E S. Rundlett. Bond, $25,000, copy of which is on file in office of secre-
tary of state. Date of bond, December 18, 1874. Sureties of bond are able to respond.
Bond deposited witli the president for safe keeping.
Trustees.—J. C. Burley, Josiah H. Stearns, James L. Rundlett, Winthrop N. Dow, Wil-
liam R. Bunlier, David Stickney, John H. Pike, Joseph N. Cilley, James H. Bartlett, Alfred
T. Rundlett, Benjamin W. Hoyt, Dudley L. Harvey, Hosea B. Burnham, John Leddy.
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FARJnNGTON SAVINGS BANK,—FARMINGTON.
Incorporated 18C8. Charter expires 1888.
President.—3. F. Cloutman.
r»-enm;rr.—Thomas F. Cook. Bond, $35,000, copy of which is on file in office of secre-
tary of state. Date of bond, January 1, 1876. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond
deposited witli tlie president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer, |700.
Trustees.—3oim F. Cloutmau, Alonzo .1-. Nute, G. W. Eastman, D. T. Parker, H. B. Edgerly,
Levi Pearl, Hiram Barker, John H. Barker, John G. Johnson, Daniel Pearl, C. W. Win-
gate, J. B. Edgerly, Thomas F. Cook, J. R. Hayes, M. W. Haynes.
Examination, January o, 1878.
STATEMENT.





Market Value. Par Value.
Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
325 shai'es Farmington National Bank























Number of depositors, 802. Increase the past year, 38.
Increase of deposits the past year, $9,103.56.
Annual dividend of 5 per cent, January.
An extra dividend declared on all sums due depositors is made every five years : the last one
was declared January, 1875, amounting to $4,053.16, or about li^ per cent per annum.
Loans and investments are made by the investing committee, who meet once a week.
An examination of the seciu-ities and books of the institution is made by a committee of
the trustees twice a year.
Indebtedness of the trustees as principal, $8,367.78.
Total amount of loans in the state, $156,277.07.
Total amount of loans out of the state, $80,844.97.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $32,.500.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, none.
Character of loans generally good. Amount of state tax paid last year, .$2,430.87.
Amount of national tax paid for the year ending December 31, 1877, $202.42.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 16.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 192.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, $996.78.
Books of record neatly kept. Reports are published as required by law.
Largest amount loaned to any individual corporation or company, $6,000.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, $1,500.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be doubtful, $4,700.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet Laws
of 1869.
Amount of call deposits not on interest in said bank, $19,684.64.
Premium on stocks and bonds, $2,000.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $64,127.50.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, $55,023.94.
Number of accounts oj^ened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 138.
Number of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 113.
40 Bank Commissioners'' Report. [May,
FITZWILLIAM SAVINGS BANK,—FITZWILLIAM.
Incorporated 1871. Charter perpetual.
President.—Stephen Batcheldek.
Treasurer.—Milton Chaplin. Borid, $25,000, copy of which is on file in office of secre-
tary of state. Date of bond, January 3, 1876. Svu'eties of bond able to respond. Bond
deposited with tlie president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer, $150.
Tnistees.—Steplien Batchelder, Silas Cummings, Charles W. Whitney, James B. Robbins,
John M. Parker, Samuel Kendall, Abner C4age, N. M. Cahill, John Fon'istall, G. W. Simonds,
A. R. Gleason, A. W. Spaulding, Calvin B. Perry, Edwin N. Bowen.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE FITZWILLIAM SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS.
42 Bank Commissioners' Report. [May,
FRANCESTOWN SAVINGS BANK—FRANCESTOWN.
Incorporated 1868. Charter expires 1888.
President.—Hiram Patch.
Treasurer.—S. D. Dow'xes. Bond, ?30,000, copy of which is on file in office of secretary
of state. Date of bond, January 12, 1877. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond de-
posited with president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer, S550.
Trustees.—Hiram Patch, Robert Bradford, Thomas B. Bradford, Samuel B. Hodge, Joseph
Kingsbury, Cliarles A. Vose, Augustus H. Bixby, James F. Bixby, Thomas E. BLxby.
Examination, January 7, 1878.
STATEJIENT.
Old Accounts. New Accounts. Total.
Due depositors §48,287.00 $9,079.76 $57,367.36
Surplus 10,011.87 367.93 10,379.80




Old Accounts. New Accounts. Total
Loans on real estate
Loans on personal security . .
.
Loans on collateral security .































Number of depositors, 496. Increase the past year, 20.
Decrea.se of deposits the past year, $30,618.71.
Annual dividend of 3 per cent, January 1, 1878.
An extra dividend declared 1874.
Loans and investments are made by the investing committee, who meet at the caU of the
treasurer.
An examination of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of the
trustees twice a year.
Indebtedness of the trustees as principal, $830.
Total amount of loans in the state, $33,881.06.
Total amount of loans out of the state, §4,000.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $14,179.50.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, $13,875.61.
Character of loan generally good. Amount of state tax paid last year, $701.22.
Amount of national tax paid for the year ending December 31, 1877, $21.50.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, none.
Niunber of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 31.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, $839.33.
Books of record well kept. Reports are published as required by law.
DaUy cash balances deposited with Ti-aders' National Bank, Boston, which makes the collec-
tions of the bank in consideration of such deposits.
Largest amount loaned to any individual corporation or company, $3,000.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, none.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be doubtful, none.
Amount of overdue business paper, none.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet Laws
of 1809.
Premium on stocks and bonds, $111.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $16,930.80.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, $53,549.51.
Number of accounts opened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 62.
Number of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 36.
1878.] Bank Commissioners' Report. 43
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE FRANCESTOWN SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS.
44 Bank Commissioners'' Report. [May,
FRANKLIN SAYINGS BANK,—FRANKLIN.
IncoriJorated 18G9. Charter expires 1889.
PrenUlent.—Austin F. Pike.
Treasurer.—Alexis Proctor. Bond, $55,000, copy of which is on file in oflSce of secretary
of state. Date of bond, October 12, 1874. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond de-
posited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer and clerk,
$1,400.
Trustees.—Austin F. Pike, George W. Nesmith, Daniel Barnard, David Gilchrist, Warren
F. Daniell, John Taylor, Stephen Kendrick, Walter Aiken, A. W. Sulloway, I. N. Blodgett,
Milton Gerrish, John H. Rowell, Henry A. Weymouth.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE FRANKLIN SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS.
46 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,
GONIC FIVE CENTS SAVINGS BANK,—ROCHESTER.
Incorporated 1SG4. Charter expires 1884.
President.—Charles A. Foss.
Treasurer.—N. V. Whitehouse. Bond, $25,000, copy of which is on file in office of sec-
retary of state. D.ate of bond, September 7, 18G9. Sureties of bond are able to respond.
Bond deposited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer,
CtQQA
Trustees.—C\xax\es, A. Foss, John F. McDuffee, N. V. Whitehouse, C. S. Whitehouse, A.
W. Mason, Jonathan F. Berry, Demeritt Place, Stephen C. Header, M. S. Hanscom, Samuel
R. Hanson, Downing Varuey.





Due First National Bank, Gonic* 7,601.64
$48,613.33
Market Value. Par Value.
Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security .^
Loans on collateral security .'
Bank stock
Assigned judgments and sheriff's deed of
real estate
Real estate by foreclosure
Bank iixtures, safe




























Number of depositors, 131. Decrease the past year, 13.
Decrease of deposits the past year, $145.42.
Two semi-annual dividends of 2 and 21/2 per cent each, respectively.
An extra dividend declared on all sums due depositors is made every two years ; the last one
was declared January 1, 1876, of about 1 per cent per annum.
Loans and investments ai'e made by the treasurer, with the consent of the trustees, who
meet as often as there is any business for them to do.
An examination of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of
the trustees twice a year.
Indebtedness of the trustees as principal, nothing ; as siu-ety, nothing.
Total amount of loans in the state, $23,306.11.
Total amount of loans out of the state, $1,900.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $12,083.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, none.
Character of loan believed to be good at mai-ket value reported.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $335.10.
Amount of national tax paid for the year ending December 31, 1877, none.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, none.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 39.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, $397.62.
Books of record well kept. Reports are published as required by law.
Largest amount loaned to any individual corporation or company, $2,692.71.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, $125.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be doubtful, $2,416.56.
Amount of overdue paper, $16,503.90.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet Laws
of 1869.
Premium on stocks and bonds, none.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $5,423.71.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, $5,618.63.
Number of accounts opened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 5.
Number of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, IS.
* At a subsequent visit, March 9, this debt was found to have been paid in conformity with'
request made at the time of the first examination.
1878.] Bank Commissioners^ Report. 47
GORHAM FIVE CENT SAVINGS BANK,—GORHAM.
Incorporated 1872. Charter expires 1892.
President.—Warren Noyes.
Treasurer.—Rufus F. Ingails. Bond, $25,000, copy of which is on file in oflBce of .secre-
tary of state. Date of bond, March 17, 1873. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond de-
posited witli the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer, $200.
Trustees.—Warren Noyes, J. P. Evans, T. A. Adams, Augustus Evans, A. S. Twitchell,
Stephen Gordon, T. E. Fisli.
Examination, January 26, 1878.
STATEMENT.




48 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,
HINSDALE SAVINGS BANK—mNSDALE.
Incorporated 1874. Charter perpetual.
President.—CnKui.Ti& J. Amadon.
Treasurer.—George Wellman. Bond, ^2.5,000, copy of which is on file in office of secre-
tary of state. Date of bond, September 12, 1874. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond
deposited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer, $150.
Trustees.—Charles J. Amadon, George Robertson, R. H. Hopkins, Nelson RichardsoUj G.
W. Holland, George Wellman, George S. Wilder, A. A. Thayer, C. S. Fay, Ansel Dickinson,
H. F. Horton, D. W. Stearns.






Market Value. Par Value.
Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal secui'ity
Loans on collateral security
County, city, town, and district bonds . .
.
Bank stock






























Number of depositors, 185. Increase the past year, 26.
Increase of deposits the past year, $8,725.42.
Semi-annual dividends of 2^4 per cent each, January and July.
Loans and investments are made by the investing committee, who meet a.s often as is neces-
sary.
An examination of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of the
trustees twice a year.
Total amount of loans in the state, $31,590.24.
Total amount of loans out of the state, $625.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, none.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, $2,400.
Character of loans good.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $258.48.
Amount of national tax paid for the year ending December 31, 1877, none.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, none.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 93.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, $249.30.
Books of record well kept. Reports are published as required by law.
Largest amount loaned to any individual corporation or company, $1,726.75.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, none.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be doubtful, none.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet Laws
of 1869.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $15,507.38.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, $6,781.96.
Number of accounts opened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 61.
Number of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 35.
Bank Commissioners' Report. 491878.]
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE HINSDALE SAVINGS BANK
BONDS.
50 Bank Commissioners' Report. [May,
lONA SAVINGS BANK,—TILTON.
Incorporated 1870. Cliarter perpetual.
President.—Addison B. Wyatt.
Treasurer.—William T. Cass. Bond, $30,000, copy of which is on file in office of secre-
tary of state. Date of bond, September '22, 1874. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond
deposited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer, $G50.
Trustees.—A .B. Wyatt, E. Davis, B. F. Cofran, A. S. Ballantyne, B. T. Brown, M. Gerrish^
J. F. Taylor, S. W. Davis.









Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
County, city, town, and district bonds .
.
Railroad bonds


































Number of depositors, 545. Increase the past year, 39. Increase of deposits the past year,
$9,675.16.
Semi-annual dividends of 21/2 per cent each. May and November.
Loans and investments are made by the investing committee and treasurer, who meet every
month.
An examination of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of the
trustees twice a year.
Indebtedness of the trustees, $8,919.
Total amount of loans in the state, none out of state.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $10,000.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, $20,000.
Character of loans is generally good.
Amount of state ta.x paid last year, $1,788.33.
Amount of national tax paid for the year ending December 31, 1877, $51.79.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 1.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 80.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, $1,001.26.
Books of record well kept. Reports are published as required by law.
Daily cash balances deposited with Citizens' National Bank, Tilton, which makes the collec-
tions of the bank in consideration of such dejjosits.
Largest amount loaned to any individual corporation or company, $12,000.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be doubtful, very little if any.
Amount of overdue business paper, $4,003.35.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet Laws
of 1869.
Premium on stocks and bonds, $245.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $59,405.97.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, $49,790.81.
Number of accounts opened for the year enrling December 31, 1877, 128.
Number of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 89.
1878.] Bank Commissioners^ Report. 51




CoiTNTY, City, Town, and District.
City of Elizabeth, N. J 7 per cent
City of Sandusky, Ohio 7
Town of Lake, HI 7
Zanesville, Ohio 8






Grand Rapids, Mich 7
Railroad.








































52 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,
KEAKSAKGE SAVINGS BANK,—WAENER.
Incorporated 1873. Charter expires 1893.
President.—'N. G. Ordway.
Vice-President.—M. H. Harriman.
Treasurer.—Gilman C. George. Bond, $25,000, copy of which is on file in ofiBce of sec-
retai-y of state. Bate of bond, March 21, 1874. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond
deposited with the vice-president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer, $400.
Trustees.—N. G. Ordway, H. H. Harriman, L. N. Chase, George Savory, Timothy Flan-
ders, Willard Graves, Ira Haney, Hiram Buswell, A. C. Carroll, W. E. Chandler, John Aiken,
Eli Dodge, Joseph S. Greeley.
Examination, March 18, 1878.
STATEMENT.






Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
























Number of depositors, 321. Decrease the past year, 5.
Increase of deposits the past year, $11,498.99.
Annual dividend of 5 per cent, October 1, 1877.
No extra dividend has been declared.
Loans and investments ai-e made by the investing committee, who meet once a week.
An examination of the securities and books of theinstitution is made by a committee of
the trustees twice a year, March and September.
Indebtedness of the trustees as principal and as surety, $17,240.
Total amount of loans in the state, $33,241.
Total amount of loans out of the state, $27,250.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $8,580.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, $6,000.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $724.95.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, none.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 28.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, $717.52.
Books of record well kept. Reports are published as required by law.
Daily cash balances deposited with Kearsarge National Bank, which makes the collections
of the bank in consideration of such deposits.
Largest amount loaned to any individual corporation or company, $10,000.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet Laws
of 18G9.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $32,782.26.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, $21,283.27.
Number of accounts opened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 70.
Number of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 67.
* The deposit accounts of this bank were reduced, by order of the court and bank com-
missioners, March 18, 1877, twenty-five i)er cent, on account of depreciations and shrinkages
of the resources and securities of the institution.
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KEENE FIVE CENTS SAVINGS BANK,—KEENE.
Incorporated 1868. Charter perpetual.
President.—C\ix.B T. Buffum.
Treasurer.—G. D. Litchfield. Bond, $60,000, copy of which is on file in office of secre-
tary of state. Date of bond, September 22, 1875. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond
deposited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer, $1,000.
Truslees.—Fran^ A. Perry, George W. Ball, John Humphrey, Henry O. Coolidge, C. F.
Rowell, D. H. Woodward, 0. G. Dort, N. C. Hay^vard, John Q. Jones, John B. Fiske, 0.
Sprague, Elbridge Clark, F. E. Keyes, Hiram Blake, C. N. Chandler.





Market Value. Par Value. Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
U. S. bonds
State bonds










































Number of depositors, 4,003. Increase the past year, 166.
Increase of deposits the past year, $55,495.08.
Semi-annual dividends of 2i/^ per cent each, January and July.
An extra dividend declared on all sums due depositors is made every two years ; the last
one was declared January 1, 1876, amounting to $8,145.69, or about 1 per cent per annum.
Loans and investments are made by the investing committee, who meet once a week.
An examination of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of
the trustees four times yearly.
Indebtedness of the trustees as principal, $6,300.
Total amount of loans in the state, $455,366.27.
Total amount of loans out of the state, $119,425.63.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $46,800.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, $163,200.
Character of loans generally good.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $7,475.19.
Amount of national tax paid for the year ending December 31, 1877, $309.98.
Number having dejjosits of over $2,000, 29.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 441.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, $1,420.81.
Books of record neatly kept. Reports are published as required by law.
Largest amount loaned to any individual corporation or company, $12,500.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, none.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be doubtful, $7,000.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to chaioter 4, section 3, Pamphlet Laws
of 1869.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $200,081.04.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, $144,585.96.
Number of accounts opened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 612.
Number of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 446.
54 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE KEENE FIVE CENTS SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS.
1878.] Bank Commissioners^ Report 55
LACO^^A SAVINGS BANK,—LACONIA.
Incorporated 1831. Cliarter perpetual.
Presi(1e7it.—Albert G. Folsom.
Treasurer.—'WooDBVv.Y L. Melchek. Bond, $60,000, copy of which is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, July 1, 1873. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond
deposited with tlie president for safe keeiiing. Annual compensatiou of treasurer, $1,200.
7'r».s^e«c?.—Albert G. Folsom, Daniel A. Tilton, James S. Hoit, Ellery A. Hibbard, Ebenezer
Stevens, Almon C. Leavitt, Frank W. Reeves, Samuel B. Smith, Noah L. True.






56 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE LACONIA SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS. Market Value.
1878.] Bank Commissioners^ Rejwrt. 57
LAKE VILLAGE SAVINGS BANK,—LAKE VILLAGE.
Incorporated 18G4. Cliarter expires 1884.
President.—Oliver Goss.
Treasurer.—Thom.vs Ham. Bond, $30,000, copy of which is on file in office of secretary
of state. Date of bond, April 1, 187G. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond deposited
in safe of Cole Manufacturing Company for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasu-
rer, not fixed.
Trv.'tlees.— Oliver Goss, Henry M. Sleeper, Moses R. Elkins, Samuel C. Clark, John J.
Morrill, Winborn A. Sanborn, Sttplien S. Ayer, Augustus Doe, Stephen B. Cole, George L.
Sleeper, Joseph L. OiU'll, Thdinns Hani, Moses Sargent, jr.






58 Bank Commissioners'' Report. [May,
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE LAKE VILLAGE SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS.
1878.] Bank Commissioners^ Report. 59
LEBANON SAVINGS BANK,—LEBANON.
Incorporated 1869. Charter expires 1889.
President.—Wiluam S. Ela.
Vice-Presidents.—S. A. Peck, Samuel Wood, 2d.
Treasurer.—Edward A. Kendrick. Bond, $55,000, copy of which is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, $25,000, August 6, 1870, and others of later dates. Sure-
ties of bond are able to respond. Bond deposited with the president for safe keeping. An-
nual compensation of treasurer and clerk, $1,500.
Clerk.—Cornelia L. Foster.
Tj-if.f/cp.?.—William S. Ela, Aaron H. Cragin, Lewis C. Potter, N. B. Stearns, D. W. Mar-
ston, Charles A. Dole, George Blodgett, Samuel Wood, 2d, Bradley True, Solon A. Peck,
William Duncan, Edward A. Kendrick, Charles M. Hildreth, M. V. Purmout.





60 Bank Commissioners'^ Report. [May,
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE LEBANON SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS. Market Value. Par Value. Value on
Books.
State.
New Hampshii-e, due 1879,
" " 1892,
" " " 1904,
" " " 1905,
County, City, Town, and District.
City of Manchester, due 1884, 6s
City of Manchester, due 1887, water bond,
Cs
City of Manchester, due 1892, water bond,
Cs
City of Manchester, due 1890, 6s
City of Manchester, due 1895, 6s
City of Dover, due 1893, 6s
City of Portsmouth, due 1893, 68
Jersey City, N. J., due 1892, 7s
City of Newark, due 1886, 7s
Town of Newport, N. H., due 1901, 6s....
New England Loan Company, due 1885, 7s
Town of Lebanon, N. H., due 1881, 6s, gold
" " " " 1886, "
Union Sch. District, Lebanon, due 1888, Cs





National Bank of Lebanon (176 shares, p.ar
$100)
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LITTLETON SA\aNGS BANK,—LITTLETON.
Incorporated July 1, 1S68. Charter expires 1888.
President.—John Faer.
Treasurer.—Oscar C. Hatch. Bond, $45,000, copy of which is on file in office of sec-
Tetaiy of state. Date of bond, November 22, 1875. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond
deposited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer and
clerk, S1,4(H).
Clerk.—O. B. Copel.a.nd.
Trustees.—John Farr, Cyrus Eastman, Henry L. Tilton, Eleazer B. Parker, George B. Red-
ington, Nelson C. FaiT, George A. Bingham, H. N. Southworth, Oscar C. Hatch, Otis G.
Hale.






62 Bank Commissioners' Report. [May,
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE LITTLETON SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS. Market Value. Par Value. Value on
Books.
U. S. bonds, new 5s
U. S. bonds, 41/2 per cent
State.
New Hampshire
County, City, Town, and District.





County of Alexander, 111
Town of Grant, III
Lake, 111
School district of Puebla, Col
Miscellaneous.





National Mechanics and Traders' Bank,
Portsmouth, N. H., 14 shares, 110
National Bank of Newbury, Wells River,
Vt., 4 shares, 110
Citizens' National Bank, Tilton, N. H., 35
shares, 1 17
Second National Bank, Nashua, N. H., 50
shares, 100
Lake National Bank, Wolfeborough, N. H.,
50 shares, 104
Citizens' National Bank, Keene, N. H., 50
shares, 110
Laconia National Bank, Laconia, N. H., 15
shares, 115
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LOAN AND TRUST SAVINGS BANK,—CONCORD.
Incorporated 1872. Charter perpetual.
President.— Jo-SKTRxs E. Sargent.
Vice-President.—John V. Barron.
Treasurer.—Joiw V. Barron.* Bond, $60,000, copy of which is on file in office of secre-
tary of state. D.ate of bond, January 9, 1877. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond de-
posited with the president for safe Iceeping. Annual compensation of treasurer and secre-
tary, $1,200.
Secretary.—George A. Fernald.
Trustees.—J. E. Sargent, Lyman D. Stevens, John V. Barron, George G. Fogg, Lewis Down-
ing, jr., Calvin Howe, J. P. Pitman, James S. Noyes, William H. Allison, John H. Albin,
George E. Todd, Howai-d A. Dodge, H. H. Hai-rimau, John F. Jones, Walter Harriman,
Franklin Mosely, Silas Curtis.









Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
U. S. bonds













































Number of depositors, 1,736. Increase the past year, 207. Increase of deposits the past
year, $47,908.
Annual dividend of 5 per cent, July 1, 1877.
An extra dividend declared on all sums due depositors is made every two years ; the last one
was declared July 1, 1877, amounting to $9,502.25, or about 1 per cent per annum.
Loans and investments are made by the investing committee, who meet once a week.
An examination of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of
the trustees four times a year.
Total amount of loans in the state, $242,480.26.
Total amount of loans out of the state, $164,010.08.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $36,700.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, $140,984.19.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $5,637.17.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 1.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 54.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, $1,818.40.
Books of record well kept. Reports are published as required by law.
Daily cash balances deposited with National State Capital Bank, which makes the collec-
tions of the bank in consideration of such deposits.
This bank receives 214 and 4 per cent on account of its deposits in other banks.
Largest amount loaned to any indi^adual corporation or comi^any, $30,000.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, $2,500.
Amount of overdue business paper, $4,700.
Tlie funds of the institution are not invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet Laws
of 1869.
Premium on stocks and bonds, $5,317.64.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $236,605.93.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, $188,697.93.
Number of accounts opened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 476.
Number of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 269.
* Deceased.
64 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE LOAN AND TRUST SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS.
1878.] Bank Commissioners^ Report. 65
MANCHESTER SAVINGS BANIv—MANCHESTER.
Incorporated 1S46. Charter perpetual.
President.—William P. Newell.
Treasurer.—Nathan Parker. Bond, $175,000, copy of which is on file in oflfice of secre-
tary of st.ite. Date of bond, January 12, 1874. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond
deposited in the Manchester National Bank for safe keeping. Annual compensation of
treasurer and clerks, $5,700.
C/e7*s.—Walter M. Parker, E. H. Paine, W. B. Stearn.s.
Trustees.—Daniel Clark, Phinehas Adams, David A. Buuton, Benjamin F. Martin, Aretas










Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal secm-ity


















































Number of depositors, 6,563. Increase tlie jiast year, 372.
Increase of dej^osits the past year, $76,575.06.
Annual dividend of -iV^ per cent, July, 1877.
An extra dividend declared on all sums due depositors is made every five years ; the last one
was declared July, 1873, amounting to §42,000, or about 1 per cent per annum.
Loans and investments are made by the investing committee, who meet once a week.
An examination of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of the
trustees four times yearly.
Indebtedness of the trustees as principal, notliing.
Total amount of loans in the state, §849,467.09.
Total amount of loans out of the state, $1,365,034.95.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $206,780.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, §706,708.75.
Character of loan good.
Amount of state tax paid last year, §28,707.74.
Amount of national tax paid for the year ending December 31, 1877, $271.38.
Number having deposits of over §2,000, 27.
Number of single loans of §1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 30.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, §6,256.55.
Books of record well kept. Reports are published as required by law.
Daily cash balances deposited with JIanchester National Bank, which makes the collections
of the bank in consideration of such deposits.
Largest amount loaned to any individual corporation or company, §145,000.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, none.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be doubtful, none.
Amount of overdue business paper, none.
The funds of the institution are not invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet
Laws of 1869.
Premium on stocks and bonds, §27,055.25.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $942,046.77.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, §865,471.71.
Number of accounts opened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 1,496.
Number of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 1,124.
5
66 Bank Commissioners'' Report
.
[May,
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE MANCHESTER SAVINGS
BANK.
Market Value. Par Value.
Value on
Books.
U. S. bonds C per cent $199,475.00 $193,000.00
State.
New Hamijshire C per cent
County, City, Town, and District,
County of Hillsborough, N. H. .G per cent
City of Chicago, 111 7 "
Cincinnati, O 7 "
St. Louis, Mo G "
Toledo, O 8 "
Cleveland,© G "
Manchester, N. H 6 "
Railroad.
Michigan Central 8 per cent
Chicago, Burlington, & Quincy..7 "
Ogdensburg & Lake Champlain.8 "
Boston, Concord, & Montreal. . .7 "
Rutland 8 "
. Northern New Hampshire G "
Portland & Kennebec 6 "
Morris & Essex .7 "
Boston & Lowell 6 "
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE MANCHESTER SAVINGS BANK,
Contimied.
STOCKS.
68 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,
MASON VILLAGE SAVINGS BANK,—GREENVILLE.
Incorporated 1870. Charter expires 1890.
President.—Samvel Haines.
Treasurer.—Milton H. Hardy. Bond, .S25,000, copy of which is on file in office of sec-
retary of state. Date of bond, January 20, 1877. Sureties of bond alile to respond. Bond
deposited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer and
clerk, $200.
C/«JVfc.—Charles F. Marshall.
Trustees.—Franklin Merriam, John Kenney, Henry A. Davis, Milton H. Hardy, John R.
Lynch, Samuel McGown, Elisha B. Barrett, Charles E. Hall, Milan L. Sargent, Samuel E-
Adams, Edward G. Heald, Marshall Kimball.





Note, temjjorary loan 2,000.00
Due former treasurer 400.00
$45,759.GG
Market Value. Par Value.
Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
County, city, town, and district bonds
Railroad bonds
Bank stock
20 shares New Hampshire Fire Insurance
Co. stock









































Number of depositors, 231. Decrease the past year, 11.
Decrease of deposits the past year, $6,483.88.
Semi-annual dividends of 21/^ per cent each, January and July.
An extra dividend declared on all sums due depositors is made every five years ; the last one
was declared January, 1876, amounting to $525.94, or about 1 per cent per annum.
Loans and investments are made by the investing committee, who meet when occasion
requires.
An examination of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of the
trustees twice a year, January and July.
Indebtedness of the trustees as principal, S200.
Total amount of loans in the state, $18,039.60.
Total amount of loans out of the state, 827,120.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $4,000.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, $23,355.66.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $440.78.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 1.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 31.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, $241.72.
Books of record well kept. Reports are not published as required by law.
Largest amount loaned to any individual coriioration or company, $4,500.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, $525.
The funds of the institution are not invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet
Laws of 1869.
Premium on stocks and bonds, $3,677.39.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $11,616.36.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, Sl'8,100.24.
"Number of accounts opened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 40.
TCumber of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 52.
Real estate owned by the bank, the " Elliot place,"' so called ; value, $300.
Annual rents, $24.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OP THE MASON VILLAGE SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS.
70 Bank Commissioners' Piejwrt. [May,
MECHANICS'. SAYINGS BANK,—MANCHESTER,
lucorporated 1876. Commenced business January 11, 1878. Charter perpetual.
President.—Aretas Blood.
Treasurer.—ioaiAM Carpenter. Bond, $25,000, copy of which is on file in office of secre-
tary of state. Date of bond, January 11, 1878. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond
deposited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer not fixed. -
Trustees.—Aretas Blood, Josiali Carjienter, John Hojl:, N. S. Bean, George W. Dodge,
Henry E. Burnham, Frank P. Carpenter.
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MECHANICS' SAVINGS BANK,—NASHUA.
Incorporated 1809. Charter expires 1889.
Preniclent.—Seth D. Chandler.
Treasurer.—C. V. Dearbobn. Bond, S50,000, copy of which i.s on file in office of secre-
tary of state. Date of bond, March 31, 1873. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond de-
posited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer and clerks,
$775.
C/'v7.\s.— Frederick A. Eaton and Phinelias A. Hammond.
Trustees.—^eth. D. Cliandler, J. W. White, E. B. Hammond, H. F. Courser, D. F. Run-
nells, J. A. Marsh, Charles B. Ricliardson, Jolm D. Chandler, Samuel G. Dearborn, Charles
Hobnan, C. V. Dearborn, Kimball Webster, Daniel Marshall.
Examination, Januai'y 24, 1878.




Temporary indebtedness to the Second National Bank 651.17
$105,477.01






Market "Value. Par Value.
Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate,
Loans on personal security.
.


















SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE MECHANICS' SAVINGS
BANK.—OLD ACCOUNT.
BONDS.
1878.] Bank Commissioners'' Report. 73
SCHEDULE OF THE STOCKS AND BONDS OF THE MECHANICS' SAVINGS
BANK.—NEW ACCOUNT.
STOCKS.
74 Bank Commissioners' Report. [May,
MEREDITH VILLAGE SAVINGS BAXK,—MEREDITH VILLAGE.
Iiicoi'iioi-ated 1809. Charter expires 1889.
President.—Joseph W. Laxg.
Treasurer.—Seneca A. Ladd. Bond, S30,000, copy of which is on file in office of secre-
tary of state. Date of bond, June 0, 1874. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond depos-
ited with the trustees for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer, $500.
Trustees.—John W. Beede, George G. Hoyt, Samuel W. Rollins, Joseph W. Lang, Charles
P. St. Clair, Joseph Ela, William H. H. Mason, George M. Burleigh, Randall S. Keniston.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE MEREDITH VILLAGE SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS.
76 Bank Commissioners'' Report. [May,
MERRIMACK COUNTY SAVINGS BANK,—CONCORD.
Incorporated 1867. Charter expires 1887.
President.—Lyman D. Stevens.
Treasurer.—John Iumball. Bond, $50,000, copy of which is on file in office of secretary
of state. Date of bond, April 6, 1873. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond deposited
with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer and clerk, $600.
Clerk.—Frank P. Andrews.
Trustees.—Lyman D. Stevens, Wm. M. Chase, John Kimball, John M. Hill, Woodbridge
Odlin, George A. Cummings, Calvin Howe, Moses T. Willard, E. W. Woodward, Henry
McFarland, George W. Crockett, Daniel Holden, Isaac A. Hill, Lelaud A. Smith, L. H.
Carroll, Benjamin A. Kimball.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OP THE MERRIMACK COUNTY
SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS.
78 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,
MERRIMACK RIVER SAVINGS BANK —MANCHESTER.
Incorporated 1858. Charter expires 1878.
President.—Watekman Smith.
Treasurer.—Fkederick Smyth. Bond, $100,000, copy of which is on file in office of secre-
tary of state. Date of bond, September 21, 18C9. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond
deposited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer and
clerks, $4,000.
Clerlis.—Cliarles F. Morrill, .John Porter.
Trustees.—^atavrnveo. Smith, Frederick Smyth, Natt Head, Jolm B. Clarke, Joseph B.
Clark, John L. Kelly, James M. Varnum, Tliomas Wheat, Stephen Palmer, Charles F.
Morrill, David Cross, A. C. Heath, M. V. B. Edgerly, C. H. Bartlett, J. F. Kennard, F. Higgins,
H. Sanderson, W. Crane, F. B. Eaton.





Indebtedness to First National Bank 1,049.89
$1,204,428.94
Market Value. Par Value.
Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
U. S. bonds






































Number of depositors, 3,478. Decrease the past year, 59.
Decrease of deposits the past year, $45,507.19.
Annual dividend of 5 per cent, October 1, 1877.
An extra dividend declared on all sums due depositors October 1, 1874, amounting to
$22,761.62, or about 1 per cent per annum.
Loans and investments are made by the investing committee, who meet as often as is neces-
sary.
An examination of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of ^
trustees four times a year.
Indebtedness of the trustees as principal, $1,500.
Total amount of loans in the state, $290,005.
Total amount of loans out of tlie state, $154,105.30.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $172,007.38.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, $489,867.50.
Character of loans generally good.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $12,235.92.
Amount of national tax paid for tlie year ending December 31, 1877, $74.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 44.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 5.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, $4,000.
Books of record well kept. Reports are published as required by law.
Daily cash balances deposited with First National Bank, Manchester, which makes the col-
lections of the bank in consideration of such deposits.
Largest amount loaned to any individual corporation or company, $132,000.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be ba<l, none.*
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be doubtful, none.
Amount of overdue business paper, none.
The funds of the institution are not invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet
Laws of 1869.
Premium on stocks and bonds, $18,475.68.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $259,789.26.
.\mount paid to depositors for the year 1877, $305,296.45.
Number of accounts opened fi r the yer^r ending December 31, 1877, 476.
Number of accounts closed for the yea: ending December 31, 1877, 535.
* All de 'ucted from assets.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE MERRIMACK RIVER SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS. Market Value.
80 Bank Commissioners'' Report. [May,
BnLFORD SAVINGS BANK,—TtnLFORD.
Incorporated 1859. Charter expires 1879.
President.—X)-EXT-EB. S. Buenham.
Treasurer.—Cuxioii S. Averill. Bond, $40,000, copy of which is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, August 20, 1877. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond
deposited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer, $800.
Trustees.—D. S. Burnham, William Ramsdell, C. S. Averill, John Marvel, John E. Bruce,
R. R. Howison, J. A. Powers, M. M. Knowltou, H. S. Gilson, William Lovejoy, E. C. Batch-
elder, S. B. Emerson, R. M. Wallace.









Loans secured on real estate
Loans on collateral security
U. S. bonds







































Number of depositors, 1,532. Decrease the past year, 9. Increase of deposits the past year,
$1,486.22.
Semi-annual dividends of 2V2 per cent each, February and August.
An extra dividend declared on all sums due depositors was declared 1869, amounting to
about 2 per cent per annum.
Loans and investments are made by the investing committee, who meet once a week.
An examination of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of
the trustees twice each year.
Indebtedness of the trustees as principal, nothing.
Total amount of loans in the state, $93,939.69.
Total amount of loans out of the state, $30,300.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $45,600.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, $139,300.
Character of loans generally good.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $3,030.78.
Amount of national tax paid for the year ending December 31, 1877, $18.22.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 8.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 95.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, $1,365.85.
Books of record neatly kept. Reports are published as required by law.
Largest amount loaned to any individual corporation or company, $8,000.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, none.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be doubtful, none.
Amount of overdue business paper, none.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet Laws
of 1860.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $84,376.04.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, §82,889.82.
Number of accounts opened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 142.
Number of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 151.
1S78.] Bank Co!)iiiii:<siond's' Report. 81
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE MILFORD SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS.
82 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,
MOH^ADNOCK SAVINGS BANK,—EAST JAFFREY.
Incoriwrated 1869. Charter perpetual.
PreHdeni.— Oscx^ H. Bradley.
Treasurer.—Peter Upton. Bond, $30,000, copy of which is on file in oflBce of secretary
of state. Date of bond, February 16, 1875. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond de-
posited with tlie president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer, $300.
Trustees.—Oscar H. Bradley, Benjamin Pierce, James S. Lacy, Liberty Mower, Zebulon
Converse, F. J. Cutter, G. A. Underwood, B. L. Baldwin, Charles Cutter, John B. Shedd,
Benjamin Cutter, Cliarles H. Powers.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE MONADNOCK SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS. Market Value. Par Value.
Value on
Books.
County, City, To\yn, akd Distkict.
Jeffersomille, Ind 7 per cent
Town of Lake, 111 7 "
Huntington, Ind 10 "






Brazil, Ind 9 "
Litclifield, 111 10 "
Town of Evans, 111 10 "
City of Attica, Ind S "
Kokomo, Ind S "
Minneapolis, Minn. .. . 8 "
Muskegon, Mich 8 "
Rock Island, 111 8 "
Cleveland, 111 8 "
Pomeroy, 8 "
Richmond, Ind 8 "
Dubuque, la 8 "
Saginaw, Mich 8 "
Peoria, 111., co!« 7 "
Grand Rapids, Mich.. . 8 "
Middletown, 8 "
St. Paul, Minn 8 "
Duuleith, 111 8 "
Kansas, Mo 8 "
Portland, Ind 8 "
Town of Lake, 111 7 "
City of South Bend, Ind 7 "
Erie, Pa 7 "
Lawrence, Mass 6 "
Charlestowu, Mass. . . . 6 "
Chicago, 111 7 "
Town of Havana, 111 10 "
Borough of Reuovo, Pa 10 "
Indianapolis, Ind • 8 "
Bay City, Jlich 8 "
Colfax, Ind 8 "
Toledo, 8 "
Marietta, 8 "
Village of St. Albans, Vt 6 "
Town of Gerry, N. Y 7 "
Charlotte, N. Y 7 "
Railroad.
Cheshire C per cent
Council Bluffs & St. Joseph. .. . 7 "
Cheshire 6 "
Boston, Barre, & Gardner
STOCKS.
Bank.
3 shares Peterbororough National, Peter-
borough, N. H
64 shares Monadnock National, East Jaf-
frey, N. H





























































































































































84 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,
NASHUA SAVINGS BANK,—NASHUA.
Iucori)orated 1864. Charter peri^etual.
President.—Clark C. Bout-well.
Treasurer.—Vikgil C. Gilm.\x. Bond, S100,000, copy of which is on file in office of secre-
tary of .state. Date of bond, January, 1876. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond de-
posited with Edward Spalding for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasvu-er and
clerk, 83,200.
Clerk.—George F. Andrews.
Trustees.—Clark C. Boutwell. Edward Spalding, Perley Dodge, V. C. Giluian, A. G.
Reed, C. H. Campbell, W. W. Bailey, G. C. Shattuck, J. L. Pierce.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE NASHUA SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS. Market Value. Par Value. Value ou
Books.
U. S. bomls















Chicago, Burlington, & Quiucy
Chicago & Iowa

















N.ational Bank, State of New York
National Bank of the Republic, New York






































































































































86 Bank Commissioners'' Report. [May,
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OP THE NASHUA SAVINGS BANK,
ContitiMed.
STOCKS. Market Value.
1878.] Bank Commissioners^ Report. ST
NEW HAMPSHIRE SAVINGS BANK,—CONCORD.
Incoi-porated 1830. Charter perpetual.
Preside)!/.—S.\muel S. Ki3ib.\xl.
Tirdsinri:—William P. Fiske. Boiul, $95,000, copy of which is on file in office of sec-
retary of .state. Date of bond, July 24, 1876. Sureties of bond able to resjiond. Bond
deposited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer and
clerk, $2,800.
(Vf/-A-.—William R. Walker.
Trustees.—Samuel S. Kimball, Joseph B. Walker, Seth Eastman, M. H. Bradley, S. Dana,
John Abbott, Shadrach Seavey, J. H. George, Mark R. Holt, J. P. Bancroft, F. A. Fisk,
Enoch Gerrish, J. H. Stewart,' Gilbert Bullock, George H. Marstou, P. B. Cogswell, Oliver
Pillsbury.






Bank Commissioners'' Report. [May,
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE NEW HABH'SHTRE SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS.
1878.] Bank Commissioners' Report. 89




20 shares Boston & Lowell ; par value, S500
per share
50 shares Northern R. R. ; par value, $100
per share
100 shares Old Colony & Newport
;
par
value, $100 per share
276 shares Chicago, Burlington, «& Quincy
;
pai' value, $100 per share
500 shai'es Philadelphia, Wilmington, &
Baltimore ; par value, $50 per share




100 shares Eastern Railroad in N. H. ; par
value, $100 per share
MA^~^FACTUKI^•G.
2 shares Amoskeag ; par value, $1,000 per
shai-e
MlSCELLA^•E0US.
Portland Water Company, loan scrip
Portland Water Company, loan bond, C
per cent







































90 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,
KEW IPSWICH SAVINGS BANK,—NEW IPS\\T[CH.
Incorporated 1849. Charter perpetual.
President.—William W. Johxson.
Treasurer.—Frank W. Preston. Bond, $30,000, copy of whicli is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, April 19, 1875. Sureties of bond are able to respond.
Bond deposited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer,
$300.
Trustees.—William W. Johnson, James Chandler, William A. Preston, E. F. Fox, C. A.
Whitney, F. W. Preston, George Whiting, Hosea Eaton, George W. Wheeler, 2d.





1878.] Bank Commissioners^ Report. 91
NEW3UKICET SAVINGS BANK,—NEW5IARKET.
Incoriiorated 1832. Charter perpetual.
Preshleul.—'William B. Small.
Treasurer.—Sajtoel A. Haley. Bond, $=25,000, copy of which is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, March 30, 1875. Sureties of bond are able to respond.
Bond deposited with the president for safe lieeping. Annual comijensation of treasurer,
6300.
Trustees.—William B. Small, David Murray, Benjamin F. Haley, John F. Chapman,
N. B. Treadwell, A. L. MeHows, Samuel A. Haley, Timotliy JI. Joy, Benjamin Mathes, jr.





92 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,
NEWPORT SAVINGS BANK,—NEWPORT.
Incorporated 1868. Charter expires 18S8.
President—Hentiy G. Carleton.
Treasurer.—Frederick W. Lewis. Bond, S50,000, copy of which is on file in oflBce of
secretary of state. Date of bond, March 5, 1873. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond
deposited with the trustees for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasm'er and clerls,
§1,500.
Clerk.—FreA W. Richards.
Trustees.—Dexter Richards, Albert S. Wait, Worthen Hall, Henry G. Carleton, Matthew
Harvey, Francis Boardman, J. P. Knowlton, W. Dunton, E. Wheeler, E. Burke, E. C. Con-
verse, Isaac A. Reed, F. A. Rawson, L. Rouusevel, R. S. Howe, H. A. Averill.






Market Value. Par Value.
Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
U. S. bonds
State bonds










































Number of depositors, 1,341. Increase the past year, 99. Increase of deposits the past year,
810,734.38.
Semi-annual dividends of 21^ per cent each, April and October.
Last extra dividend wa.s declared April, 1873.
Loans and investments are made by the investing committee, who meet as often as required.
An examination of tlie secui'ities and books of the institution is made by a committee of the
trustees twice a year.
Indebtedness of the trustees as principal, §3,000.
Total amount of loans in the state, §135,831.88.
Total amount of loans out of the state, §55,000.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $42,060.33.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, §87,138.25.
Character of loans is generally good.
Amount of state tax paid last year, §3,048.87.
Amount of national tax paid for the year ending December 31, 1877, §38.04.
Number having deposits of over §2,000, 2.
Number of single loaus of §1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 134.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, e.xclusive of taxes, $1,562.45.
Books of record well kept. Rejiprts are published as required by law.
Daily cash balances deposited with tlie First National Bank, Newport.
Largest amount loaned to any individual corporation or company, §7,000.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, §3,000.
Amount of debts believed by tlie trustees to be doubtful, none.
Amount of overdue business paper, §5,300.
Tlie funds of the institution aie invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet Laws
of 1869.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $83,546.06.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, $72,811.68.
Number of accounts opened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 197,
Nimiber of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 98.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BOXDS AND STOCKS OF THE NEWPORT SA^^NGS BANK.
BONDS. Market Value.
94 Bank Commissioners' Pteport. [May,
NORWAY PLAINS SAVINGS BANK—ROCHESTER.
Incorporated 1S51. Charter perpetual.
President.—John McDtjffee.
Treasurer.—YniiisKiASi McDuffee. Bond, §50,000, copy of which is on file in office of sec-
retary of state. Date of bond, August 4, ISGi). Sureties of bond are able to respond. Bond
deposited -with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer and clerk,
§1,500.
Clerk.—V. H. Johnson.
Trustees.—3o\\vi. McDuffee, Dominions Hanson, Charles Greenfield, Enoch Whitehouse,
William K. Kimball, Nathaniel Burnham.
Examination, January 28 and February 19, 1878.
STATEMENT.




Jlai-ket Value. Par Value.
Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
U. S. bonds









































Number of depositors, 1,390. Decrease the past year, 46.
Increase of deposits in the year 1877, $12,157.72.
T^vo semi-annual dividends of 2V2 per cent each, May and November.
An extra dividend declared on all sums due depositors is made every five years ; the last one
was declared January 1, 1874, amounting to $11,527.68, or about IV4 per cent per annum.
Loans and investments ar-e voted on by the trustees, who meet weekly ; if made by pres-
ident between meetings, are laid before board for approval.
An examination of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of
the trustees four times a year.
Indebtedness of the trustees as principal, none ; as surety, none.
Total amount of loans in the state, $160,963.99.+
Total amount of loans out of the state, $80,481. 99.t
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $62,137.50.$
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, $275,448.02.$
Amount of state tax paid last year, $6,043.37.
Amount of national tax paid for the year ending December 31, 1877, 354.06.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 19.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 88.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, $1,553.03.
Books of record well kept. Reports are not published as required by law.
Daily cash balances deposited with Rochester National Bank, which makes the collections
of the bank in consideration of such deposits.
This bauk receives no interest on account of its deposits in other banks.
Largest amount loaned to any individual corporation or company, $53,500.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, $1,052.49.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be doubtful, none reported.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet Laws
of 1869.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, $98,780.50.
Number of accounts opened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 149.
Number of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 195.
*The deposit accounts in this bank were reduced by decree, under the statute, one-si.xth
(16% per cent) March 25.
t This is the amount of market value reported to us, but we think it more than can be real-
ized at any near future time.
i Not answered by the treasurer.
1878.] Bank Commissioners'' Report. 95
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE NORWAY PLAINS SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS. Market Value. Par Value. Value on
Books.
TJ. S. bonds, 4l^ per cent, 1S91.
County, City, To\vk, and District.
City of Toledo, O 7 per cent
Cincinnati, O 7.3 "
Chicago 7 "
Cleveland, O 7 "
" " 7 "
" " 7 "
St. Louis gold bond.s G "
City of Cincinnati, O 7 "
Cook county, 111 7 "
City of Toledo, O., certificate of indebted-
ness, due February 22, 1878
City of Toledo, certificate of indebtedness,
due February 8, 1878
City of Toledo, certificate of indebtedness,
due May 1, 1878
City of Toledo, certificate of indebtedness,
due May 7, 1878
City of Toledo, certificate of indebtedness,
due May 20, 1878
City of Toledo, certificate of indebtedness,
due April 20, 1878
City of Toledo, certificate of indebtedness,
due June 5, 1880
City of Toledo, certificate of indebtedness,
due June 5, 1878
City of Toledo, certificate of indebtedness,
due June 5, 1880
City of Toledo, certificate of indebtedness,
due AugTist 1, 1877
City of Toledo, certificate of Indebtedness,
due October 6, 1877
City of Toledo, certificate of indebtedness,
due January 1, 1878
Railkoad.
Boston & Maine, 7s
Eastern Railroad Co., 31/2, 41/2 and 6, gold
STOCKS.
Rochester National, 50 shares
Strafford National, Dover, 20 shares













































































96 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,
OSSIPEE VALLEY TEN CENTS SAVINGS BANK,—FREEDOM.
lucorporated 18C8. Charter perpetual.
President.—JosVlH Thurston.
Treasicrer.—Elias Towle. Bond, S25,000, copy of which is on file in oflSce o£ secretary
of state. Date of bond, August 24, 18G8. Sureties of bond are able to respond. Bond de-
posited with the president for safe keeping, Annual compensation of treasurer, $200.
Trustees.—Elias Towle, Josiali Manson, E. J. Towle. Joseph Smith, John Parsons, Stephen
Kenerson, John Demeritt, Lovell Towle, John F. Topliff.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE OSSIPEE VALLEY TEN CENTS
SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS.
98 Bank Commissioners'' Report. [May,
PENACOOK SAVINGS BAXK,—FISHERVILLE.
IncoriJorated 1809. Charter exjjires 1889.
President.—Isa.^c K. G.^ge.
Treasurer.—Samuel F. BRO^v>^ BoncI, $40,000, copy of which is on file in ofiice of secre-
tary of state. Date of bond, April 9, 1873. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond
deposited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer, $1,000.
Trustees.—John C. Gage, William H. Allen, Neheniiah Butler, Enoch G. Wood, Moses H.
Bean, Isaac K. Gage, John Sawyer, John C. Linehan, John S. Brown, John C. Smith, Charles-
H. Amsden, Henry F. Brown, D. Arthur- Brown, N. S. Gale, David Putnam.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE PENACOOK SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS.
100 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [May,
PEOPLE'S SAVINGS BANK,—MANCHESTER.
Incorporated 1874. Charter perpetual.
President.—Person C. Cheney.
Treastirer.—George B. Chandler. Bond, $50,000, copy of which is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, September 15, 1874. Sureties of bond able to respond.
Bond deposited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer
and clerk, $2,000.
Clerk.—Edward M. Brooks.
Trusses.—V. C. Cheney, E. M. Topliff, A. W. Quint, H. M. Putney, Moody Currier, C. H.
Bartlett, A. P. Olzendam, Edson Hill, G. W. Riddle, G. B. Chandler.
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PETERBOROUGH SAVINGS BANK—PETERBOROUGH.
Incorporated 1847. Charter perpetual.
President.—Albert Smith. *
Treasurer.—Mortimer L. Morrison. Bond, $75,000, copy of which ia on file in office
of secretary of state. Date of bond, April 15, 1873. Sureties of bond able to respond.
Bond deposited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer,
S1,000.
Trustees.—Albert Smith, Whitcomb French, James Scott, D. B. Cutter, Norton Hunt, F.
Livingston, N. A. Farnsworth, Thomas Little, Silas Sawyer, Albert Sawyer, Ebeuezer Jones,







102 Bank Commissioners' Pieport. [May,
SCHEDULE OF THE BOKDS AND STOCKS OF THE PETERBOROUGH SAVINGS
BAXK.
BONDS.
1878.] Bank Commissioners'' Report. 103
PITTSFIELD SAATENGS BANK,—PITTSFIELD.
Incorporated 1S55. Charter expires 1895.
President.—R. L. French.
Treasurer.—V,'. H. Berry. Bond, S30,000. Date of bond, September 12, 1S73. Sureties
•of bond able to respond. Bond deposited with secretary of state for safe keeiiing. Annual
compensation of treasurer, S1,000.
Trustees.—Renhen L. Fiench, Sylvester H. French, John L. Fi-ench, T. H. Thorndike, H.
H. Little, W. G. French, John Berry, Peter G. Hook, Jeremiah Clougli, B. G. Parsons, E.
L. Carr, B. F. Kaime, J. J. Jenness, W. H. Berry.






Market Value. Par Value. Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
U. S. bonds, 5-20s
Railroad stock,—13 shares Suncook Valley
Bank stock,—6 shares Gonic National



















































Number of depositors, 815. Increase the past year, 15. Increase of deposits the past vear,
$2,418.18.
Annual dividend of 5 per cent, September 12, 1877.
An e.xtra dividend declared on all sums due depositors is made every five years ; the last
one was declared September 12, 1874, amounting to 1 per cent per annum.
Loans and investments are made by the investing committee, who meet as often as is
necessary.
An examination of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of
the trustees twice a year.
Indebtedness of the tru.stees as principal, $3,250.
Total amount of loans in the state, $114,940.05.
Total amount of loans out of the state, $5,000.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, S22,085.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, $150.
Character of loan good.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $1,388.62.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 188.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, $1,200.
Books of record well kept. Reports are published as required by law.
This bank receives 2^^ per cent on account of its deposits in other banks.
Largest amount loaned to any individual corporation or company, $8,000.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, $500.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be doubtful, .$500.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet Laws
of 1869.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $89,609.54.
A.mount paid to depositors for the year 1877, $87,191.36.
Number of accounts opened for the year eniling December 31, 1877, 184.
Number of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 169.
104 Bank Commissioners'' Report. [May,
PORTSMOUTH SAVINGS BANK,—PORTSMOUTH.
Incorporated 1823. Charter perpetual.
President.—"WiiAAk-a Simes.
Treasurer.—Joseph Hiller Foster. Bond, $150,000, copy of which is on file iu office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, July 21, 1877. Sureties of bond are able to respond. Bond
deposited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer, $2,500.
Annual compensation of clerk, $1,500.
Clerk.—A. Coburn Hoyt.
Trustees.—W. H. Y. Hackett, Augustus Lord, L. D. Spalding, John Stavers, W. L. Dwight,
Sf. H. Thatcher, E. P. Kimball, W. R. Preston, Samuel Adams, George L. Treadwell, Charles
H. Rollins, T. E. Call, William H. Rollins, C. H. Meudum, J. Knowlton, C. Robinson, J.
Slse, B. F. Webster.





Reserve for state tax 11,697.83
$2,284,693.64
Market Value.
1878.] Bank Commissioners'' Report. 105
Ainoiuit of tlebts believed by the trustees to be doubtful, S60,000.*
Amount of overdue paper, $50,000.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet Laws
of 1809, since passage of law.
Pi'emium on stocks and bonds, $18,668.13.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $435,360.64.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1S77, 8568,321.65.
JJiuuber of accounts opened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 895.
Number of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 1,174.
SCHEDULE OF THE BOIS^DS AND STOCKS OF THE PORTSMOUTH SAVINGS
BANK.
BONDS. Market Value.
106 Bank Commissioners'' Report. [May,
SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AXD STOCKS OF THE PORTSMOUTH SAYINGS BANK,-
Continued.
Market Value. Par Value,
Litchfield city, 111 10 per cent
Logansport city, Iiid 10 "
Terre Haute city, InJ 8 "
Attica city, Ind 10 "
Keoliuk city, la S "
Peru city, 111 10 "
Erie city. Pa 7 "
Anderson city, Ind 10 "
East St. Louis, 111 10
"
Jefferson city, Ind 8 "
Muscatine city, la G "
Newport city, Ky 7.3 "
Iowa City, la 8 "
Burlington city, la 6 "
Cincinnati city, O G "
" " 7.3 "
Ironton city, O 8 "
Gosport town, N. H G "
Newcastle town, N. H 6 "
Gorham town, N. H G "
Kittery town, Me G "
Bloomington township, 111 10 "
•Carthage town, Mo 10 "
Sangamon, 111 10 "
Monticello, 111 10
"
Monmouth, 111 8 "
Eldoratlo, 111 10
"
Canton, Mo 10 "
Astoria, 111 10
"
Farmers, 111 10 "
St. Charles, 111 10
"
Louisville township, 111 10 "
Reading township. 111 10 "
Momence township, 111 10 "
Garner township. 111 10 "
Yellow Head townsliip. III 10 "
Vermont township. III 10 "
Lamar town, Mo 10 "
Douglass township. 111 10 "
Teutopolis townsliip, 111 10
"
Bear Creek town. III 10 "
Aroma town, 111 10 "
Kithsburg township. 111 10 "
Concord township. 111 10 "
Clinton town. Mo 10 "
Ottawa town, 111 10 "
Hinsdale township. 111 10 "
Paoli town, Ind 10
"
Petersburg town, Ind 10 "
Lacon town. 111 10 "
Danville town. 111 7 "
Hyde Park village. 111 7 "
Maysville township, Kan 10 "
LTnion City town, Ind 10 "
Lake town, 111 7 "
Middleport village, O 8 "
Evanston village. 111 7 "
Defiance village, 8
"
Lake View village. 111 7 "
Cicero school district, 111 10
"
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AXD STOCKS OF THE PORTSMOUTH SAVINGS BANK,—
Conthiued.
BONDS.
108 Bank Commissioners'' Report. [May,
PORTSMOUTH TRUST AND GUARANTEE COMPANY,—PORTSMOUTH.
Incorporated 1871. Charter perpetual.
President.—'Ezra H. Winchester.
Vice-Presidenl.—Jeeemiah F. Hall.
Treasttrer.—George L. Treadwell. Bond, $50,000, copy of which is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, Deecmber 7, 1876. Sureties of bond are able to respond.
Bond deposited with the vice-president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer
and clerk, $1,460.
C?e»-/t.—Charles F. Shillaber.
Directors.—Ezra, H. Winchester, Daniel Marcy, John Sise, Edwin A. Peterson, Thomas J.
Parsons, Frank Jones, Jeremiah F. Hall, William H. Hackett, Thomas H. Odiorne, William
D. Fernald.






Due National Mechanics and Traders' Bank 2,159.10
Due sundry corporations and individuals 5,533.87
$330,246.65
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SCHEDULE OP THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE PORTSMOUTH TRUST AND
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BONDS.
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ROCHESTER SAYINGS BANK,—ROCHESTER.
Incorporated 1872. Charter perpetual.
President.—C. K. S.\nborn.
Treasurer.—S. D. Wentworth. Bond, $25,000, copy of which is on file in office of secre-
tary of state. Date of bond, November 2, 1874. Sureties of bond are able to respond.
Bond deposited with E. G. Wallace for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer
and clerk, $500.
Trustees.—C. K. Sanborn, E. G. Wallace, A. W. Hayes, William Rand, John Legi-o, A. S.
Parshley.
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ROLLIIfSFORD SAVINGS BANK,—ROLLIXSFORD.
Incorporated 1850. Cliarter perpetual.
President.—George W. Roberts.
Trea^ii ler.—V^'iLLiAM H. Morton. Bond, $85,000, copy of which is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, August 10, 1809, May 10, 1875, August 14, 1875. Sureties
of bond able to respond. Bond deposited with the i^resident for safe keeping. Annual com-
pensation of treasiu'er and clerks, ?2,000.
Trustees.—George W. Roberts, Joshua Converse, Orange S. Brown, Robert C. Fernald,
Francis Plumer, Albert Morton, Charles F. Wood, William N. Litchfield, Charles D. Allen.
Examination, January 30 and'31, 1878.
STATEJIENT.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE ROLLINSFORD SAVINGS
BANK.





CotTNTY, Crrr, Town, and District.
Pettis county, Mo 10 per cent
Alexander county, 111 8 "
Howard county, Mo 8 "
Vernon county, Mo 8 "
Knox county. Mo 7 "
Adam county. Ill 6 "
Ja.sper county. 111 7 "
St. Joseph city. Mo 10 "
East St. Louis city. 111 10
'•
St. Louis city. Mo 6 "
Sedalia city. Mo 10 "
Fort Scott city, Kan 7 "
Toledo city 8 "
" 7.3 "
Louisville city. Mo 7 "
Cincinnati city, Ind 7 "
Grand Rapids city 8 "
Kansas city 8 "
Quincy city 6 "
" 8 "
Lake town 7 "
Nevada town 10 "
Muskegon city 8 "
Litcliiield city 10 "
Puebla city 8 "
Des Moines city 7 "
Hyde Park city 7 "
Bmlington city 6 "
Warrensburg school 10 "
Knob Noster school 10 "
East Denver school 12 "
Irvington school 10 "
Auburn 8 "
Goshen city 8 "
Kansas city 8 "
Licking River Lumber and Jlining Co.
.
Railroad.
Cincinnati & Indiana 7 per cent
Toledo, Peoria, & Warsaw 7 "
P., Great Falls, & Conway 7 "
Michigan Central 7 "
Lake Shore & Michigan South'n 7 "
Chicago, Burlington, & Quincy.7 "
Boston & Maine 7 "
Cleveland & Newburgh 7 "
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE ROLLINSFORD SAVINGS BANK,—
Continued.
STOCKS.
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SANDWICH SAVINGS BANK—SANDWICH.
Incorporated 1872. Charter perpetual.
President.—M. H. Marston.
Treasurer.—\\'illia5I A. Heakd. Bond, $25,000, copy of which Is on file in oflBce of sec-
retary of state. Date of bond, August 30, 1872. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond
deposited with Oliver Chase, one of the trustees, for safe keeping. Annual comijensation
of treasurer, $300.
Trustees.—M. H. Marston, William A. Heard, E. Q. Fellows, D. A. Hill, Charles Blauchard,
Gilman Moulton, C. W. Donovan, Ross C. Graves, N. H. Burrows, Elisha Marston, Oliver
Chase, I. H. Dorr, C. C. Fellows, M. C. Quimby.






Market Value. Par Value. Value on
Books.
Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
County, city, town, and district bonds
Note of town of Albany
On deposit in Fergus Falls National Bank,
Minn





































Number of depositors, 352. Increase the past year, 20. Decrease of deposits the past
year, $5,415.82.
Semi-aniutal dividends of 2% per cent each, April and October.
An exti-a dividend declared on all sums due depositors is made every two years ; the last
one declared October 1, 1S7G, amounting to $697.44, or about IV4 per cent per annum.
Loans and investments are made by the investing committee, who meet as often as busi-
ness requires.
An examination of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of the
trustees once a month.
Indebtedness of the trustees, $750.
Total amount of loans in the state, $18,097.78.
Total amount of loans out of the state, $34,116.25.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, none.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, $30,716.25.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $713.45.
Amount of national tax paid for the year ending December 31, 1878, $40.13.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 3.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 63.
Total expense of institution tor year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of t.axes, $384.75.
Books of record well kept. Reports are published as required by law.
Daily cash balances deposited u ith First National Bank, Boston, which makes the collec-
tions of the bank in considfration of .such deposits.
Largest amount loaned to any individual corporation or company, $3000.
The funds of the institution are not invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet
Laws of 1809.
Premium on stocks anil bonds, $428.75.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $24,275.29.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, $30,691.11.
Number of accounts opened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 64.
Number of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 44.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS OF THE SANDWICH SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS.
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SAVINGS BANK OF THE COUNTY OF COOS,—LANCASTER.
Incorporated 1868. Charter expires 1888.
President.—Anderson J. Marshall.
Treasurer.—Henry O. Kent. Bond, $25,000, copy of wliicli is on file in office of sec-
retary of state. Date of bond, August 20, 1808. Sureties of bond able to resjiond, and bond
deposited in the office of secretary of state for safe keeping. Annual compensation of
treasurer, $500.
Trustees.—Hiram A. Fletcher, Richard P. Kent, Anderson .1. Marsliall, Henry O. Kent,
Samuel H. Legro, Charles W. Smitli, Lafayette Moore, .Tared J. Williams, William Burns,
Benjamin F. Whidden, Erastus V. Cobleigh, James W. Weeks, Aaron Guernsey, Hosea
Gray, Jolin H. Hopkinson, Jason H. Woodward.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS OF THE SAVINGS BANK FOR THE COUNTY OF COOS.
BONDS.
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SOMERSWORTH SAVINGS BANK,—SOMERSWORTH.
Incorporated 1845. Charter expires 1885.
P;r5"/f«/.—MlCAJAH C. BllKLEIGH.
Treasurer.—Albert A. Perkins. Bond, S75,00n, copy of which is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, November 28, 187C. Sureties of bond are able to respond.
Bond deposited with the jiresident for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer and
clerks, $1,500.
Trustees.—M. C. Burleigh, Nathaniel Wells, David H. Buffum, George W. Burleigh, Isaac
Chandler, Samuel S. Rollins, Edward Margraves, William R. Burleigh, Emery J. Randall.
Examination, .Jaiuiary 29 and Marcli 8, 1878.
STATEMENT.








. Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
State bonds




Real estate, block containing bank and


































Number of depositors, 2,528. Decrease the past year, 47. Decrease of deposits the past
year, $64,707.20.
Semi-annual dividends of 21/2 per cent each, January and July.
An extra dividend declared on all sums due depositors is made every five years ; the last one
declared July, 1875, amounting to $46,900.52, or about 2 per cent jjer annum.
Loans and investments are made by the trustees, who meet monthly.
An examination of tlie securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of tlie
trustees four times a year.
Indebtedness of the trustees, $.52,700.50.
Total amount of loans in the state, $227,020.75.
Total amount of loans out of the state, $147,205,01.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $159,600.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, $180,000.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $7,198.33.
Amount of national tax paid for the year ending December 31, 1877, $440.95.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 31.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 47.
Total expense of in.stitution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, $2,710.01.
Books of record well kept. Reports are published as required by law.
Daily cash balances deposited with National Bank.
This bank receives no interest on account of its deposits in other banks.
Largest amount loaned to any individual corporation or company, $40,000.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, none.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be doubtful, $2,500. t
Amount of overdue paper, $27,477.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pamphlet Laws
of 1809.
Premium on stocks and bonds, $0,342..'i0.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $148,223.16.
Amount paid to dej)Ositors for the year 1877, $212,990.30.
Number of accounts opened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 403.
Number of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 450.
* Owing to the failui-e of men in Boston, whose paper was held by this bank to the
amount of $40,000, occurring after the preliminary and partial examination of January 29,
and on account of other cases of depreciated assets, it was found advisable to reduce the
deposit accounts, which was decreed, March 8, to the extent of 20 per cent,
t This is the estimate made before tlie failure above referred to.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE SOMERSWORTH SAVINGS
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BONDS.
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SQUAMSCOTT SAVINGS BANK,—EXETER.
Incorporated 1873. Charter perpetual.
Presiden t. —Joseph Janvrin.
Treasurer.—Francis Hilliard. Bond, $25,000, copy of which is on file in office of sec-
retary of state. Date of bond, October 0, 1874. Sureties of bond are able to respond. Bond,
deposited with the jiresident for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer, not fixed.
Trustees.—Josejih .lanvrin, Geov:.ie B. Webster, Thomas Duston, Robert Rowe, George W.
Wiggin, Francis Hilliard. William H. Belknap.
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SWINGS BANK FOR THE COUNTY OF STRAFFORD,—DOVER.
Incorpoi'ated IS'23. Charter unlimited.
President.—Zimri S. Wallingfohu.
Vice-Presidents.—C. Vf. Woodman and George Wapleigh.
Treasurer.—Charles Woohman. Bond, S1'-0,(K)0, copy of which is on file in office of sec-
retary of state. Date of bond, 1873. Sureties of bond are able to respond. Bond deposited
with Cocheco National Bank for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer $2,000.
Annual compensation of clerk, i51,500.
C/frA-.—Albert O. Mathes.
Trustees.—Z. S. Wallingford, Charles W. Woodman, George Wadleigli, William S. Stevens^
Charles Woodman, Edmund J. Lane, Jeremiah Home, George F. Hobbs.









Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
U. S. bonds







































Number of depositors, 5,049. Decrease the past year, 137.
Decrease of deposits the past year, $52,852.13.
Two semi-annual clividiiids of 2i/j and 2 per cent; July, 214 ; January, 2.
An extra dividend declared on all sums due depositors was made October, 1874, amounting to
$81,702.88.
Loans and investments are made by the investing committee, who meet weekly.
An examination of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of
the trustees three times a year.
Indebtedness of the tru.stees as principal, nothing ; as surety, nothing.
Total amount of loans in the state, $462,475.01.
Tiital amount of loans out of the state, $136,140.24.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $297,600.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, $825,800.
Chara«-ter of loan good.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $18,933.93.
Amount of national tax paid for the year ending December 31, 1877, none.
Number having deposits of over $2,000, 3, having reduced all deposits to $1,500, July, 1875.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 238.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, $3,700.
Books of record well kept. Reports are |)ublislied as required by law.
Daily cash balances deposited with Strattonl National Bank, which makes the collections
of the bank in consideration of such deposits.
This bank receives no interest on account of its deposits in other banks.
Largest amount loaned to any individual corporation or company, $60,000. (Cor.)
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, $375.*
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be doubtful, $19,410.90.*
Amount of overdue jiaper. $19,785.90.
The funds of the institution are, as far as possible, invested agreeably to chapter 4, section
3, Pamphlet Laws of 18C9.
Premium on stocks and bonds, $113,784.38.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $197,888.62.
Amount paid to depositors for the year 1877, $250,740.75.
Number of accounts opened for the year ending December 31, 1877, 269.
Number of accounts closed for the year ending December 31, 1877, 500.
* The bank charged off to profit and loss account, February 13, 1878, $19,785.90, being-
amount of protested, bad, overdue, or doubtful paper.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE STRAFFORD COUNTY
SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS.
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SULLIVAN SAVINGS INSTITUTION,—CLAREMONT.
Incorporated June 20, 1838. Charter expii-es June 26, 1898.
Tresident.— TtkTXi-Eh W. Johnson.
Treasurer.—Albert Rossitek. Bond, S80,000, copy of which is on file in office of secretary
•of state. Date of bond, January 31, 1878. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond de-
l^osited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer and clerks,
:S2,700.
Clei-k.i.—Henry E. Bailey, George H. Farwell, 2d.
Trustees.—Daniel W. Johnson, Nathaniel Tolles, William Clark, George N. Farwell, Charles
H. Eastman, John P. Rounsevel, E. L. Goddard, A. Dickinson, Henry Patten, Ira Colby. >S.
Putnam, J. S. Walker, W. E. Tutherly, William Ellis, J. M. Whipple, Albert Rossiter, Wil-
liam Breck, W. H. H. Allen.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE SULLIVAN SAVINGS INSTITU-
TION.
BONDS.
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UNION FIVE CENTS SA\^NGS BANK,—EXETER.
Incorporated 1808. Charter expires 1888.
President.—William B. Morrill.
Vice-Presidents.—Hervey Kent and Charles Biirley.
Treasurer.—George E. Lane. Bond, §35,000, copy of which is on file in office of secretary
of state. Date of bond, September 11, 1870. Sureties of bond are able to respond. Bond de-
posited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer, $700.
e/fJ-A-.—Sarali C. Clark.
Trustees.—William !>. Morrill, Daniel W. Ranlet, Hervey Kent, George E. Lane, S. A^
Brown, J. A. Blake, Thomas Conner, Charles G. Conner, John G. Gilman, Josiah J. Folsom,
Charles Burley, Winthrop N. Dow, Frank P. Crame.
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS AND STOCKS OF THE UNION FIVE CENTS SAVINGS.
BANK.
BONDS.
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WALPOLE SAVINGS BANK,—WALPOLE.
Incorporated 1875. Chaiter perpetual.
Presiilenf.—John W. Hayward.
Treasurai:—Josiah G. Bellows. Bond, $25,000, copy of whicli is on file in office of
secretary of state. Date of bond, September 18, 1875. Sureties of bond able to respond-
Bond deposited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer^
$50.
Tni.ifees.—nemy A. Hitchcock, B. F. Aldrich, T. B. Buffum, E. K. Seabury, John W.
Howard, Alfred W. Burt, Bolivai- Lovell, G. H. Holden, Henry C. Lane, H. G. Barnes, W. B.
Porter.
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WILTON SAVINGS BANK,—EAST WILTON.
Incorijorated 1SC4. Charter perpetual.
President.—Josiah Fleeman.
Treastirer.—Moses Clark. Bond, $25,000, copy of which is on file in office of sec-
retary, of state. Date of bond, January 2, 1871. Sureties of bond able to respond. Bond
deposited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer, $300.
Trustees.—Josiah Fleeman, Charles H. Burns, E. G. Woodman, Moses Clark, A. A. Ram-
say, Peter H. Putnam, N. D. Stearns, E. P. Hutchinson, D. E. Proctor, David Cram, Moses
(Spalding.





First National Bank, Nashua 1^925.50
$93,050.80
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SCHEDULE OF THE BONDS OF THE WILTON SAVINGS BANK.
BONDS.
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WOLFEBOROUGH SAVINGS BANK,—WOLFEBOROUGH.
Incorporated 1871. Charter perpetual.
President.—"William C. Fox.
Treasurer.—Joseph L. Avery.* Bond, $25,000, copy of which is on file in ofBce of secre-
tary of state. Date of bond, November 12, 1872. Sureties of bond are able to respond.
Bond deposited with the president for safe keeping. Annual compensation of treasurer
$500.
Trustees.—Addison W. Banfield, John W. Sanborn, Jethro R. Furber, Joseph H. Bickford,
Charles G. Cate, Alphonso H. Rust, William C. Fox, William H. Jones, .Joshua B. Haines,
Joseph L. Avery, Charles B. Edgerly, Albert W. Wiggin, Ira Banfield, George Kenniston,
Abel Haley.









Loans secured on real estate
Loans on personal security
Loans on collateral security
Bank stock
( )ver(lrafts
Real estate, deeded to secure loan
Bank fixtures






























Number of depositors. 2."8. Decrease the past year, 11.
Decrease of dcp isits tin- past year, $7,315.17.t
Two semi-annual diviiU-iuls of 2i/^ per cent each during the year 1877.
An extra dividend declared on all sums due depositors is made every two years.
Loans and investments are made by the investing committee, who ai'e to meet once a week
.
An examination of the securities and books of the institution is made by a committee of the
trustees three times a year.
Indebtedness of the trustees as principal, $788.00 ; as surety, $3,390.
Total amount of loans in the state, $02,133.01.
Total amount of loans out of the state, $5,000.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds in the state, $5,000.
Total amount of investments in stocks and bonds out of the state, none.
Amount of state tax paid last year, $889.22.
Amount of national tax paid for the year ending December 31, 1877, $48.77.
Number hiiving deposits of over $2,000, 3.
Number of single loans of $1,000 or less to separate parties in the state, 107.
Total expense of institution for year ending December 31, 1877, exclusive of taxes, $972.97.
Books of record and accounts poorly kept. Reports are published as required by law,
except one.
This bank receives 2^2 per cent on account of its deposits in other banks.
Largest amount loaned to any individual corporation or company, $5,000.
Amount of debts believed by the trustees to be bad, $48.
Amount of debts believed by the triLStees to be doubtful, $7,027.00.
Amount of overdue paper, $17, .500.(17.
The funds of the institution are invested agreeably to chapter 4, section 3, Pampldet Laws
of 1809.
Premium on stocks and bonds, none.
Amount received from depositors for the year 1877, $109,401.14.
Amount paid to depositors for tlie year 1.S77, .$lHs770.31.
Number of accounts opeiie 1 for the year ending December 31, 1877, 02.
Number of accounts closed for tlie year ending December 31, 1877, 00.
* Since resigned, and succeeded. March 9, by Ira Banfield, Esq.
t This is the amount of .actual decrease, besides which the deposit accounts were reduc ed
by decree, December 21, 1877, 25 per cent, on account of bad, doubtful, and depreciated




MISCELLANEOUS STATISTICS FROM EXAMINATIONS OF 1878.
Number of savings banks in the state 6C
Number of depositors 94,967
Increase in number of deiJositors 329
Amount of deposits $28,789,549.00
Decrease in amount of deposits $1,260,665.58
Surplus 889,007.21
Guaranty fund 513,714.74
Temporary loan, etc 25,940.98
$30,218,211.93
Loans by note, real, personal, and collateral security $16,112,206.95
Investments in bonds and stocks 12,099,802.68
Real estate, bank fixtures, and miscellaneous items 1,258,816.36
Cash on hand 747,385.94
$30,218,211.93
Loans on real estate $9,237,847.08
Loans on personal security 4,622,658.81
Loans on collateral security 2,251,701.06
Investments in county, city, and town bonds 5,881,958.08
Investments in United-States and state bonds 1,342,927.60
Investments in railroad bonds „ 2,791,269.89
Investments in railroad stocks 954,661.08
Investments in bank stocks 1,128,985.43
Miscellaneous investments 1,258,816.36
Cash on hand 747,385.94
$30,218,211.93
Number of accounts opened in 1877 14,120
Number of accounts closed in 1877 13,653
Amount received from depositors in 1877 $7,200,372.32
Amount paid to depositors in 1877 8,094,776.07
Number of single loans of $1,000 and less 7,644
Number of deposits of $2,000 and upwards 781
Expense of savings institutions for the year 1877, exclusive of taxes $107,291.47
Amount of state tax paid in 1877 $294,879.03
Amount of national tax paid for the yeai- 1877 11,012.77
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TABLE No. 1. — Enumerating number of depositors for the years 1877 and 1878,


























































Savings Bank of County of Coos















































































































































































































































































































94,967 $30,05l',214.58 I $28,789,549.00
Note.—Temporary loans, etc., in eleven banks, $25,940.98.
1878.] Bank Commissioners^ Report. 135
amounts of deposits, surplus for dividends, guaranty fund, and the total liabilities of
each b.ank.
.J. s
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TABLE No. 2.—Exhibiting the amount of loans secured on real estate, personal security,





































































































































Savings Bank of the County of Coos. .
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collateral secuiity, UnitiHl-States and state bonds, county, city, and town bonds, railroad



































































Savings Bank of the County of Coos
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Loans in the
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TABLE No. 3.—Exhibit of amount of deposits from each town, as made up from the report









































































































































* Lelongs to town of Rye.




































































































Total amount of bank tax paid
to the several cities and towns
by the state treasurer for the
year 1871 $274,514.92
Non-resident tax 28,068.28
Total bank tax $303, 183.20
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TABLE No. 4. — Showing the mimber, condition, and progress of the savings banks of
New Hampshire in each year from 1850 to 1S7S, incUisive.
Year.
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Dexter Richards . .
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F. Livingston
C. H. Carpenter.. ..
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George W. Cummings




















John A. Spalding.. .
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SAVINGS BANKS DOING BUSINESS IN THE SAME OFFICE WITH NATIONAL
OR STATE BANKS.
Amoskeag Savings Bank, with Amoskeag National Bank.
Coclieco Savings Bank, with Cocheco National Bank.
Connecticut River Savings Bank, with Connecticut River National Bank.
Dartmouth Savings Bank, with Dartmouth National Bank.
Derry Savings Bank, with Derry National Bank.
Dover Five Cents Savings Bank, with Dover National Bank.
Exeter Savings Bank, with Granite State National Bank.
Farmington Savings Bank, with Farmington National Bank.
Gonic Savings Bank, witli Gonic National Bank.
lona Savings Bank, with Citizens' National Bank.
Kearsarge Savings Bank, with Kearsarge National Bank.
Lebanon Savings Bank, witli Lebanon National Bank.
Littleton Savings Bank, with Littleton National Bank.
Loan and Trust Savings Bank, with State Capital National Bank.
Manchester Savings Bank, with Manchester National Bank.
Mechanics' Savings Bank, with Second National Bank, Manchester.
Mechanics' Savings Bank, with Second National Bank, Nashua.
Merrimack River Savings Bank, with First National Bank, Manchester.
Monadnock Savings Bank, with Monadnock National Bank.
Newmarket Savings Bank, with Newmarket National Bank.
New)>ort Savings Bank, with Newport National Bank.
Norway Plains Savings Bank, with Rochester National Bank.
People's Savings Bank, with Amoskeag National Bank.
RoUinsford Savings Bank, with Salmon Falls State Bank.
Sullivan Savings Institution, with Claremont National Bank.
GENERAL REMARKS.
We have completed the work of visiting and examining all
the banks chartered by the state, including one discount and
sixty-six savings banks, detailed statements of which are already
given.
The total amount of deposits in the sixty-six savings banks
reported is $28,789,549, a decrease from last year, in the same
banks, of $1,260,665.58.
For the number of accounts opened and the number closed,
number having deposits of two thousand dollars and upwards,
and the amounts received from, and the amounts paid to, de-
positors, reference is made to page 133 of this report. The
aggregate assets are also given upon the same page, obviating
the necessity of repeating the figures here.
The total expense of managing the banks during the year
1877, exclusive of taxes, was $107,291.47, against $103,126.26
the previous year ; and, if, to the difference between the two
years, we add the amount of the expense of the two banks the
previous year which are not now reported, we should have an
increase in this item of about $8,000.
In making our examinations, we have endeavored to obtain
thorough information as to the standing and condition of every
bank, and the character, to the fullest extent practicable, of the
assets and securities. It is not to be supposed that every weak
spot would be exhibited to us, nor that the conclusions to which
we came, were, in all cases, absolutely correct. But we have
made minute investigations, entering into detail, and have not
spared time or effort, to say nothing of expense, in our endeav-
10
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ors to accomplish just what would be expected of us, to a
reasonable degree of accuracy.
It should be borne in mind, by everybody, that it is not al!
"fair sailing," these days, in banking business; but, notwith-
standing the cases in the state where our savings banks have
disappointed their friends and the public generally, yet we
think, as a whole, they will bear a most favorable comparison
with any and all other financial institutions and investments.
On this point we have commented, somewhat, in another part
of our report.
We have made it our aim to bring all the banks to true
figures, and to " lop off " all unhealthy showings of such
strength as they did not possess. In this way the amount of
apparent surplus is, of course, lessened in many cases ; but it
is of no possible use to keep books and accounts loaded down
with that which either is of no value or is of such doubtful char-
acter and value as to be, at least, for the time being, practically
worthless.
Acting upon these grounds, and upon the theory that all the
assets of the banks are the property of the depositors and must
be held and improved for their benefit, and accounted for to
them, we have found it advisable to apply the law of 1874, fa-
miliarly known as " the cut-down law," to several of our banks,
and, acting with different justices of the supreme court, have re-
duced the deposits, on careful examination, by decree, according
to the statute referred to, in the following banks and the re-
spective percentages:—
Wolfeborough Savings Bank, December 21, with Judge Stan-
ley; deposits were reduced twenty-five (25) per cent.
Derry Savings Bank, December 25, with Judge Stanley; de-
posits were reduced twenty-five (25) per cent.
Rollinsford Savings Bank, with Judge Stanley, January 31 ;
twenty-five (25) per cent.
Somersworth Savings Bank, with Judge Stanley, March 8
;
twenty (20) per cent.
Kearsarge Savings Bank, with Judge Foster, March 18 ; twen-
ty-five (25) per cent.
Norway Plains Savings Bank, with Judge Foster, March 25 ;
sixteen and two-thirds (16^) per cent.
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In every case where the deposits have been reduced, the
trustees have been conferred with as freely as possible ; and they
have usually been present in full numbers and had an opportu-
nity to be heard ; and their views have been sought. We trust,
that, in making these decrees of reduction, we have, in all in-
stances, made them for such a percentage that the various
banks will be able to certainly pay the amount left on their
books after the reduction ; and we confidently believe, that, at
least in several instances, more will eventually be realized.
Much depends on the management of each bank, and it is to
them all interested must look for favorable results, though due
allowance should be made for unavoidable depreciations.
QUESTIONS OF LAW.
In connection with the subject of reducing deposits under the
statute of the state, it seems necessary to say that various ques-
tions have arisen and will continue to come up, as to the rights
of depositors after such reduction is decreed ; and we have
been often appealed to for opinions on the various points in-
volved. We have uniformly declined to assume the prerogative
of giving an "official opinion," though always ready to advise
and even to volunteer our own private views.
Whatever else may be in doubt, it seems abundantly clear
that the legislature which passed the law referred to intended
to protect the rights and interests of depositors in banks where
the law should be applied ; and no higher ground in their favor
can well be taken than is found in the language of the statute
;
and we hope, that, at an early day, our supreme court will be
called on to pass upon these questions and will relieve the sub-
ject of any material doubts.
CARROLL COUNTY FIVE CENTS SAVINGS BANK, WOLFEBOROUGH.
On the twenty-second of September this bank found itself
obliged to suspend. A minute and critical investigation of its
affairs was commenced on the twenty-sixth of that month, con-
tinuing, with some intervening intervals, for several weeks.
The causes leading to the disaster were various and reached
far back into the past. The results of the examinations showed
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that, while it had done a large business and had the semblance
of thrift, there had been such a lack of efficiency on the part of
its executive officers and such neglect of duty by the trustees,
that all its affairs were in a most unsatisfactory and unsound
condition. Transactions foreign to the legitimate sphere of a
savings bank had been of common occurrence. The books con-
taining the records of meetings had been very well kept ; and,
while, at first view, the ordinary books of accounts had a pre-
sentable appearance, yet, when followed out through all their
connections, they were extremely unsettled and out of business
order. " Business accounts " had been kept in quite a number
of cases, and some of them covered several years' time without
settlement or mutual balancing and presented difficulties in ad-
justment not readily surmounted. Every part of the investiga-
tion developed complications and inaccuracies. The treasurer
was unable to afford adequate assistance, and no person who
had been supposed to be familiar with the routine of the busi-
ness and the daily transactions of the bank could render such
aid as to relieve discrepancies.
Such being the state of affairs,—and much more could be
added, if necessary,—we could see no propriety in any course
but that of putting the bank into the hands of assignees to be
wound up ; and we accordingly communicated the facts to
Attorney-general Tappan, in a letter dated November 2, who
at once caused a bill of information to be filed with Hon.
Clinton W. Stanley, a justice of the supreme court, for the
purpose of vacating the charter of the bank. These papers
were duly served upon the president and treasurer of the bank,
•with notice that a hearing would be had at Portsmouth on the
thirteenth of November, which hearing was had at the Rocking-
ham House as appointed and was attended by the president and
.several trustees and other friends of the bank, where all they
had to say was patiently heard ; but, as no adequate reason was
given to induce us to change our views, we so stated our con-
victions to the court, who subsequently appointed Hon. Joshua
•G. Hall, of Dover, and William A. Heard, Esq., of Sandwich,
;as assignees ; and, they having filed satisfactory bonds, we, on
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the twenty-seventh of November, delivered the assets, books,
and papers of the bank to them.
Their report is herewith submitted.
To the Bank Commissioners of New Hampshire :—
The undersigned report, that, immediately upon their appoint-
ment as assignees of the Carroll County Five Cents Savings
Bank, at Wolfeborough, they entered upon the discharge of their
duties, and have since been steadily engaged in the performance
thereof. As your board are well aware, the portion of this
bank's assets which consisted in securities readily convertible
into money was very small. This fact, coupled with the very
general depression in business, has rendered it impossible for
us to gather in any great amount of money as yet ; but we have
assurances from large numbers of the debtors of the bank, that,
by June i, they will pay, either in part or in full ; so that we
confidently anticipate making a dividend of twenty-five per cent
to depositors at an early day, perhaps by July i.
The number of deposit-books that have been returned for our
examination and which have been corrected is 1,427. The
amount found to be due on those books is $438,138.10. There
are some seventy-five more accounts on the bank ledgers, where
the deposit-books have not been returned for examination.
These accounts represent nearly $30,000. So that, with other
claims that will be presented, the claims found to be entitled to
a dividend will amount to nearly $520,000.
The large shrinkage in real estate and other property, the
losses by parties who are already in bankruptcy and by others
who are contemplating a resort to that act for relief, and vari-
ous other causes, together with the uncertainty as to how vari-
ous law questions may be settled, lead us to believe that a too
confident view of the final results cannot now be taken. How-
ever, taking into consideration the condition of the bank, its se-
curities, books, and, in fact, everything connected therewith,
when we entered upon the duties of the trust, in comparison
with the present outlook of its matters, we are of the opinion
that we shall ultimately realize a percentage that will be satis-
factory to all reasonable creditors.
JOSHUA G. HALL,
WILLIAM A. HEARD,
Assignees of the Carroll County Five Cents Savifigs Bank,
May I, 1878.
CITY SAVINGS BANK, MANCHESTER.
It will be well remembered, that, in June last, the deposits in
150 Bank Commissioners^ Report. [^^ay,
this bank were reduced twenty-one per cent. At that time, it
seemed apparent that the bank would be able to go along suc-
cessfully and pay its depositors the remaining seventy-nine per
cent, after passing a dividend of four per cent j but, in this, the
expectations of the commissioners and of the trustees failed to
be realized. Transactions which were in well-assured prospect
at the time of the reduction were not completed, and a general
increase of depreciation, coupled with the distrust of depositors,
was the result ; and, on the fifteenth of February, we made a care-
ful examination of its condition and securities ; and, finding it
unable, as we believed, to pay in full (the seventy-nine per cent),
we requested the treasurer to stop at once the payment of de-
posits on the old account, which he did.
We immediately petitioned Judge Allen, then holding court in
the county, for an injunction and for the appointment of an as-
signee, which petition was granted, a hearing being had upon
it on the twenty-fifth of February, resulting in the appointment
of William B. Johnson as assignee, who, having filed a satisfac-
tory bond, took formal possession of the bank on the thirteenth
day of March. At a later date, Charles H. Bartlett, of Man-
chester, was appointed by the court as assignee, to be associ-
ated with Mr. Johnson, These assignees are now engaged in
the performance of their duties as such, but, having so recently
been appointed, no report from them has been made to us.
ROCKINGHAM TEN CENTS SAVINGS BANK, PORTSMOUTH.
It will be recollected, that this bank was placed in the hands
of an assignee in the early part of our official year, in 1876, and
we submit the following report from him, showing, somewhat,
the present prospects :—
To the Bank Conunissioners :—
The progress made during the past year in realizing from the
assets of the Rockingham Ten Cents Savings Bank has been
greatly retarded by the continued and increased depression of
the speculative classes of property to be sold. The largest part
of what remains unsold consists of defaulted Western municipal
bonds of places heavily in debt ; and, until settlements by com-
promise are effected, they have but comparatively little market
value. By joining with other bondholders, I have made such
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settlements in two cases ; and others are now pending. This
class of property is very slow and difficult of sale at anything
like its believed ultimate value.
It is now ascertained, by further progress and by recent decis-
ions, that much less will be received from the large claims in
bankruptcy than was expected, which will diminish the amount
-we had hoped to realize for the depositors.
With the cash already on hand and the proceeds of sales to
1)6 made during the next two or three months, the second divi-




Assignee Rockingham Ten Cents Savings Bank.
Portsmouth, N. H., May 4, 1S78.
DIVIDENDS.
Our experience within the past year proves the fact that one
of the most serious evils that has crept into the management of
our savings banks is the way and manner in which so many of
them have computed their dividends. In nearly or quite every
bank in which the deposits have been scaled during the past
year, the deficiency has largely arisen from the paying of large
dividends, because their more fortunate neighbors did ; and
this, too, when not a dollar should have been paid. One small
'bank was found to have paid nearly eight thousand dollars in
•dividends when it had 7iot a si?igie dollar of surplus from tvhich
io pay it, and which amount was paid from the investments of the
bank. The practice in many of the banks heretofore has been
to compute the interest upon all the investments and securities
of the bank, good, bad, and indifferent, up to the time of de-
claring the dividend ; and, upon this amount, a dividend has
been declared.
This is entirely wrong ; and it has been our aim to impress
upon the banks the idea that dividends must be declared only
upon the net earnings of the ba?ik actually received and appearing
.as cash upon the books of the bank. In accordance with this
"view, at the last annual examination of the banks, we have reck-
oned as assets of the bank no accrued interest that did not ap-
pear as cash.
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Banks should promptly collect all interest, keep themselves
within their actual earnings, and declare and pay such dividends
only as the condition and standing of the bank will warrant.
We are of the opinion that some legislation is necessary re-
quiring greater care in the matter of dividends ; and, if thought
best, engraft upon our savings-bank law that clause of the law
working so well in New York, " making trustees personally
liable for the amount of interest upon which a dividend is com-
puted, unless it has been actually earned and received by the.
bank and placed upon its books of record."
SAFETY OF DEPOSITS.
The stability and prosperity of savings banks rest upon the
confidence reposed in them by their depositors. In times like
the present, when every species of property has become greatly
depreciated ; when the confidence of the business community
has become, as it were, paralyzed ; when what seems like un-
wise and extreme legislation even hints at the repudiation of
the honest indebtedness of the general government,—of course
savings banks must share their portion of this depreciation and
have their share of distrust. Yet, notwithstanding all the obsta-
cles that the savings banks have had to encounter the past
year, notwithstanding the invectives that have been aimed at
them and their managers, we take pleasure in saying, that we
believe them, as a whole, to be prudently, efficiently, and eco-
nomically managed ; and we believe them to be safer, to-day,
for their depositors, than any other institutions or any securities
in which their deposits could be placed or invested. Several of
the savings banks of this state have, during the past year, met
with adverse fortune ; and yet all the losses these banks have
sustained during the past year have been less than two per cent
upon the whole amount of deposits. Had these deposits been
invested in government bonds, even, the loss would have ranged
from six to ten per cent ; and, had they been invested in real es-
tate, the depreciation would have ranged from twenty to forty
per cent. Heretofore, the banks have been forced to invest in
securities that promised a large rate of interest, in order to meet
their expenses and the demands of their depositors for large
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dividends, wholly forgetting the fact, or, rather, ignoring it, both
they and their depositors, that securities that pay the highest
rate of interest must, inevitably, as a rule, be the poorest securi-
ties in the end. The unwise competition that has sprung up
between the banks has also driven them to invest in these secu-
rities.
From these poor investments and from the reckless manner
in which large dividends have been paid when no dividends
should have been paid, have come the disasters that have be-
fallen several of the banks. But a change for the better is tak-
ing place. The competition between the banks has ceased, save
in a few instances, and these must soon see their folly. The
depositors are becoming willing to forego any and all dividends
for the time being if they can be assured that their principal is
safe, knowing that whatever the banks have must ultimately be
theirs ; and, as a consequence, the deposits are now being, and
have been for the past two years, invested in such a manner as
to almost preclude the possibility of a loss, unless some unfore-
seen disaster shall overwhelm and engulf all in one common
ruin.
The effort being made by the government to place so much
of its four-per-cent loan among the people at home is, in a cer-
tain sense, praiseworthy, and is in accordance with the generally
received opinion, that, the -more the debt of a nation is held by
its own people, the more secure will it be. Depositors receive
the assurance that in no other manner can their deposits be
made as secure and with as little inconvenience to themselves
as by investing in these bonds. Whilst this assertion bears upon
its face the semblance of truth and of being correct, in our judg-
ment the actual facts do not warrant this conclusion. With the
more wealthy, this may, to some extent, be the case, though not
many of this class invest in such a security ; but, for the class of
depositors for whom savings banks are intended, we think the
reverse is the correct position. The holder of the bond will be
subjected to much inconvenience and delay in receiving his in-
terest when due, and will be obliged to seek a market for his
coupon and receive what the purchaser is pleased to give him
;
and, should he, for any purpose, need the amount he has in-
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vested in such securities, he is again at the mercy of the pur-
chaser. At a savings bank, a depositor presents his book, re-
ceives his dividend in full, and, in case of need, receives his
principal, with the full accrued interest thereon. Under the
present aspect of affairs, financially, care should be taken, in
investing in such securities ; for, if a nation may, with impunity,
repudiate a portion of its honest and well-understood obliga-
tions in ititerest upon its debt, it may with equal propriety repu-
diate the principal of the debt itself. And, in this connection,
we would say, that, in our judgment, too much stress is placed
upon the idea that savings banks are solely charitable institu-
tions. While such is undoubtedly the fact to a certain extent,
they are, as well, most certainly business institutions, to a much
larger extent, intending to care for the interests of their deposit-
ors in the best possible manner and earning as much for them
as can be done with absolute safety.
Conducted upon safe business principles, as we believe the
most of our savings banks are, there can be nothing more se-
cure for depositors of small sums, who are laboring hard, living
prudently and economically, and are yearly laying by a small
sum against a " rainy day " or old age, than to invest their earn-
ings in these institutions ; and, instead of joining in the clamor
against savings-bank and other bank officials, generally raised
by persons whose chief happiness consists in fault-finding and in
making ill-advised and untruthful statements, we believe the de-
positors and the public owe a debt of gratitude to those officials
who have been able, in these days of wide-spread defalcation
and of financial ruin, to invest the large amounts intrusted to
to their care, in such a manner as to return to their depositors
their original deposit with so small a shrinkage as compared
with the shrinkages upon other investments and in other insti-
tutions.
INVESTMENTS.
Section three, chapter four, laws of 1869, defines the securities
in which one half of the investments of the deposits of our sav-
ings banks shall be made. We think it would have been wise had
the legislature at the same time limited and defined in what se-
curities the other half of the investments should be made. It
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would afiford to depositors the opportunity of knowing in what
way and manner their deposits are to be invested. It would
also have a salutary effect in checking unwise and hazardous in-
vestments. Several of the savings banks of this state, looking
for a high rate of interest, have invested too large amounts in
the county, city, town, and district bonds of the " far West."
Several of such cities, towns, and districts have defaulted in the
payment of the interest on their bonds ; and the shrinkage or
depreciation has proved disastrous to several of the smaller
savings banks of this state, and also crippled and impaired
the former high standing of some of our larger ones. Very
small lines of any of this class of bonds should be taken.
DUTIES OF TRUSTEES,
During the past year, we found, upon examination of the books
of records of several of the savings banks of the state, that the
trustees had never been sworn to the faithful performance of
their duties. The by-laws of most of our savings banks require
that the trustees shall be sworn. We deem it just as important
for them to be sworn to the faithful performance of their duties
as that the directors of other corporations or the clerks of cor-
porations, as required in section eight, chapter two hundred and
seventy-five of the general statutes ; and the first duty of a
trustee of a savings bank, after he is chosen and qualified,
should be to examine the statutes of the state in relation to
savings banks ; also, the by-laws of his savings bank, and care-
fully study his duties, and, having learned, conscientiously,
efficiently, and faithfully to perform them, according to the
best of his abilities, agreeably to the rules and regulations of
his bank and the laws of the state, and attend to his duties or at
once decline the trust.
Every savings bank should have the duties of all its officers
clearly defined in its by-laws and printed in the pass-books of
the bank.
The law contemplates and defines that the trustees shall have
the general direction and oversight of the affairs of the bank,
shall cause its funds to be prudently and safely invested and its
income to be properly collected. No trustee of a savings bank
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should be allowed to plead ignorance of the condition and
standing of his bank when it gets into trouble, meets with
losses, or has to be cut down or wound up.
Every trustee has the right and privilege, at any and all
times and at any hour of the day, to enter the office of the
bank and examine any and all the books and securities of the
bank ; this is not only the privilege, but the duty, of a trustee.
Carelessness and remissness in the discharge of the duties
of trustees of a savings bank was strongly exhibited in the
failure of the Carroll County Five Cents Savings Bank, at
Wolfeborough, and still another striking example of the remiss-
ness of the duties of directors is exhibited in the recent defalca-
tion, disaster, and failure of the mills at Fall River, Mass. And
whenever, as is frequently the case, the by-laws of a sav-
ings bank require that a committee of investments shall be
chosen from the board of trustees, their duties should also be
clearly and Avell defined, in substance as follows : " That they
shall meet once a week, and it shall be their duty to loan, in-
vest, sell, exchange, or re-invest, and otherwise manage the
funds of the institution, subject to such instructions as may be
given them, from time to time, by the trustees
;
" and it should
also be the duty of the board of trustees to look after the com-
mittee and see that they do their whole duty.
And we recommend, that all the by-laws, rules, and regula-
tions of the bank be plainly and distinctly defined and printed
in all of the pass-books of the bank, which are given out to the
depositors upon their making their first deposit in the bank.
TAXATION.
The rate of state tax on deposits in our savings banks is a
question upon which honest opinions will differ.
The tax in Massachusetts is three-fourths of one per cent,
reduced from one to three-fourths per cent about four years ago,
in Connecticut, one-half of one per cent on real-estate loans;
on other investments one per cent ; in Rhode Island, one-
fourth of one per cent. In Vermont, all deposits of $250 and
less are exempt from taxation ; the balance, with names of the
depositors, are returned to the town clerk for taxation.
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At the present rate of interest on notes and other securities
in the New-England states, the officers of, and the depositors in,
our savings banks can plainly see that it is impossible to pay
one per cent state tax, set aside the guaranty fund of ten per
cent of the net earnings of the year (now so much needed), pay
the necessary running expenses of the bank, and declare a divi-
dend of five per cent annually. Consequently, the officers of
many of our savings banks, in order to satisfy their depositors
and compete with their neighboring savings banks, feel com-
pelled to seek investments of a portion of their funds in the
bonds, mortgages, and other securities of the Western states,
which offer to pay a much higher rate of interest. It is out of
the question for the banks to get high rates of interest without
incurring too great risks. In all probability, during the com-
ing year, a majority of our savings banks, in order to pay the
one-per-cent tax, set apart ten per cent of the net earnings to
the guaranty fund, and pay the ordinary expenses of the bank,
will be obliged to reduce their annual dividends to four per
cent or less. Our banks should look more to the soundness of
the security or investment than to a high rate of interest.
We trust that the next session of the legislature will carefully
•consider the matter of a reduction of the present rate of taxa-
tion of the deposits in our savings banks and adopt such meas-
ures as will be for the best interest of the whole people of the
state.
BANK EXPENSES.
We have already said that we believe our savings banks are
prudently and economically managed. This, as a whole, is cer-
tainly true. A man who gives the " prime of his life " to the
trying and laborious duties of a bank ought to receive due com-
pensation. We believe there are some who earn not only all
they receive, but more ; but, as a whole, we think treasurers are
fairly paid.
It is not the bank which has the most " popular " officers
and pays the largest salary which is sure most wisely to invest
its means, insure immunity from loss and good results from its
business
; but, when integrity and ability are the first qualities
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sought, and business is done squarely on business principles,
and inordinate personal ambitions have no place, we usually find
a steady, healthy, satisfactory progress, be the deposits large or
moderate.
We think there are some unduly high salaries paid in our
state, and hope our banks will themselves take a conservative
course in this respect and act justly in this direction.
PAYING ON DEMAND.
The practice of paying on demand is frequent in our banks.
We do not object to allowing the option of doing this in some
cases, but we say they should be exceptional and that such regu-
lations should exist in banks that their depositors will know that
it is not a common practice. It is a perversion of the true intent
of a savings bank, and leads necessarily to the holding of an
unduly large amount of ready cash on hand, which is liable to
be a serious hindrance to legitimate interest earnings.
We wish the uniform sentiment of bank officers could be such
as to set this matter right, without legislation, but we certainly
look on it as a subject of vital importance.
BUSINESS DEPOSITS.
Several banks in the state carry on a department of business
for which they were never chartered.
If the real needs of their communities call for this branch of
business, they should ask and obtain the requisite authority,
otherwise should confine themselves strictly to their legitimate
sphere.
RATE OF DIVIDENDS.
We expressed ourselves last year on this point as approving
the course of such banks as had decided to fix upon not exceed-
m^fourper cent as their rate of dividend ; and, while we think
no rate should be promised in the by-laws, in specific terms, yet
we think a general rule fixing four per cent as the maximum
rate is called for and would be a positive benefit to our banks.
FINAL.
In coming to the closing point in our labors, we take pleasure
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in expressing our high appreciation of the courtesy and consider-
ation we have experienced at the hand of the officers of banks
wherever we have been and from all with whom we have had
business intercourse ; and we trust the cordial co-operation with
which we have met with will prove fruitful of good in its pres-
ent results and that it betokens increased good for the future.
JOHN G. KIMBALL,
^AMOS J. BLAKE, y Bank Commissioners,
LEANDER W. COGSWELL,)

ABSTRACT OF LAWS EELATING TO SAVINGS BANKS.
GENERAL STATUTES, CHAPTER LI.
Sect. 3. The selectmen, or either of them, may make per-
sonal application to any inhabitant of the town, to any person
having the care of personal property taxable therein, and to the
officers of any corporation, for an account of the polls and
ratable estate for which they are liable to be taxed.
Sect. 8. The cashier, treasurer, agent, or other principal
officer of every bank, savings institution, insurance company, or
other corporation, on application in person or by writing by any
selectman, shall furnish, at the principal place of business of
such corporation, an account in writing, on oath, if required, of
all the ratable estate of such corporation, and a like account of
all shares and deposits therein owned by any person resident
or corporation established out of the state, within four days
after such application.
Sect. 9. If any officer of such corporation shall not, upon
application, give such account of its ratable estate, the corpora-
tion may be doomed in the same manner as individuals ; and,
if any taxable property shall be willfully omitted in such ac-
count, the corporation may be assessed fourfold therefor, like
individuals.
Sect, id. The cashier or other principal officer of every bank
or other corporation, upon such application, shall furnish a like
account of all shares and deposits therein owned by any inhab-
itant of the town of which the person applying is selectman,
and the value thereof, whether mortgaged or pledged or not,
within four days after such application is made.
Sect. h. Any such officer or agent, who willfully neglects or
refuses to furnish as aforesaid any such account as is required in
this chapter, shall forfeit a sum not less than one hundred nor
more than four hundred dollars, for the use of such town.
Sect. 12. Whoever transfers any stock in any bank, insur-
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ance conipan}', or other corporation, for the purpose of avoid-
ing taxation or to prevent its being taxed to the real owner
thereof in the town in which he resides, and whoever, for either
of the purposes aforesaid, deposits money in any savings bank
or institution for savings in the name of a fictitious person, or
any false name, or in the name of a person not resident in the
city or town in which he is represented to reside, or under any
false residence, shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars
nor more than one thousand dollars, to the use of the town in
which, or for the use of which, such stock or money ought to be
taxed.
GENERAL STATUTES, CHAPTER LVIII.
Sect. 14. The state treasurer, on or before the first day of
October annually, shall pay to each town in which any of said
depositors resided on the first day of April next preceding such
part of said tax as would be in proportion to the amount of said
deposits and accumulations held by residents of said town on
said day.
GENERAL STATUTES, CHAPTER CLH.
Sect. i. The provisions of this title, so far as they prop-
erly may, shall apply to state and national banks, savings banks
or institutions for savings, private banks, and loan fund associa-
tions, unless otherwise expressly limited in their operation.
Sect. 2. Three bank commissioners shall be annually ap-
pointed by the governor and council, who shall hold office for
one year and until others are appointed and qualified in their
stead, but may be removed by the governor and council at their
pleasure.
Sect. 3. No person shall be appointed a bank commissioner
who is not a resident of the state, or who is indebted to any
bank, or holds any office or stock in any bank.
Sect. 4. Once at least in each year and as much oftener as
the governor may direct, an examination shall be made into the
condition of every bank in the state and into the management
of its affairs by one of said bank commissioners.
Sect. 5. Such commissioners shall inspect all its books,
papers, notes, bonds, and other evidences of debt, ascertain the
quantity of specie and other money and funds on hand, and make
all inquiries necessary to learn its ability to perform all its en-
1878.] Bank Commissioners^ Report. 163
gagements and whether it has violated any provision of law
;
and, as soon as practicable, and in all cases on or before the
twentieth day of May annually, report the result of such exam-
ination to the governor, which report shall be filed in the office
of the secretary of state.
Sect. 6, Any commissioner may examine, under oath by him
administered, any officer, agent, or servant of any bank, or any
other person, in relation to the affairs and condition thereof.
Sect, 7. The secretary shall annually, during the first week
of the June session, present to the legislature, in printed form,
the reports of the bank commissioners, and transmit one copy
thereof to the attorney-general and each solicitor.
Sect. 8. Every commissioner shall receive from each bank
examined three dollars for each day necessarily spent in such
examination and making report, and ten cents for his travel
each way ; but, if he shall examine more than one bank in any
place at the same time, he shall tax only one travel.
Sect. 9, If any bank shall not permit an examination of its
affairs by any bank commissioner or shall not furnish the neces-
sary facilities therefor or if it is judged by the commissioners
to be necessary for the public safety that it should not continue
to transact business, they shall represent the facts by petition to
some justice of the supreme court.
Sect. 10. Such justice shall issue an injunction prohibiting,
so far as may be thought necessary, the transaction of any busi-
ness by said bank, and the said commissioners shall cause the
same to be duly served.
Sect. ii. Such injunction may be modified by said justice
;
and the supreme court, upon petition, and notice to the bank
commissioners, may dissolve, modify, continue, or extend the
same as equity may require.
Sect. 12. When the bank commissioners shall deem it neces-
sary for the public safety, they may lay the facts in writing
before the attorney-general, and require him to file an informa-
tion against any incorporated bank, for the purpose of vacating
its charter, at the next trial term of the supreme court for the
county.
Sect. 13. In either of said cases, they may apply to the su-
preme court or a justice thereof to appoint an assignee of the
property and effects of such bank ; and said court or justice
may make such appointment, subject to such rules and orders
as may be prescribed thereby.
Sect. 14. Such assignee shall take possession of all the estate,
property, rights, and credits of the bank, and demand, receive,
sue for, and recover the same wherever found, and may re-
quire such bank, its officers, owners, or others having any
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such property or control thereof, to execute to him a transfer
or conveyance thereof, and may sell and convey any such
property, and do any act necessary to convert such assets into
money.
Sect. 15. Said court or any justice thereof, in vacation, may
make any orders necessary to carry such assignment into effect,
and may affix such penalties for disobedience thereto as may
be thought necessary.
Sect. 16. Upon application, the court may issue an injunction
restraining all proceedings at law by any creditor against such
bank, and may order notice to be published, as they may direct,
requiring all creditors to present and prove their claims against
such bank to such person within such time as may be directed,
and, in default, to be precluded from all benefit of the assets of
such bank.
Sect. 17. The proceeds of such property shall be holden,
—
I. To pay the expenses of the assignment.
II. To pay all bills issued by the bank//v rata.
III. For the payment in equal proportion of all debts, claims,
and obligations owing by such bank.
IV. The remainder to be divided among the stockholders
according to their interests.
Sect. 18. Every such assignee shall receive such reasonable
compensation for his expenses and services in the execution of
said trust as said court may order.
Sect. 19. Every assignee, before acting as such, shall file in
court a bond to the county, in such sum and with such sureties
as the court or justice may approve, faithfully to execute the
duties of his appointment, to comply with the orders of the
court, and to render an account of his proceedings therein to
the court when required.
Sect. 20. Any person aggrieved by any default or miscon-
duct of such assignee in his trust may, by leave of the court,
institute a suit on said bond and recover the damages sustained
thereby.
Sect. 21, If any officer, agent, or clerk of any bank, or any
other person, shall make any false entries in the books thereof
-or shall exhibit false papers or make false statements under
-oath, with intent to deceive any bank commissioner, he shall be
fined not exceeding one thousand dollars or imprisoned not ex-
•ceeding five years.
Sect. 22. If any bank, without legal authority, shall fail to
pay, on request, its bills in specie, its charter shall be forfeited ;
and the governor shall direct an immediate examination of its
affairs by two or more of the bank commissioners ; and such
jDroceedings shall be had as the commissioners judge necessary.
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GENERAL STATUTES, CHAPTER CLIII.
Sect. 15. If any officer of any bank shall, directly or in-
directly, in any way, receive any compensation for services or
influence in or about the procuring of any loan or discount
therefrom, or giving security therefor, or indemnifying or secur-
ing any surety, indorser, or guarantor of any note or other paper
discounted at or holden by said bank, against his liability there-
on or by reason thereof, he shall forfeit one hundred dollars
and three times the amount of such compensation, to the use of
any person suing therefor.
Sect. 16. The attorney-general and the several solicitors shall
prosecute all violations of any provisions of the laws relating to
banks which may come to their knowledge.
Sect. 22. Any savings bank or other institution for savings
may, at their discretion, pay to any minor or married woman
such sum as has been deposited to his or her credit, as if
such minor were of age and such married woman unmarried ;
and the check, receipt, or acquittance of such minor or mar-
ried woman shall be a sufficient discharge for the same.
Sect. 23. No savings bank or other institution for savings
shall be chargeable as trustee on account of any funds depos-
ited to the credit of any minor or married woman, unless it ap-
pear that such funds were not earned by and do not belong to
such minor or married woman in their own right.
GENERAL STATUTES, CHAPTER CLV.
Sect. i. The cashier of every bank and the treasurer of
every institution for savings shall annually make all the returns
and perform all the duties by law required of them, respectively,
in relation to the taxation of the stock of such bank or the
deposits of such institution.
Sect. 4. If any such bank neglects to make any such return
as required in the preceding section, it shall, for every offense,
be fined not exceeding one thousand dollars ; and the certifi-
cate of the secretary shall be competent evidence of such
neglect.
Sect. 6. Every association or partnership formed for the pur-
pose of loaning money or dealing in money, receiving deposits,
buying and selling exchange, or transacting such other business
as is usually transacted by banks shall be a bank for the general
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purposes of this title and for taxation ; and the clerk or cashier
of every such bank shall make the same returns to towns where
its stockholders reside as the cashiers of other banks are by
law required to make.
Sect, 7. Every person owning any portion of the funds em-
ployed in any private bank shall be deemed a stockholder
therein ; and the average amount of the capital of such private
bank during the preceding year shall be the capital of such bank
subject to taxation as stock.
Sect. 8. The stockholders of any private bank shall be liable
as partners for all the debts and obligations of such bank.
LAWS OF 1869, CHAPTER IV.
(See following amendments of 1871 and 1873.)
Sect. i. The treasurers of savings banks shall annually, on
or before the first day of May, transmit to the state treasurer a
statement, under oath, of the amount of all deposits and accu-
mulations in their respective savings banks on the first day of
April next preceding, with the names of the towns and the
aggregate amount of such deposits and accumulations made by
persons resident in such towns, and the whole amount of de-
posits and accumulations owned by persons not resident in the
state or whose place of residence is unknown,
Sect. 2. Every savings bank shall pay annually, on or before
the fifteenth day of June, to the state treasurer, a tax of one
per cent on the whole amount so returned, as aforesaid, to the
state treasurer ; and no other tax shall be assessed on said de-
posits and accumulations or against its depositors on account
thereof.
Sect. 3. One-half of the deposits hereafter received in said
savings banks and one-half of the investments hereafter made
by any of such savings banks shall be invested in notes and
mortgages of individuals residing or doing business and having
a place of business in this state ; in the stock of banking asso-
ciations located in this state ; in the first-mortgage bonds of any
railroad company incorporated under the authority of this state,
which is in possession of and operating its own road, and which
has earned and paid regular dividends for two years next pre-
ceding such investments, or in the bonds of any such railroad
company which is unencumbered by mortgage ; in bonds or loans
of this state, or of any city, county, or town therein ; or in notes
of individuals or corporations residing or doing business and
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having a place of business in this state, with sufficient sureties
or collaterals.
Sect. 4. No compensation shall, directly or indirectly, be
allowed to any of the officers of the savings bank, except the
treasurers and their clerks.
Sect. 5. The trustees of all the savings banks in this state
shall annually establish the salary of the treasurer and his neces-
sary clerks, which, together with all expenses, shall, in no case,
exceed four thousand dollars.
Sect. 6. The treasurers of all savings banks shall give a
bond, with sufficient sureties, for the faithful performance of the
duties of their office, in the penal sum of twenty-five thousand
dollars ; and, when the deposits in any savings bank shall exceed
the sum of one hundred thousand dollars, the penal sum of such
bond shall be increased five thousand dollars for each sum of
one hundred thousand dollars or fractional part thereof.
Sect. 7. The bonds of the treasurers of all savings banks
shall be recorded at length on the books of said banks ; and, on
or before the first day of January next, the treasurers thereof
shall file with the secretary of state an attested copy thereof.
Sect, 8. It shall be the duty of the bank commissioners to
annually examine the bonds of the treasurers of all savings
banks, to inquire into and certify to the sufficiency thereof, and,
whenever they shall deem any such bond insufficient, they shall
order a new bond to be filed within a reasonable time, to be by
them limited.
Sect. 9. The bank commissioners, in their report, shall give
a detailed statement of all the items of expense of all savings
banks, with the names of the treasurers and their clerks, and a
statement of the salary of each. It shall also be their duty to
report in detail the kind and amount of stocks and bonds held
by each of said savings banks, with the par value thereof, the
•cost to said banks, and the market value thereof at the date of
their examination. They shall also report the amount of the
treasurer's bond, with all such information as will tend to give
the true standing of such banks.
Sect. 10. No savings bank shall pay to its depositors inter-
est at a greater rate than five per cent annually, but may divide
any surplus that may have been accumulated, every two years.
Sect. ii. Sections twelve and thirteen of chapter fifty-eight
of the general statutes, and all acts and parts of acts inconsis-
tent with this act, are hereby repealed.
Chapter thirty-six of laws of 187 1 thus amends chapter four,
laws of 1869 :—
Sect. i. Section second of said act (chapter four, laws of
1869) is hereby amended by adding thereto : " Every savings
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bank neglecting to comply with the provisions of this section
shall be liable to pay to the state treasurer interest on the
amount of said tax at the rate of ten per cent per annum."
Chapter twenty-eight, laws of 1873, also amends chapter four,
laws of 1869, as follows :—
Sect. i. That section two, chapter four of the pamphlet
laws of eighteen hundred and sixty-nine, be amended by adding^
the words, " and, upon their neglect, the treasurer shall add'
thereto interest after such default at the rate of ten per cent
per annum, and shall issue his extent for the sum so unpaid and
said interest till payment is made ; and all property of the cor-
poration the first day of April preceding shall be liable for its
payment," after the word "thereof" in the fifth line of said
section.
LAWS OF 1870, CHAPTER XV.
(Modified by chapter thirty-five, laws of 1873.)
Sect. i. No person shall be eligible for election to any
office in any savings-bank corporation who is indebted to the
said bank for any loan, either as principal or surety ; and no
savings bank shall hereafter make any loans to any of its officers
or receive the name of any of its officers as surety for any loan,
except with the unanimous consent of the trustees, in writing,,
filed with the treasurer.
LAWS OF 1872, CHAPTER XV.
(See chapter thirty-five, laws of 1S73.)
Sect. i. The trustees of the savings banks in the state
shall make a thorough examination of the affairs of their respec-
tive banks once in every six months ; and banks having an
average deposit exceeding the full sum of five hundred thousand
dollars, every January, April, July, and October ; and a report of
such examination, signed by a majority of the trustees, be re-
turned to the bank commissioners for their inspection.
Sect. 2. Proper blanks shall be furnished to the banks by
the commissioners for these examinations.
Sect. 3. The trustees of all the savings banks in the state
shall annually establish the salary of the treasurer and his neces-
sary clerks, which, together with all expenses, shall not exceed
four thousand dollars except when the average amount of de-
posits exceeds the full sum of one million of dollars ; then the
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salary of such treasurer, necessary clerks, and expenses shall
not exceed one-eighth of one per cent upon the excess of one
million dollars, in addition to the sum herein before fixed up to
the sum of one million dollars ; when compensation so estab-
lished shall be in full for all the services of the treasurer and his
clerks and other expenses in all cases.
LAWS OF 1873, CHAPTER XXXV.
Sect, i. That the duties required to be performed by the
trustees of savings banks, under section one, chapter fifteen of
the laws of 1872, may be performed by a committee appointed
from their own board by the trustees for that purpose ; and such
committee and any other committee so appointed, together
with such clerks as they may find it necessary to employ, shall
be entitled to receive proper compensation for services actually
performed by them.
Sect. 2. That any loan to a trustee made agreeably to sec-
tion one, chapter fifteen of the laws of 1870, shall not be held to
render such trustee ineligible to a re-election as trustee.
Sect. 3. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act
are hereby repealed.
LAWS OF 1874, CHAPTER LXXL
An Act for the better Protection of Savings Banks and Savings-
bank Depositors.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court convened :—
Sect, i. The trustees of the savings banks in the state
shall make a thorough examination of the affairs of their re-
spective banks once in every six months ; and banks having an
average deposit exceeding the full sum of five hundred thou-
sand dollars, every January, April, July, and October ; and a
report of such examination, signed by a committee of the trust-
ees, be returned to the bank commissioners ; and a copy of said
report shall be published by the bank in a newspaper in the
place where such bank is established or, if there be no news-
paper at such place, then in a newspaper published at the near-
est place thereto.
Sect. 2. Where a savings bank is operated and kept in the
same office with a national bank, the treasurer of said savings
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bank shall procure, upon the semi-annnal or quarterly report, a
certificate, made under oath by a committee of the directors of
the national bank, that they, upon the same day and at the
same time of the examination of the savings bank required by
the preceding section, did make an examination of the affairs
and securities of the national bank and found them to be
correct.
Sect. 3. In case the treasurer of any savings bank shall
neglect, for the space of thirty days, to furnish the certificate
required by the preceding section, it shall be the duty of the
bank commissioners, by a notice in writing duly served, to re-
quire such treasurer to appear before them, at a time and place
to be specified in said notice, and show cause why such neglect
has happened. If no sufficient cause be shown or if, such cause
being shown, such treasurer shall fail to furnish such certificate
within a time to be fixed by the commissioners, it shall be their
duty to proceed immediately and remove the savings bank from
the office of the national bank, and, if such treasurer is also
cashier of such national bank, to remove him from his office as
treasurer ; all which said commissioners are hereby fully author-
ized and empowered to do.
Sect. 4. Any officer of any savings bank in this state who
shall embezzle, abstract, or willfully misapply any of the moneys,
funds, or credits of the bank, or shall make any false entry in
any book, report, or statement of the bank, with intent in either
case to injure or defraud the bank, or any company, body poli-
tic or corporate, or any individual person, or to deceive any
officer of the bank, or any committee or examiner appointed to
examine the affairs of any such bank, shall be deemed guilty of
a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished
by fine not exceeding twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) or by
imprisonment not exceeding ten years.
Sect. 5. Every savings bank shall annually pass to the credit
of a guaranty fund a sum equal to ten per cent of its net earn-
ings for the year, until such guaranty fund shall amount to a
sum equal to five per cent of its actual deposits.
Sect. 6. Savings banks shall not pay their depositors inter-
est at a greater rate than five (5) per cent annually, but may
divide any unimpaired surplus that may have accrued every two
(2) years, and shall do so every five (5) years ; and, whenever
any savings bank shall have an unimpaired guaranty fund, as
required in section five, it may divide its net gains annually.
Sect. 7. Savings banks in this state may deposit funds in
national banks in good credit and unimpaired capital, the same
as any depositor ; but all coin, bills, notes, bonds, securities,
and evidences of debt, comprising the assets of said savings
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bank, shall be kept separate and apart from the assets or prop-
erty of any other bank, banker, corporation, partnership, indi-
vidual, or firm ; and bank officers failing to comply with the
provisions of this section shall be liable to be removed by the
bank commissioners, as provided in section three.
Sect. 8. All stock subject to taxation in this state, stand-
ing in the name of any savings bank, but held as collateral se-
curity, shall be reported with its owner's name by the treasurer,
under oath, to the assessors of the town where its owner resides,
if within this state, otherwise to the town where the corporation
is located.
Sect. 9. No savings bank shall hereafter invest any part of
its deposits in the stock of any railway or manufacturing corpo-
ration.
Sect. 10. Whenever the assets of any savings bank shall be
reduced in value below the total amount of deposits, any judge
of the supreme or superior court, in connection with the bank
commissioners, shall, on the written petition of a majority of
the trustees or directors, reduce the deposit account of each
depositor, so as to divide such loss equitably amongst the de-
positors
;
provided, however, if the bank shall afterwards realize
from the assets a greater amount than that fixed upon by the
judge and bank commissioners, the amount so realized shall be
equitably divided and credited to the accounts of the depositors
which had been thus reduced, but to the extent only of such
reduction.
Sect. ii. Whenever it appears to the bank commissioners
that the assets of any savings bank are reduced below ninety
per cent of the deposits, it shall be the duty of said commission-
ers, in connection with a judge of the supreme or superior court,
of their own motion, to proceed as provided in section ten.
Sect. 12. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this
act are hereby repealed.
Sect. 13. This act shall take effect from its passage.
Approved July 8, 1874.
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HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR,
JUNE SESSION, 1878.
MANCHESTER:




To His Excellency the Governor :—
I have the honor herewith to present my ninth annual report
exhibiting the financial condition of the fire, fire-marine, and
life and accident insurance companies transacting business in
this state, as shown by annual statements made up to the close
of the year 1877. This report also comprises abstracts of the
business transactions of that year of the several companies in-
suring in this state. Sixteen town mutuals, five state mutuals,
and one stock fire company, all organized under the laws of this
state, and sixty-five fire and fire-marine and twenty-two life and
life and accident companies of other states and foreign countries
have filed annual reports in this office.
TOWN MUTUAL FIRE COMPANIES.
This class of companies have at risk about $3,300,000 and
sustained losses during the year amounting to $5,316.59. Add
to this running expenses occurring, $720.57, making the sum of
$6,037.16, and the insurance appears to have cost a little over
twenty-six cents per one hundred dollars, or more than the charge
of first-class stock companies.
The following statistics exhibit the operations of these com-
panies in the aggregate for eight years :—
Date. Amount at risk.
hand-wash-the-other business is always unsafe without a guaranty
to 'supplement it.
When these companies began to take cash premiums, they be-
gan to incur cash liabilities to their policy-holders. If a com-
pany takes a cash premium of $25, to insure a house for five
years, at the end of one year it owes the insured ^20 ; at the end
of two years, $15 ; at the end of three years, $10; at the end of
four years, $5 ; at the end of five years its obligation is discharged,
and not till then. These companies have been paying out cash
as fast as received, and faster too, for they both have had to
borrow, regardless of the liability constantly accumulating
against them, until they are now deeply in debt. At the date of
the statements rendered, the Ashuelot had collected cash on the
policies then in force, $12,796.10, and the Cheshire-County had
collected, on its policies in force, $44,912.38. It is fair to
assume that the time these policies were to run was, on an aver-
age, half expired ; consequently, half the cash received was
earned, while the other half is an actual liability, for which the
companies have nothing to show. Taking it for granted that
the management of these companies has been strictly honest
and economical, which I do not doubt, their present situation
only goes to show that they have been selling goods below cost
to the extent, at least, of their present indebtedness. People,
not comprehending the situation, have as a matter of course
been eager to buy. The companies owed nothing at the outset
;
if they did, they had no right to appropriate a dollar of these
cash premiums to liquidate old indebtedness. I could not de-
clare these companies insolvent while holding a large amount of
premium notes, as they claim, liable to assessment ; but still I
have felt no small degree of apprehension in regard to this sub-
ject. An assessment, to be collectible, must be equitable. Now,
in view of the fact that the present exigency is the outgrowth of
a course of business dating back far beyond the date of the
present policies in force, and the further fact that a class of
policies have been issued without taking any premium note, all
payable from a common treasury, it will, in my judgment, re-
quire great skill and acumen to make an equitable assessment.
I think the companies should demonstrate their ability to make
6
and collect assessments instead of borrowing money, and, hav-
ing done this, hereafter decline to sell insurance for less than ex-
perience has shown to be its cost.
THE NEW HAMPSHIRE FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY.
While a large share of the stock companies, the country over,
show a falling off, not only in their business but in their materi-
al strength, it is gratifying to note that this company has in-
creased its business and assets with a corresponding increase of
net surplus above all liabilities. It has already learned that it
is no easy pastime to combat the fire-king ; but successive years
of experience, if the lessons are duly heeded in the future as in
the past, cannot fail to make this company a general favorite.
FIRE COMPANIES OF OTHER STATES.
Only one additional company has been admitted during the
year ; namely, the Newark Fire Insurance Company, of Newark,
N. J. The Atlas, of Hartford, the Globe, of Boston, and
the Guaranty, of New York, ceased doing business nearly a
year since ; while the Traders', of Chicago, voluntarily with-
drew from the state at the close of the year. These companies
propose to protect their few remaining risks to their termination.
The following exhibits the aggregate business of the year
1877 of the companies of other states and countries, licensed
under the laws of this state ; also, of the year 1876 :—
Total risks written in 1877 $35,776,890.00
Rislts in force Dec. 31, 1877 48,459,027.00
Gross premiums taken in 1877 403,808.28
Amount of losses paid in 1877 207,595.23
Total risks written in 1876 $39,149,711.00
Risks in force Dec. 31, 1870 50,398,542.00
Gross premiums taken in 1876 544,548.70
Amount of losses paid in 1870 390,011.80
It will be noticed that the amount of risks written during 1877
and in force at the end of that year and, also, the amount of premi-
ums received and losses paid fall below the transactions of the
preceding year. The percentage of losses paid to premiums re-
ceived, on the business reported to this office, is ffty-seven and a
fraction.
As usual, a large amount of insurance has been effected at
home offices and city agencies of other states, of which no ac-
count reaches this office. This course of procedure not only
deprives our local agencies of commissions properly belonging
to them, but also deprives the state of the tax that would accrue
to it on the business thus diverted from the state. This fact de-
serves the attention of tax-payers who may desire to place insur-
ance. It should also be borne in mind that claims for insur-
ance effected in companies not licensed to do business in this
state cannot be enforced in our courts. The companies insur-
ing, therefore, in such cases, will always have the insured at a
great disadvantage.
It gives me great pleasure to be able to say again, that all the
fire companies licensed in this state have been able to meet their
contracts. Only six writs have been served to recover insurance,
while the individual claims for losses have reached nearly one
thousand. These were, probably, cases where the circumstances
rendered the claims questionable. It is also worthy of note
that only forty-one trustee-writs were served during the year.
Rates charged for insurance have continued to decline under
the sharp competition prevailing. Many companies are contin-
uing business at an actual loss, and must, of course, draw on
their capital stock or former accumulations. The result of such
procedure, if persisted in, must force the weaker companies to
succumb and cannot fail to diminish the indemnity afforded by
the stronger. Everything is serene now, but the business pub-
lic cannot afford to invite weak or unstable insurance for the
trifling, temporary advantage of low rates. Cheap insurance
always means precarious insurance, in the long run.
Abstracts of the financial statements up to the close of 1877
and the entire business of the companies licensed during that
year and, also, of the business done in this state during the same
year may be found in Tables II., III., and IV., in this report.
LIFE INSURANCE.
Below may be found the aggregate transactions of the life-
insurance companies licensed and doing business in this state
•during the year 1877 ; ^^so, of the preceding year, to facilitate
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comparisons. The Homeopathic Mutual Life, of New York,
voluntarily withdrew at the close of the year.
Number of policies issued in this state in 1877 842
Amount insured by same $1,311,825.00^
Kiunber of policies in force Dec. 31, 1877 6,668
Amount insured by same 10,508,055.00
Gross premiums received in 1877 312,823.87
Losses by death and other claims paid in 1877 209,938.9$
Number of policies issued in 1876 1,053
Amount insured by same 1,892,135.00-
Number of policies in force Dec. 31, 1876 8,523
Amount insured by same 12,639,989.00'
Gross premiums received in 1876 435,339.75
Death-losses and other claims paid in 1876 177,093.87
A variety of causes have operated to diminish the business
transactions, as shown above. Among these may be named the
abatement of confidence resulting from the failures of the pre-
ceding year ; also the long-continued business depression, which
has nearly or quite paralyzed so many business enterprises.
Many policy-holders, short of ready means, and others, influ-
enced by shaken confidence, have either taken what cash the
companies were willing to give for a surrender of their policies
or taken paid-up policies as provided in their contracts, while
others, through neglect, have allowed their policies to lapse and
become worthless. The same causes have, as a matter of course^
operated against procuring the usual amount of new business.
Notwithstanding the fact that a few failures have occurred in
life insurance, it must be confessed that no other class of finan-
cial institutions or business enterprises have withstood the long-
continued depression equal to the older class of life-insurance
companies. They have continued to pour out their millions
every year among widows and orphans and other claimants,
relieving want and embarrassment through all this time of great-
est need. The life-insurance companies in this country paid
back or returned to their policy-holders during 1877, for death-
losses, endowments, annuities, dividends, and surrender-values,
between sixty and seventy millions of dollars, and they now hold
over $400,000,000 of assets, with a surplus above computed
liabilities of over $350,000,000. The failures that have occurred
have been shown to have occurred through incompetent manage-
ment or criminal villainy in every instance, and cannot, there-
fore, be urged as arguments against the importance, feasibility,
or usefulness of the institution itself. It is fair, therefore, to
presume that life-insurance companies will be first to profit from
a general revival of business, and that, having survived the long
strain, they will enjoy the confidence and appreciation of the
intelligent public to a degree unknown before.
I had hoped to be able to speak somewhat definitely of the
failed companies that have done business in this state ; viz.,
the North-America, Security, Continental, and American-
Popular, all of New York, and regret that I cannot do so.
These companies have been playing "hide and seek," a year or
more, among the lawyers, courts, and receiverships of that
state, and I conclude, from the tenacity with which these doc-
tors stick to them, that there is something left of them yet.
Whether or not any dividend will ever reach the plundered
policy-holders, " no feller can find out." The courts have dis-
played a pitiful travesty of justice, the lawyers have exhibited
enormous greed, and the receivers have waited upon both,
doubtless, with the keenest solicitude as to their imperiled
chances. Policy-holders whose interests have been consigned
to the maelstrom of a New-York receivership, amid such sur-
roundings, should moderate their hopes and possess their souls
in patience. They were shamefully defrauded and of course
sorely disappointed through the villainy of those in whom they
trusted ; but the greed and dallying of those settling the bank-
rupt estates is, if possible, still more provoking.
There are indications that the receiver of the North-Amer-
ica contemplates making a dividend sometime, and the expec-
tation is, that the registered policy-holders, at least, will receive
a considerable share of their claims.
THE CHARTER OAK,
The legislature of Connecticut has recently amended the
charter of this unfortunate company, providing for its re-organi-
zation on a mutual basis, at the option of the policy-holders.
The policy-holders have been notified of this fact and invited to
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meet in convention, at Hartford, April i8, either in person or
by proxy, to take the matter into consideration, and, if thought
advisable, to re-organize on the new basis. This is, doubtless,
the wisest course that can be adopted, and, if entered upon in
good faith and managed by honest and sagacious men, will save
what there is left of that once noble institution to the policy-
holders.
The scaling-down proposition has hardly met the anticipa-
tions of its projectors, although a large majority assented to that
expedient. Scaling-down in some form must of course result.
The policy-holders can only have what there is left of the com-
pany.
Although, in my judgment, it will require a great effort to re-
instate the company in the public confidence, still there is so
much of value left of it, that I regard the new project as worthy
of a fair trial, and deem it advisable for policy-holders to co-
operate and thus keep their policies in force.
Abstracts of the annual statements, Dec. 31, 1877, showing
the assets and liabilities of that date and the entire receipts and
expenditures of the companies licensed and, also, of the business
transactions in this state during that year will be found in
Tables V., VI., VII., and VIIL, in this report. The policy
valuations are given on a four-per-cent basis, with the excep-
tion of the National, of Chicago, which is on a six-per-cent
basis. Items not admitted as assets consist mainly of " bills
receivable," " agents' balances," "commuted commissions,"
"loans on personal security," "furniture and fixtures," and
" general supplies."
TAXATION.
My views have already been frequently expressed upon this
subject, but, since it is likely to come before the legislature,
through recommendation of the tax commission created at its
last session, a few considerations presented here may not be
regarded as inappropriate. I am not informed what the recom-
mendation of this commission will be, but, since it was created
with the view of increasing the revenues of the state, the pre-
sumption is, that they will propose an increase of taxation on the
business of insurance, if thev deem it advisable.
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My theory has been that insurance companies of other states
should pay, in fees and taxes, for the privilege of doing business
in this state and for the protection afforded by our laws, an
•amount commensurate with the value of the privilege and cost
of such protection ; also, that whatever tax is laid should be
assessed on net results, instead of the gross premiums. By net
results, I mean what is left of the premiums after paying fire-
losses and expenses. This theory does not contemplate taxa-
tion for raising revenue. While it may be impossible to deter-
mine the exact amount, to meet my theory above, I regard the
present rates as ample compensation. Fire insurance has come
to be of universal necessity, not only to protect the shelter of
the family but to cover all the vicissitudes and perils of busi-
ness enterprises ; and, as a matter of political economy, it should
not only be fostered and encouraged, but should be relieved of
-every burden and hindrance, that it may be within the reach of
all as cheaply as possible.
It is a powerful stimulus to thrift and industr}'^, guaranteeing,
as it does, that the fruits of labor shall not be swept away by un-
foreseen calamity without remedy. It is a source of perpetual
relief from embarrassing apprehensions, always attendant upon
business enterprises, and encourages and builds up important and
profitable business enterprises that would be too hazardous for
individual risk or undertaking. Is it wise, therefore, to enhance
the cost of an article of such prime necessity, interwoven, as it
is, into the entire fabric of civilized society, by loading it with
taxation for purposes of public revenue ? The insured do all
the paying, and whatever taxes may be levied must be added to
the rates we pay, or the cost of insurance. It is, then, simply
taking from one pocket to deposit in the other. It is by no
means taxing profits, which is, perhaps, sometimes justifiable. A
full and fair equivalent is rendered for the premium when it is
paid by the delivery of the policy ; and there is no more propriety
in pursuing it beyond the limits of the state for taxes than there
would be in another state's pursuing into this state money that
her citizens may have paid our citizens for any article of useful
merchandise.
Returns in this office show that the fire-insurance companies
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of other states, doing business in this state from 1870 to 1876 in-
clusive, paid back to our citizens for fire-losses, on an average^
sixty-nine dollars of every one hundred dollars received in pre-
miums. Add to this thirty dollars per hundred for expenses^
which the experience of all stock companies, with every incen-
tive to economical management for the last eighteen years, has
proved to be necessary for doing an agency business ; and what
is there left for profits or income on the capital invested ? It is
manifest, therefore, that all the benefits during this period ac-
crued to the state and not to the insurance companies which
afforded the protection. It is true that the business of 1877
was more favorable to the companies, but the results of a single
year afiford a very narrow basis for any change that may be con-
templated.
It is generally understood that even stronger reasons exist
against the taxation of life than of fire insurance, although the
subject may not be so readily comprehended. Life-insurance
contracts usually run for a long course of years and depend
largely upon the power of compound-interest accumulation for
their fulfillment. Fire-insurance contracts usually run from one
to five years. The fire rates are, therefore, flexible and may be
adjusted to circumstances. Only a small fraction of fire-policy
contracts ever become claims, and, since the premium is all paid
at once, it must be taxed as it passes or it is gone. Life-policy
contracts usually require uniform, annual premium payments
and the policies all become claims sooner or later. Mutual life
companies then return all the premium ever paid, except what is
required for expenses, with compound-interest accumulations
added, back to the state, when it becomes subject to taxation.
A fire policy costing $100 and running five years now only pays
one dollar tax, while a life policy costing an annual payment of
$100 pays five dollars tax in the same time. Both may pledge
the same amount of insurance. Thus, we tax a person (policy-
holders doing all the paying) five times as much for insuring his
life as for his property, while his life may be worth infinitely
more to his family than the property. Having his hands, he
may restore his property, but death terminates his efforts. The
effect of a tax on the ability of the two classes of companies to
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meet their contracts is very material. If we pay $ioo premium
on a fire policy and one dollar of that premium is taken for tax,
it only weakens the company that extent, since the premium is
all paid at once. If we pay an annual premium of ^loo for a
life policy, the effect of taking one dollar on each premium for
tax would be to lessen the ability of the company to meet its
contract in twenty years, $38.99 ; and in thirty years, $83.77 ; ^^^
in forty years, $162.40 ; or, on a thousand such policies, $162,400,
computing at six per cent. This shows the great effect of
taking a little for tax on a long contract.
The computations based on statistics of mortality and an
assumed 'rate of interest, to render the plan of life insurance se-
cure and permanent, were made without reference to any future
taxation. This is an after-invention. Whatever there is de-
ducted by taxation from the premium paid must weaken the se-
curity contemplated in proportion to the amount taken. Com-
panies must, therefore, to maintain solvency, charge this tax either
directly or indirectly to their policy-holders. If the state, then,
assesses a tax of five or ten thousand dollars on life-insurance
premiums, the insured actually pay it. It is raising revenue
from those who may be impelled by affection and a prudent fore-
cast to invest in life insurance to prevent their families from be-
coming a burden to the state and to rear and educate them to
occupy useful and respectable positions in society. Consider for
a moment the propriety of singling out such persons to abstract
revenue from for the state, persons who voluntarily tax themselves
to save their families and the state from the effect of a contin-
gency liable every day to occur. In a life-insurance company,
when the first premium is paid the full indemnity pledged in the
policy is secured. Savings banks do not meet this case. The
deposits are necessarily too slow and limited. Nor is there any
method known in business whereby the annual appropriation
of a small sum will so amply secure these blessings to families
and the state in case of the death of the natural protector and
supporter as that afforded by a well-established and honorably
conducted life-insurance company.
Influenced by a wise political economy and enlightened pub-
lic policy, the states of Massachusetts and New York, where
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life insurance has much its strongest hold in this country, do
not assess any tax at all on life-insurance premiums. In En-
gland, too, where life insurance dates a long way farther back
than in this country and where every means of raising revenue
has long been brought into requisition, from motives of public
policy all forms of taxation of life insurance were long since
abolished, and every possible facility to induce the middling and
poorer classes to purchase insurance, even in small amounts^
that the means of decent burial may be at hand, is afforded.
The capitalists of this state have chosen various enterprises
and investments for employing their wealth other than the
business of insurance. The consequence is, that our citizens
are almost wholly dependent upon the capital of other states to
protect their property and business enterprises and afford
methods of providing for families liable to be left in embarrass-
ment and destitution, to become immediate burdens to the
state, with greatly increased chances of sinking into the menial
and criminal classes. of society.
Is it wise, therefore, for the state to throw up a breastwork of
taxation beyond that indicated as my theory at the outset, to
deter the capital of other states from coming among us to do
what our own capitalists regard as too hazardous for their un-
dertaking ? I think not. These are my views, based upon much
reflection and uninfluenced by any motives or considerations
other than the welfare of our own state.
Since the enactment of the present state law, the insurance
companies of other states, licensed in this state, have paid into
the state's treasury, as tax, $75,504.02, or an annual average of
$10,786.28. In addition to this, they are required to pay for
filing an annual statement five dollars and for an annual license
five dollars. These fees, with one dollar each for agents' licenses
issued, constitute the compensation of the insurance commis-









Showing their Condition December 31, 1877.

FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY.
NEW HAMPSHIRE FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY—MANCHESTER.
Organized and incorporated 18G9. Commenced business April, 1870.
E. A. Straw, President. James A. Weston, Vice-President. John C. French, Secretaiy.
Principal office, Manchester, N. H.
Capital.
Whole amount of capital actually paid up in cash $250,000.00
Assets.
Account of stocks and bonds owned absolutely by the company :—
Total Total
Par Value. Market Value.
United States government bonds §100,000.00 $105,475.00
New Hampshire state bonds, Gs 1'4,000.00 15,820.00
Hillsborough county, New Hampshire, bonds, 6s 5,000.00 5,100.00
Marion county, Indiana, court-house bonds, 8s 25,000.00 26,500.00
Manchester, New Hampshire, city bonds, Os 44,500.00 47,170.00
St. Louis, RUssouri, city bonds, Os 17,000.00 17,510.00
Chicago city bonds, 7s 10,000.00 10,700.00
Cleveland, Ohio, city bonds, 7s 20,000.00 20,500.00
Zanesville, Ohio, city bonds, 8s 10,000.00 10,500.00
Toledo, Ohio, city bonds, 7s 7,000.00 7,000.00
Concord, New Hampshire, city bonds, 6s 2,000.00 2,100.00
Marietta, Ohio, city bonds, 8s 10,000.00 10,500.00
Michigan Air Line Railro.ad bonds, Ss 10,000.00 6,000.00
Maine Central Railroad bonds, 6s 10,000.00 9,000.00
Cheshire Railroad bonds, 6s 13,000.00 12,870.00
Chicago, Burlington, & Quincy Railro.id bonds, 7s ...
.
14,000.00 15,330.00
Burlington & Mo. River Railroarl bonds, 7s 10,000.00 10,9.50.00
Jackson, Lansing, & Saginaw Railroad bonds, Ss 10,000.00 6,.500.00
Burlington & Mo. River Railroad bonds. Neb., 8s 15,000.00 16,500.00
Suncook Valley Railroad, N. H., stock 4,000.00 4,000.00
City National Bank, Manchester, stock 5,000.00 5,000.00
Total par and market value carried out at marJcet
value $355,500.00 $305,025.00 §305,025.00
2
18
Account of collateral loans :—
Total Total Amount
Par Value. Market Value, loaned thereon.
50 shares Manchester & Lawrence Rail-
road $5,000.00 $0,250.00 $5,000.00
10 shares Amoskeag National Bank
stock, Manchester 1,000.00 1,250.00 1,000.00
9 shares City National Bank stock,
Manchester 900.00 900.00 800.00
500 United States government bonds,
Gs 500.00
1,000 city of Cambridge bonds 1,000.00
5,000 N. E. Loan Company bonds, 7s 5,000.00
T. P. Pierce, note secured
500.00
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ExPEXDirrREs during the Tear.
Amount paid for losses (including $14,747.99, losses occurring previous years).. $95,030.18
Ca.sh dividends paid to stockholders 20,000.00
Paid or allowed for commission or brokerage 27,570.64
Paid for salaries of officers, clerks, agents, and other employees 7,333.46
Paid for state and local taxes, and license fees in this and other states 4,697.16
All other expenditiu-es, including printing, advertising, and supplies 10,019.41
Amount of expenditures during the year, in cash S1G5,250.85
Miscellaneous.
Bisks in force on the 31st of December of the preceding year $17,642,944.00
Risks wi-itten or renewed during the year 10,889,647.00
Total $34,.532,.591.00
Deduct those expired and marked off as terminated 16,294,833.00
In force at the end of the yeai- 1877 $18,237,758.00
Risks in force having not more than one year to run 14,136,005.00
Risks having more than one and not more than three years to run 2,228,331.00
Risks having more than three years to run 1,873,422.00
Net amount in force Dec. 31, 1877 $18,237,758.00
General Interrogatories.
Total amount of premiums received, from the organization of the company... $910,663.17
Total amount of cash dividends declared 104,000.00
Total amount of the company's stock owned by the directors, at par value. .
.
83,000.00
Total amount loaned to officers and directors 21,000.00
Total amount of losses paid from organization to date 414,221.52
Total amount of losses incurred during the year 101,509.19
Business in New H.vmpshire.
Whole amount of risks taken in this state during the year $2,500,000.00
Whole amount of risks outstanding in this state (estimated) 900,000.00
Whole amount of loss paid in this state during the year 26,832.26
Gross amount of cash premiums received in this state during the year 45,661.59
MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES,
ASHUELOT MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COjVIPANT,—KEENE, N. H.
Amount of premium notes held on policies in force $25,778.68
Amount of property at risk December 31, 1877 1,355,846.20
Amount of losses reported during the year 1877 4,035.00
Amount of losses reported preceding year 2,954.50
Salary of the secretary of the company 250.00
Last assessment made January 23, 1866 9,000.00
Amount collected on last assessment made 7,883.72
Number of policies issued diu-ing past year 210
Amount of cash premiums received on the same 2,210.25
Niunber of policies expired past year 202
Wliole number of policies in force December 31, 1877 1,157
Largest sum insured in a single risk 3,000.00
Bates charged for insurance, half of 1 per cent per annum for best, higher ac-
cording to risk.
Business of the Yeae.—Receipts.
Amount of assets on hand December 31, 1876 $3,101.47
Amount of cash premiums received dming the year 2,210.25
Interest received on securities 81.20
Amount $5,392.92
Disbursements.
Amount paid for losses during the year $3,134.50
Amount paid for adjusting losses, and expenses 64.65
Amount paid agents for collecting cash premiums 220.97
Amount paid for return premiums 9.00
Amount paid for officers' salaries, fees, and expenses 250.00
Amount paid commissioner, auditors, and attorneys' fees 41.00
Amount paid for printing, stationery, postage, and express 65.68
Amount paid for borrowed money and interest 311.74




Cash on hand and on deposit $651.78
Cash value of notes and securities 100.00
Amount due on assessments 10.00
Amount in hands of agents, reported 643.60
Cash value of all other assets 50.00
Amount $1,455.38
LlABILmES.
Due on losses reported $10.00
Due for borrowed money and interest 4,935.00
Due officers for services and expenses 269.22
Due policy-holders for unearned premiums received, being 50 per cent of same
received on policies on force 6,398.05
Due for all other claims 83.66
Amount $11,695.93
Balance against the company $10,240.55
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CHESHIRE COUNTY IIUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY,—KEENE.
Amount of premium notes held on policies in force $93,876.44
Amount of property at risk December 31, 1877 5,130,750.00
Amount of losses reported during the year 14,134.61
Amount of losses reported the preceding year 10.004.66
Salary of the secretary of the company, and rent 300.00
Last assessment, made September, 1867 6,440.00
Amount collected on last assessment 5,809.21
Number of policies issued during past year 743
Amount of cash premiums received on the same 9,112.95
Number of policies expired during past year 772
Whole number of policies in force December 31, 1877 3,752
Largest sum insured in a single risk 5,000.00'
Rates charged for insurance, from 14 of 1 to 5 per cent
Business of the Year.—Receipts.
Amount of assets on hand December 31, 1876 $114.08
Amount of cash premiums received during the year 9,112.95
Amount received from company securities 5,600.00
Interest received on securities 239.44
Amount of borrowed money received 774.00
Amount $15,840.47
DiBBUBSEMENTS.
Amount paid for losses during the year $14,134.61
Amount paid agents for commissions 911.29
Amount paid for return premiums 89.4G
Amount paid for officers' salaries, fees, and expenses 440.20
Amount paid for printing, stationery, and postage 9.00
Amount paid for interest on overdrafts 25.74
Amount paid for all other expenses of company 230.17
Amount $15,840.47
SuMJiARY OF Assets.
Cash value of securities owned by company $128.93
Amount in hands of agents 3,665.26
Cash value of all other assets 200.00
Amount $3,994.19
LiABiLrnEg.
Due on losses reported $2,811.00
Due for borrowed money and interest 774.00
Due policy-holders for unearned cash premiums received, being 50 per cent of
same received on policies now in force 22,456.19
Due for all other claims (estimated) 900.00
Amount $26,941.19
Balance against the company 22,947.00-
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FARMINGTON MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY,—FARMINGTON.
Amount of premium notes held on policies in force $13,216.00
Amount of property at risk December 31, 1877 205,069.00
Amount of losses reported during the year 800.00
Amount of losses reported preceding year 635.00
Last assessment made, 1877 3,500.00
Last preceding assessment made, 1874 1,450.00
Amount collected on last assessment (bills l^ven out since January)
Amount collected on la.st preceding assessment 1,088.41
Number of policies issued during past year 25
Amount of cash premiums received on the same 42.69
Number of policies expired during past year 27
Whole number of policies in force December 31, 1877 206
Largest sum insured in a single risk 2,000.00
Business op the Teak.—Receipts.
Amount of cash premiums received during the year $42.69
Amount of cash received on assessments 44.21
Amount $86.90
Disbursements.
Amount paid agents for taking applications $25.00
Amount paid for officers' salai'ies, fees, and expenses 41.90
Amount paid commissioner 5.00
Amount paid for printing, stationery, and postage 15.00
Amount $86.90
Summary op Assets.
Amount due on assessments believed to be collectible $3,489.75
Amount in hands of agents, reported 115.02
Amount $3,604.77
Liabilities,
Due on losses adjusted but not paid $1,387.83
Due for borrowed money and interest 2,216.94
Amount $3,604.77
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MERRIMACK COUNTY MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY,—WEBSTER.
Company commenced business March 31, 1877.
Amount of premium notes held on policies in force $5,252.15
Amount of property at risk December 31, 1877 100,900.00
Number of policies issued the past year 93
Amount of cash premiums received on the same 262.75
Largest sum insured in a single risk 2,000.00
Rates charged for insurance premium notes from 5 to 6l^ per cent.
Business op the Year.—Receipts.
Amount of cash premiums received during the year $262.75
DlSBtTRSEMENTS.
Amount paid agents for taking applications $45.75
Amount paid for officers' salaries, fees, and expenses 69.41
Amount paid commissioner, auditors, and attorneys' fees 15.00
Amount paid for printing, stationery, and postage 66.42
Amount paid for office rent, fuel, and express bills 3.65
Add cash on hand at the end of the year 62.52
Amount $262.75
Summary of Assets.
Cash on hand $62.52
LiABiLrnES.
Due officers for services and expenses 12.75
Balance for the company $49.77
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ROCiaNGHAM FARMERS' MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY—EXETER.
Amount of premium notes held on policies in force $195,414.87
Amount of property at risk December 31, 1877 3,478,505.00
Amount of losses reported during the year 8,781.90
Amount of losses reported the preceding year 6,048.63
Salary of president 5.00
Salary of secretary 500.00
Last assessment, made October, 1877 17,192.89
Last preceding assessment, October, 1875 18,000.00
Amount collected on last assessment 10,201.53
Amount collected on preceding assessment 17,585.93
Number of policies issued during past year 482
Amount of cash premiums received on the same 750.74
Number of policies expired during past year 352
Whole number of policies in force December 31, 1877 3,767
Largest sum insured in a single risk 2,500.00
Rates charged for insurance 5, 5^4, and 6 per cent
BusnTESS OP THE YEAR.—RECEIPTS.
Amount of cash on hand December 31, 1877 $74.15
Amount of cash premiums received during the year 750.74
Amount of cash received on assessments 10,599.13
Amount of borrowed money received 5,125.00
Amount $16,549.02
Disbursements.
Amount paid for losses during the year $7,265.77
Amount paid for adjusting losses 62.50
Amount paid for collecting assessments 232.04
Amount paid agents for collecting cash premiums 188.00
Amount paid for return premiums 1.53
Amount paid for officers' salaries, fees, and expenses 637.60
Amount paid for making assessments 75.00
Amount paid commissioner, auditors, and attorneys' fees 9.80
Amount paid for printing, stationery, and postage 68.55
Amount paid for borrowed money and interest 7,910.85
Amount paid for office rent, fuel, and express bills 69.36
Add cash on hand at the end of the current year 27.97
Amount $16,549.02
Summary of Assets.
Cash on hand , $27.97
Amount due on assessments believed to be collectible 6,821.27
Amount in hands of agents, reported 109.37
Cash value of all other assets 29.66
Amount $6,988.27
Liabilities.
Due on losses adjusted but not paid $1,950.00
Due for borrowed money and intere.st 5,520.32
Amount $7,470.32
Balance against the company 482.50

FIRE INSURANCE.
The following tables have been compiled from annual state-
ments of fire-insurance companies, made up to December 31,
1877, and filed with the insurance commissioner :—
TABLE I.
Shows the transactions of the town mutual fire-insurance com-
panies of this state in the year 1877, with their financial stand-
ing at the end of that year.
TABLE IL
Includes the fire and fire-marine insurance companies of other
states and countries, licensed in this state, and gives their paid-
up capital, total assets, liabilities, surplus, income, expenditures^
and total amount at risk.
TABLE in.
Exhibits the assets of the fire and fire-marine companies of
other states, licensed to do business in this state, itemized as
follows : Value of real estate ; mortgages ; United-States bonds ;
state and county bonds and other securities ; collateral loans ;
cash in office ; cash deposited in banks ; premiums in course of
collection ; and other miscellaneous assets.
TABLE IV.
Comprises a summaiy of the business transactions of the fire
and fire-marine companies of other states, in the state of New
Hampshire, during the year 1877, showing amount of risks
written, premiums received, losses paid, and total amount at
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TABLE lY.
Showing the Busiyiess of Fire and Fire-Marine Insurance Companies
of other states in the state ofNew Hampshire during the year 1877.















American Central, St. Louis, Mo
Atlantic M. F. & M., Provincet'n, Mass
British American, Toronto, Canada
Commercial Union, London, Eng
Commonwealth, Boston, Mass
Connecticut Fire, Hartford, Conn
Continental, New York City
Dwelling-House, Boston, Mass
Eliot, Boston, Mass
Equitable F. & M., Providence, R. I. .
.
Faneuil Hall, Boston, Mass
Fire Association, Philadelphia, Pa
First National, Worcester, Mass
Fitchburg M., Fitchburg, Mass
Franklin Fire, Philadelphia, Pa
Germania Fire, New York City
German American, New York City.. .
.
Girard F. & M., Philadelphia, Pa
Gloucester Fire, Gloucester, Mass
Hanover Fire, 'New York City
Hartford Fire, Hartford, Conn
Hartford Steam Boiler Inspection,Conn
Holyoke M., Salem, Mass
Home, New York City
Hudson, Jersey City, N. J
Ins. Co. of N. America, Philadelphia, Pa.
Imperial Fire, London, Eng
Lancashire, Manchester, Eng
Liverpool & L. & G., Great Britain
Xondon Assurance Corporation, Eng. .
.



































































































































TABLE I Y. ,— Continued.















Mechanics' Mutual, Boston, Mass
Merchants', Newark, N. J
Merchants', Providence, R. I
Merchants' & F. M., Worcester, Mass.
.
Meriden Fire, Meriden, Conn
Manufacturers' F. & M., Boston, Mass.
Manufacturers', Newark, N. J
National Fire, Hartford, Conn
Niagara Fire, New York City
Newark Fire, Newark, N. J
Northern Assurance, London, Eng
North British& Mercantile, Gt. Britain
Orient, Hartford, Conn
Phoenix, Hartford, Conn
Phenix, Brooklyn, N. Y
Pennsylvania Fire, Philadelphia, Pa
People's, Newark, N. J
Prescott, Boston, Mass
Queen, Liverpool, Eng
Qulncy M., Quincy, Mass
Revere, Boston, Mass
Roger Williams, Providence, R. I
Royal, Liverpool, Eng
Royal Canadian, Montreal, Canada
Scottish Commercial, Glasgow
Shawmut, Boston, Mass
Shoe «fe Leather, Boston, Mass
Springfield F. «& M., Springfield, Mass.
St. Paul F. & M., St. Paul, Minn
Traders & Mechanics', Lowell, Mass
Westchester Fire, New Rochelle, N. Y.
.


































































































































The following tables are compiled from the annual state-
ments, to December 31, 1877, of the several life-insurance
companies transacting business in New Hampshire, and filed
in the office of the insurance commissioner :—
TABLE V.
Shows the capital stock ; total assets claimed ; amount of items
ruled out ; total assets admitted ; reserve, and other liabilities,
excluding capital ; surplus as regards policy-holders ; and total
income and expenditures in the year 1877.
TABLE VL
Shows the itemized assets of the life-insurance companies
doing business in this state in 1877, as made up to^the end of
that year.
TABLE VIL
Shows the itemized disbursements of the life-insurance com-
panies operating in this state in 1877, as reported to the end of
that year.
TABLE VIIL
Relates to the New-Hampshire business of the several life-
insurance companies during the year 1877, showing the num-
ber of policies issued during the year, and the number and
amount of policies in force in the state, also the amount of pre-
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INSUEANCE COMPANIES AND THEIR AGENTS.
The following comprises all the fire and life insurance companies of other states licensed
April 1, 1878, to do business in this state, together with the names of all the agents licensed
to do business for each company.
[" If any person shall solicit or receive any risk or application for insurance, or receive
money or value therefor, for any insurance company or agent, without license from the
commissioner, he shall be punished for each offense by fine not exceeding one hundred dol-
lars, one-half to the use of the prosecutor." See chapter 1, section 4, laws of June session,
1870.]
FIRE-INSURANCE COMPANIES.
^TSA, H-i^RTFORP, CoNN.—R. P. Staniels, Concord ; William Clark, Claremont ; Charles A.
Tufts, Dover ; W. P. Moulton, Exeter ; Charles H. Pitman, Farmington ; Crawford & ToUes,
Great Falls ; J. C. Campbell, Hillsborough Bridge ; George Tilden, Keene ; W. L. Melcher
& Co., Laconia ; Henry O. Kent, Lancaster ; Jesse E. Dewey, Lebanon ; James J. Barrett,
Littleton ; A. A. Woolson, Lisbon ; L. B. Clough, Manchester ; Gilbert Wadleigh, Milford ;
J. G. Kimball, Nashua ; David Murray, Newmarket ; R. C. Osgood, Newport ; L. Pitman,
North Conway ; F. G. Clai'k, Peterborough ; John Sise, Portsmouth ; H. W. Blair, Plymouth ;
A. S. Parshley, Rochester ; R. S. Perkins, Tilton ; Charles F. Parker, Wolfeborough ; Hunt
Brothers, Athol, Mass. ; Stearns & Jones, Bradford, Yt. ; Charles C. Bjmball, Charlestown.
Amehican Central, St. Louis, Mo.—George F. Starkweather, Keene; Morrill & Danforth,
Concord ; Frank Freeman, Dover ; McKean & Andrews, Nashua ; George A. French, Man-
chester ; B. M. Morrill, Claremont.
Atlantic Mutual Fire aijd Marine, Pro\tncetown, Mass.—James P. Bartlett, Ports-
mouth.
British America, Toronto, Canada.—Morrill & Danforth, Concord ; Charles W. Tibbetts,
Farmington ; William G. Everett, Manchester.
Commercial Union, London, England.—Morrill & Danforth, Concord ; G. H. Aldrich &
Son, Keene ; J. P. Dockham & Co., Laconia ; J. B. Pike, Lebanon ; H. O. Kent, Lancaster ;
George A. French, Manchester ; Copp Brothers, Nashua ; F. W. de Rochemont & Son, Ports-
mouth ; A. S. Parshley, Rochester ; J. Fleeman, Wilton ; Mason & Dearborn, Bristol
;
James Bullard, Claremont; Frank Freeman, Dover; N. Butler «& Co., Fisherville ; Frank
H. Daniell, Franklin ; Crawford & Tolles, Great Falls ; George H. Aldrich & Son, Keene.
Commonwealth, Boston, Mass.—Lyman Jackman & Co., Concord; C. D. & E. J. Copp,
Nashua ; B. M. Morrill, Claremont ; Hiram F. Gerrish, Dover ; J. E. Wilson, Manchester ;
A. F. Craig, Portsmouth.
Connecticut Fire, Hartford, Conn.—R. P. Staniels, Concord ; E. A. Crawford, Great Falls ;
M. D. Taylor, Nashua ; W. G. Everett, Manchester ; Charles H. Pitman, Farmington ; G. B.
Prescott, Dover ; B. C. Carter, Wolfeborough ; A. S. Parshley, Rochester ; F. W. de Roche-
mont & Son, Portsmouth ; Mason & Dearborn, Bristol; J. P. Dockham & Co., Laconia; W.
P. Whitcher, Lisbon ; Dexter Chase, Lancaster ; D. M. White, Peterborough.
Continental, New York City.—W. L. Melcher & Co., Laconia; G. F. Starkweather,
Keene ; J. G. Whitcomb, Grafton ; J. B. Pike, Lebanon ; H. H. Holt, Lj-me ; G. A. French,
Manchester ; J. G. Kimball, Nashua ; A. F. Howard, Portsmouth ; D. M. White, Peter-
borough
; C. W. Tibbetts, Farmington ; A. S. Parshlev, Rochester ; Morrill & Danforth,
Concord ; William Clark, Claremont ; John S. Rollins, Plymouth.
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DwEixiNG-HOusE, BOSTON, MASS.—L. Jackman & Co., Concord ; J. E. Wilson, Manchester j
L. E. Clement, Nashua.
Equitable Fikb and Marine, Providence, R. I.—George A. French, Manchester.
Eliot, Boston, Mass.—Henry Y. Hayes, Dover.
Fanueil Hall, Boston, Mass.—Caleb Richardson, Nashua ; 6. W. Nourse, Newport j
Chase & Day, Lancaster ; L. Jackman & Co., Concord; A. S. Parshley, Rochester; W. L.
Melcher & Co., Laconia; E. A. Crawford, Great Falls; A. F. Craig, Portsmouth; G. B.
Prescott, Dover; H. H. Farnsworth, St. Albans, Vt. ; A. Whittemore, jr., Pittsfield ; J. S.
Rollins, Plymouth ; Lund & Holman, Bradford ; L. C. Doolittle, Keene ; John G. Lane,
Manchester.
FiEE Association, Philadelphia, Pa.—F. W. de Rochemont & Son, Portsmouth; L. Jack-
man & Co., Concord ; B.M.Morrill, Claremont ; C. Richardson, Nashua; H. A. Redfield,
Dover ; Henry W. Blair, Plymouth ; Frank G. Clark, Peterborough ; Dexter Chase, Lancas-
ter ; Crawford & Tolles, Great Falls ; J. E. Dewey, Lebanon ; J. P. Dockham & Co., Laconia ;
E. W. Farr, Littleton ; John C. French, Manchester ; McKean & Andrews, Nashua ; Mason
& Dearborn, Bristol ; R. S. Perkins, Tilton ; George F. Starkweather, Keene ; C. W. Tibbetts,
Farmington ; W. P. Whitcher, Lisbon.
FmsT National Fire, Worcester, Mass.—Morrill & Danforth, Concord ; A. F. Howard,
Portsmouth ; Young & Tolles, Great Falls ; E. P. Richardson, Manchester ; H. H. Holt,
Lyme ; O. S. Wright, Lebanon ; J. G. Kimball, Na.shua ; Hunt Brothers, Athol, Mass.
;
Hiram P. Gerrish, Dover.
Fitchburg Mutual Fire, Fitchrurg, Mass.—J. G. Joslin, Keene ; Chailes Richardson,
Amlierst ; T. J. Harris, Claremont ; Kidder & Whitney, Milford ; L. C. Doolittle, Keene ;
E. M. Forbe.s, Winchester; A. G. Hurlburt, Troy; W. L. Melcher & Co., Laconia ; C. H.
Obear, New Ipswich ; C. B. Perry, Fitzwilliam ; F. 6. Clark, Peterborough ; E. J. Durant,
Lebanon ; Levi Stearns, Townsend, Mass ; E. M. Smith, South Acworth.
Franklin Fire, Philadelphia, Pa.—Frank H. Daniell, Franklin ; C. A. Field, Hanover ;
G. A. French, Manchester ; Frank Freeman, Dover ; W. P. Moulton, Exeter ; W. L. Melcher
& Co., Laconia; McKean & Andrews, Nashua; Morrill & Danforth, Concord; John Sise,
Portsmouth ; G. F. Starkweather, Keene ; W. P. Whitcher, Lisbon ; Stearns & Jones, Brad-
ford, Vt. ; F. G. Clark, East Jaffrey ; Crawford & Tolles, Great Falls.
Germania Fire, New York City.—Mason & Dearborn, Bristol ; Morrill & Danforth, Con-
cord ; G. W. Benn, Dover ; J. G. Joslin, Keene ; Chase & Day, Lancaster ; John G. Lane,
Manchester ; C. D. & E. J. Copp, Na.shua ; F. W. de Rochemont & Son, Portsmouth ; A. S.
Parshley, Rochester ; G. H. Aldrich & Son, Keene.
German American, New York City.—John C. French, Manchester ; S. & S. C. Eastman,
Concord ; J. H. Tlmrber, Nashua ; F. W. de Rochemont & Son, Portsmouth ; E. B. Huse,
Enfield ; C. W. Tibbetts, Farmington ; A. S. Parshley, Rochester ; J. J. & G. W. Barrett,
Littleton ; G. B. Prescott, Dover ; G. H. Aldrich & Son, Keene ; Crawford & Tolles, Great
Falls ; F. G. Clark, Peterborough.
GiRARD Fire and Marine, Philadelphia, Pa.—C. M. Edgerly, Manchester.
Gloucester Fire, Gloucester, Mass.—F. G. Clark, Peterborough ; J. E. Wilson, Man-
chester.
Hanover Fire, New York City.—G. H. Aldrich & Son, Keene ; C. A. Haslett, Portsmouth ;
Henry O. Kent, Lancaster; George A. French, Manchester; S. & S. C. Eastman, Concord;
T. J. Harris, Claremont ; J H. Dudley, Colebrook ; S. C. Clark, Lake Village ; Frank Free-
man, Dover ; S. W. Rollins, Meredith Village ; Copp Brothers, Nashua.
Hartford Fire, Hartford, Conn.— S. & S. C. Eastman, Concord ; George A. French, Man-
chester ; J. G. Kimball, Nashua ; John Sise, Portsmouth ; George Tilden, Keene ; C. F.
Parker, Wolfeborough ; W. D. Knapp, Great Falls ; C. A. Field, Hanover ; D. H. Wendell,
Dover ; G. C. Gordon, Salem ; N. M. Swasey, North Haverhill ; David Murray, Newmarket;
E. B. Huse, Enfield ; W. H. Stickney, Epping ; J. C. Campbell, Hillsborough Bridge ; Mason
& Dearborn, Bristol ; S. C. Clark, Lake Village ; Gilbert Wadleigh, Milford ; R. C. Osgood,
Newport ; G. W. Wiggin, Exeter ; R. S. Perkins, Tilton ; Hunt Brothers, Athol, Mass.
;
Moody & Howe, Brattleborougli, Vt.; Walter A. Shaw, St. Johnsbury, Vt. ; B. M. Morrill,
Claremont ; Frank G. Clark, Peterborough ; A. S. Parshley, Rochester ; Samuel H. Legro,
Lancaster.
Hartford Steam Boiler Inspection, Hartford, Conn.—James S. Blenkinsop, 10 Pemberton
square, Boston, Mass.
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HoLYOKE MiTTUAL FiRE, Salem, Mass.—W. G. Everett, Manchester ; T. J. Harris, Clare-
mont ; J. B. Marston, Concord; J. F. Smith, Salem; W. L. Melcher & Co., Laconia; M. D,
Taylor, Nashua.
Home, New York City.—S. & S. C. Eastman, Concord ; A. R. Emerson, Alstead ; Mason
& Dearborn, Bristol ; George Olcott, Charlestown ; J. H. Dudley, Colebrook ; L. H. East-
man, Conway ; D. H. Wendell, Dover ; C. H. Bm-ns, Wilton ; W. P. Moultou, Exeter ; S.
D. Downs, Francestown ; C. A. Field, Hanover ; J. C. Campbell, Hillsborough Bridge ; W.
L. Melcher & Co., Laconia ; H. 0. Kent, Lancaster ; E. J. Durant, Lebanon ; J. J. & G. W.
Barrett, Littleton ; G. A. French, Manchester ; Gilbert Wadleigh, Milford ; J. G. Kimball,
Nashua; David Murray, Newmai'ket ; R. C. Osgood, Newport; H. W. Blair, Plymouth;
John Sise, Portsmouth ; A. S. Parshley, Rochester ; A. P. Davis, W^arner ; B. C. Carte^-,
Wolfeborongh ; B. M. Morrill, Claremont ; Crawford & Tolles, Great Falls ; G. H. Aldrich
& Son, Keene ; A. A. W^oolson, Lisbon ; Frank G. Clark, Peterborough ; Perkins Bros.,
Tilton ; S. H. Legro, Lancaster.
Hudson, Jersey City, N. J.—Charles O. Eastman, Claremont ; S. & S. C. Eastman, Con-
cord ; E. P. Richardson, Manchester.
Insurance Comp.any of North America, Philadelphia, Pa.— J. W. Currier, Alton ; R. P.
Staniels, Concord ; D. H. Wendell, Dover ; C. W. Tibbetts, Farmington ; J. J. & G. W.
Barrett, Littleton ; H. O. Kent, Lancaster ; G. A. French, Manchester ; McKean & Andrews,
Nashua ; Morse & Ilsley, Portsmouth ; Crawford & Tolles, Great Falls ; G. H. Aldrich &
Son, Keene ; F. G. Clark, Peterborough.
Imperial Fire, London, England.—S. & S. C. Eastman, Concord ; Morse & Ilsley, Ports-
mouth ; J. G. Lane, Manchester ; Gilbert Wadleigh, Milford ; J. G. Whitcomb, Grafton ;
Chase & Day, Lancaster ; D. M. White, Peterborough ; G. W. Benn, Dover ; J. G. Kimball,
Nashua ; G. C. Gordon, Salem ; Knapp & Moses, Great Falls ; Frank H. Daniell, Franklin ;
C. A. Field, Hanover.
Lancashire, Manchester, England.—J. H. Thurber, Nashua ; W. G. Everett, Manches-
ter ; Morrill & Danforth, Concord ; A. F. Craig, Portsmouth ; G. B. Prescott, Dover.
LnxRPOOL and London ant) Globe.—S. & S. C. Eastman, Concord ; Frank Freeman,
Dover ; W. P. Moulton, Exeter ; C. W. Tibbetts, Farmington ; George R. Stone, Franklin
Falls; L. C. Doolittle, Keene; W. L. Melcher & Co., Laconia; E. P. Richardson, Manches-
ter ; C. D. & E. J. Copp, Nashua ; R. C. Osgood, Newport ; Morse & Ilsley, Portsmouth ;
G. C. Gordon, Salem ; Crawford & Tolles, Great Falls ; F. G. Clark, Peterborough ; Charles
F. Parker, Wolfeborongh.
London Assurance Corporation.—L. B. Clough, Manchester; McKean & Andrews,
Nashua ; B. M. Morrill, Claremont ; C. A. Haslett, Portsmouth ; Redfield & Buck, Dover.
Manufacturers', Newark, N. J.—Morrill & Danforth, Concord.
MANUFACTirRERs' FiRE AND MARINE, BosTON, ^L\ss.—James B. Shaplcigh, Great Falls
;
Henry Y. Hayes, Dover.
Manhattan Fire, New York City. —Morrill & Danforth, Concord; C. W. Tibbetts,
Farmington ; Winch & Crowley, Nashua.
Merchants', Newark, N. J.—L. Jackman & Co., Concord ; H. A. Redfield, Dover ; Winch
& Crowley, Nashua ; Julius E. Wilson, Manchester.
Merchants' Mutu.al, Boston, Mass.—L. Jackman & Co., Concord ; J. E. Wilson, Man-
chester ; J. G. Kimball, Nashua ; L. C. Doolittle, Keene ; H. A. Redfield, Dover ; J. F.
Smith, Salem.
Merchants', Pro\'u>ence, R. I.—E. P. Richardson, Manchester; G. F. Starkweather,
Keene
; C. A. Tufts, Dover ; Perkins & Ballard, Concord ; C. W. Tibbetts, Farmington.
Merchants akv Farmers' M., Worcester, Mass.—C. A. Field, Hanover; Orren Folsom,
Gilmanton ; T. J. Hairis, Claremont ; H. H. Holt, Lyme ; J. B. Marston, Concord ; W. L.
Melcher & Co., Laconia ; E. P. Richardson, Manchester ; W. P. Whitcher, Lisbon ; McKean
& Andrews, Nashua.
Meriden Fire, Mertoen, Conn.—R. P. Staniels, Concord ; L. B. Clough, Manchester ; J.
G. KimbaU, Nashua.
National Fire, Hartford, Conn.— S. & S. C. Eastman, Concord ; D. H. Wendell, Dover;
L. C. Doolittle, Keene ; J. C. French, Manchester ; Robert C. Osgood, Newport, J. G. Kim-
ball, Nashua ; A. F. Craig, Portsmouth ; F. G. Clark, Peterborough.
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Niagara Fire, New York Citt.—R. P. Staniels, Concord ; J. G. Kimball, Nashua ; L. C.
Doolittle, Keene ; F. W. de Rochemont & Son, Portsmouth.
North British and Mercantile, Great Britain.—Morrill & Danforth, Concord ; A. F.
Craig, Portsmouth ; E. P. Richardson, Manchester ; Frank Freeman, Dover ; Robert C. Os-
good, Newport ; J. J. & G. W. Barrett, Littleton ; George F. Starkweather, Keene ; E. B.
Huse, Enfield ; R. S. Perkins, Tilton ; A. S. Parshley, Rochester ; Mason & Dearborn,
Bristol ; J. C. Campbell, Hillsborough Bridge ; C. Richardson, Nashua ; G. W. Wiggin,
Exeter ; George S. Wilder, Hinsdale ; Crawford & Tolles, Great Falls ; E. D. Sabine, Wind-
sor, Vt. ; Jenne & Sherman, Brattleborougli, Vt.
Newark Fire, Newark, N. J.—L. Jackman & Co., Concord ; McKean & Andrews, Nashua
;
F. W. de Rochemont & Son, Portsmouth.
Northern, London, England.—S. & S. C. Eastman, Concord ; Morse & Ilsley, Ports-
mouth ; J. G. Lane, Manchester ; Gilbert Wadleigh, Milford ; Joseph G. Whitcomb, Grafton ;
Chase & Day, Lancaster ; D. M. White, Peterborough ; G. W. Benn, Dover ; J. G. Kimball,
Nashua ; George C. Gordon, Salem ; Knapp & Moses, Great Falls ; F. H. Daniell, Franklin ;
C. A. Field, Hanover.
Orient, Hartford, Conn.—G. A. French, Manchester ; John P. Dockham & Co., Laco-
nia; S. & S. C. Eastman, Concord ; George Tilden, Keene ; Thomas J. Harris, Claremont;
Morse & Ilsley, Portsmouth ; McKean & Andrews, Nashua ; H. F. Gerrish, Dover.
Phenix, Brooklyn, N. Y.—John C. French, Manchester ; S. & S. C. Ea.stinan, Concord
George Tilden, Keene ; J. G. Lane, Manchester ; McKean & Andrews, Nashua ; A. S. Parsh-
ley, Rochester ; B. C. Carter, Wolfeborough ; Crawford & Tolles, Great Falls.
Phcenix, Hartford, Conn.—John W. Currier, Alton ; Mason & Dearborn, Bristol ; D. R.
Hall, Croydon Flat ; R. P. Staniels, Concord ; D. H. Wendell, Dover ; J. C. Campbell,
Hillsborough Bridge; L. C. Doolittle, Keene; W. L. Melcher & Co., Laconia; W. P.
Whitcher, Lisbon ; H. H. Holt, Lyme ; N. M. Swasey, North Haverhill ; McKean & An-
drews, Nashua ; Z. C. Perkins, New Hampton ; Morse & Ilsley, Portsmouth ; William Yea-
ton, Pittsfield ; R. S. Perkins, Tilton ; E. M. Forbes, Winchester ; A. P. Davis, Warner ; J.
Fleeman, Wilton ; William Clark, Claremont ; Knapp & Moses, Great Falls ; Frank G.
Clark, Peterborough ; J. E. Dewey, Lebanon ; L. B. Clough, Manchester ; A. S. Parshley,
Rochester ; J. S. Rollins, PljTuouth ; Frank J. Barber, Hinsdale ; Charles H. Pitman, Farm-
ington.
Pennsylvania Fire, Philadelphia, Pa.—John Sise, Portsmouth ; Clarence M. Edgerly,
Manchester ; Morrill & Danforth, Concord ; McKean & Andrews, Nashua ; W. P. Whitcher,
Lisbon ; Frank Freeman, Dover ; O. S. Wright, Lebanon ; Lycurgus Pitman, North Con-
way ; E. D. Sabine, Windsor, Vt. ; Crawford & Tolles, Great Falls ; F. G. Clark, Peterbor-
ough.
People's, Newark, N. J.—L. Jackman & Co., Concord ; J. E. Wilson, Manchester.
Prescott, Boston, Mass.—L. Jackman & Co., Concord.
Queen, Liverpool, England.—Morrill & Danforth, Concord ; C. A. Tufts, Dover ; John
C. French, Manchester ; Morse & Ilsley, Portsmouth.
QuiNCY Mutual, Quincy, Mass.—J. G. Kimball, Nashua ; S. & S. C. Eastman, Concord ;
E. P. Richardson, Manchester ; W. L. Melcher & Co., Laconia ; Thomas J. Harris, Clare-
mont ; Perley Dodge, Amherst ; Gilbert Wadleigh, Milford ; C. A. Field, Hanover ; John
B. Pike, Lebanon ; Jeremiah Jones, Alton ; C. B. Perry, Fitzwilliam ; S. K. Mason, Bristol
;
W. P. Burton, Lebanon.
Reverb, Boston, Mass.—L. Jackman & Co., Concord ; Winch & Crowley, Nashua; J. E.
Wilson, Manchester ; F. W. de Rochemont & Son, Portsmouth ; Redfield & Buck, Dover.
Roger Williams, Providence, R. I.—R. P. Staniels, Concord ; J. G. Kimball, Nashua
H. A. Yeaton, Portsmouth ; C. 0. Eastman, Claremont ; John G. Lane, Manchester ; Per-
kins Bros., Tilton.
Royal, Liverpool, England.—C. M. Edgerly, Manchester ; McKean & Andrews, Nashua;
"W. P. Moulton, Exeter ; Morrill & Danforth, Concord ; John Sise, Portsmouth ; Gilbert
Wadleigh, Milford ; O. S. Wright, Lebanon ; W. P. Whitcher, Li.sbon ; L. Pitman, North
Conway ; E. 1). Sabine, Windsor, Vt. ; George B. Prescott, Dover ; Frank G. Clark, Peter-
borough ; Crawford & Tolles, Great Falls.
Royal Canadian, Montreal, Canada.—Morrill & Danforth, Concord ; H. A. Redfield,
Dover ; John B. Pike, Lebanon ; E. P. Richardson, Manchester ; Gilbert Wadleigh, Milford
;
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McKean & Andrews, Nashua ; H. W. Blair, PljTiiouth ; John Sise, Portsmouth ; George F.
Starkweather, Keene ; B. M. Morrill, Claremont ; W. H. Belknap, Exeter ; Crawford &
Tolles, Great Falls.
Scottish Commercial, Glasc^ow.—R. P. Staniels, Concord ; A. F. Craig, Portsmouth ; F.
R. Lane, Manchester ; J. H. Thurber, Nashua ; 6. F. Starkweather, Keene ; F. H. Daniel],
Franklin ; E. B. Huse, Enfield ; George B. Prescott, Dover ; E. J. Mathes, Rochester ; Per-
kins Bros., Tilton.
Shawmut, Boston, Mass.—Mason & Dearborn, Bristol ; James Bullard, Claremont ; S. &
S. C. Eastman, Concord ; J. G. Joslin, Keene ; George A. French, Manchester ; J. G. Kim-
ball, Nashua; F. W. de Rochemont & Son, Portsmouth ; A. S. Parshley, Rochester; E. M.
Forbes, Winchester ; Crawford & Tolles, Great Falls ; G. H. Aldrich & Son, Keene ; Henry
O. Kent, Lancaster ; C. W. Tibbetts, Farmington ; J. P. Dockbam & Co., Laconia.
Shoe and Leather, Boston, Mass.—E. J. Copp, Nashua; Chase & Day, Lancaster; Hen-
ry Y. Hayes, Dover.
St. Paul Fire and Marine, St. Paul, Minn.—Morrill & Danforth, Concord ; G. F.
Starkweather, Keene ; J. G. Lane, Manchester ; A. F. Craig, Portsmouth ; Crawford &
Tolles, Great Falls ; Caleb Richardson, Nashua ; George C. Gordon, Salem.
Springfield Fire and Marine, Springfield, Mass.—McKean & Andrews, Nashua; N.
M. Swasey, North Haverhill ; E. J. Mathes, Rochester ; R. P. Staniels, Concord ; C. A.
Field, Hanover ; Morse & Ilsley, Portsmouth ; F. H. Daniell, Franklin ; Samuel W. Rollins,
Meredith Village ; Frank Freeman, Dover ; C. M. Edgerly, Manchester ; W. H. Morton,
Salmon Falls ; W. L. Melcher & Co., Laconia ; R. S. Osgood, Newport ; W. P. Moulton,
Exeter ; E. W. Farr, Littleton ; H. O. Kent, Lancaster ; J. C. Campbell, Hillsborough
Bridge ; H. W. Blair, Plymouth ; R. S. Perkins, Tilton ; Charles F. Parker, Wolfeborough ;
J. H. Currier, Alton ; J. H. Dudley, Colebrook ; L. Pitman, North Conway ; Jesse E.
Dewey, Lebanon ; Crawford & Tolles, Great Falls ; G. H. Aldrich & Son, Keene ; C. H.
Pitman, Farmington ; Frank G. Clark, Peterborough ; Lund & Holman, Bradford ; J. L.
Wilson, Ashland ; B. B. Worthen, Ashland ; James Emery, Tamworth Iron Works ; W. J.
Ratsey, Belmont.
Traders akd Mechanics', Lowell, Mass.—J. F. Smith, Salem ; L. B. Clough, Manches-
ter ; J. G. Kimball, Nashua; W. L. Melcher & Co., Laconia; Parker & Young, Lisbon;
James Taft, Greenville.
Westchester, New Rochelle, N. Y.—Morrill & Danforth, Concord ; A. F. Craig, Ports-
mouth ; C. O. Eastman, Claremont ; E. P. Richardson, Manchester ; H. A. Redfield, Dover.
Watertown Fire, Watertown, N. Y.—N. Butler & Co., Fisherville; C. O. Eastman,
Claremont; A. J. Lane, Manchester; W. L. Melcher & Co., Laconia; J. H. Nutting, Can-
dia ; Perkins & Ballard, Concord ; R. S. Perkins, Tilton ; Redfield & Buck, Dover ; W. P.
Whitcher, Lisbon ; Winch & Crowley, Nashua ; George A. Whittemore, Fitzwilliam.
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LIFE-INSURANCE COMPANIES.
^TNA Life, Hartford, Conn.—W. A. Stone, Concord, General Agent ; C. D. & E. J.
Copp, Nashua ; C. O. Eastman, Claremont ; C. A. Field, Hauover.
Berkshire Life, Pittspield, Mass.—Amos J. Blake, Fltzwilliam.
Connecticut Mutual Life, Hartford, Conn.—J. H. Thurber, Nashua, General Agent
;
John C. French, Manchester ; W. D. Knapp, Great Falls ; Henry Merrill, Haverhill ; Ira
Colby, jr., Claremont ; C. M. Murphy, Dover.
Connecticut General, Hartford, Conn.—Isaiah H. Shipman, Lisbon.
Continental Life, Hartford, Conn.—George H. Aldrieh, Keene.
Equitable Life Assurance Society, New York City.—Jotham F. Clark, Concord.
Hartford Life and Annuity, Hartford, Conn.—E. A. Crawford, Great Falls.
John Hancock Mutual Life, Boston, Mass.—Caleb Kichardson, Nashua.
Manhattan Life, New York City.—George A. French, Manchester ; D. H. Wendell,
Dover.
Massachusetts Mutual Life, Springfield, Mass.—M. V. B. Edgerly, Manchester, Gen-
eral Agent ; C. L. Meloon, Nashua ; A. M. Austin, Dover ; G. M. Sanborn, Manchester.
MuTTTAL Life, New York City.—James P. Bartlett, Portsmouth ; R. P. Staniels, Con-
cord ; John G. Lane, Manchester ; J. L. Farwell, Claremont ; W. P. Moulton, Exeter ; J. S.
Hayes, Dover ; E. A. Crawford, Great Falls ; Robert C. Osgood, Newport ; Solon A. Peck,
Lebanon ; John G. Kimball, Nashua ; James Taft, Greenville.
Mutual Benefit Life, Newark, N. J.—Z. C. Perkins, Concord ; John F. Brown, Con-
cord ; John H. Ballard, Concord ; Henry A. Yeaton, Portsmouth.
National Life of U. S. A., Chicago, III.—J. H. Batchelder, Deerfield.
National Life, Montpelier, Vt.—A. J. Lane, Manchester ; A. C. Pierce, Concord ; E. C.
Eastman, Concord ; G. N. Farwell, 2d, Claremont.
New England Mutual Life, Boston, Mass.—Edward P. Emerson, Nashua, General
Agent; W. P. Burton, West Lebanon; Frank Freeman, Dover; Morse & llsley, Ports-
mouth ; R. P. Staniels, Concord ; D. M. White, Peterborough.
New York Life, New York City.—M. V. B. Edgerly, Manchester.
North-western Mutual Life, Milwaukee, Wis.—Walter S. Emerson, Nashua; John D.
Church, Lowell, Mass. ; D. M. White, Peterborough.
, Phcenix Mutual Life, Hartford, Conn.—Charles W. Moore, Concord, General Agent.
Railway Passengers', Hartford, Conn.—Charles L. Gilmore, Concord ; George B. Pres-
cott, Dover ; J. J. Barrett, Littleton ; George A. French, Manchester ; J. E. Wilson, Man-
chester ; Frank Barr, Nashua ; McKean & Andrews, Nashua ; Morse & llsley, Portsmouth ;
A. Elliott, Manchester ; Asa L. Pickett, Nashua ; Frank G. Clark, Peterborough ; F. H.
Kingsbury, Keene.
State Mutual, Worcester, Mass.—"W. C. Robinson, Portsmouth ; J. & W. C. Fox
Wolfeborough ; C. S. Averill, Milford ; Asa A. Tufts, Dover.
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Travelers' Life and Accident, Hartford, Conn.—McKean & Andrews, Nashua ; S. &
S. C. Eastman, Concord ; G. A. French, Manchester ; T. J. Harris, Claremont ; G. F. Stark-
Tveather, Keene ; Morse & Ilsley, Portsmouth ; N. Butler & Co., Fisherville ; E. J. Durant,
Lebanon ; Frank Freeman, Dover ; J. J. Barrett, Littleton ; Buel C. Carter, Ossipee ; Frank
H. Daniell, Franklin.
United St.4.tes Life, New York City.—James E. Larkin, Concord.
Union Mutual Life, Augusta, Me.—George N. Carpenter, Boston, Mass.




THE STATUTES OP NEW HAMPSHIRE
RELATING TO INSURANCE,
In Force January 1, 1878.
COMPILED BY SAMUEL C. EASTMAN, OF CONCORD, ATTORNEY-AT-LAW.
INSURANCE COMMISSIONER.
[From chap. 156, Gen. Stat. ; Laws of 1869, chap. 12 : Laws of 1870, chap, i ; Laws of 1S72,
chap. 78 ; Laws of 1874, chap. 104.]
Section
1. Insurance commissioner, how appointed
and removed.
2. Who may not be appointed.
3. Report, when made, and what to contain.
4. Report as to foreign companies doing
business here.
Section
5. When examination of state companies to
be made, and proceedings, if unworthy
of public confidence.
6. Fees of commissioner therefor.
7. Expenses of commissioner at convention of
commissioners, how paid.
Sect. i. One insurance commissioner shall be appointed by
the governor and council, who shall hold office for three years
and until another is appointed and qualified in his stead ; but he
may be removed at pleasure by the governor and council.
—
Laws of 1869, chap. 12.
Sect. 2. No director, agent, or other officer of any insurance
company or person who has been such within one year shall be
so appointed.—G. S., chap. 156, sect. 2.
Sect. 3. Such commissioner, on or before the first day of
April annually, shall furnish to the state printer his report, show-
ing the amount of capital stock and premium notes of each com-
pany by him examined (or reported to him, by the law of 1870
;
see chapter on Home Insurance Companies, sect. 11); the amount
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of property at risk; the amount of losses in the two preceding
years ; the sums assessed ; the amount of indebtedness for money
borrowed and for losses unpaid ; the salaries and emoluments
of the president, secretary, treasurer, and each director, and the
whole amount each person holding ofifice therein has received, or
is to receive, for his services for the year ; the expense of adjust-
ing losses ; the sums paid or allowed for travel and per diem to
officers and agents while attending thereto ; the sums paid
agents for each application taken by the company ; the rate per
cent, and the aggregate amount allowed agents for collecting
assessments ; the amount of each of the two last assessments
laid, and the amount collected on each ; and any other facts
calculated to give the public full and satisfactory information of
the condition and management of each company. This report
shall be printed and laid before the legislature the first week of
its session, annually,—G. S., chap, 156, sect. 4; Laws of 1874,
chap, 104.
Sect. 4. The insurance commissioner shall include in his
annual report of the insurance companies of this state an
abstract of the annual statements made to him by insurance
companies of other states, with such statistics, general informa-
tion, and suggestions relating to the subject of insurance as he
may think proper to insert in such report, giving the name and
location of every such company ; and he shall keep on file the
charters of all such companies, and all certificates relating to the
means or authority of such companies, and the name and resid-
ence of every agent licensed to do insurance business in this
state, together with the certificate of the company or general
agent of such company upon which such agents have been
licensed ; and the fees from agents and companies, for licenses,
filing annual statements, and examinations, herein before pro-
vided for, together with any fees he may receive for copies fur-
nished by him, shall be in full compensation for his services as
commissioner.—Laws of 1870, chap, i, sect. 14.
Sect. 5. It shall be the duty of the insurance commissioner,
upon petition of five or more policy-holders of any insurance
company organized under the laws of this state, setting forth
that they believe such company unsound or that there is waste
or mismanagement in the affairs of such company, with reasons
for such belief, to make personal examination of the affairs of
such company at the expense of the company ; and, for such
purpose, he shall have access to all the records, books, and
papers of the company, and may examine under oath any officer
or agent of such company. If, upon examination, the commis-
sioner shall be of opinion that the affairs of the company are in
such condition as to render it unsafe or unworthy of public con-
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fidence, he shall file a petition against such company, in the
office of the supreme court for the county in which such company
has its principal place of business, for closing the affairs of said
company; and any judge of said court may issue, under the
provisions of chapter one hundred and ninety of the general
statutes, a temporary injunction to restrain such company from
doing business, which shall be dissolved or made permanent by
said court, upon hearing and determination of said petition ; and
the court may make such further orders and decrees as the cir-
cumstances of the case and the protection of the public may
render proper.—Laws of 1870, chap, i, sect. 12.
Sect. 6. The commissioner shall receive from each company
examined by him and from each agent so examined ten cents a
mile each way for his actual travel to make such examination
and three dollars for each day necessarily spent in making such
examination and report ; but, if more than one company or
agency is examined at the same time in one town, he shall not
tax more than one travel or more than his actual travel from
one place of examination to another.—G. S., chap. 156, sect. 6.
Sect. 7. Whenever the insurance commissioner of this state
shall attend the annual session of the national insurance con-
vention of the United States, composed of the insurance officials
of the several states, his traveling fare and hotel expenses, not
exceeding the sum of two hundred dollars annually, properly
itemized, and duly audited by the governor and council, shall be
paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appro-
priated.—Laws of 1S72, chap. 78.
SUITS FOR INSURANCE.
[From chap. 157, Gen. Stat.; Laws of i86g, chap. 30; Laws of 1871, chap. 22.]
Section
1. Where suits on policies may be brought.
2. Mistakes, etc., not to avoid policy, when,
etc.
3. Company responsible for knowledge of
agent, etc., preparing application.
4. Notice of loss to be given company.
5. Company to determine loss and give no-
tice thereof.
6. Suit and service of writ in six months or
barred.
7. Not barred, unless insured notified of law
by company.
S. Effect if, on trial, insured recovers more
or no more than determination.
Section
9. Losses to be adjusted within fifteen days
after notice.
10. Repairs or rebuilding to be commenced
within twenty days after adjustment.
11. If company neglect, insured may repair
or rebuild at expense of company, or
bring suit.
12. When assignor or assignee may bring
suit.
13. Insurance may be against damage by
lightning.
Sect. i. Every person suffering loss or damage covered by
any policy of insurance may bring his action therefor in the
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county of his residence, if he so elects.—G. S., chap. 157, sect, i ;
44N. H., 238;55 N. H., 355.
Sect. 2. No policy of insurance shall be avoided by reason
of any mistake or misrepresentation, unless it appears to have
been intentionally and fraudulently made ] but the party insuring,
in any action brought against them on such policy, may show
the facts, and the jury shall reduce the amount for which such
party would otherwise be liable as much in proportion as the
premium ought to have been increased if no mistake or mis-
representation had occurred.—G. S., chap. 157, sect. 2 ; 20 N. H.,
55i;3iN.H.,238;32N. H.,3i3;3sN.H.,328;38N.H.,338;
40N.H., 333, 375; 41 N. H., i7o;43N. H., 176,621 345 N. H.,
21
; 48 N. H., 41 ; 52 N. H., 581 ; 55 N. H., 65, no, 249, 457 ;
56 N. H., 326, 401.
Sect. 3. If any company shall issue any policy upon an
application prepared by a third person assuming to act as their
agent or otherwise, they shall be affected by his knowledge of
any facts relating to the property insured as if they were stated
in the application.—G. S., chap. 157, sect. 3 ; 27 N. H., 157 ; 37
N. H., 35 ; 40 N. H., 333, 375 ; 50 N. H., 297 • 55 N. H., no.
Sect. 4. In case of loss or damage of any property insured,
the party insured shall give notice thereof in writing to the
secretary, a director, or agent of the company, within thirty
days.—G. S., chap. 157, sect. 4; 20 N. H., 198 ; 43 N, H., 621 ;
51 N. H., 50.
Sect. 5. Such company, upon view or otherwise, shall, as
soon as may be, determine the amount of such loss or damage
and notify the assured or his agent thereof in writing.—G. S.,
chap 157, sect. 5.
Note. By section i of chapter 22, laws of 1871 (section g of this chapter), this section is,
perhaps, so amended as to require the notice to be given within fifteen days.
Sect. 6. If dissatisfied with such determination, the party
insured may bring his action, by causing his writ to be served
on the proper officer or agent of such company, within six
months after the reception of such notice in writing, and not
afterward.—G. S., chap. 137, sect. 6; 25 N. H., 22; 43 N.
H., 621.
Sect. 7. Unless the company, in their notice of the amount
of loss or damage determined by them, shall notify the insured
that his action will be forever barred by law if his writ is not
served on them or their agent within six months next after the
service of such notice upon him, he may bring his action at any
time.—G. S., chap. 157, sect. 7.
Sect. 8. If, upon trial, the insured recovers more than the
amount determined by the insurers, he shall have judgment and
execution immediately therefor, with interest and costs. If he
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recovers no more than such amount, the court may allow inter-
est thereon, and such costs to either part_v as may be just ; but
execution shall not issue against the company within three
months, unless by special order of court.—G. S., chap. 157,
sect. 8.
Sect. 9. All fire-insurance companies doing business in this
state, whether organized under the laws of New Hampshire or
any other state, shall, within fifteen days after notice of any loss
by fire upon any risk taken by them in this state, adjust the
same.—Laws of 187 1, chap. 22, sect. i.
Sect. 10. Any company having decided to enter upon any
premises destroyed or damaged by fire, to rebuild or repair the
same, shall commence, within twenty days after said adjustment
shall be made, to rebuild or repair, and prosecute the work with
all reasonable diligence until completed.—Id., sect. 2.
Sect. ir. Any person insured against loss or damage by
fire, by any insurance company, upon neglect of said company
to adjust said loss or damage by agreeing to pay the same or
rebuild or repair the premises, may, after fifteen days after hav-
ing given notice of such loss or damage to said company, pro-
ceed to rebuild or repair said premises at the expense of said
company, who shall be holden for all reasonable expenses in-
curred therein and loss sustained by their neglect, not exceed-
ing the amount insured, or may commence an action at law and
recover loss or damage sustained.—Id., sect. 3.
Sect. 12. In actions on policies of insurance, where the same
have been transferred or assigned with the assent of the com-
pany, either absolutely or as collateral security, the party in in-
terest may bring his action either in the name of the assignor or
assignee, as he may elect, and no action so brought shall be
abated nor shall judgment thereon be rendered for the defend-
ants by reason of its being so brought
;
provided, however, that
there shall be but one action brought on such policy of insur-
ance, and but one recovery thereon.—Laws of 1869, chap. 30,
sect. \ ; 16 N. H., 177 ; 25 N. H., 204 • t^^ N. H., 9 ; 38 N. H.,
232 ; 45 N. H., 21 ; 50 N. H., 297 ; 54 N. H., 339 ; 55 N. H.,
no, 249.
Sect. 13. Any insurance company may insure against dam-
age to property by lightning, whether such damage is caused by
burning or otherwise, and shall be liable therefor.—G. S., chap.
157, sect. 9.
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INSURANCE COMPANIES AND AGENTS.
[From chap. 15S, Gen. Stat., and Laws of 1870, chap, i.]
Section
1. Members of mutual companies exempt
from individual liability.
2. Company organized under general laws
may limit its operations.
3. Duties of treasurer; penalty.
4. Company may terminate risks.
5. Officers liable individually, when less than
fifty thousand dollars insured.
6. Assessments and expenses limited,
when.
Section
7. Agents, how appointed.
8. Fees to be fixed and stated in policy.
9. Field of operations of each agent pre-
scribed, etc.
10. Agents to give bond ; remedy thereon.
n. Returns by companies of this state, fee
therefor.
Sect. i. Members of mutual insurance companies shall not
be individually liable to pay any debts of their respective com-
panies, beyond their liability to assessments for losses occuring^
therein, nor to such assessments beyond the amount of their de-
posit notes.—G. S., chap. 158, sect, i ; 45 N. H., 292 ; 55 N. H.,
48 ; 56 N. H., 341.
Sect. 2. Any such company, organized under the general
laws of the state, may, by vote, limit its operations to any city or
town ; and, such vote being recorded in the records of the com-
pany, they shall be forever barred from insuring property situate
beyond the limits of such city or town.—G. S., chap. 158, sect. 2.
Sect. 3. The treasurer of every such company shall enter, in
suitable books provided for the purpose, all assessments made,
and sums received from expired and surrendered policies, and
shall charge himself with the whole of such assessments and
with all money and evidences of debt of the company received
by him, and shall balance his accounts yearly, before the annual
meeting ; and, for neglect of either of said provisions, he shall
forfeit twenty-five dollars to the person who will sue therefor.
—
G. S., chap. 158, sect. 3.
Sect. 4, Any such company may terminate policies therein,
by publishing a notice to all persons insured of the time when
such policies will terminate, and, at the same time, giving or
mailing a like notice to each party insured.—G. S., chap. 158^
sect 4.
Sect. 5. No person insured in such company or any class
thereof in which the amount insured is less than fifty thousand
dollars shall be assessed any greater sum than he would be if
that amount were insured ; but the officers of such company
shall be individually liable for the balance not provided for by
such assessment.—G. S., chap. 158, sect. 5.
Sect. 6. No more than thirty per cent above its actual in-
debtedness shall be assessed by any such company to close its
affairs ; and the officers and agents thereof shall not receive
more than twenty per cent of the money collected for their ser-
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vices in closing its business.—G. S., chap. 158, sec. 6 ; 45 N,
H., 292,
Sect. 7. Agents to take applications for insurance may be
appointed by the directors of any insurance company organized
under tlie laws of this state ; but every such appointment, before
it shall take effect, shall be recorded by the town clerk of the
town in which he resides, and of each town in which he shall
act.—G. S., chap. 158, sect. 7.
Sect. 8. Before any agent is appointed, the fees to be paid
by applicants for an application and for a policy and the cash
premium to be paid for insurance shall be fixed and limited by
the directors ; and the amount so fixed and limited shall be
stated in his appointment and on each policy.—G. S., chap, 158,
sect. 8.
Sect. 9. The town or towns in which each agent may take
applications shall be prescribed and stated in his appointment,
and no more than two agents in an}'' county shall be authorized
to take applications in any town except that in which they re-
side.—G. S., chap. 158, sect. 9.
Sect. 10. Every such agent shall, before acting as such, give
bond to the company, with sureties to the satisfaction of the
directors, for the faithful performance of his duties, to pay to
the company all money received by him for policies or premiums,
and to repay, on demand, all other and larger fees than those
prescribed by the directors ; and such bond may be sued, in the
name of the company, by any person from whom money has
been taken contrary to said rules.—G. S., chap. 158, sect. 10.
Sect. ii. Every joint-stock insurance company, and every
mutual fire or life insurance company, incorporated by or organ-
ized under the laws of this state and doing business therein,
shall, annually, in the month of January, make and transmit to
the insurance commissioner a statement, under oath, of its pres-
ident and secretary, in accordance with blanks to be furnished
by him, showing the amount of its capital stock, premium notes,
amount at risk, receipts, losses, expenditures, assets, liabilities,
salaries and emoluments, assessments, rate per cent allowed for
collecting, procuring applications, and any other facts calculated
to give full and satisfactory information relating to the condition
and management of the company, for and during the year end-
ing the thirty-first day of the preceding December, and shall pay
the commissioner, upon transmitting the same, the sum of five dol-
lars.—Laws of 1870, chap, i, sect. 11.
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FOREIGN INSURANCE COMPANIES AND THEIR
AGENTS.
[From Laws of 1S70, chap, i, repealing chap. 159, Gen. Stat.; Laws of 1872, chap. 37;
Laws of 1S75, chap. 38.]
Section
1. Prerequisites to the transaction of busi-
ness in this state by foreign insurance
companies.
2. Appointment of attorney, how made
;
stipulations ; continuance of appoint-
ment.
3. Notice to companies of suits.
4. License required ; prerequisites thereto ;
how long to continue ; fee therefor.
5. Agents, who may be licensed ; fee ; pen-
alty for soliciting insurance without
license.
6. Duties and powers of commissioner in ex-
amining companies and agents.
7. Returns by foreign insurance companies ;
fees of commissioner ; etc.
Section
8. Tax on foreign insurance companies,




9. Suits against foreign insurance compa-
nies ; powers of commissioner if judg-
ments not satisfied.
10. Embezzlement by insurance agents to be
deemed larceny.
11. Copies certified by insurance commission-
er competent evidence.
12. Insurance commissioner to report insur-
ance companies to the attorney-general,
when.
Sect. i. That no joint-stock fire-insurance company, not
organized under the laws of this state, shall hereafter be ad-
mitted into this state to transact the business of such company,
unless it shall possess a paid-up capital of two hundred thousand
dollars, invested in securities readily convertible into cash, one
hundred thousand dollars of which capital shall be invested in
such securities other than mortgages of real estate, nor unless
such company shall possess, in addition to such capital, assets
equal in amount to all its outstanding liabilities, estimating fifty
per cent of premiums received on unexpired fire risks and the
whole amount of premiums received on marine risks as a
liability ; and that no joint-stock life-insurance company, not
organized under the laws of this state, shall be permitted or
allowed to transact the business of such company in this state,
unless it shall have a bona-fide paid-up capital, invested in
securities readily convertible into cash, of at least one hundred
thousand dollars, nor unless such company shall have, in ad-
dition to such capital, assets equal in amount to all its outstand-
ing liabilities, reckoning the premium reserve on life risks, based
on the actuaries' table of mortality, with interest at four per
cent as a liability
;
provided, that the insurance commissioner
may, at his discretion, license any company to do business in
this state whose impairment of capital does not exceed twenty
per cent on the above rule. Nor shall any mutual fire-insurance
company, not organized under the laws of this state, hereafter
be admitted into this state for the transaction of the business of
such company, unless it shall possess two hundred thousand
dollars of cash assets invested as above, nor unless it shall
possess such assets sufficient to re-insure all its outstanding or
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unexpired risks, the amount required to be estimated, as in the
case of joint-stock fire-insurance companies above described.
Nor shall any mutual life-insurance company, or co-operative in-
surance company, association, or society, not organized under
the laws of this state, be permitted or allowed to transact the
business of such company in this state, unless it possesses assets
amounting to one hundred thousand dollars, invested in securi-
ties readily convertible into cash, nor unless it possesses such
assets equal to all its outstanding liabilities (including re-insur-
ance, to be estimated as in the case of joint-stock insurance
companies above named, and including the amount of guarantee
capital as a liability), nor until all the laws relating to in-
surance companies of other states, enacted by this state, shall
have been complied with.—Laws of 1870, chap, i, sect, i ; Laws
of 1876, chap. II, sect. i.
Sect. 2. No insurance company not of tliis state, nor its
agents, shall do business in this state after March i, 1876, until
it has filed with the insurance commissioner of this state a
written stipulation, duly authenticated by the company, agreeing
that any legal process affecting the compan}^, served on the
insurance commissioner for the time being, shall have the same
cfiiect as if served personally on the company within this state
;
said appointment, or a copy thereof duly certified and authenti-
cated, shall be filed in the office of the insurance commissioner,
and copies certified by him shall in all cases be competent
evidence. This appointment shall be continued so long as the
company making the same shall transact any business in this
state and while any liability against such company shall remain
in this state, and shall not be revoked until the same power is
conferred upon another and a like copy filed as aforesaid. Ser-
vice upon such attorney shall in all cases be deemed sufficient
service upon the principal.—Laws of 1870, chap, i, sect. 2 ;
Laws of 1872, chap. 37, sect, i ; Laws of 1875, chap. 38, sect. i.
Sect. 3. In all cases when the commissioner is served with
process, it shall be his duty to make a written memorandum of
the fact, and to forthwith inform the company by letter, mailed
by him to the principal office of the company in this country,
and shall on the next subsequent day forward the copy of the
process served on him to the company sued, in a separate
envelope.—Laws of 1875, chap. 38, sect. 2.
Sect. 4. It shall not be lawful for any insurance company
named in section one to transact any insurance business in this
state on and after the first day of September, eighteen hundred
and seventy, unless such company shall first obtain license of
the insurance commissioner, authorizing the company so to do.
Before receiving such license, the company shall file with the
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insurance commissioner a certified copy of its cliarter and by-
laws, and a full statement, under oath, of its president and
secretary, showing the financial condition and standing of the
company, in accordance with blanks furnished by him, except in
cases where the company have already filed such annual state-
ment. Upon receiving such copies and statement, if the com-
missioner is satisfied with the same and that the company meets-
the requirement of section one and has complied with the re-
quirements of section two, of this act, he shall grant such
license, authorizing such company to do insurance business by
authorized agents, subject to the laws of this state, until the first
clay of April thereafter; and, annually thereafter, on the first day
of April, such license may be renewed, so long as such company
shall comply with the requirements aforesaid and the com-
missioner shall regard the company as safe, reliable, and entitled
to public confidence. For each license and renewal, as above,
the company shall pay to the insurance commissioner the sum of
five dollars.—Laws of 1870, chap, i, sect. 3.
Sect. 5. No person shall act as an agent of any insurance
company aforesaid, not organized under the laws of this state,
on and after the first day of September, eighteen hundred
seventy, until he shall have filed with the insurance commissioner
a certificate from the company or its authorized general agent,
authorizing him to act as such agent, and obtained license there-
on from him so to do, for each company for which he proposes
to act. Upon filing the certificate aforesaid, the commissioner
shall issue a license to such person to act as an insurance agent
in this state, provided the company for which such person pro-
poses to procure or solicit applications for insurance therein
shall be authorized to do insurance business in this state, which
license shall continue until the first day of April thereafter, un-
less for cause revoked in the meantime. And, upon filing a
certificate as aforesaid, such license may be renewed on said
first day of April and annually thereafter ; and, for such license
and each subsequent renewal, the person receiving the same
shall pay to the commissioner the sum of one dollar. If any
person shall solicit or receive any risk or application for insur-
ance, or receive money or value therefor, for any insurance com-
pany or agent, without such license from the commissioner, he
shall be punished for each offence by fine not exceeding one
hundred dollars, one-half to the use of the prosecutor. But any
policy issued on an application thus procured shall bind the
company, if otherwise valid. Provided, however, that this
section shall not apply to any person who only acts as clerk to
any insurance company or agent.—Laws of 1870, chap, i, sect. 4.
Sect. 6. The insurance commissioner shall be authorized, at
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any time, to examine into the condition and affairs of any insur-
ance company not organized under the laws of this state, doing
business or proposing to do business therein, or cause such ex-
amination to be made by some person appointed by him, not
interested in such company, and may, in Hke manner, examine
into the business transacted by any agent of such company in
this state, and may require such company or agent to produce
all books and papers relating to such company or agency, and to
answer in writing, under oath, all reasonable questions relating
thereto ; and, if, in his opinion, the affairs of such company are
in an unsound or failing condition, he shall revoke any license
that may have been granted to such company and all licenses
that may have been granted to agents of such company, by written
notice to the company and publication of same in one news-
paper in Concord and Manchester, each having the largest
-circulation in the state from those places.—Laws of 1870, chap.
I, sect. 5.
Sect. 7. Every insurance company not organized under the
laws of this state, and doing business therein, shall, on or before
the first day of March in each year, transmit to the insurance
commissioner a statement, under oath, of its president and
secretary, of the whole amount of premiums received in money,
or in the form of notes, credits, loans, or any other substitute
for money, by or on account of said company, during the year
ending on the thirty-first day of the preceding December, for
any insurance made by it on persons or property in this state,
also exhibiting its assets, liabilities, amount of capital stock
actually paid in, amount of outstanding risks, and the business,
standing, and affairs of the company generally, in accordance
with blanks to be furnished by the commissioner, adapted to the
business of such company, and shall pay to the commissioner,
upon filing said statement, the sum of five dollars. And, for the
purpose of the above statement, the commissioner shall prepare
suitable blanks proposing such interrogatories as may be
necessary to ascertain the business, standing, and affairs of such
company, and forward duplicates of the same in the month of
December, in each year, to every such company ; and the com-
missioner may demand a like statement of its standing and
affairs at any other time, when, in his opinion, the same may be
necessary for the safety of the public.—Laws of 1870, chap, i,
sect. 6.
Sect. 8. The insurance commissioner shall, on or before the
first day of April, in each year, assess a tax against every insur-
ance company aforesaid, of one per cent on the whole amount
of premiums received in money, or in the form of notes, credits,
loans, or any other substitute for money, by or on account of said
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company, during the year ending on the thirty-first day of the
preceding December, for any insurance made by it on persons
or property in this state during said year, and shall give notice
of said assessment, and the amount of said tax, to the president,
secretary, or treasurer of every such company, by mail or other-
wise, and shall file a list of said assessments with the state
treasurer ; and every insurance company shall pay the amount
of tax so assessed to the state treasurer within one month after
notice, as aforesaid, who shall receipt for the same. In case
any insurance company shall refuse or neglect to pay the full
amount of such tax, as aforesaid, the insurance commissioner
may, at his discretion, revoke the license of such company to do
business in this state and the license of every agent of such
company.—Laws of 1870, chap, i, sect. 7.
Sect. 9. Any person having a claim against any insurance
company not organized under the laws of this state, may sue
therefor in the courts of this state ; and any service made upon
the authorized attorney of such company shall be valid and
binding on the company and hold it to answer such suit ; and
the judgment rendered in such suit shall bind the company as
a valid judgment in every respect, whether the defendants
appear or not ; this provision also to embrace all cases of
foreign attachment or trustee suits. For the purpose of re-
ceiving any notice or service of any fact, proceeding, or process,
the attorney of the company shall be regarded as authorized
until another is appointed. Unless any such judgment shall be
paid within thirty days after demand made upon such attorney
by the officer holding the execution, the insurance commissioner
may suspend the power of the company to do business in this,
state until it shall be paid ; and, if the company or any agent
therefor shall issue any policy in this state during such suspen-
sion, said company and agent shall each forfeit a sum not ex-
ceeding two hundred dollars. But any policy so granted shall
be valid and binding against the company.—Laws of 1870, chap..
I, sect. 8.
Sect. 10. Any insurance agent doing business in this state
who shall appropriate to his own use any money or substitute
for money received by him as such agent and refuse or neglect
to pay over such money or substitute for money to the com-
pany or party entitled to receive the same, for the space of
thirty days after notice to make such payment, shall be deemed
guilty of larceny, and, upon conviction, shall be punished there-
for in accordance with the laws of this state.—Laws of 1870,
chap. I, sect. 9.
Sect. ii. All copies of charters, by-laws, certificates, ap-
pointments, and all copies of other papers required by law to be
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filed in the office of the insurance commissioner, made and
certified by him, shall, in all cases, be competent evidence in
the courts of this state.—Laws of 1870, chap, i, sect. 10.
Sect. 12. Whenever the insurance commissioner shall have
reason to believe that any insurance company named in section
one of this act, or any insurance company organized under the
laws of this state, or any officer or agent of the aforesaid insur-
ance companies, or any other person shall have violated any
law of this state relating to such companies, officers, or agents,
or the business of insurance, or failed to comply with any
requisition of the laws of this state relating to such companies,
officers, or agents, or the business of insurance, he shall forth-
with report the fact, with any information he may have relating
thereto, to the attorney-general of the state, who shall, if in his
judgment it is advisable so to do, prosecute every such company,
officer, agent, or other person therefor ; and any such company,
officer, agent, or other person, upon conviction, shall be liable,
for each offence, to a fine not exceeding two thousand dollars
and costs of prosecution.—Laws of 1870, chap, i, sect. 13.
DAMAGES BY FIRE FROM LOCOMOTIVES.
[From chap. 148, Gen. Stat.]
Section
1. Proprietors of railroads liable for damage
by fire.
2. They may insure exposed property.
Section
3. Insurance by owners to insure to pro-
prietors of railroads.
Sect. i. The proprietors of every railroad shall be liable for
all damages which shall accrue to any person or property by
fire or steam from any locomotive or other engine on such road.
—G. S., chap. 148, sect. 8 ; 38 N. H., 242 ; 43 N. H., 627,
Sect. 2. Such proprietors shall have an insurable interest in
all property situate on the line of such road, exposed to such
damage, and may effect insurance thereon for their own benefit.
—G. S., chap. 148, sect, 9.
Sect. 3, Any insurance effected by the owners of such
property thereon shall so far inure to the benefit of the pro-
prietors of such railroad, that, in case of loss, such proprietors
shall be entitled to a deduction from the damages of the amount
received thereon, except the premium and expense of recovering
the same, or to an assignment of the policy upon payment of
the whole damages sustained.—G. S., chap. 148, sect. 10,
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LIFE-INSURANCE POLICIES.
[From chap. i6o, Gen. Stat.]
Section
1. Life insurance for benefit of married wom-
an, to inure to her sole use.
2. To inure to benefit of party for whom pro-
cured.
Section
3. If procured with intent and effect of de-
frauding creditors, party to refund pre-
miums and interest.
Sect. i. Any policy of insurance on the life of any person,
expressed to be for the benefit of any married woman, whether
effected by herself or her husband or any other person, shall
inure for her benefit, or, in case of her death, to her children, if
any, against the claims of the creditors or representatives of the
person effecting the same.—G. S., chap. 160, sect. i.
Sect. 2. When a policy of insurance is effected by any per-
son on his own life or the life of another, expressed to be for
the benefit of a third person or his representatives, the party for
whose benefit such policy is so expressed to be made shall be
entitled to the sum so insured, against the claims of the creditors
or representatives of the party effecting the same.—G. S., chap.
160, sect. 2.
Sect. 3. But, if it appears that such policy was procured with
intent and to the effect to defraud creditors of the person effect-
ing the same, the party receiving the money secured by such
policy shall be liable to such creditors for the amount of all
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE,
1878.
MANCHESTER:




To the Secretary of State : —
The railroad commissioners for the state of New Hamp-
shire liave tlie honor to submit their annual report for
1878.
In accordance with the requirements of the law, your
commissioners have, within the past year, made an exami-
nation of the condition and affairs of the several railroads
doing business in the state, covering the traffic, the finan-
cial condition, and general business operations for the year.
It will be perceived, that the accounts of many of the
corporations, and especially of all those partly located in
adjoining states, are made up to September 30, while
those of this state, or whose offices are in this state, make
their returns to March 31. The law in every state in New
England, except New Hampshire and \^ermont, requires
that all railroad corporations shall close their accounts on
the thirtieth of September, and make up their returns and
reports to that time. In view of this fact, it occurred to
your commissioners whether it might not be well for the
legislature to consider this matter, and fix the time of closing
railroad accounts in this state so as to harmonize with those
of Massachusetts and other adjoining states.
The commissioners, in their report for 1877, in speaking
of the law of 1858 in relation to statistical information,
say : " It fixes the end of the railroad year and the time
for the returns to be made by the railroad corporations at
the precise time when the work of collecting and tabulating
those returns by the commissioners should be completed and
in the hands of the printer. The law expressly requires the
returns to be made in the month of May, rendering it abso-
lutely impossible for the commissioners to properly exam-
ine them and put the information they contain into accurate
and intelligible tabulations for the succeeding legislature.
Under these conditions, the commissioners have been com-
pelled to give merely a brief, unstudied summary of the
financial statements which are pu])lished in full and freely
circulated in the annual reports of the railroad corporations
to their stockholders. The vitally important figures of the
returns, which are not published at all, are thus left untouched
or so meagrely and unmethodically noted as to be of no sig-
nificance. The present report is not claimed to be any sub-
stantial deviation from this poor procedure ; but the hope
is earnestly expressed that the legislature may take up this
whole subject, and devise such provisions as may secure
much better results from the maintenance of the board of
railroad commissioners than seem to be possible under the
the existing statute."
The great depression in all business matters has affected
the railroad interest as it has all others, and must necessarily
continue to do so until the return of more prosperous times.
A marked im})rovement is noticeable in the reports of many
of the corporations. While they show a reduction of the
gross receipts, it will be seen they show a greater reduction
in operating expenses, making a net gain for the year in the
business operations and giving results as satisfactory as
could be expected.
It is apparent that the managers of railroad corporations
throughout the state have felt the necessity for a general
and rigid economy, and, as a consequence, very few per-
manent improvements, beyond the ordinary repairs neces-
sary to keep the road and property in good condition,
have been made. While they have felt the depression of
the times and the need to economize, they have not neg-
lected to keep up the condition of their roads or the equip-
ment to the standard of previous years. Nearly all re-
newals to the tracks are being made with steel instead of
iron rails, and all modern improvements for the conven-
ience and safety of the traveling public have been adopted.
The times, for the past year, have not been favorable to the
building of new roads, and capitalists, with the present
prospects, seem unwilling to engage in new and uncertain
enterprises. No new roads have been projected, and only
two, the Peterborough & Hillsborough and the Manchester
& Keene, which were previously commenced, have been in
process of building during the year. The work of grading
on the Peterborough & Hillsborough road has been done,
and the company are now laying the track, with the expec-
tation that the line will be open for travel in July next.
The Manchester & Keene corporation, whose work was sus-
pended in the fall of 1876 by failure of the contractors,
have again contracted for the building of their road, to be
completed by Deceml^er 1. A large force of men are em-
ployed the whole length of the line, and the work is rapidly
progressing.
There have been very few accidents during the year, and
a less number of a fatal character than in previous years.
In no case, as we can learn, has any accident occurred in
which the corporation or its employees were responsible or
blamed.
We would again call the attention of the legislature—as
the board have repeatedly done in their annual reports be-
fore—" to the propriety of enlarging and more specifically
defining the powers and duties of the commissioners." At
present, the only active duties required of the board are to
act as referees in conjunction with the selectmen of the
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town ill awarding land damages when the land-owners and
company fail to agree on a settlement, and to make an ex-
amination of tlie accounts and financial affairs of the sev-
eral roads doing business in the state, and to make report
of the same. It is for you to consider whether these are
all the duties Avliich shall be required of the commissioners,
or if there are not other matters of equal or greater impor-
tance pertaining to railroads and their management which
might properly come before them and make a part of their
duty.
The board would also call the attention of the legislature
to the law passed at the June session of 1877 relating to
future elections of railroad commissioners, and suggest
whether it would not l)e well to make some change in this
law whereby one or two of the old members can be retained
in the board instead of electing three new members every
two years.
Before closing this report, we desire to add our testimony
of respect and esteem to the memory of the late John E.
Lyon, president of the Boston, Concord, & Montreal
Railroad, and express our sincere and heart-felt sorrow for
his painful and untimely death. He had been so long iden-
tified with the railroad interests of our state, so thor-
oughly acquainted with the management of their affairs
and the laws of the state pertaining to railroad matters, his
knowledge of business and acquaintance with business men
render his deatli a loss that will long be felt and most
deeply regretted.
In conclusion, the commissioners desire to express their
obligations to the officers and managers of the several rail-
road corporations with whom they have met, for the uni-
form courtesies and many attentions extended to them.
CHARLES H. POWERS, \
WILLIAM A. PIERCE, [ Commissioners.
GRANVILLE P. CONN, )
STATEMENT
OF THE
fi:^a:ncial condition of railroads
IN NEW HAMPSHIRE.
ASHUELOT RAILROAD.
Line of road, Keene to South Yernon, Mass. Length,
24 miles. This road is operated by the Connecti-
cut River Raih'oad Company under a lease made in 18T7
for a term of five years. During the past year, the main
track has been extended about one-fourth of a mile at the
terminus in Keene, additional sidings laid, and a new freight-
depot built, giving terminal facilities and connection with
the Cheshire railroad to Boston, at an outlay of about
$20,000. They have also relaid about three miles of track,
using over two hundred tons of steel rails. The residue of
the funded debt or outstanding bonds, amounting to 19,250,
will be paid on presentation to the treasurer, the interest
on which ceased July 1, 1877.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT, ENDING APRIL 1, 1878.
Funded debt, 19,250.00





President.—Samuel W. Hale, Keene, N. H.
Treasurer.—Elisha F. Lane, Keene, N. H.
Directors.—Samuel W. Hale, F. F. Lane, Henry Colony,
E. F, Lane, John E. Colony, H. E. Lane, Fred Colony.
ATLANTIC & ST. LAWRENCE RAILROAD.
Line of road, Portland, Me., to Island Pond,Vt. Length,.
149.5 miles, of which 52 miles are in New Hampshire.
This road is operated and managed by the Grand Trunt
railway of Canada, under a lease for nine hundred and
ninety-nine years, amounting to a practical sale of the
road, and becoming a part of the main line of the Grand
Trunk from Portland, Me., to Detroit, Mich.
The Atlantic & St. Lawrence railroad is the portion
whicli we are required to notice in this report, and, in so
doing, can do no better than to give an extract from the last
annual report of the Maine commissioner, who says : " The
road is in superior condition in all respects. But few roads
in the country will bear comparison with the Grand Trunk
in the surface and alignment of its track, the permanent
character and construction of its bridges, both masonry and
superstructure, and its perfect system of signals for protec-
tion and guidance of trains at all stations, crossings, and
switches ; and it seems to be the aim of the management to
introduce and apply all improvements that will promote the
safety and convenience of travelers and employees of the
road." During the past year, 26,000 new ties, about five
miles of steel rails, and eight and one-half miles of ballast
have been added as a permanent improvement, and enough
steel rails have been purchased to complete tlie whole line
in the Atlantic division, making a steel-rail line from Port-
land, Me., to Detroit, Mich.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT, ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1877.
Capital stock paid in, .|!5,000,000.00
Sterling mortgage bonds, 6 per cent, 2,697,000.00
Portland mortgage bonds, 6 per cent, 787,000.00
Total cost of road and appm-tenances, !S'8,484,000.00
Sinking-fund for redemption of first-mort-
gage bonds due the city of Portland, $230,755.79
Income from passenger traffic, -$206,096.93
freight traffic, 692,937.11




Rents and interest paid, 536,868.27





Directors.—J. B. Brown, C. E. Barrett, H. J. Libby, S.
E. Spring, F. R. Barrett, F. K. Swan, Joseph Hickson, C.
J. Brydges, Sir A. T. Gait.
BOSTON, CONCORD, & MONTREAL RAILROAD.
Line of road. Concord to Groveton Junction. Length,
146.2 miles, main line ; Wing road, to base of Mount
Washington, 20.4 miles. Total length of road operated
by the company, 166.6 miles. This road is a consolidation
of the Boston, Concord, & Montreal, the White Mountains,
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and the White Mountains Extension raih-oads. The num-
ber of miles of road operated by this company is greater
than that of any other corporation in the state. The
affairs of this road have been managed in a most superior
manner, and its present condition and financial standing is
good.
The net earnings of the road, the past year, show an in-
crease over the previous year of more than nine thousand
dollars. The directors, in the annual report for 1878, say
:
" This result, obtained under the general depressed condi-
tion of all classes of business, we think, must be generally
satisfactory to our stockholders, and more especially so
from the fact that the income has been very largely derived
from the various sources of the business which has been
built up locally upon our own line, showing, that, upon
the return of more prosperous times, the road has, upon
its own line, a valuable local business of the utmost impor-
tance to its stockholders."
The company have met with an almost irreparable loss
in the sad and untimely death of the late John E. Lyon,
president of the corporation, which occurred at Plymouth,
N. H., on the morning of the eleventh of April last, caused
by his clothing accidentally taking fire, whereby he was so
badly burned that he died the same day. Mr. Lyon has
been connected with the road as a director and its presi-
dent since 1857, and it can be safely said that the present
favorable condition of the road is largely due to his enter-
prise, wise foresight, and personal efforts. Resolutions of
condolence and of the high estimation in which he was
held were adopted at a meeting of the board of directors
of this road, and by the directors of the Concord railroad,
of which board he was an associate member.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT, MARCH 31, 1878.
Income from passenger dep't, $257,465.42
Income from freight dep't, 307,270.42







3.75 miles ; Great Falls, 2.75 miles ; making the total
length of road owned by this company 126.50 miles, of
whicli 37.5 miles are in New Hampshire. They lease and
operate the Newburyport railroad, 26.98 miles ; Danvers
railroad, 9.26 miles; Dover & Winnipesaukee railroad,
29 miles ; West Amesbury railroad, 4.5 miles ; Lowell &
Andover railroad, 8.73 miles ; making 78.47 miles of leased
lines, 31.25 miles of which are in New Hampshire. Total
length of road operated by the company, 202.2 miles, of
which 68.75 miles are in this state. The road has a double
track from Boston to Haverhill and 91.65 miles of steel
rails, having laid 2,060 tons of steel rails the past year.
This road is well managed, and its financial affairs are in
a sound and healthy condition. The financial statement
shows, that, while the earnings of the road show a decrease
from those of the previous year, the company has been
able to pay two dividends, one of two per cent and one of
three per cent, the past year to the stockholders from the
net income and carry a handsome sum to the surplus fund.
It will be remembered, that the business of this road suf-
fered a serious interruption from the " strike " of the engi-
neers and firemen in the month of February, 1877, causing
an entire suspension of all freight traffic over the road for
one week and a considerable reduction in the passenger
business. We cannot l)ut think that the company has
occasion to congratulate itself on its present favorable con-
dition.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT, ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1877.
Capital stock authorized by law, $7,000,000.00
Capital stock paid in, 6,921,274.52
Number of stockholders, 4,163
Amount of funded debt, 3,500,000.00
13
Income from passenger dep't, 11,259,361.38
Income from freight dep't, 836,579,16





Net earnings, less expenses, 1660,964.46
Amount of interest paid, 1245,802.73
Two dividends, amount-
ing to five per cent, 350,000.00
595,802.73
Amount reserved to meet contingent liabilities, $65,161.73




Yermont & Massachusetts track from South Ashburnham
to Fitchburg, a distance of 10.5 miles, at a rental of
^,500 per month, making a total length of line operated
by the company, of 64.12, extending from Fitchburg, Mass.,
to Bellows Falls, Yt. During the past year, the company
has erected a new and very commodious depot at Winchen-
don, Mass., at a cost of about it'5,000. They have used over
1,200 tons of steel rails in relaying the track, and made
other permanent improvements, keeping their road in first-
class condition in all respects.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
Capital stock (preferred), $2,100,000.00
(original), 533 shares, 53,300.00
Funded debt, 1,837,700.00
Unfunded debt, 26,532.00
Increase of funded debt the j»ast year, 24,000.00
Total income for year ending Sept. 30, 1877, 523,762.80
Total expenses, including interest paid, 502,176.19
Net income the past year, 21,586.61
TRIAL BALANCE.
Construction, $2,717,535.20
Ashuelot R. R. bonds, 5,000.00







Profit and loss, 16,806.32
$3,084,398.32
OFFICERS.
President.—E. Murdock, jr., Winchendon, Mass.
Treasurer.—C. W, Everett, Boston, Mass.
Superintendent.—R. Stewart, Keene, N. H.
Directors.—E. Murdock, AVinchendon, Mass. ; John H.
Elliot, Keene, N. H. ; Samuel Gould, Boston, Mass. ; George
F. Williams, Boston, Mass. ; John B. Moer, William A.
Russell, Lawrence, Mass. ; Edward C. Thayer, Keene, N. H.
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CONCORD RAILROAD.
Line of road, Concord to Naslma, double track, 35
miles. Branch : Concord to Hooksett, 7 miles. Leased :
Concord & Portsmouth, 40.5 miles ; Manchester & North
AVeare, 19 miles ; Suncook Valley, 20 miles ; Nashua,
Acton, & Boston, 20.21 miles. Total length of roads
operated by the company, 141.71 miles, of which 12G.25
miles are in New Hampshire.
This corporation, with its leased roads, as stated in the
commissioners' report of last year, " is the heaviest railroad
interest within the state, being- second to the Boston, Con-
cord, & Montreal railroad alone in length of line." Of the
management and value of this property it is unnecessary to
speak. It is sufficient to know that the stockholders have
received two dividends of five per cent each from the net
earnings of the year, while the rolling stock, road-bed.
track, and superstructure have been kept in repair and fully
up to their previous good condition.
It will be seen by comparison with the financial state-
ment of last year that the gross receipts have fallen off
largely both in passenger and freight departments, while
the reduction in expenses has been much greater, showing
an increase in the net earnings of about 't46,000 for the
year.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
BALANCE-SHEET, MARCH 31, 187
Dr.
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Income from passenger department, $'286,081.09
freight department, 452,046.07
all other som-ces, 33,044.42
Total income, $771,171.58
Operating expenses, $430,717.65
Rent of leased roads, 33,094.00
Paid M. & Lawrence road, 70,855.65
N. & Acton road on account
of rolling stock, 20,000.00
Taxes on capital stock, 33,316.48
587,983.78
Net income for year, $183,187.70
Two dividends paid, of 5 per cent
each, $150,000.00
[Reserved and appropriated for







Directors.—Onslow Stearns, Frederick Smyth, John A.
Bmuiham, Samuel N. Bell, J. W. Johnson, J. P. Pitman.
CONCORD & CLAREMONT RAILROAD.
Line of road, Concord to Claremont, main line, 56
miles. Branch : Contoocook to Hillsborough, 15 miles.
Total length of line operated by company, 71 miles.
This road is a consolidation of what was formerly three
17
independent organizations, the ]\Ierrimack and Connecti-
cut Rivers, the Contoocook Hirer, and the Sugar River
railroad companies. These three companies were chartered
in 1873 as one company, under the title of the Concord
& Claremont, N. H., Railroad Company. A controlling
interest in the road is owned by the Northern Railroad
Company, who fni'nish by lease the rolling stock and are
largely interested in the management of its operations.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT, APRIL 1, 1878.
Capital stock issued, $410,000.00
funded debt, 500,000.00
No unfunded or outstanding debt.
Income from passenger department, $55,268.92
freight department, 83,300.25
from all other sources, 7,148.85
Total income, 8145,718.02
Total operating expenses, 96,918.24
Net earnings, $48,799.78
OFFICERS.
President.—Onslow Stearns, Concord, N. H.
Superintendent.—George E. Todd, Concord.
Treasurer.—Josiah Minot, Concord.
Directors.—Onslow Stearns, Concord ; E. L. Goddard,
Claremont ; Daniel W. Johnson, Claremont ; Dexter Rich-
ards, Newport ; Mason W. Tappan, Bradford ; Charles
Minot, Concord ; C. P. Sanborn, Concord.
CONCORD & PORTSMOUTH RAILROAD.
Line of road, Portsmouth to Manchester. Length, 41
miles. This road is leased and operated by the Concord-
2
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railroad corporation at an annual rental of $25,000, and fur-
nishes all rolling stock and equipments. The capital stock
is fixed at -^350,000, on which a semi-annual dividend of
3|^ per cent is paid to the stockholders. An independent
organization is maintained, but no account can be given of
the financial operations of the road, as no separate books-




Directors.—^ixmuoi N. Bell, B. F. Martin, J. B. Walker^
Nathan Parker, John J. Pickering, and John J. Bell.
DOVER AND WINNIPESAUKEE RAILROAD.
Line of road, Dover to Lake Winnipesaukee at Alton Bay^
Distance, 29 miles. This road is operated by the Boston &;.
Maine company under a fifty-year lease, at an annual rental^
payable semi-annually, of six per cent on the capital stock
of $480,000, and 8200 annually to maintain the organiza-
tion of the lessors, a total annual rent of $29,000. The
stockholders receive, regularly, a semi-annual dividend of
three per cent on their stock.
The operations of this road being merged in the general
account of the Boston & Maine, no financial statement can
be given or any information furnished in relation to its busi-
ness and condition further than what is found in connection
with the statements pertaining to the Boston & Maine road.
OFFICERS.
President.—William Hale, Dover, N. H.
Treasurer and Clerk.—George W. Benn, Dover, N. H.
Directors.—William Hale, Dover ; William Hill, North
Berwick, Me. ; John McDuffie, Rochester, N. H. ; Samuel A.
Walker, Boston, Mass. ; C. W. Woodman, Dover ; Amos
Paul, South Newmarket, N. H. ; Charles Woodman, Dover.
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EASTERN RAILROAD (Mass.).
Line of road, Boston to state line, New Hampshire,
main line, 41.39 miles. Branches owned by the company :
East Boston, 3.31 miles ; Charlestown, 1.086 ; Saugus, 9.52 ;
Swampscott, 3.8 ; Marblehead, 4 ; Lawrence, 19.66 ; Glou-
cester, 17.38 ; Salisbury, 3.75 ; Asbury Grove, 1 ; Essex,
5 ; and South Reading, 8.12 miles. Total length of branches,
76.596 miles. Total length of road owned by company, all
in Massachusetts, 117.986 miles. Leased : Eastern (N. H.)
railroad, 15.9 miles ; Portsmouth & Dover, 10.88 ; Great
Falls & Conway, 71.37 ; Wolfeborough, 12.03 ; Portland,
Saco, & Portsmouth, 51 ; and Newburyport, 2.80. Total
length of leased road, 163.98 miles, of which 107.63 miles
are in New Hampshire.
It is seen from these statements, that this road, running,
as it does, through the entire eastern border of this state,
and controlling the business and interests of four important
railroads, of an aggregate length of 107.63 miles in New
Hampshire, is vitally connected with the railroad interests
and business of New Hampshire. It is a matter of con-
gratulation that the financial condition of the company is
much stronger than it was a year ago, the net earnings of the
road showing an increase of nearly seventeen per cent over
the previous year. It is evident that the managers of this
property are making great efforts to relieve the company of
their extreme embarrassment and place it in a position to
again enjoy the confidence and patronage of the public.
In the annual report of 1876 and 1877 to the stocM^jId-
ers, the president and directors say : " The ability of tJ^e'iroad;
to earn from its present business an amount over aadi above
operating expenses necessary to meet rentals and interest
upon the debt has been clearly shown by the I'osults of the^
past year. A marked improvement in credit has been the*
natural consequence. It is hoped, that the eairninigs- wn^j,. m.
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the next five years, increase sufficiently to meet the increase
in the rate of interest on the certificates of indebtedness."
FINANCIAL STATEMENT, ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1877.
Income from passenger department, $1,384,117.15
freight department, 969,852.20
all other sources, 154,138.16
12,508,107.51
Operating expenses.
Rent of leased roads.
Interest for year.
Total expenses,










Line of road, Boston to Fitcliburg, main line, 50 miles.
Branches : Watertown branch, 6.60 miles, freight and ice
;
Charlestown, .68 mile ; Lancaster, Sterling, & Marlborough,
12.42 miles ; Peterborough & Shirley, 23.62. Length of
branches owned bj the corporation, 43.32 miles. Total
length of road owned by company, 93.32 miles, of which
9.37 miles are in New Hampshire. Leased : Vermont &
Massachusetts, 56 miles ; Turner's Falls' Branch, 2.8 miles ;
Troy & Greenfield & Hoosac Tunnel, 37 miles. Total length
of road operated by company, 189.12 miles.
This road is the main and direct line from Boston to
Hoosac Tunnel ; and, in order to perform the large and in-
creasing business developed by the completion of this enter-
prise, extensive and important repairs and improvements
have been made during the past year, involving an expense
of more than one million dollars. At the annual meeting
of the stockholders of the corporation, they voted to in-
crease the capital stock to the amount of one million dol-
lars, to cover the amount expended in excess of the present
capital for permanent improvements.
About 2,350 tons of steel rails have been laid the past
year, 6.75 miles of second track, and 2.86 miles of side
track. New depots have been erected at Fitchburg, West
Fitcliburg, Westminster, and Ashburnham. The bridges
between Fitchburg and Ashburnham have all been rebuilt,
and, in all cases, stone and iron have been substituted for
timber, and been constructed for two or more tracks. The
bridges over the highway and river at West Fitchburg were
completed last fall, and built wholly of stone and iron?
at an expense of nearly $20,000. The equipment during
the past season has been increased by ten first-class locomo-
tives and two hundred and forty-seven freight-cars. This
road and all its equipments are in first-class condition, and
22
it is evidently the policy of the managers to keep them so,
in order to perform the large and profitable business which
will naturally seek the road.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1877.
Income from passenger department, 8634,391.40
freight department, 1,106,161.17
rent of roads, 104,154.06
all other sources, 75,707.10
11,920,418.73
Total expenses, including interest on funded
debt of the Vermont & Massachusetts
railroad and amount paid into the sink-
ing fund for the payment of said debt, 1,633,659.88
Net income, $286,753.85
Two dividends of three per cent, 240,000.00




MANCHESTER & KEENE RAILROAD.
Line of road, Parker's station, on the Manchester &
^orth Weare raih'oad, to Keene. Distance, 46 miles.
This road was commenced in May, 1876, but, owing to the
failure of the contractors, work was discontinued the next
fall, involving the corporation in much trouble and expense,
amounting, for the time being, to a partial abandonment of
the enterprise. Li the fall of 1877, the grading was com-
pleted and the rails laid from the terminus of the Peter-
borough railroad, in Greenfield, to Hancock, a distance of
-about seven miles. Recently, a new contract has been made
with responsible and competent men, who guarantee to
complete the road by December 1, 1878. Work has recom-
menced the whole length of the line, the land damages
have been adjusted and paid, and the enterprise pushed for-
ward with an energy that insures the completion of the
road the coming fall.
Below we give the financial statement as furnished by
Theodore H. Wood, Esq., president of the corporation :—
RECEIPTS.
'Capital stock (including all payments on
account), 1119,498.93
Eirst-mortgage gold bonds issued, 60,000.00
Notes payable, 25,652.15
Gratuities paid on account, 500.00
$205,651.08
EXPENDITURES.
^Grading and masonry (approxi-
mate), 8141,504.03
Bridging and trestles (approxi-
mate), 10,500.00
24











This road is operated in connection with the Concord
railroad, and the earnings divided between the two com-
panies, on the basis of forty per cent to the Manchester &
Lawrence and sixty per cent to the Concord company, after
paying the annual rental of $25,000 to the Concord & Ports-
mouth Railroad Company. This arrangement exists by
mutual agreement, there being no lease or written contract
whatever, and can be discontinued by either party at any
time, and a settlement demanded.
The corporation maintains an independent organization,
but, at present, the accounts of its earnings and expenses are
kept at the Concord office. In addition to the assets re-
ported, the corporation owns an undivided interest in the
Suncook Valley railroad, the North Weare railroad, and
the Mt. Washington i-ailroad, which do not appear in the
trial balance, as they are not yet definitely determined.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
Income from passenger department,
freight department,
all other sources,
Total income for the year,
From the Concord railroad,
Total receipts,
Operating expenses, 160,318,52
Rent of Methuen branch, 11,000.00
Two dividends, of five per cent each, 100,000.00
Balance of income,













Vt. Central car account.
























Directors.—E. A. Straw, B. F, Martin, E. A. Abbot,
Aretas Blood, Joseph W. Smith, Xathan Parker.
MANCHESTER & NORTH WEARE RAILROAD.
Line of road, Manchester to North Weare. Length,
19 miles. This road is operated by the Concord-railroad
corporation, who are, substantially, the owners of the prop-
erty, furnish the rolling stock, and control its management.
An independent organization is maintained, but the financial
operations of the road are merged in the general accounts
of the Concord railroad and cannot be given.
OFFICERS.
President.—Phinehas Adams, Manchester, N. H.
Treasurer.—Nathan Parker, Manchester, N. H.
Directors.—Phinehas Adams, Charles E. Balch, C. TV.
Stanley, Charles Chase, B. A. Kimball, George Foster,
Jesse Gault.
MONADNOCK RAILROAD.
Line of road, Winchendon, Mass., to Peterborough, N. H.
Length, 15.8 miles, of which 13.76 miles are in New Hamp-
shire. This road is operated by the Boston, Barre, & Gard-
ner under a lease made in 1874 for a term of ninety-nine
years at an annual rent of $12,000 for the first two years,
115,000 for the next three, and $18,000 per year for the
remainder of the term.
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A dividend of two per cent has been paid to the stock-
holders the past two years, and they have every reason to
congratulate themselves on the management and future
prospects of their property.
During the past year, the company have exchanged their
jEirst issue of bonds, bearing eight per cent interest, for one
carrying only six per cent per annum, and have funded
817,000 of outstanding corporation notes, reducing their
unfunded debt to 824,500. Since the last annual report
was made, the company have received •122,500, balance of
gratuity voted by the town of Peterborough in aid of this
road in 1868. This item does not appear in the financial
statement given below. On the completion of the Peter-
borough & Hillsborough road, which is expected early in
July, a connection will be made at Peterborough, giving a
through line from "Worcester to Concord and northern New
Hampshire.
No specific information in relation to the earnings and
expenses of this road can be given, as the operations are
merged in the general accounts of the Boston, Barre, and
Gardner company.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT, SEPTEMBER 30, 1877.
INCOME.
Cash of Boston, Barre, & Gardner railroad,
as rental, $14,750.00
Dividend on 54 shares Monadnock stock, 108.00
Total income, $14,858.00
EXPENSES.
Salary and expenses, $190.11








Income from passengers, $25,240.00








President.—Sylvester Marsh, Littleton, N. H.
Treasurer.—E. D. Harlow, Boston, Mass.
Manager.—Walter Aiken, Franklin, N. H.
Directors.—Sylvester Marsh, Littleton, N. H. ; J. T.
Yose, Boston, Mass. ; Nathaniel White, Concord, N. H.
;
Walter Aiken, Franklin, N. H; Onslow Stearns, Concord,
N. H. ; Emmons Raymond, Boston, Mass. ; E. A. Straw,
Manchester, N. H. ; John H. George, Concord, N. H.
NASHUA, ACTON, AND BOSTON RAILROAD.
Line of road, Nashua to Acton, Mass. Length, 20.21
miles, of which 4.75 miles are in New Hampshire. This
road is operated by the Concord-railroad corporation, under
a ten years' lease from January 1, 1876, at an annual rental
of $11,000.
The business operations of this line are included in the
general accounts of the Concord-railroad company, no




President.—J. C. Moulton, Laconia, N. H.
Treasurer.—F. D. Cook, Nashua, N. H.
Directors.—J. C. Moulton, Henry Parkinson, C. G. Sar-
gent, Joseph B. Clark, E. P. Brown, J. Fletcher, jr., Benja-
min Saunders, S. M. S. Moulton, E. B. Hammond, Dana
Sargent.
NASHUA AND LOWELL RAILROAD.
Line of road, Nashua to Lowell, Mass. Length, 14.5
miles, of which 5.25 miles are in New Hampshire. Leased :
Stony Brook railroad, North Chelmsford to Ayer, Mass.,
13.16 miles ; Wilton railroad, 15.5 miles ; Peterborough
railroad, 10.5 miles. Total length of leased roads, 39.16
miles, of which 26 miles are in New Hampshire. Total
length of line operated by the company, 53.66 miles.
This road is operated jointly with the Boston & Lowell
railroad, under a contract formed between the two compa-
panies in 1858, for a term of twenty years, the net income
to be divided in the proportion of 69 per cent to the Boston
& Lowell and 31 per cent to the Nashua & Lowell com-
pany. This contract expires October 1, 1878, and nego-
tiations are now pending for a renewal on the same basis.
The company have paid two dividends the past year of two
per cent each.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT, ENDING MARCH 31, 1878.
Income from passenger department, 1223,781.64
freight department, 265,390.25
from all other sources, 21,374.10
Total income for year, $510,545.99
31
Operating expenses for year, 8339,909.76
Interest paid, 22,404.82
Rent on leased roads, and interest






It is understood, that this company are largely interested
in, and furnishing aid to build, the Peterborough & Hills-
borough railroad, which is expected to be completed the
present season, thereby giving them a connection with the
Boston, Barre, & Gardner railroad, at Peterborough, and a
through line to ^yorcester, Springfield, and the Hoosac
tunnel. The extension of this line and a further connec-
tion with the Manchester & Keene railroad, now in course
of construction, at the junction in Hancock, cannot fail, it
is believed, to contribute largely to the present business of
the company.
During the past year, over seven hundred tons of new iron,
and over five hundred tons of steel, rails have been laid in
the track, and the whole property kept in good condition
and repair. The gross receipts show an increase over the
previous year and a reduction of expenses, making a ma-
terial increase of the net income for the year.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT, APRIL 1, 1878.
Income from passenger department, $153,359,14
Income from freight department, 286,641,39
Income from all other sources, 24,030,82
Total income from operating the road, $464,031,35
Total operating expenses, $283,402,96
State taxes, 27,837,98
Expended for new rails laid, 35,650,60
Total disbursements, $346,891,54
Net earnings for the year, $117,139,81
Balance of interest account, 55,135,29
Total income, $172,275,10
Two dividends of $2,50 per share each, 149,865,00






President.—James Scott, Peterborough, N. H.
Treasurer.—J. G. Kimball, Nashua, N. H.
Directors.—James Scott, Peterborough, N. H. ; George
W. Gill, Worcester, Mass. ; George A. Ramsdell, Nashua,
N. H. ; S. A. B. Abbott, Nashua, N. H. ; John H. George,
Concord, N. H. ; George 0. Whiting, Wilton, N. H.
;
George Stark, Nashua, N. H.
PETERBOROUGH & HILLSBOROUGH RAILROAD.
Line of road, Peterborough to Hillsborough. Length,
18.5 miles. This road \vas commenced last year, and the
construction is not yet completed. The grading and ma-
sonry has nearly all been done, and the laying of the iron
has already commenced. It is expected that the road will
be opened for travel in July next.
The capital stock is .i<500,000 ; and $100,000 first-mort-
gage bonds and 175,000 second-mortgage bonds have already
been issued to furnish means to complete the work.
OFFICERS.
Treasurer.—Josiali Minot, Concord, N. H.
Directors.—Onslow Stearns, Concord ; James A. Rum-
rill, Springfield, Mass. ; Amos Whittemore, Bennington,
N. H. : John M. Hill and Gust Walker, Concord.
PORTLAND & OGDENSBURG RAILROAD.
Line of road, Portland, Me., to Swanton, Yt. Dis
.
tance, 230 miles, of which 43 miles are in New Hampshire..
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This road is operated in two divisions : the Portland divis-
ion, so called, from Portland to Fahyan's, N. H., 91 miles,
and the Vermont division, from Dalton, N. H., to the ter-
minus, connection being made by the use of 17 miles of the
Boston, Concord & Montreal road, between Fabyan's and
Dalton. The Vermont division is a union of three separate
lines, the Lamoille Valley, the Montpelier & St. Johnsbury,
and the Essex County railroads.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR TEN MONTHS ENDING SEPTEMBER
30, 1877.
Income from passenger department, S97,637.06
freight " 148,313.57







TRIAL BALANCE, SEPTEMBER 30, 1877.
Ch.
Construction and equip't acc't, $3,096,970.17
Material on hand, 6,091.65
Bills receivable, 75,377.28
Cash on hand, 27,340.47
Profit and loss account, 4,802.09
$3,810,581.06








President.—Samuel J. Anderson, Portland.
Treasurer.—John "W. Dana, Portland.
Superintendent.—Jonas Hamilton, Portland.
Directors.—Samuel J. Anderson, H. N. Jose, W. F.
Milliken, J. S. Ricker, J. P. Baxter, R. M. Richardson, W.
W. Thomas, jr., Samuel Waterhouse, all of Portland, Me.;
and Joel Eastman, Conway, N. H.
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PORTLAND & ROCHESTER RAILROAD.
Line of road, Portland, Me., to Rochester, N. H.
Length of line, 52.5 miles, of which three miles are in
New Hampshire. This makes close connection with the
Nashua & Rochester and Worcester & Nashua, thereby afford-
ing the most direct and shortest through route from Port-
land and the central parts of Maine to New York and the
"West. Owing to the great depression of business and con-
sequent reduction of receipts, the earnings were insufficient
to pay the interest on the bonded debt. It was judged best
by the directors, and commissioners on the part of the city
of Portland, whose bonds constitute 11,150,000 of the
funded debt, that a receiver be appointed to manage and
operate the road, and the Portland and Rochester company
ordered to deliver to said receiver the railroad, rolling
stock, and all property belonging thereto. February 1, 1877,
the receiver took formal possession of the road and all its
effects. Since that time, it has been operated by him un-
der orders from the court.
During the past year, a " Pratt-truss " bridge, 548^ feet
long, has been built over the Saco river, costing about
$18,000. The road has been kept in thorough repair and
is said to be in excellent condition.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT, ENDING AUGUST 31, 1877.
Authorized capital, 11,000,000.00
Funded debt, 1,500,000.00
Income from passenger dep't, $52,865.73
Income from freight dep't, 75,700.68
Income from other sources, 5,329.86
Total income, $133,896.27
Total expenses, except the construction of
the Saco-river bridge and payments
made on account of rental and pur-
chase of rolling stock, $111,820.30
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OFFICERS.
President.—George P. Wescott, Portland, Me.
Treasurer and Clerk.—William H. Conaiit, Portland,
Me.
Superintendent.—James M. Lunt, Portland, Me.
Directors.—John Lynch, William R. Wood, A. K.
Shurtleff, H. J. Libby,"^E. G. Wallace, Charles McCarthy,
George E. B. Jackson, W. G. Pay (New York City),
Frederick Robie, J. S. Ricker, George P. Wescott.
PORTSMOUTH & DOVER RAILROAD.
Line of road, Portsmontli to Dover. Distance, 10.88
miles.
This road was opened in 1874, and leased to the Eastern
Railroad Company of New Hampshire, for a term of fifty
years, at an annnal rent of six per cent, payable semi-
annually, on its capital stock of 8800,000. The rolling
stock is furnished by the lessees.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
Capital stock, authorized by charter, ^800,000.00
Capital stock paid in, 756,800.00
Total income for year, 20,955.05
Total operating expenses, 21,808.21
Deficit, ' 853.16
OFFICERS.
President.—Frank Jones, Portsmouth, N. H.
Treasurer.—George L. Treadwell, Portsmouth, N, H.
Clerk.—William H. Hackett, Portsmouth, N. H.
Directors.—Frank Jones, Daniel Marcy, A. R. Hatch,
John H. Broughton, Portsmouth ; and Oliver Wyatt, An-
drew H. Young, Dover.
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PORTSMOUTH, GREAT FALLS, & CONWAY RAIL-
ROAD.
Line of road, Portsmouth to CoiiAvay. Distance, 71.37
miles. This road is leased to and operated by the Eastern
railroad of Massachusetts, which corporation owns 5,513
shares of the capital stock and $486,000 of its bonds.
The company maintains an independent organization,
but the management is controlled by the lessees, who fur-




Gross earnings for year ending-




Excess of interest and expense over earnings, $7,510.85
OFFICERS.
President.—A. P. Rockwell, Boston.
Treasurer.— N. G. Chapin, Boston.
C/erA-.—William H. Hackett, Portsmouth, N. H.
Superintendent.—John W. Sanborn, Wakefield, N. H.
Directors.—A. P. Rockwell, Boston ; S. C. Lawrence,
Medford, Mass. ; R. W. Hooper, Boston ; James W. John-
son, Enfield, X. H. ; George W. Burleigh, Great Falls,
N. H.
SULLIVAN RAILROAD.
Line of road, Windsor, Yt., to Bellows Falls, Yt.
Length, 26 miles. This road is wholly in New Hampshire,
except the termini, which are at two towns in Yermont.
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At present the line is operated and furnished by the
Central Vermont railroad corporation under a contract of
lease based on the earnings of the road.
The accounts being kept at the office of the company
in St. Albans, Yt., and no report being made, the commis-
sioners are unable to make a financial statement covering
the operations of the road for the year. The nominal capi-
tal is 8500,000, which is all owned and held by the North-




Directors.—Onslow Stearns, Concord ; George W.
Nesmith, Franklin ; Josiah Minot, Concord ; J. A. Burn-
ham and Uriel Crocker, Boston, Mass.
SUNCOOK VALLEY RAILROAD.
Line of road, Suncook to Pittsfield. Length, 18 miles..
This road is operated by the Concord-railroad corpora-
tion, under a lease made in 1870, for a term of forty-two
years, at an annual rental of 6 per cent on the capital stock,
more than one-half of which is held by the Concord com-
pany.
No statement of the earnings and expenses can be made,
as no separate accounts are kept by the lessees, showing the




Directors.—Samuel N. Bell, Natt Head, Frederick Smyth,
L. B. Towle, C. H. Carpenter, R. L. French, M. Y. B.
Edgerly.
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WEST AMESBURY BRANCH RAILROAD.
Line of road, West Amesbnry, Mass., to Newton, N. H.
Length, 4.5 miles, of which 2.25 miles are in New Hamp-
shire.
This road is leased to, and operated by, the Boston &
Maine railroad, they paying an annual rental of 1^5,700.
The lessees furnish the rolling stock and make all repairs.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
Capital stock authorized by charter, $150,000.00
Capital stock authorized by votes of the com-
pany and paid in, 57,000.00
Funded debt, 57,000.00
Cost of construction, 114,000.00
OFFICERS.
President.—William H. Haskell, West Amesbury, Mass.
Treasurer.—John S. Poyen, West Amesbury, Mass.
Clerk.—James D. Pike, West Amesbury, Mass.
Directors.—William H. Haskell, John Poyen, William
Gunnison, Alfred E. Goodwin, all of West Amesbury ; and
William W. Wilder, Newton, N. H.
WILTON RAILROAD.
Line of road, Nashua to Wilton. Length, 15.43 miles.
This road is leased to, and operated by, the Nashua & Low-
ell Railroad Company, under a lease for twenty years from
April 1, 1873.
The following statement shows the cash transactions of






Total income for year ending Sept. 30, 1877, 19,446.24
Operating expenses, 1(11,882.27
Interest charges, 2,916.00
Total expense to lessees, 14,798.27
Excess of interest and expense over earnings, $5,352.02
OFFICERS.
President.—Samuel C. Lawrence, Medford, Mass.
Treasurer.—John B. Parker, Boston, Mass.
Directors.—S. C. Lawrence, Medford, Mass. ; John W.
Sanborn, Wakefield, N. H. ; John M. Brackett, Wolfebor-
ongh, N. H. ; John L. Avery, Wolfeborough, N. H. ; Blake
Folsom, Wolfeborough, N. H. ; George W. Burleigh, Great
Falls, N. H. ; T. K. Lothrop, Boston.
WORCESTER & NASHUA RAILROAD.
Line of road, Worcester to Nashua. Distance, 45.69 miles,
of which 6.63 miles are in New Hampshire. This road also
operates the Nashua & Rochester railroad, running from
Nashua to Rochester, 48.81 miles, under a lease made in
1872 for the term of fifty years. Total length of road
operated by the company, 95.5 miles, 54.44 miles of which
are in this state.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT AT THE CLOSING OF ACCOUNTS, SEP-
TEMBER 30, 1877.




Total cost of road and equipment, 2,526,565.74
apportioned to New Hampshire, 374,661.00
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Expenses of operating the whole
road, $339,976.23
Interest paid, 67,598.26
Rent of Nashua & Rochester
road, 116,724.00
Total expenses,
Net income above all expenses,
FUNDED DEBT.
Bonds payable Jan. 1, 1881 (6 per cent).
May 1, 1887
April 1, 1892 (7 per cent),
Feb. 1, 1895 "
Total amount of funded debt.










































President.—F. H. Kinnicutt, Worcester.
Treasurer.—T. W. Hammond, Worcester.
Superintendent.—C. S. Turner, Worcester.
Directors.—F. H. Kinnicutt, Worcester ; Stephen Salis-
bury, Francis H. Dewey, Isaac Davis, J. Edwin Smith,
Worcester; Thomas Chase, C. B. Hill, Nashua; C. H.




Atlantic & St. Lawrence Railroad 8
Boston, Concord, & Montreal Railroad 9
Boston & Maine Railroad 11
Cheshire Railroad 13
Concord Railroad 15
Concord & Claremont Railroad 16
Concord & Portsmouth Railroad 17
Dover & Winnipesaiikee Railroad 18
Eastern Railroad 19
Fitchburg Railroad 21
Manchester & Keene Raikoad 23
Manchester & Lawrence Railroad 24
Manchester & North "Weare Railroad 26
Monadnock Raikoad 26
Mount "Washington Railroad 28
Nashua, Acton, & Boston Railroad 29
Nashua & Lowell Railroad 30
Nashua & Rochester Raikoad . . . . . . .31
Northern Raikoad . . 32
Peterborough Railroad 34
Peterborough & Hillsborough Raikoad 35
Portland & Ogdensburg Raikoad .' . 35
Portland & Rochester Railroad 37
Portsmouth & Dover Raikoad 38
Portsmouth, Great Falls, & Conway Raikoad . . . .39
Sullivan Railroad 39
Suncook VaUey Raikoad 40
"West Amesbury Branch Raikoad 41
Wilton Raikoad 41
"Wolfeborough Raikoad 42











JOHN B. CLARKE, STATE PRINTER
l8f8.

EEPORT OF THE FISH COMMISSIONERS.
To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council
:
—
Your commissioners submit their annual report with unusual
pleasure. The labors of our predecessors have at last borne
fruit, and what has heretofore been a question of hope and
faith has become a living and tangible reality. By means of
the improvements in the fishways at Lowell, Lawrence, and
Manchester, the salmon have returned to the upper waters of
the Merrimack and have been seen in the Pemigewasset in
large numbers, as will be shown by the letters which we shall
jDresently quote in evidence. The alterations in the fishways
Avhich have produced these results are as follows ; viz., the
fishway at Lawrence, which is the first one reached by the sal-
mon and shad on their way to their spawning-grounds, was cut
in halves at the middle of its length, and the lower half bent
backward till its discharge opened into the pool of water at the
foot of the fall caused by the dam, thus furnishing a passage to
the fish, who, having ascended the main channel of the river
until met by a positive barrier, naturally seek for the readiest
means of surmounting this obstacle.
This all-important fact was unknown or unheeded by many
of the builders of our earlier fishways, and expensive structures
have been built which delivered their small current of water so
far down the stream that no fish of usual and ordinary intelli-
gence considered it worth notice, but swam rapidly past it, in
face of the full current, until they reached the dam, around
which they sought in vain for a passage.
The alteration in the fishway at Lawrence, bringing its mouth
close to the foot of the dam, proved immediately successful, and
4
the fish of various kinds passed it at once, as shown by the fol-
lowing table, taken from the report of the Massachusetts com-
missioners and corroborated by the letters which we received
from Mr. E. B. Hodge, the fish-warden at Plymouth, and Mr.
Tomkinson, of Livermore Falls, from whom the commissioners
leased the land and springs for the state hatching-house, tO'
which we shall refer hereafter.
" The return of mature salmon to the waters of the Merritnack
this year commences a new era in the history of fish-culture in
this country. It is, therefore, with feelings of the greatest
pleasure that we are able to present the following condensed
report of Thomas S. Holmes, of what he found passing over
the Lawrence fishway during the past season : —





7. Suckers and alewives.
8. Suckers and alewives. Alewives seen above the dam,
9. Suckers and alewives. Run heavy.
10. Suckers and alewives. Run heavy.
11. Suckers.
12. Alewives and suckers. Run moderate.
13. Alewives and suckers. Run moderate.
14. Alewives and suckers. Run moderate.
15. Alewives, suckers, and lamper-eels. Run moderate.
16. Alewives and suckers. Run moderate.
17. Alewives, suckers, and lamper-eels. Run heavy.
18. Alewives, suckers, and lamper-eels. Run heavy. One
trout.
19. Lamper-eels, chubs, and suckers. Run moderate.
20. Lamper-eels, chubs, and suckers. Run heavy. One
black bass.
21. Alewives, chubs, suckers, lamper-eels. Run heavy.
22. Alewives, lamper-eels, a few chubs. Run heavy.
Three black bass.
May 23. Alewives, chubs, suckers, and lamper-eels. Run
heavy. Two black bass.
24. Alewives, chubs, and lamper-eels. Run heavy. One
trout.
25. Alewives and lamper-eels. Run heavy. Two black
bass, one large shad.
26. Alewives, chubs, and lamper-eels. Run heavy.
27. Alewives, chubs, and lamper-eels. Run heavy. Two
black bass.
28. Alewives, suckers, chubs, and shiners. Run heavy.
29. Alewives, lamper-eels, and suckers. Run heavy.
30. Alewives and lamper-eels.
31. Two 8 to 12 lb. salmon. Alewives, suckers, and
lamper-eels. Run heavy.
June I. Suckers and lamper-eels. Run light.
2. Two large shad. Alewives, suckers, and lamper-eels.
Run heavy.
3. Three large shad, two black bass. Alewives, suckers,
and lamper-eels. Run heav}^
4-
June 23. Three 12-lb. salmon.
24. Black bass and silver eels.
25. One I o-lb. salmon. Silver eels.
26. One 12-lb. salmon. Silver eels.
27. Alewives, suckers, and silver eels.
28. Two 8 to 10 lb. salmon. Silver eels.
29. One I o-lb salmon. Silver eels.
30. Silver eels. Alezvtves stopped running.
July I. One 12-lb. salmon. Silver eels.
2. Two 10 to 12 lb. salmon. Silver eels.
3. Two 10 to 12 lb. salmon. Silver eels.
4. Four 10 to 15 lb. salmon. Silver eels.
5. Silver eels.
6. Five salmon. Silver eels.
7. One salmon. Silver eels.
8. Silver eels.
9. One 12-lb salmon. Silver eels.
10. Silver eels.
11. Silver eels.
12. One 8-lb salmon. Silver eels. From this till the 23^^
710 salmon.
23. Three 8 to 12 lb salmon. Silver eels.
30. Two large salmon. Silver eels,
" In addition to the above record there was a full run of sal-
mon, which commenced Oct. 1 1 and ended Oct. 30. These
fish, so far as seen in the way, were from six to ten pounds in
weight. Much larger ones may have passed over, as Mr. R, R.
Holmes saw one, three feet long, near the hatching-house at
Plymouth, the first of November.
" The water was shut off from the fishway, for the purpose of
ascertaining what was in it, twice a day up to the fifth of July,
and after that but otice each day; this change being made in
consequence of the injury done to the salmon, which, as the
water shoaled in the way, became alarmed, ran in every direc-
tion, and often threw themselves against the sides with such
force as to become helpless.
" The closing of the way occupied about fifteen minutes each
time, leaving twenty-three and one-half hours out of the twenty-
four during which nothing is known of the kind or number of
hsh passing through it. As the sahnon did not loiter, but passed
quickly over, it is fair to conclude that hundreds passed up un-
noticed ; and this conclusion is contirmed by well-authenticated
reports of the large numbers seen at Manchester as well as all
along the Pemigewasset.
" Mr. Tomkinson, of Livermore Falls, counted twenty ascend-
ing the rapids in about two hours. Indeed, so common a thing
\va.s it to see them scaling the falls, that the White-Mountain
stage frequently stopped on the bridge to allow the passengers
to see them. Mr. White, of Boston, who spent the summer at
the Profile House, reports having seen, in one pool, thirteen
large salmon from two and one-half to three feet long.
" The report shows that forty-seven salmon were found in the
fishway during an examination of thirty minutes a day for twen-
ty-eight days. If we assume the running time at twelve hours
a day, the total number that passed over would be in this pro-
proportion, 47 X 24 = 1,128 salmon, to which must be added a
certain number that passed over in October. Taking the
weights as roughly estimated, we may say that about one in
seven Vvere rather small fish, of about eight pounds ; one in
seven were large fish, of fifteen pounds or more ; and the great
majority, or five in seven, were medium salmon, of ten or
twelve pounds.
"The following table will show the dates at which the batches
of parrs were put in the river and their respective ages up to
the spring of 1877 :
—
Put in the river.
were of the plant of 1873, because the sixteen thousand parrs
put in the year previous could not by any calculation have fur-
nished one-fifth of the adult salmon that returned in 1877."
"Plymouth, Feb. 22, 1878.
" Samuel Webber, Esq.:—
" Dear Sir :—It is with pleasure that I answer your inquiries
in regard to the salmon that came up the Pemigewasset river
this season. And at the same time allow me to congratulate
you upon the complete success that has attended the labors of
the Massachusetts and New-Hampshire commissioners in their
attempts to restock our beautiful river with the king of fish, the
sabno salar.
" The work is no longer an experiment, but an assured success,
as not a single salmon has been seen in the Pemigewasset un-
til this year, since the erection of the dam at Lawrence, some
thirty years ago. That they have returned this year in large
numbers is beyond a doubt. And this fact must be a source of
congratulation to the gentlemen who had charge of the work of
transferring the young fry from the hatching-house at Winches-
ter to the head waters of the Pemigewasset and Baker's rivers,
as they no doubt will remember the discouragement and even
ridicule they met with from the time they would leave Winches-
ter until the cans were emptied into the river. It is impossible
to say at what time the first salmon made their appearance at
Livermore's Falls, as no one was looking for them.
" On my return from New Brunswick, the last of June, I learned
that the salmon were passing the fishway at Lawrence. I im-
mediately requested the Messrs. Tomkinson at the falls to
watch for them. The first one was seen about the first of July
;
it was a full-grown fish about three feet in length, and for sev-
eral weeks following there was hardly a day but what they could
be seen in their endeavors to pass over the falls. I have count-
ed from eight to ten in an hour, but do not think they were dif-
ferent fish, for it was very seldom that one would pass the rapids
at the first attempt. Many of them would make leaps of ten to
fifteen feet and pass up, but, if they fell short of that, they would
be carried back into the pool below. It is impossible to say
how many passed the falls, but there must have been some hun-
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dreds. They were seen all along the river as far up as the
Woodstock dam, but, as far as I can learn, and I have made
careful inquiries, none have been seen above that point. The
young salmon went many miles above there this season.
" Full-grown fish, that is, from two to three feet in length, were
seen by many from the bridge in this village during July, and at
the falls as late as November.
" There must be more stringent measures taken to prevent the
destruction of the small salmon by fishermen, as they were
taken by hundreds this season. I remain,
" Respectfully yours,
"E. B. HODGE."
We have given Mr. Hodge's letter exactly as received, but
other advices lead us to believe that the heavy rains of the first
week of September, 1877, carried away so large a part of the
dam at Woodstock as to give a free passage to the large salmon,
thus allowing them to ascend the river nearly to the Profile
House, as stated in the report of the Massachusetts commis-
sioners.
Mr. Tomkinson's letter is interesting as giving positive de-
tails of his observations, and from it we quote as follows :
—
"The first of our seeing the salmon go up through the Liver-
more falls was in the early part of July, 1877, when our atten-
tion was called by Mr. Hodge to see if we could see any salmon
going up the falls. The first day we saw seven, at four different
times during the day, stopping only about ten to twenty minutes
each time ; this was the first day we began to look for them ;
we reported the same to every one that came along. Almost
every day afterward, for about six or seven weeks, there were
salmon seen. The largest number in one day (seen by my
brother) was twenty. I myself saw five go up in forty-five min-
utes. We never lost much time in watching them, as we could
not afford to lose any time, for we have so much work on hand.
I saw eleven on another day in about two hours. On another
day my brother saw seventeen in about two hours. We never
stopped a whole day to watch at one time, but state what we
have seen. The above were seen about the twentieth of July.
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The largest one my brother saw was nearly three feet long, and
he was within eight feet of it when he saw it. * * *
" Yours most truly,
"J. R. TOMKINSON."
We must now go back a little in our dates to connect the
thread of our story. Early in June we were notified by Mr.
Brackett, of the Massachusetts fish commission, that salmon
were passing the lishway at Lawrence.
The dam at Lowell had recently been rebuilt, discarding the
old lishway, but running the north end of the dam on to a gent-
ly sloping ledge in such a manner that it only needed to take
off one flashboard to leave an easy passage, ten feet wide, with
twelve or sixteen inches depth of water, over a fall of about the
same height ; and the fish found no dificulty in passing it, so that
on the thirteenth of June we were notified by Mr. Kidder, the keep-
er of the gates and locks of the Amoskeag company at Manches-
ter, that he had secured for us the first salmon seen at Amos-
keag Falls for thirty years. We had requested Mr. Kidder to
look out for the first fish that came up and let us know, and he
had done so literally. The fish was a male, apparently of four
years of age, two feet four inches in length, five and a half inches in
depth, and weighed eight pounds and five ounces.
Mr. Kidder unintentionally transgressed the law in his anx-
iety to please the commissioners, but his fine was settled by his
many friends in Manchester, and the salmon that followed were
allowed to pass " free of toll." Within a week from the capture
of this first one, a report was brought us by Conductor Colby,
of the Concord railroad, of a large salmon having been seen at
the mouth of Martin's brook, four miles above Manchester,
and almost daily after that date we heard of them farther and
farther up the Merrimack river.
For the first few days the openings of the old " Foster " fish-
way at Amoskeag Falls seemed to be inadequate, and ex-Gov.
Fred. Smyth, who was one of the earliest promoters of fishways
on the river, saw one large salmon try in vain to turn the corner
of the buckets ; but, on his report of his observations, we imme-
diately had all the openings enlarged to double their original



















and believe that after that alteration all the upward-bound lisb
passed freel}', as is shown by the reports which we have already
given from the upper waters of the river. The Amoskeag com-
pany, under the direction of E. A. Straw, prepared the material
for a new fishway on the " Brackett " plan last summer, but
were prevented from putting it in place by the early rains of
September, which have been so followed up as to keep a stage
of continual high water in the river up to the present time. We
give a plan, showing the arrangement of the proposed fishway,,
which Gov. Straw intends to put in place the first moment that
the water in the Merrimack is low enough to allow the workmen
to take hold of it, and, although the old one now in place seems
to have answered the purpose, we look for better results from
the new one.
The shad have not made their appearance to any extent at
Lawrence, mainly because there have been none put in the up-
per waters since 1873 and partially on account of the persistent
seining in the lower waters of the river.
Your commissioners procured this season, through the kindness
of Prof. Baird, United-States fish commissioner, 200,000 young
' shad from the hatching-works at Holyoke, Mass., of which they
placed 100,000 in the Winnipesaukee river above Tilton on the
twenty-fourth of July, and 100,000 in the Contoocook at Con-
toocookville on the twenty-eighth of the same month. The trans-
portation of these in the extremely hot weather was a somewhat
arduous undertaking, but, by telegraphing to Charlestown, N. H.,
from Holyoke (about half-way), a fresh supply of ice was procured
at that point, so that the greater part of the young fisli reached
their destination in perfect order.
If, as is supposed, three years brings the shad to maturity,
we shall hear from these fish in 1880. We propose, however,
to follow up the experiment this year and so long as we re-
main in office, hoping that the expiration of our term may be
gladdened by the sight of Merrimack-river shad in the upper
waters of the river.
The young salmon placed in the Pemigewasset and Baker'.s
rivers by Messrs. John McNeil and John H. George, in 1870,
have thriven finely. As the boys said, " The rivers were full of
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them," and many were caught last summer and disposed of to
the boarding-houses along tliese rivers, either ignorantly or in
willful violation of the laws.
Hearing of these facts, your commissioners visited Plymouth
and Campton on the sixteenth of July and ascertained for
themselves that it was scarcely possible to cast a fiy on any of the
pools of the river without hooking a young salmon, and on the
seventeenth went up Baker's river to Warren, where they re-
peated the experiment with the same result, catching in either
river several young salmon from four to six inches long, which
were all carefully returned to the river as soon as they were
identified as salmon.
We would here call attention to the distinctions between the
young salmon and the brook trout, by which the former may be
easily distinguished ; viz., a more slender form, more silvery
color, a forked tail, and larger pectoral fins, which are also of a
lighter color than those of the trout.
The yearling salmon has also the " parr markings," so called,
which are seen in yearling trout, being a series of dark bands
running transversely to the length of the fish and very much
like the bands on the common yellow perch. These disappear
at the second year, and the fish then becomes a " smolt" and
assumes the silvery color of the true salmon, losing the brilliant
red spots, like those of the trout, which he bears through the
" parr " stage of existence.
We give herewith cuts showing the appearance of the young
salmon and trout in the various stages from the ova to the
yearlings.
Freshly hatched Trout or Salmon, magnified and natural size, showing yolk-sac.
Egg, natural size.
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The following cut shows the growth of the young sahnon at
four different stages during the first year.
The next cut illustrates the yearling trout, full size.
We immediately had handbills printed on our return from this
trip of examination and circulated all through the villages on
these upper rivers, calling attention to the laws protecting the
salmon and to the penalty imposed on persons who violated
them, and believe, that, to some extent, we succeeded in stop-
ping the capture of these young fish, but in this, as in other
cases of willful violation of the laws, we need the full force of
public opinion to support us in enforcing the statutes.
We have among us, in every town and village, a class of
worthless " ne'er-do-weels," with few wants and no responsi-
bilities, content if they can secure their rum and tobacco, who
infest our forests and streams, killing every living thing they
can, provided it will fetch a price in the market, no matter if it
be a trout shedding its spawn or a woodcock hatching its eggs.
Fines are useless as penalties against their offenses, and we
have therefore reported to the commission in charge of the
revision of the statutes an amended game-law, in which impris-
onment is allowed to be substituted for fines in such cases as
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may be needed to reach these cowardly poachers and keep
them out of mischief for a season.
On this same trip we examined several sites for the proposed
state hatching-house and ponds, to be constructed jointly by the
states of Massachusetts and New Hampshire, and formed a
preference for the springs at Livermore Falls, in Holderness,
owned by the Messrs. Tomkinson ; which preference was con-
firmed by the full boards of both states, on the seventh of August,
and a lease taken from Wm. Tomkinson, of from five to six
acres of land, with copious springs, for ten years, with the right
of renewal for ten years longer, at the rent of $50 per annum.
On the tenth of August the lease and contracts were signed and
arrangements made for the construction of a hatching-house,
20x40 feet, with a vestibule. This was completed by the first of
October ; a two-inch iron pipe brought into it from the springs ;
hatching-troughs of the latest pattern, with wire-gauze trays, set
tip ; a dam built across the main outlet of the springs ; and a
series of storage ponds commenced.
Arrnngement of Hatching Troughs and Boxes.
The state of Massachusetts, through Commissioner Brackett,
was also active in the matter and commenced the excavation of
the ponds and also brought a four-inch iron pipe from Messrs.
Tomkinson's flume, so that we can control an ample supply of
river-water at any time, should the temperature of the springs,





Of the $r,ooo which the state generously appropriated for
this purpose, we have expended on the ^bove work $969.50,
leaving $30.50 to our credit ; and the state of Massachusetts
has so far expended $671.92, which she proposes to make up to
$1,000 this spring, in completing the excavation of the ponds.
We now ask for a further appropriation of $1,000 the coming
season, to be joined by as much more from Massachusetts, to
build a suitable cottage for the superintendent of the works,
complete the ponds, procure seines and such other apparatus as
will enable us to take the full-grown salmon on their way up
and secure our own spawn for another season, so that we may
get a fresh stock of genuine Merrimack-river salmon.
We also ask for an appropriation of $2,000, the same as last
year, for the general expenses of the commission. At the close
of our report will be found a statement of the amounts received
and expended by the commission, for the years 1876-7 and
1877-8, up to April I, 1878, with the balance left on hand at
the latter date, which will be sufficient to defray our expected
expenses for the balance of the fiscal year.
In addition to the shad-fry received from the United-States
commission, as above noted, we received from them, through Mr.
Livingston Stone, 100,000 eggs of the salmo quinnat, or Califor-
nia salmon, on the tenth of October, which were immediately
placed in the hatching-boxes at the new hatching-house, at Liv-
ermore Falls. Of this 100,000, 4,551, or 4}^ per cent, were
dead on arrival, and 3,898 failed to hatch, making a total loss of
8,449, or 8J'2 per cent. It is an interesting fact to contrast this
8^ per cent loss, by transportation across the continent and
artificial hatching, with the result of 8 per cent saved, which Mr.
Myron Green found, by actual experiment in digging up a natu-
ral spawning-bed on the McCloud river, to be the total amount
impregnated in the natural way.
Commissioner Powers, who took charge of the hatching-house
and received the eggs, aided by Mr. Robert R. Holmes, of Ware-
ham, Mass., in the employ of the Massachusetts commissioners,
estimates that the number sent us by the United-States commis-
sion was sufficiently in excess of the 100,000 to leave us the
latter amount in full as the net result, and these have been dis-
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tributed as follows: Jan. ii, 1878, 20,000 young fry in Baker's
river, at Plymouth
; Jan. 14, 1878, 20,000 in the Contoocook river,
one mile below Hillsborough Bridge
; Jan. 12, 1878, 60,000 in the
Pemigewasset river, opposite the hatching-house. The examin-
ations of the past year have shown us that the young fish placed
in these rivers in 1876 had found their way many miles up these
rivers from the places where they were planted, and we are con-
fident that those of this year will do the same if they live at all
in our New-England waters, a question which is yet to be settled,
although it is satisfactorily proved that these fish are thriving in
the Delaware, Susquehanna, and other rivers of the Middle and
Southern states where they have been placed, as well as in the
great lakes of the interior.
Next year, as we have said, we propose to catch our own
spawners and also, if possible, to obtain a fresh supply of Pe-
nobscot eggs, the great increase of salmon due to the operations
of the past years on that river rendering it probable that the
United-States government will resume operations at Bucksport,
and we shall probably try another 100,000 of the California eggs.
In addition to the above, we have received from the United-
States commission 20,000 land-locked oxfresh-water salmon eggs,
which are now being hatched at the Massachusetts hatching-
house by the kindness of Mr, Brackett, as well as 15,000 eggs
of the "blue-backed" trout, or charr, from the Rangeley lakes,
which were presented to us by the Maine commissioners, and
5,000 eggs of the McCloud-river, or California, trout, which we
purchased from Mr. Frank N. Clark, of Northville, Mich. These
trout grow to ten pounds in weight, and will, we believe, prove a
valuable addition in stocking some of our smaller rivers, as the
Pemigewasset, Baker's, Saco, and the Ammonoosuc, among which
we propose to divide them, hoping that they may be spared for
the full term of five years by the fishermen, who will easily dis-
tinguish them from the native trout by the absence of the char-
acteristic red spots which mark the latter.
The blue-backed trout we shall distribute, as well as the land-
locked salmon, among such waters as seem most adapted for
their growth and preservation. The former as well as the latter
have been found to be an excellent table-fish and readilv caught
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in June and July with a long line and ordinary bait in deep
water. The land-locked salmon which we received in 1877
were distributed as follows :—
May 9, Tri-Echo lake, Milton, 2,000.
May 9, Lovewell's pond, Wakefield, 1,000.
May 8, Squam lake, 1,000.
May 8, Sunapee lake, 700.
May 8, Blaisdell's pond, Sutton, 200.
May 9, Stocker pond, Grantham, 200.
May 9, Star pond, Springfield, 500.
In addition to the above work, other fish have been dis-
tributed as follows, by Mr, Hayes : —
May 31, 1877, Policy pond, Salem and Windham, twenty-
Bine black bass.
May 31, 1877, Wash pond, Hampstead, twenty-nine black
bass.
June 9, 1877, Province pond, Wakefield and Effingham,
fifty black bass.
August 15, 1877, Ayer's pond, Barrington, fifty black bass.
August 29, 1877, Jones' pond, Raymond, forty-three black
bass.
Sept. 7, 1877, Pennichuck pond, Hollis and Nashua, twenty-
five black bass.
Sept. 19, 1877, Reservoir pond, Kittery navy yard, twenty-
nine black bass.
Sept. 19, 1877, Cocheco river, Rochester, fifty-five black
bass.
Sept. 21, 1877, Silver lake, Madison, thirty black bass.
Sept. 24, 1877, Chocorua lake, Tamworth, thirty-five black
bass.
Sept. 24, 1877, Great Ossipee lake, Ossipee, thirty-one black
bass.
Sept. 25, 1877, Cole's pond, Somersworth, thirty-two black
bass.
Sept. 25, 1877, New Durham river, eighteen black bass.
Sept. 25, 1877, Half-Moon pond, Alton, thirty-two black bass.




to procure the shad whose distribution we have noted, and after-
ward took the charge of the operations at Livermore Falls,
where he remained until the young salmon were distributed.
We have carried black bass as far as practicable to the ponds
which we have been requested to stock, but have yet some de-
mands unfilled, which we intend to answer as soon as the bass
can be obtained for the purpose. These are principally for the
ponds in the southern portion of the state, now containing only
pickerel, perch, and shiners, and the black bass will be an im-
provement ; but we are confirmed in the opinion expressed in
our last report that it is not the best plan to distribute them too
freely or to put them into waters where any lish of the trout
family will thrive.
The bass are distributing themselves faster than we can do
it, and the Connecticut river is already so well stocked in the
neighborhood of the mouth of the Sugar river, the outlet of
Sunapee lake, as to have afforded excellent fishing last sum-
mer, the writer having known of " strings " of from thirty to
forty fine fish being taken in a day at Charlestown, where he
spent several weeks at different times during the later summer
and autumn.
They are also becoming common in the Merrimack, although
the fishing in Massabesic lake, from which they have escaped,
has not, for some reason or other, been very successful. Still
there have probably been over two thousand pounds of bass
taken from Massabesic the past season, one particularly skillful
angler having reached over two hundred pounds, among which
was one fish of six and a half pounds ; and the writer saw the
same person bring in a string of seven one evening, which
would probably have averaged three pounds each, the largest of
them which he weighed scaling four pounds and eleven ounces.
The fishing in Sunapee has also been good, but the increase in
the Great East pond of Wakefield and Tri-Echo lake of Mil-
ton has been enormous. Once planted and let alone for five
years, these fish will take care of themselves, and need but lit-
tle protection ; but we shall make no further distribution, ex-
cept by request of persons who desire to have ponds in their
neighborhood stocked with them.
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The writer of this report spent the first week in March at
Fishkill Landing, on the Hudson river, where he made the ac-
cjaintance of Mr. W. G. Van Buskirk, the master mechanic of
the Dutchess & Columbia railroad, who has paid a great deal of
attention to the habits of the bass and who fully confirms our
previous ideas as to their voracity and pugnacity. Mr. Van
Buskirk told the writer that he had repeatedly seen them
" drive " pickerel of twice their size and says they will whip
any fish of their weight that swims.
He also stated, that, to the best of his knowledge, the female
bass would not take the hook during the spawning season, and said
he had himself experimented on them by tempting a large bass,
who was hovering over her spawning-bed, successively with live
bait and grub-worms, the only result being that the bass took
the bait gently in her mouth and carried it outside of the nest,
where she dropped it. He then dropped a bare hook and sinker
into the nest, and she quietly took up the sinker and carried
them out and dropped them as before.
He stated that the bass attacked the pickerel by cutting their
throats, a statement which is in some measure confirmed by the
observation of a son of the writer, who, while boating on Con-
necticut river last summer, in the neighborhood of a long, rocky
ledge which forms the Vermont bank for some distance and
seems to be a favorite haunt of the bass, saw two quite good-
sized pike floating down stream with their throats torn open by
some unknown enemy. It may not be generally known that
the Connecticut river has been stocked to some extent, for a long
time, with the Lake-Champlain pike, or northern pickerel (not
the muskallonge), which escaped from a pond at Northfield,
Vt., stocked by the late Gov. Paine, in a heavy freshet
in 1840 ; and these fish have been caught in the eddy
below the fall at Bellows Falls, weighing as high as seventeen
pounds. These pike had, to a great extent, exterminated all
the smaller fish in the river, but have now got to contest their
claim to sovereignty of the waters with the bass, whose acci-
dental advent is so far desirable, though it remains to be seen
what the result will be when we succeed in getting salmon and
shad again into the uj^per waters of the Connecticut, which we
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shall not attempt to do until the legislature of Connecticut
gives us some hope of aid in this matter. The following ex-
tract from the report of the Massachusetts commissioners ex-
plains the present position of matters in regard to that river
;
and, until the Connecticut law-makers take hold in good earnest
and correct these abuses, we shall confine our labors to the
Merrimack and its tributaries.
" Coimedicnt River.
" We closed our report last year with an earnest appeal to the
commissioners of Connecticut to see to it that this state was
fairly dealt with. We regret to say that there appears to have
been no action on the part of their legislature looking to a res-
toration of our rights. The commissioners of this state, through
the assistance of Seth Green, established an easy and certain
method of increasing shad by artificial cultivation. By this and
other means, we, in connection with the commissioners of Con-
necticut, made shad more plenty than they had been for half a
century. This appears to have been our ruin. It made fishing
profitable. Hundreds of people on the lower part of the river
rushed into it. The legislature, which had promised by its acts
to restrict the pounds at the mouth of the river, repealed the
laws regulating them. The fishermen clamored for an extension
of time, and the state granted the right to fish until the twenty-
fifth of June, at which time all migratory fish have entered the
river. In addition to a large number of seines, an army of gill-
nets is permitted to patrol the river, day and night. And last,
not least, a law has been passed allowing the capture of all
adult salmon, which gives them no chance to reach their spawn-
ing-grounds when they return. It looks a good deal as if their
fishermen owned, not only their seining-grounds, but the legisla-
ture also. It is, to say the least, a most singular specimen of
political economy for a state to appoint able commissioners
and appropriate money to encourage a great and important in-
dustry, and then, on the first tide of success, to virtually surren-
der it into the hands of a class ignorant of the first principles
of fish culture, proverbially reckless of the future, and oblivious
of the rights of other states. The result of all this is, that,
22
while the fishermen below have reaped a rich harvest, ours have
not paid expenses. Our seining-grounds are valueless.
" In 1873, C. C. Smith, at South Hadley Falls, reported taking
92,065,000 shad-spawn, while this year less than three million
could be obtained ; and, where he caught, three and four years
ago, from 10,000 to 15,000 shad, this season only 2,674 have
been taken, and this is better than most of the seiners have
done. The great spawning-grounds of the shad are in this
state : without them the fisheries of the Connecticut would be
of small value. We have appealed to the state of Connecticut
to restore our rights, and we have appealed in vain. We there-
fore respectfully refer this matter to the legislature for consid-
eration. With the exception of the scarcity of shad in these two
rivers, the cause of which has been fully explained, there has
been a general increase of the fisheries throughout the state
during the year."
Your commissioners have had numberless appeals from the
towns around Lake Winnipesaukee in regard to the unlawful
practice of spearing lake trout on their spawning-beds, and ac-
cordingly they met and consulted, with many prominent gentle-
men of the town, at Laconia on the sixteenth of October, 1877,
the result of the meeting being to pass a vote in accordance
with an act of the last legislature, prohibiting all fishing in the
lake and its adjacent and connecting waters for two months,
from October 20 to December 20, which we have reason to be-
lieve was at least partially respected.
There is, however, a general misunderstanding in regard to
the powers and duties of the fish commissioners so far as regards
the fish indigenous to our waters. The inhabitants around Lake
Winnipesaukee expect us to appoint and pay fish-wardens to
protect the lake trout. It is a matter which does not come with-
in the scope of our commissions, except that we have power
to appoint fish-wardens whenever the towns interested fail to do
so, and, by the act of the legislature of the nineteenth of July,
1877, to close any waters in which fish have been planted, for a
space of time not exceeding one year, and it was only from the
fact that we had placed shad in the Winnipesaukee river last
summer that we were enabled to pass the vote which we
did.
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We have no authority to expend, or cause to be expended, one
cent for the protection of any tish indigenous to our waters, our
powers being limited to the expenditure of money for restocking
our rivers with "salmon, shad, and alewives," and the introduc-
tion of " bass, white fish, land-locked salmon, and any other de-
sirable fish " to our waters and the necessary examinations of
the same.
It should be understood, that the inhabitants of towns, inter-
•ested in the preservation of the native fish in their adjacent wa-
ters, must attend to this matter themselves, appoint their own
fish-wardens, and provide for their compensation ; and we have
recommended to the committee on the revision of the statutes
the insertion of a clause making the appointment of fish-war-
dens by the towns obligatory instead of permissive.
We have, by request, api^ointed the following gentlemen as
wardens, in cases where the towns had taken no action in the
matter :—
William O. White, of Lake Village, Gilford.
James A. Ward, of Lake Village, Gilford.
Smith A. Dockham, of Lake Village, Gilford.
D. M. Rowe, of Lake Village, Gilford.
J. F. Moulton, Laconia.
John S. James, Laconia.
Herbert S. Young, Laconia.
John Webster, Gilford.
Rufus L. Bean, Gilford, Weirs Village.
John Nichols, Laconia.
R. S. Moses, Meredith.
John D. Morrison, Tuftonborough.
John D. Rust, South Wolfeborough.
John L. Tilton, Lake Village.
Benjamin R. Peaslee, Lake Village.
John Nichols, Laconia.
Frank P. Jewett, Laconia.
J. H. Thompson, Laconia.
O. Piper, Meredith.
George P. Miller, Alton.
Edwin Rollins, West Alton.
All for Lake Winnipesaukee and the connecting waters.
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A. B. Farrar, of Hollis, for Hollis, Nashua, and Merrimack.
E. B. Hodge, of Plymouth, for Plymouth, Holderness, and Ash-
land.
Charles Mafifit, of Lisbon, for Lisbon and Littleton.
Samuel T. Hoit, of Warren,
George S. Cummings, of Haverhill.
Charles W. Peaslee, Hampstead.
Peter Bennett, 2d, Wentworth's Location.
George Flint, Wentworth's Location.
John A. Holt, Raymond.
John D. Salvage, Tamworth.
Henry A. Jameson, Somersworth.
Stephen Holt, West Epping.
Henry O, Huntress, Barnstead Centre.
David T. Cutter, North Barrington.
Daniel Cutter, North Barrington.
George W. Jackson, North Barrington.
Elisha E. Locke, North Barrington.
Joseph Watson, Newmarket.
Walter O. Shute, Newmarket.
John B. Page, Newmarket.
The latter three for the Great Bay and its tributaries.
We have made several other suggestions in regard to the fish-
laws to the committee on revision, which, we trust, will be
adopted by them and by the legislature.
We were unsuccessful in procuring the white perch, which we
expected this winter, to stock Sunapee and Massabesic, and
have made no further attempt to procure pike-perch from Cana-
da, but shall probably make one more trip there this spring ; and
we propose this season to examine the upper part of the state
more thoroughly, with the view of spreading our importations
of the varieties of the pout and salmon family as widely as pos-
sible in suitable waters.
Thus far, we have spoken mainly of our own state, but at the
latest advices twenty-seven (27) states and territories had en-
gaged in fish culture, and from all of them we receive the most
encouraging reports of success. Their appropriations for this
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purpose have varied from $1,500 to $10,000 per annum, and
many of the states have constructed complete and expensive
hatching-houses and ponds. New York, Maryland, Wisconsin,
and Ohio have been very liberal in this matter.
We quote from several of their recent reports as follows : —
Maine says : " The salmon fisheries of the state have been
largely productive, that of the Penobscot being reported as
greater than for the last twenty-five years. The take of alewives
in those parts of the state where fishways have been provid-
ed and the fish protected was likewise very large and remune-
rative. The most gratifying feature of this year's experience is
the wide interest awakened in the state in fish culture among
all classes, as evidenced in the extensive demand for brook
trout, land-locked salmon, and black bass to stock waters
for private enterprises, as well as for towns and counties.
The black bass we apply in all cases as an antidote to
the worthless pickerel. It costs more to feed a pickerel
than any other fish ; it costs more to make a pound of pickerel
than a pound of any other fish. The pickerel consumes every-
thing that swims or that it can swallow. It is very destructive
to young water-fowl.
" For the last four or five years, large numbers of young sal-
mon have made their appearance in the Penobscot river below
Bangor. Even the Kenduskeag river, below Morse & Co.'s
mill, has been full of them. Large numbers have been taken
this year below the dam of the Holly water-works at Treat's
Falls and in Barr's brook, by both men and boys. In dipping
for smelts in Brewer, sixty young salmon were picked from
among the captured smelts in the course of two hours and re-
turned to the water. They were recognized by an intelligent
bystander and their distinctive marks pointed out, when all
parties immediately took a deep interest in protecting them.
One man, in fishing for suckers in the Kenduskeag, with coarse
line and baited hook sunk on the bottom, caught sixteen young
salmon in two hours, and carefully returned them to the water
again. The Bangor Conwiercial says : ' On visiting his weir,
yesterday, in Marsh river, Mr. Reuben Hopkins found one hun-
dred and forty young salmon in it, varying from eight inches to
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one foot. He turned them all loose in the river. We learn
that these young salmon are found in all the weirs in the river in
large numbers.'
" The salmon fishery of the Penobscot is estimated to be the
largest for many years, so much beyond the product of years
past as to leave no doubt in the minds of the most incredulous,
that the work of restoration by planting and protection is an
entire and unmistakable success. Many of the salmon were of
very large size.
" Of one of the large fishes, the following paragraph cut from
the Belfast yoiirnaI\N\\\ be read with interest, as conveying some
important facts in relation to their growth and habits : ' In our
issue of May 3 we made mention of a very large salmon caught
at Cape Jellison, Stockton, by Josiah Parsons, and purchased
by Frank Collins of this city. The fish measured fifty inches
in length and weighed thirty-three and one-half pounds. At-
tached to the fish was a metallic tag, numbered " 1019," indi-
dicating that it was one liberated from the Bucksport breeding-
works. The tag was forwarded to Mr. Atkins, the superintend-
ent of the works, who keeps a record of all fish used for spawn-
ing purposes and then liberated. We now chronicle the record of
the fish as learned from a letter from Mr. Atkins to Mr. Collins.
He writes that the salmon was liberated at Bucksport, Nov. 10,
1875. It was a female fish, thirty-nine and one-half inches in
length, and yielded five pounds and six ounces of spawn, or
about 16,000 eggs. After spawning it weighed sixteen pounds.
He judges that in the preceding May (1875) the fish weighed
twenty-five pounds. Thus the fish in two years had grown
nearly an additional foot in length and eight and a half pounds
in weight. One important fact in the habits of the salmon has
been demonstrated by the use of these tags, and that is, that
the fish, after it becomes large, does not visit the river every
year, as was formerly supposed, but only every second year.
Those liberated in the Penobscot in 1873 were caught again in
1875, and those let loose in 1875 are now being caught. One
dollar premium is paid for every tag thus found. Among
others of the large fish, one was taken at Veazie by Mr. Albert
Spencer, weighing thirty-eight pounds. The salmon presented
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by our worthy mayor, Dr. A. C. Hamlin, to Mayor Prince, of
Boston, and which was captured at Sandy Point on the Penob-
scot, was said to have weighed forty pounds when first taken.
A very good run of sahnon has visited the St. Croix the last
year.'
" In 1873 some thousands of young sahnon were turned
loose by us in the St. Croix at Vinceboro. In 1874 50,000 fry
were hatched and turned into Dobsis stream for us by the
courtesy of the Hon. Harvey Jewell, of the Dobsis club. The
inference is but fair that these contributions to the stock of the
river had a marked influence in adding to the number that con-
stituted the good run of this year."
From Connecticut we learn that, " about a dozen salmon,
weighing each from nine to eighteen pounds, have been taken
in the Connecticut river or the ponds to the west of its mouth,
during the past season, but no information has been given your
commissioners of even one having succeeded in passing above
Portland. Great numbers of the young, from one to three years
old, in good condition, have been seen in different parts of the
river, and some have been taken, specimens of which have been
shown to your commissioners." It is the pounds and gill-nets at
the mouth of the river which have rendered all labors on the
Connecticut useless, and, until the legislature of Connecticut
abolishes them and gives the fish an opportunity to ascend the
river, neither Massachusetts nor New Hampshire proposes to
spend any money in stocking that stream.
Commissioner Ferguson, of Maryland, says : " To us in
Maryland, of more importance, is the re-appearance in the Del-
aware of salmon of both varieties, the salmo salar, of the North
Atlantic, and the salmo quinnat, of the Pacific. I have received
authenticated accounts of the capture of one weighing eight and
a half pounds, at Newcastle ; one w^eighing eight and a quarter
pounds, at Riverton ; and one weighing nine pounds, taken be-
tween Bordentown and Trenton ; and have myself seen a large
female Penobscot salmon, with the mature eggs running from
her, which was taken at Easton in the act of spawning ; and
there have been several others reported, even weighing as high
as twenty pounds. These indications of the successful introduc-
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tion of salmon into the Delaware, commenced two years prior to
the establishment of a fish commission in Maryland, strengthen
our hopes and confidence in the result of our efforts. More im-
portant to us still than the accumulated evidences of the laws
which govern the migrations of the salmon, are the proofs which
have been added during the year, that these laws are as surely
applicable to the migrations of the shad." We cannot spare
space to quote farther from the very full and interesting report
of Major Ferguson and can only say that the hatching-house at
Druid Hill Park is working very successfully on salmon and
trout, while outside the commissioners are devoting their chief
attention to shad and smelts, with every prospect of success,
which another year will manifest, in all probability.
Commissioner Moseley, of Virginia, says : " In the fall of 1876,
our limited means being devoted to trout and land-locked sal-
mon, we turned over the state's quota of California eggs to the
Maryland commission. In return, that commission hatched and
deposited, of young salmon, during the winter of 1876-77, in the
Shenandoah, 78,400; in Occoquan, 16,000; and in Goose Creek>
Loudoun, 32,000. Besides, a very large portion of the above
hatch was deposited in other tributaries of the Potomac, in the
fish of which stream the people of this state have a common in_
terest. It is no longer deemed a problem that this salmon will
flourish in our waters and return by instinct to the stream in
which it spent its infancy. Several have been caught in the
Delaware and Susquehanna rivers (the first streams in which
they were placed), weighing from ten to fifteen pounds. In May
last a fish weighing four pounds was caught in James river, at
Bosher's dam, nine miles above Richmond. The fisherman,
never having seen such a fish before, brought it to Manchester,
where gentlemen familiar with the salmonidce recognized it as
one of that family. No doubt it was a California grilse, one of
the lot put in James river in 1874-5, at Lynchburg, by Dr. Rob-
ertson, which had straggled back before its time. It is probable
that more of them may make their appearance next spring. Of
the large number of these fish placed in James river by the com-
mission, in the winter of 1875-6, we hear that early in April last
several were caught, from nine to ten inches long, twelve miles
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above Norfolk. They were said to be moving in solid column
and with great rapidity oceanward, and only the few that fell
out of line were captured in fyke-nets."
We have not yet received the last report of the commissioners
for New York, but we learn from other sources that the accli-
matization of salt-water fish in Lake Ontario has been very suc-
cessful. Prof. Baird writes that quite a number of salmon have
been taken in Lake Ontario, and one of nine pounds weight
returned to the Canadian hatching establishment and spawned
there, proving that they will not only live and grow but propa-
gate in fresh water.
Forest andStream says : " Syracuse papers of the tenth inst. are
congratulating Mr. Seth Green upon accumulating evidence of
his success in cultivating shad in Lake Ontario. Very recently
a fine male shad, weighing five and a half pounds, was caught in
a gill-net, six or seven miles out in Lake Ontario, off Port On-
tario, at the mouth of Salmon river. The fish is the largest of
its kind yet caught in the lakes and is one of those placed in its
waters by Mr. Green in the year 1872. The attempt to intro-
duce this fish in fresh water was an experiment. It is now no
longer in the list of experiments, but a matter of certainty. The
iish have been caught at various points on the lake ever since
the fry were put in and appear to grow as rapidly and possess
all the qualities of the shad that are caught from salt water.
Mr. Green now intends to go on with the work of supplying the
lake with a large quantity of shad by liberating fry."
We also find in Forest and Stream of March 14, 1878, the fol-
lowing letter : —
"Peekskill, N. Y., March 11, 1878.
" I wish to mention the capture of a salmon, a true sahno salar,
in the Hudson, about two miles north of our village. It was
taken on the Flats this morning, near the mouth of Snake-Hole
creek, just below lona island, in an ordinary seine, while its
captors were hauling for perch and other small fish. It meas-
ured thirty-three inches in length and weighed but eight and a
half pounds, being in very poor condition and presenting the
appearance of having recently spawned. Small fish of this spe-
cies have been taken through the ice during the past winter in
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T-nets, but nothing approached this in size. I regret my ina-
bility to forward you the fish, but it was disposed of before I saw
it. Am I justified in supposing it to be one of the fry intro-
duced into the upper part of our river a few years since ? "
This confirms the observations of Mr. Atkins, that the salmon
which spawn in the fall and winter of each year return to the
salt water the year following and again return to the fresh water
the next year ; so that, while one stock of spawners will ascend
the rivers in the even years, as in 1874, 1876, 1878, etc., another
body of fish comes up in 1875, 1877, 1879, etc.
New Jersey makes a very favorable report of the general
progress of fish culture. Shad are increasing in numbers, and
very greatly in size and quality ; and salmon have made their
appearance in the Delaware, as mentioned by the Maryland
commissioners, nine having been taken this year, though their
report does not say whether they were Penobscot or California
salmon, both of which have been planted. Two were taken at
Newcastle in May, two at Riverton in May, one between Bor-
dentown and Trenton in May, two at the Delaware Water Gap
in October, one in October at Carpenter's Point, the extreme
north-west corner of New Jersey, and one in the Bushkill in No-
vember. " The fisherman who took the two at the ' Gap,' was
ignorant of the species till informed by Mr. A. A. Anderson.
The taking of the five last mentioned, in the fall, and so far up
stream, some sixty or one hundred miles above tide, shows that
they were seeking sjDawning-grounds at the head-waters of the
river, and, if of the California variety, except the last, at the
usual season of their spawning. Whether others have been
taken by persons ignorant of their kind, we know not. It is
fair to suppose, however, that not all those that returned from
the sea were taken. Many, measuring from six to twelve inches,
have also been caught the past season with the hook."
The commissioners also report an enormous increase from
the black bass that they have previously distributed in various
waters and excellent fishing obtained from this source. They
have distributed nearly 10,000 of these fish this year, besides
4,230,000 shad-fry, 400,000 smelts, and 250,000 California sal-
mon, and are now earnestly at work on fishways.
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Iowa has distributed 90,000 Penobscot salmon of tlie crop of
1875-6 and 25,000 California salmon, in various lakes in her bor-
ders, and hatched 800,000 lake trout. Her commissioners placed
in the Des Moines river, in 1874, 110,000 young shad ; in 1875,
90,000; and 150,000 in 1876. They give letters from different
parts of the state, regarding the growth of the California salmon
in fresh water, as follows : —
" L. D. Butler, of Woodbine,writes March 23,1877 : ' The Cali-
fornia salmon planted in our streams last February, a year ago,
are now from seven to nine inches long. One of the former
plant was caught that weighed one and a half pounds.'
"A. A. Mosher, of Spirit Lake, writes March 13, 1877 : 'The
fish you sent us last year are doing wonderfully well. They are
now about seven inches long and take to these waters.'
" Large numbers of letters and newspaper paragraphs of this
kind are in the possession o^ the commissioners, and these are
given only as samples, while great numbers of people have given
testimony as to having seen and caught the young fish.
" Mr. E. Bush, station-agent, reports the catching of a dozen
salmon, weighing two and a half pounds each, in the north fork
of the Maquoketa.
" The principal of the high school at Marion reports catching
a half-dozen, weighing from one and a half to two pounds each.
" Dr. French reports having seen one at Davenport that would
weight two and three-fourths pounds.
" George Brown caught two in the Wapsic that would weigh
one and a half pounds each.
" Mrs. H. Ruble has in her pond at North McGregor a number
of Penobscot salmon, three years old, some individuals of which
will, it is estimated, weigh ten pounds. They have never been
out of the pond they are now in, and, notwithstanding their con-
finement in fresh water, are perfectly healthy and hearty and as
fine a sight as it is possible to conceive of."
Wisconsin has distributed 1,736,000 lake-trout fry, and
6,295,000 white fish, 67,500 California salmon, and 179,000
brook trout ! She is thoroughly interested in the business of
fish culture and appropriated $10,000 last year for that purpose.
Her commissioners say : "The state has a thoroughly efficient
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co-worker in Mr. N. K. Fairbank, of Chicago, who is interested
in Geneva lake, where he has a summer residence. He has
centralized his labors upon that lake. This is the third season
that Mr. Fairbank has pursued fish propagation upon a large
scale. He has deposited in Lake Geneva nearly 9,000,000
young food fishes, as follows: In 1875, 17,000 Oswego bass;
in 1876, 250,000 lake trout, 112,000 white fish, 50,000 brook
trout, 1,500,000 pike-perch, 20,000 California salmon ; in 1877,
1,000,000 lake trout, 100,000 white fish, 4,500,000 pike-perch,
100,000 California salmon, and ioS,ooo brook trout ! For this
season he has successfully hatched 200,000 California salmon,
which are now lively minnows an inch in length.
" The result of his labors and expenditures is watched for with
deep interest throughout the North-west. His experiments will
solve the problem whether the California salmon, which is a sea-
going fish, can be successfully raised in our inland lakes. Of
this fish, we have now in our ponds 600 of the hatch of three
years ago. They are growing finely and promise to attain sev-
eral pounds weight each. As yet they have yielded no spawn,
and we are not aware that spawn has been taken from those
artificially raised." This latter remark is, however, controverted
by the salmon taken in Lake Ontario before referred to, which
spawned in the Canadian hatching-house.
The report of Kentucky has not yet come to hand, but the
report of Iowa states, that " shad were caught at several places
on the Ohio river, the most notable case being at Louisville,
Ky., where the catch during the run was reported at from forty
to one hundred per day." This was in May and June, 1877,
and a letter from Prof, Spencer F. Baird, United-States commis-
sioner, to Forest and Stream^ vouches for the fact that " a speci-
men sent him was the genuine white shad." Other letters to
Forest and Stream state that 600, genuine Atlantic shad were
caught at Louisville during the season and trace them to the
young fry planted by Seth Green in 1872 ; viz., 30,0000 in the
Alleghany river, at Salamanca, N, Y., and 25,000 in the Missis-
sippi river, near St. Paul ; and 200,000 planted by the United-
States commissioner in July, 1872, also at Salamanca. " In 1873
100,000 shad-fry were placed in Greenbrier and New rivers, in
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Virginia, and about 55,000 in the Monongaliela, in Pennsylva-
nia, and tlie Wabash, in Indiana; and these mayor may not
have contributed toward the supply met with at Louisville. The
latter is possible, if the assumption of a four years' period is
correct. If five years are required, then we must look to the
stock of 200,000 in 1872 exclusively."
—
Prof. Baird^s Letter to
Forest afid Stream.
California sends us a most interesting report, which we re-
gret that we cannot copy in full. We extract as follows : " The
salmo quinnat readily adapts itself to a life in fresh water and
reproduces its kind where it has no opportunity to go to the
ocean. When the dams were constructed on the small streams
that go to make the reservoirs of San Andreas and Pillarcitos,
which supply the city of San Francisco with fresh water, as also
when the dam was constructed on the San Leandro to supply
the city of Oakland, the young of the salmon that had spawned
the year previous to the erection of these dams remained in the
reservoirs and grew to weigh, frequently, as much as ten pounds
;
these reproduced, until the reservoirs have been stocked. As
the supply of fish increased, the quantity of food lessened, so
that the salmon have gradually decreased in weight, until now,
after nine years, they do not average more than two pounds.
From the fact, that, when food was in abundance, they grew to
weigh from eight to twelve pounds, and that, as they increased
in numbers, they averaged less in size but still continued to
spawn and produce young fish, it would seem that the Sacra-
mento salmon may be successfully introduced into large lakes in
the interior of the continent, where, in consequence of dams or
other obstructions, they would be prevented from reaching the
ocean. The history of this fish in these small reservoirs shows
that all that is requisite for their successful increase is the abun-
dant supply of food to be found in larger bodies of fresh water.
Salmon fully mature, weighing two pounds, and filled with ripe
eggs, were taken in September, 1877, '^^ the waters of San-Lean-
dro reservoir. These fish were hatched in the stream which
supplies the reservoir and by no possibility had ever been to
the ocean. The San Leandro is a coast stream, not exceeding
fifteen miles in length, and empties into the bay of San Fran-
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Cisco, and contains water in the winter and spring, at which
time, before the reservoir was constructed, the sahnon sought
its sources for the purpose of spawning. There was never suf-
ficient water in the months of August or September to permit
the fish to reach their spawning-ground. After the construction
of the reservoir, large numbers of sahnon that came in from the
ocean in January and February were caught at the foot of the
dam and transported aHve and placed in the reservoir above.
The descendants of these fish thus detained in fresh water and
not permitted to go to the ocean have so far modified the habits
of their ancestors that they now spawn in September instead of
January and February. Inasmuch as these fish spawn in the
McCloud, in the head-waters of the Sacramento, and at the
source of the San Joaquin in the Sierra Nevada, in September,
and in the short coast-range rivers in January and February,
and as, when changed to other waters, their eggs ripen at a time
when the conditions of their new homes are most favorable foJ^
reproduction, they show a plastic adaptability, looking to their
future distribution, of much practical as well as scientific import-
ance.
" These statistics, hereafter given, of the temperature of the
water through which the Sacramento and San-Joaquin salmon
pass to reach their spawning-grounds, show that they swim for
hundreds of miles through the second hottest valley in the
United States, during the hottest portion of the year, where the
mean temperature of the air is 92° Fahr., and of the water 75*^
Fahr. These statistics have been obtained from the record
kept by the Central Pacific railroad company, and are for the
months of August and September of the years 1875, 1S76, and
1877. They are of importance as showing that the Sacramento
salmon will enter rivers, for spawning purposes, where the water
is so warm that the eastern salmon (salmo salar), if it were to
meet it, would turn back to the ocean. They are also of im-
portance as illustrating the probability that there are many
streams on the Atlantic coast, from the Potomac to the Rio
Grande, into which this fish could be successfully introduced."
There were taken from various points on the Sacramento and
San-Joaquin rivers, to San Francisco and Sacramento, salmon
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in various states, fresh, cured, and canned, 5,194,851 pounds of
salmon during the year 1877, of which about three-fifths, or
3,100,000, were fresh, "loose salmon," as they are called in the
report. In regard to shad they say as follows : —
" Shad, in their season, are becoming quite numerous in the
Sacramento river. The experiment of their importation to this
coast has resulted satisfactorily. The river is of proper tem-
perature and furnishes an abundance of food for the young fish
before they go to the ocean. There can be no doubt that the
first shad brought from the Hudson river in 187 1 have been to
the ocean, returned, and spawned. No shad were placed in
this river during the years 1874 and 1875. Yet shad two years
old were quite numerous this year, and they must have been
the product of the first importation.
" It may be safely asserted that we now have shad born in the
Sacramento. As it is illegal to take this fish prior to December
of this year, probably there has been no systematic fishing for
them, yet numbers have been accidentally caught in traps and
nets
;
probably not less than 1000 were thus taken during the
winter and spring of 1877. They return from the ocean at an
earlier season of the year than in the northern Atlantic states,
in this respect corresponding to the periods when they return
to the rivers of South Carolina and Georgia. The first re-
ported this year were taken in Sonoma creek, Jan. 6 ; the latest,
two at Sacramento, June 20. These latter were full-grown fish,
a male and female, on their return to the ocean after having
visited their spawning-grounds. There were placed in the Sac-
ramento river at Tehama, in 187 1, 15,000 young shad ; in 1873,
35,000; in 1876, 120,000 ; and in 1877, 115,000 ; in all, up to
the present time, 285,000."
We have quoted as fully as a proper limit to the length of
our report will allow, though we might extract much more inter-
esting matter. The reports for 1877 of many of the states are
just about being issued. Suffice it to say that the interest in
fish culture is increasing all over the Union, with unques-
tionable evidences of its success, which we are receiving from
all directions. The remarks in relation to the ^^ sali?io quitinat"
which we have quoted from the California report, will reconcile
36
us to disappointment should they not succeed so well in the
Merrimack as on the more southern rivers, but, on the other
hand, will stimulate us to try them another year in our inland
lakes, such as Winnipesaukee and Sunapee.
We may thus be able to develop a new race of " land-locked "
salmon of our own, and we shall hope to stock the Merrimack
fully from the spawn of fish taken in its own waters, with possi-
bly some aid for a year or two to come from the Penobscot.
The fact that salmon were seen on their way up, above the dam
at Amoskeag Falls, all the time from the middle of June to the
thirtieth day of October, when Mr. Powers saw one, three feet
long, in the river, opposite the hatching-house, shows that the
eggs of the Penobscot fish are a sure plant. We have annexed
our report of our expenditures for 1876-7 and 1877-8 up to
the date of completing this report, April i, 1878. The bal-
ance will be sufiicient for our wants till June ; we have some
express-bills to pay the state of Massachusetts for charges on
land-locked salmon and blue-backed trout and have engaged to
transplant some smelt in April or May and have to distribute
the fish above mentioned, which Mr, Brackett, of the Massa-
chusetts commission, is kindly hatching for us.
We have not been able to complete our list of the lakes and
ponds of the state, owing to the failure of the officers of sev-
eral towns to respond to our circulars, but have enlarged it
materially from last year and hope next year to furnish a per-
fect gazetteer of our waters and their capabilities and inhab-
itants, for the scientists and sportsmen.
We have jDroved the advantage of a locally distributed
commission, as, at several times during the past year, all
three of your commissioners have been at work at the same
time in different parts of the state. We have worked in the
most perfect harmony with each other and with our fellow-com-
missioners of our neighbor states with whom we have been
thrown in contact ; and we desire to return our thanks to the
latter gentlemen for many acts of courtesy and kindness, as
well as to President Lyon of the Boston, Concord, & Montreal
railroad for passes, and to the employes of the same road for
cordial assistance in our labors in the transportation of fish
;
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also to the conductors and baggage-masters on the Northern,
Concord & Claremont, Boston & Maine, and Nashua & Roches-
ter roads. The larger part of the expenditure, classified as
traveling expenses in the summary, has been incurred in the
latter operation and includes all moneys paid for express,
wagons, ice, and assistance.
Since writing the body of this report, a meeting of the New-
England commissioners has been held in Boston, at which it
was decided to place Commissioner Powers in charge of the
hatching-house at Plymouth for the ensuing year, the state of
Massachusetts agreeing, through her commissioners, to pay half
the expenses of retaining him there. We find that we can
probably hire a house at Livermore Falls, which, with a few
hundred dollars' expenditure, can be made to answer our pur-
poses. By this arrangement, we shall do all the salmon-
hatching for both states at Plymouth and also endeavor to
hatch some brook trout for distribution. We also made ar-
rangements with Mr. Atkins for a much larger supply of land-
locked salmon eggs next winter, so that we can distribute them
more freely to all sections of the state. We believe it to be the
best economy to do up this work of distribution freely and rapidly,
so that after a year or two we can reduce the expenses of the
commission to a merely nominal sum.
In the hope that the next legislature will aid us, not only by
the appropriation we ask for, but also by such revision of the
laws as may render their execution more easy and make it pos-




LUTHER HAYES, \ Commissioners.
A. H. POWERS, )
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ERRATA.
By an error of the engraver, the tail of the young trout shown in the cut
on page 13 is represented as partially broken, and we here reproduce a cor-
rected engraving of the same.
The word " pout " in the thirty-second line of page 24 should be " trout."
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Of the New Hampshire Fish Commissioners for 1876-77 and 1877-78,
UP TO March 18, 1878.
June I, 1S77.
Samuel Webber, 23 days' services $69 00
Traveling expenses and postage 37 93
Luther Hayes, 15 days' services 45 00
Traveling expenses and postage 108 52
A. H. Powers, 46 days' services 138 00
Traveling expe.nses and postage 299 68
Total expenses of commissioners for 1876-77. $698 13
Pike & Heald, fish-cans 30 00
Total expenditures for the year $728 13
1877-78.
Samuel Webber, 49 days, at $3 $147 00
Traveling expenses and postage 96 29
Luther Hayes, 32 days, at $3 96 00
Traveling expenses and postage 218 15
A. H. Powers, 49 days, at $3 147 00
Superintending hatching, 91 days, at $2 182 00
Traveling expenses and postage 319 66
Total expenses of commissioners for 1877-78. $1,206 10
Express on California-salmon eggs 66 10
Pike & Heald, strainer i 00
Total expenditures for the year $i)273 10
Balance unexpended April i, 1878 726 80
Amount of appropriation $2,000 00
Appropriation for hatching-houses .$1,000 00
Expended for house, hatching boxes and trays, dams
and piping, etc 969 50




Prof. Spencer F. Baird Washington, D. C.
Alabama.
Charles S. G. Doster » Montgomery.
Robert Tyler Montgomery.
D. R. Hundley Courtland.
Arkansas.
N. H. Fish Pine Bluffs.
J. R. Steelman Little Rock.
N. B. Pearce Fayetteville.
California.
B. B. Redding Sacramento.
S. R. Throckmorton San Francisco.
J. D. Farwell San Francisco.
Colorado.
Wilson E. Sisty Brookvale.
Connecticut.
William M. Hudson Hartford.
Robert G. Pike Middletown.
James A. Bill Lyme.
Georgia.
Thomas P. James Atlanta.
[Duties embracing the work of the fish interest assigned to Commissioner of Agriculture.}
Illinois.
W. A. Pratt Elgin.
Iowa.
Samuel B. Evans Ottumwa.
B. F. Shaw Anamora.




P. H, Darsey Caldwell county.
Polk Laffom Hopkins county.
S. W. Coombs Warren county.
C. J. Walton Hart county.
James B. Casey Kenton county.
John A. Steele Woodford county.
I. H, Bruce Garrard county.
T. T. Garrard Clay county.
W. C. Allen Bath county.
Maine.
E. M. Stillwell Bangor.
Henry O. Stanley Dixfield.
Maryland.
T. B. Ferguson Baltimore.
T. W. Downs Denton.
Massackuseits.
Theodore Lyman Brookline.
E. A. Brackett Winchester,
Asa French South Braintree.
Michigan.
George Clark Ecorse.
A. J. Kellogg Allegan.
E. R. Miller Richland.
George H. Jerome, superintendent Niles.
H. H. Porter, sup't state hatching-house Pokagon.
Minnesota.
R. O. Sweeney St. Paul.
A. W. Latham Excelsior.





Albina H. Powers Grantham.
N'ew jfersey.
B. P. Howell - Woodbury.
J. R. Shortwell Rahway.
G. A. Anderson Trenton.
New York.
Horatio Seymour Utica.
Robert R. Roosevelt New York City.
Edward M. Smith Rochester.
Seth Green, superintendent Rochester.
North Carolina.
Gov. Z. B. Vance Raleigh.
Prof. W. C. Kew Raleigh.
Prest. R. P. Battle Chapel Hill.
Col. 8. M. Holt Haw River.
Capt. S. B. Alexander Charlotte.
Maj. Jonathan Evans Fayetteville.




John C. Fisher Coshocton.
John H. Klippart Columbus.
Robert Cummings Toledo.
E. D. Potter, superintendent Toledo.
Pen7isyh'ania.
H. J. Reeder Easton.





Alfred A. Reed, jr Providence.
John H. Barden Scituate.
Utah Territory,
A. P. Rockwood Salt Lake Cit3%




Col. Marshall McDonald Lexington.
West Virginia.
Henry B. Miller Wheeling.
C. S. White •. Romney.
I. W. Harris Lewisburg,
Wisconsin.
Gov. Harrison Luddington Milwaukee.
William Welch Madison.
A. Palmer Boscobel.
P. R. Hoy Racine.
H, F. Dousman Waterville.
Dominion of Canada.
W. F. Whitcher Ottawa.
W. H. Venning St. John, N. B.
[Inspector of Fisheries for New Brunswick.]
P. S. Hamilton








Delivered before the Game and Fish League oe New Hampshire,
April 2, 1S7S,
BY THE HON. J. W. PATTERSON.
My Lord Bacon, in his essay on the greatness of kingdoms,
recalls an incident in the life of Themistocles, with a pregnant
commentary, as follows : " Desired at a banquet to touch a lute,
he said he could not fiddle, but he could make a small town to
become a great city. The speech, at a time of solace and not
serious, was uncivil and at no time could be decent of one's self.
But it may have a pretty application, for, to speak truly of poli-
tics and statesmen, there are sometimes, though rarely, those
that can make » small estate great and cannot fiddle. And
there be many that can fiddle very cunningly, and yet the pro-
cedure of their art is, to make a flourishing estate ruinous and
distressed. For certainly those degenerate arts whereby divers
politics and governors do gain both satisfaction with their
masters and admiration with the vulgar deserve no better name
than fiddling, if they add nothing to the safety, strength, and
amplitude of the states they govern."
Few have said as much in so little. Playing upon the fiddle
of politics is not the practice of statesmanship. The music of
words and the marshaling of phrases may win the plaudits of
the multitude.
Tricks and arts may secure popular suffrage and places of
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power, but they cannot impart wisdom or capacity to rulers or
advance the welfare of states. It is reach and amplitude of
thought that make men public benefactors. It is fundamental
principles and valuable ideas planted in the popular mind and
made efficient in the life of the state which bring national de-
velopment and improve the condition of man. Locke, Adam
Smith, Stephenson, and a host of others who never sat in West-
minster Hall have done infinitely more for the development of
the resources, power, and glory of England than the ninety and
nine who have been decorated with her titles and honors. The
man who conceives and brings to the birth a comprehensive
scheme of business, he who establishes a new industry which
will absorb the labor and bring support, comfort, and wealth to
multitudes of the people, is a master in the economies of life
and deserves our support and gratitude, for he, like Themis-
tocles, can make a small town to become a great city.
The men who first conceived the idea of utilizing the wasted
fertility of a continent, by the outflow of the thick, black waters
of the Nile through channels and reservoirs into the desolate
wastes of Egypt, transformed a desert of drifting sand into the
" exhaustless granary of the world " and created an empire of
imperial cities which was the cradle of civilization. The early
state-craft which pushed back the waters of Holland by a mas-
sive sea-wall and lengthened the rivers through raised channels
to the receded ocean made the fertile fields, fat pastures, and
the opulent marts of a thriving population, who, in the seven-
teenth century, under an enlightened government, became the
maritime and commercial factors of the world. They of Eng-
land who, prescient of the demands of other climes and other
times, have so directed and fostered the industrial skill and in-
ventive genius of her people as to supply largely the wants of
mankind, have done as much for the greatness and glory of the
island kingdom as the men of more historic fame who have
guided her politics and her arms.
Such thoughts are forced upon us in contemplating the objects
of your league.
Prof. Baird, the United-States commissioner, than whom
there is no more competent living authority, tells us that water
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may be made to produce as much in value per acre as the Land.
To some, doubtless, this will seem impossible and to others
absurd, but, if true, how grand is our theme and how vast the
responsibility it devolves upon every man who has any influence
in directing the industries and providing for the wants of
society
!
If game protection and fish culture are simply to furnish
amusement to the idle, if they can only supply an occasional
dainty to the tables of the rich or a scanty meal to the board of
the poor, we shall fail, as we ought, to exalt them into a public
interest ; but, if they can be made sources of general income
and add largely to the food-supply of our increasing population,
then they may demand popular patronage and draw legitimately
from state and national treasuries for their development. This
is the question at issue, and must be settled by the testimony of
facts, and the testimony of facts will be, I apprehend, that our
Savior was not the first nor the last to pay taxes from the belly
of a fish.
It is certain that these pursuits furnished the almost exclusive
support of the native millions of this country, and that other
millions might have been fed upon the waste which the forest
and lake, the river and the sea, proffered for use. China for
centuries has employed a rude kind of fish breeding and raising
for the supply of food, and may yet find, in the improved
methods which the science and art of more enlightened nations
are supplying, the pre-ordained refuge from starvation to her
four hundred and seventy millions of people.
In every period of classic literature, from Homer to the latest
of the Latin writers, evidence is found that this was among the
most cherished and lucrative branches of business among the
Greeks and Romans.
The Odyssey compares the sighs of lovers to the gasps of
fish dying on the shore. The fecundity and graceful forms of
the denizens of the deep gave to Greek mythology the persona-
tion of love and beauty, springing as a goddess from the foam-
ing waves. This, of itself, shows the extent of the industry as a
national enterprise, and the fascination it had for their poetic
imagination. We know from Aristophanes and other dramatic
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writers, that fish-food, dried, salt, and fresh, was a favorite dish
with the aesthetic Greek and became an article of general
commerce.
History informs us that their fisheries were extended and
maintained at great expense and were an object of solicitous
care to the government. Slaves were largely employed in the
prosecution of the industry.
The tunny-fish of the Black Sea, in their periodic migrations,,
came from the Azof, the ancient Pains Mceotis, and, rounding
the eastern shores of the Euxine till they skirted its southern
banks, filled the fish-nets of Trebizond, and then, moving for-
ward with other mackerel to the headland of old Paphlagonia,
founded the city of Sinope and poured into it the measureless
wealth of the seas.
Byzantium, too, the coveted prize of ancient as of recent im-
perial ambition, was, at first, only a fishing-station on the straits
which the men of the net and the line named the " Golden
Horn " from the treasures it yielded to their vocation.
And Venice, that floated like a jeweled queen upon the Adri-
atic
—
" And such she was ; her daughters had their dower
From spoils of nations, and the exhaustless East
Poured in her lap all gems in sparkling showers " —
Venice, which for long centuries drew her tribute from re-
motest lands and reared the marble palaces of her merchant
princes upon the waves—Venice, that is yet beautiful amid the
faded splendors of her decay and solitude, was founded by the
"toilers of the sea." Like the lily, it had its germ and nourish-
ment from beneath the waters on which it blossomed.
These are only illustrations of many towns and cities which
had their origin in the fisheries, and show how vast was this
source of food and wealth in the earlier ages of civilization.
The Romans, leonine in their passions, appetites, and busi-
ness enterprises, as in their civil and military movements,
equipped and sent forth large vessels to fish along the coast and
in the open sea. They even passed the pillars of Hercules and
operated upon the coasts of Africa, Spain, and Portugal, These
profligate old conquerors of the world, loaded down with the
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spoils of subjugated kingdoms and as headlong in the effemin-
ate luxuries of peace as in the splendid hazards of gigantic war,
built, at enormous expense, artificial ponds for the raising of fa-
vorite fish, oysters, and snails.
Sergius Orata amassed a princely fortune by turning Lake Lu-
crinus, near the fashionable summer resort at Baia;, into a vast
reservoir for the breeding and raising of oysters. Some form of
fish-food was the daintiest dish which could gratify the pampered
palate or impart a relish to the cuisine of a Roman prodigal, ex-
hausted in the excess of lust and luxury.
The lupus, the lamprey, the turbot, the murcena, the mullet,
and the scarus, each from some special locality, were among their
favorite dishes.
The raising and fattening of choice varieties of fish by artifi-
cial methods, and in lakes constructed for the purpose, was quite
common and a very profitable industry among the ancients, but
there is no evidence that any artificial methods of pi-opagation
were practised or known in those early times.
The lake and canal fisheries of Egypt were celebrated, and
the incomes of Lake Moeris, monopolized by the queen for pin-
mone}', were said to have amounted to $500,000, but we will not
linger to amuse ourselves with the results of slave labor in those
post-classic and dark periods of human histor3^
You will observe, that I am not attempting to give a history
of fish industry or even of fish culture, but to show by illustra-
tions that it is a pursuit possessing potential capacities for food-
supply, to such an extent as to render it worthy of general in-
terest and encouragement and to call for government aid in its
development.
Passing then from the classic period, over the centuries which
have intervened, to comparatively recent times, we find in Great
Britain and in continental Europe, as in our own domain, that
the fish native to the waters of the respective countries and with
which the rivers and lakes swarmed a century or two ago, fur-
nishing an abundance of cheap and wholesome food, gradually
decreased, and some species entirely disappeared with the ad-
vance of civilization and the increase of population. Some
have assumed that this depletion was caused by an overcon.
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sumption, and thence have argued that the waters were incapable
of furnishing a requisite supply to meet the demands of an in-
creasing population, and so seem to find awkward limitations in
the divine laws for the support and increase of the race. The
assumption is false and the conclusion untrue. Nature makes
no such mistakes in its provision for human wants. Filth and
chemicals from various manufactures and the waste of saw-mills,
poisoning and choking the streams, the improper use of seines,
pounds, and other inventions of avarice, and, finally, the erec-
tion of impassable dams, arresting the migratory fish in their
passage to and from their spawning-beds, are the causes which
have driven the fish from our inland waters,
The resources of nature are all infinite. Self-destruction is
the only natural limitation placed upon the increase of the life
of the waters. Here, as elsewhere, the divine wisdom seems to
have imposed upon vis the duty of providing new and more
abundant supplies to the wants of an ever-augmenting race by
developing the wasted germs and preventing the cannibal self"
consumption that is depleting the rivers and the seas of the
best of the finny tribe. This is a legitimate and promising
field, in which human science and skill may find a practical
application and help to solve one of the most difficult social
problems that has perplexed the statesmanship of the old world
and bids fair to test that of the new. Centuries ago China was
driven to this industry, and in it has found a large part of the
flesh-food on which her hungry populations subsist
;
yet she has
developed its possibilities only by the simplest and rudest
methods.
Pisciculturists who have devoted themselves to the discovery
of artificial processes of multiplication inform us that a salmon
of thirty pounds' weight, produces yearly from 20,000 to 40,000
eggs, varying with the species. The Mackinaw trout yields
15,000, and the number decreases till we reach the brook trout,
which lays but few eggs compared with other fish. A white fish
of seven and one-half pounds gives 66,606 eggs and increases
the number by 10,000 for every additional pound ; an average-
sized shad produces 70,000; a carp, 342,140; a mackerel,
546,680 ; a turbot nineteen inches long, 9,000,000 ; a codfish,
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9,344»ooo ; and a thick-lipped mullet, 13,000,000. In the gen-
eral harmony of nature, productiveness is regulated inversely to
the prospects of maturing the young. In the case of fish, so
many of their eggs fail to be fecundated and the young fry are
cut off by such hosts of destructive enemies, that not more than
five per cent of the spawn ever reach the honors of fishhood by
natural methods of reproduction. And yet, how marvelous is
their increase where man has not added his engines of destruc-
tion to those of nature !
The annual value of the maritime and inland fisheries of the
world is estimated at $120,000,000. When we recall the fact,
that only five per cent of the roe left to natural development
come to maturity and that ninety-five per cent are matured by
artificial processes, adopting the dry, or Russian, method of fer-
tilization, as modified by Mr. Atkins, we begin to conceive, but
cannot fully realize, the vastness of the increase of food and
wealth which this enterprise is yet to confer upon the world.
To a monk of the abbey of Reome, Dom Pinchon, we are in-
debted, I cannot doubt, for the discovery of the artificial process
of fecundating the spawn of fish. This he did by stirring to-
gether with his finger the milt and eggs of trout, and jDlacing the
spawn, so prepared, in a box with a layer of sand on the bottom
and a willow grating on the top and the two ends.
The discovery of Dom Pinchon is a fact simply of historic in-
terest, as it was allowed to sleep in oblivion in an unpublished
manuscript of 1420, and so did nothing to advance the art of
pisciculture. A Swedish counselor, by the name of Lund, and a
German naturalist, by the name of Bloch, effected some prog-
ress by introducing new methods of preserving and transport-
ing spawn. But a lieutenant of militia, in Westphalia, J. L.
Jacobi, rediscovered and improved the method of artificial fecun-
dation, which, to a limited extent, he turned to a practical use
by repeopling the lakes and rivers of his native principality.
The discovery of Jacobi was mentioned by Buffon in his " Nat-
ural History of Fishes," and led to some experiments in En-
gland and Scotland. Such efforts were limited and spasmodic,
however, previous to 1848. During that year. Monsieur de
Quatrefages, of France, in prosecuting his scientific investiga-
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tions, was led to inquire into the methods of propagating fish, in
order to increase tlie supply, which had greatly fallen off. The
inquiries of this distinguished scientist awakened public interest
and enlisted the government in efforts for the development of
an industry which had hitherto been entirely neglected. Its
possibilities had not been apprehended by men interested in
questions of social science, but, on inquiry, it was found, that,
what practical men, up to that time, had regarded as an incred-
ible prediction of science, had already been realized by two fish-
ermen of La Bresse. These unlettered men had fecundated
and artificially hatched and matured the eggs of six thousand
trout and with them stocked a pond for personal profit. They
had lifted unawares the gate to the sluice-way of world-wide re-
sources, and its golden flood was beginning to flow into the cof-
fers of France, but they were ignorant of the character of their
act. What they had done for private gain was meant for man-
kind, and they knew it not.
Milne-Edwards was appointed to examine into and report
upon the feasibility and probable success of artificial fish-raising.
His report assured the government of great economical advan-
tages in restocking the inland waters of the country, and large
and well-equipped establishments were at once started and
placed under competent and zealous superintendents.
The celebrated M. Coste, in his first report, said, " There is
no branch of industry or husbandry which, with less chance of
loss, offers an easier certainty of success." Taking the results
of the experiments at Huningue, it was predicted, that, by stock-
ing all the inland waters of France by the artificial method, the
twenty-five millions of fish there taken annually wculd be in-
creased in four years to three thousand one hundred and sev-
enty-seven millions, and that the revenue of $1,200,000, from
this source, would be increased to $180,000,000, or would be-
come one hundred and fifty times as great as it then was. This
seems like an extravagant estimate, but perhaps it is within the
limits of possibility, on the supposition that all the waters of
France were to be stocked in four years to their utmost capa-
city, and, in fixing their capacity, we should remember that the
salmonidae, that shad, and, in fact, all migratory fish live
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without food while in fresh water, so that their numbers cannot
be estimated by a limitation of fish-food within their spawning-
grounds.
The increase by natural processes, as compared with artificial,
is as one to seventeen. A knowledge of this fact, supported by
the experience of France, made it apparent to leading public
men in every state of Europe that pisciculture was an enterprise
which promised economical advantages too great to be neg-
lected ; and, consequently, it was taken earnestly in hand by al-
most every political power in Europe, and large experimental
stations established for the distribution to all parts of their re-
spective possessions of the best fish suited to the various bodies
of water.
The result has been, as was anticipated, an immense increase
to the revenues of the respective states and to the wholesome
food of their people. The yield of alewives, shad, herring,
salmon, and other valuable fish has trebled, and in some cases
quadrupled, in the rivers of Europe since the introduction of the
artificial methods of reproduction.
A quarter of a century ago, the salmon had been nearly ex-
terminated in most of the rivers of Great Britain, and only the
wealthiest could enjoy this delicious luxury, but in 1866 a
thousand tons of salmon were shipped by the railroads of
Ireland alone. The lease of the fisheries on the Tay in '1853
was $43,500; in 1864, it had advanced to $75,000. The num-
ber of salmon taken from the Galway in 1853 was 1,603 > i^
1864 it was 20,512. These are not exaggerated illustrations of
the increase which has been given to the food-supply and mone-
tary resources of Europe by this comparatively modern industry.
It will aid us in forming a proper estimate of the importance
attached to this enterprise and the vigor with which it has been
prosecuted abroad, to recall the fact, that the piscicultural
establishment, at Huningue, which passed into the possession
of Germany by the late war, distributed in twelve years iio,-
000,000 of eggs, nearly half of which were the eggs of salmon
and trout.
Most of the discoveries and improvements in the art of fish
culture, both in Europe and America, have resulted from efforts
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to increase the supply of the sahno fontinalis, or brook trout.
The trout, combining the qualities demanded by the sportsman
and the epicure, has maintained its place as a favorite from the
earliest days, and has been hunted in season and out of season
and by all means, fair or foul. It was but natural, therefore^
that men should first seek to increase the propagation by arti-
ficial fertilization of that species of fish upon which they had
made the most unscrupulous and persistent warfare.
In this country, experiments upon brook trout were made by
Dr. Garlick and Prof. Ackley, of Ohio, as early as 1853. All
efforts were confined to the increase pf this luxury till 1866, and
few, if any, were more intelligent, persistent, or successful in
this direction than Mr. Livingston Stone, of Charlestown, New
Hampshire.
Up to this period, the salnio fontinalis, or brook trout, had
been honored with the exclusive regards of the pisciculturists of
America. But a new departure was now to be taken, in which
the state of New Hampshire, in connection with the govern-
ment of Canada, was first to apply the latest and most efficient
methods of artificial propagation to commercial fish having a
universal demand in domestic and foreign markets.
As early as 1837, a Mr. Shaw had availed himself of all the
results of scientific investigation reached at that time, to re-
stock the depleted rivei*s of Scotland with the sahno salar, or
northern salmon. But hitherto nothing had been done in that
direction in this country.
Early in the autumn of 1866, a series of efforts were instituted
in this state and Canada to prevent the rapid decline and
threatened extermination of salmon from its favorite resorts in
our northern waters. Originally, this royal order of the finny
race crowded the Merrimack, making its habitat in the Contoo-
cook and Baker branches, and ascended the Pewigewasset for
one hundred and fifty miles. But, baffled by the increasing
obstructions to its annual migration, its numbers dwindled till,
in 1847, it was absolutely excluded by the dam at Lawrence.
A century ago, salmon swarmed in the Connecticut too, three
hundred miles from its mouth, but a dam, sixteen feet high,
erected below the outlet of Miller's river in 1798, banished
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them from these cherished retreats as effectually as a fiat of
annihilation.
To remove this long-endured outrage upon popular rights and
the general welfare, the commissioners of our state began to de-
mand suitable fishways and sent Dr. Fletcher to the Miramichi
river, in New Brunswick, to obtain salmon ova with which to
replenish the Merrimack. Ninety per cent of the eggs secured
by him were hatched and placed in the river. The parr, or
young salmon, were seen in abundance the next season and then
disappeared. The effort was immediately pronounced a failure
by the party of " I told you so," naturally organized in the
breeching of every community. The fact was, that, on develop-
ing into smolt, they descended to the sea, and, when they had
reached their next stage of growth and would have returned as
grilse to their native spawning-beds, they were gobbled up by
every cunning device of selfishness in the lower waters of the
river or hopelessly excluded by impassable obstructions.
Messrs. Fletcher and Stone worked on through 1867 and
1868, and their labors have been followed, with interruptions,
by similar efforts from that day to this, though with only partial
success until recently, on account of insurmountable dams and
the fish-pirates in the lower waters of the river. But, at length,
through the indomitable perseverance of the intelligent friends
of the enterprise, fishways have been constructed at Lawrence,
Lowell, and Manchester, by means of which the salmon, shad,
alewives, and other aborigines of our waters have come again
into the possession of their natural and legal right of ascent,
and during the last summer they have been seen, for the first
time in thirty years, bounding Livermore Falls and disporting,.
in ever-increasing crowds, in the head-waters of the Winnipe-
saukee and the Pemigewasset. And the cry is, still they come.
This is a splendid practical triumph of science and reflects
great honor upon those who have had the work in charge.
In addition to this partial fulfillment of the persistent prophe-
cies of ultimate success, our commissioners, in co-operation with
those of Massachusetts, by joint funds, have constructed during
the past season a hatching-house and ponds at Livermore
Falls, by which their future operations will be greatly facilitated
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and enlarged. The capacity of this structure is such as to en-
able its superintendent to send forth annually from six to seven
hundred thousand young fish. Since its completion one hun-
dred thousand of the salmo quinnat, or California salmon, have
been hatched and turned into the branches of the Merrimack.
Efforts, corresponding to those upon the Merrimack, have
been made by the commissioners of Connecticut, Massachusetts,
and New Hampshire, to replenish the Connecticut river with
indigenous and California salmon and other valuable fish, but
their endeavors have been largely baffled hitherto, by the failure
to secure a suitable fishway at the Hadley falls and by the want
of consistent and friendly legislation in Connecticut. In con-
nection with these efforts to re-establish the salmon fisheries
along our principal rivers and their tributaries, our lakes, ponds
and other inland waters have been partially supplied with land-
locked salmon, black bass, white fish, the greyling white, and
pike-perch, eels, smelts, lake trout, and other fish suited to the
respective waters ; and these labors have been crowned with
marvelous success, considering the defects of our jDrotection
laws and their more defective execution.
Time forbids that we should linger to dwell in loving dalliance
upon the charms and fascinations which our commissioners have
lavished, not in vain, to woo back the bony alewife to her first
love and her pebbly bed among the mountain streams, but we
cannot refrain from a word in respect to an old friend of our
boyhood, whose acquaintance we made forty years ago at the
foot of the Pawtucket falls.
Beginning a little later and running parallel with the measures
for the re-introduction of salmon, we follow, if possible, with
even greater interest and solicitude, a series of investigations
and experiments which have been made for the restoration of
shad in something of its former abundance.
This fish seems to have been designed as the food of a
crowded population, for, in the early history of the country, it
swarmed in all our Atlantic rivers from the St. John's of Florida
to the St. Lawrence. But dams and reckless fishing, at spawn-
ing times and places, with nets and wire screens, were more
than a match for the reproductive powers of even this prolific
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fish, and, like tlie regal salmon, it retired before the march of
civilization.
The shad belongs to the great family of the clupeidcp, which
embraces also the Astrachan and common herring, the alewife,
sardine, anchovy, menhaden, sprat, and other species, constitut-
ing a larger part of the commercial fish-food of the world.
The shad, alewife, and herring are anadromous, or migratory,
and all, therefore, subjects of the improved methods of fertiliza-
tion.
To New England belongs the honor of having first applied
the artificial method of propagation to this class of fish.
In 1867, the services of Seth Green, of New York, were se-
cured, than whom there is no one more distinguished among
the practical pisciculturists of this country, and he began a se-
ries of experiments on the Connecticut, at South Hadley Falls.
At first, he employed the method and the apparatus used in trout
culture, but failed utterly. After repeated efforts and failures,
he discovered both the principle and the process to be applied
in shad-hatching, and ascertained the fact, that, whereas only
2,000 fish were produced from one pair of shad by natural
spawning, they yielded 98,000 by artificial propagation.
The first year he put 40,000,000 of young shad into the river
below the falls, and 60,000,000 the second year. The young
fry thus turned into the Connecticut returned in 1870 and 187
1
in vast schools of full-grown shad. Such a sight had not been
witnessed before in the memory of man. Shad were taken in
such numbers as to overstock our northern markets, and abso-
lutely threw down the price in New York from $18.00 to $3.00
per hundred. Twenty-eight thousand were taken from the
pounds near Saybrook in a single morning. On the same day,
three thousand five hundred and sixty were taken at one time
from the pound near Nuncatesick, and this was sixty per cent
greater than the largest single catch ever before recorded.
This all transpired, as it will be observed, below the falls of
Holyoke, as the fish were excluded from the upper part of the
river by the dam, and the extraordinary supply has not been
maintained on account of selfish legislation and the blind ra-
pacity of fishermen on the lower waters, but it none the less
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demonstrates the possibility of supplying, almost indefinitely,
cheap and abundant fish-food to meet the demands of a rapidly
increasing population.
Similar and conclusive evidence has been given at other
points that the long-standing predictions of science may be real-
ized and the waters made to yield to the industry of man a
harvest more prolific and nutritious than the land.
It was such facts coming to the knowledge of the intelligent
public men of the country which led to the passage by Con-
gress, in 187 1, of a resolution authorizing the appointment of a
national fish commissioner, and to an appropriation to defray
the expense of inquiries necessary to a successful prosecution
of a work inter-state and national in its character. It is such
facts, too, which have already enlisted twenty-seven states in an
intelligent and cordial co-operation to extend the advantages of
fish culture to all, even to the most inland districts in the Union.
By degrees the ignorance and prejudice which formerly ob-
structed the progress of the enterprise are disappearing before
the discoveries and triumphs of science.
It has been shown that the range of different families of fish
may be extended, and the most valuable species naturalized to
water in which they are not indigenous. It has been demon-
strated that fish may be crossed, and new and improved breeds
secured, that sea-going fish may be acclimated to fresh water
and made to fatten in the pasturage of the great lakes. A care-
ful study of facts has led to the discovery that the decline of
our exterior fisheries has been simultaneous with that of the in-
terior, and hence it is inferred, that the cod, haddock, and other
coastwise fishes which feed upon the alewife, shad, salmon, and
other anadromous varieties, have been depleted and nearly de-
stroyed by the impassable dams and the exterminating appara-
tus of our inland fishermen, which have cut off their natural
supply of food ; and they who are prosecuting this work have
been inspired with the energy of a new faith, as they have
learned from the profound and extended researches of our na-
tional commission, that the decline of our migratory fish is due
to human enginery and not to a failure of their natural food.
The time may come when it will be necessary to increase by
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artificial methods the lower orders of aquatic life upon which
our edible fish fatten, but not till we have multiplied manifold
the marketable fish of the world.
The Crustacea, bivalves, polyps, infusoria, jelly-fish, and the
like, which constitute the food of anadromous species, have
actually increased.
In the light of this imperfect review, the friends of this great
public industry, it must be admitted, have great cause to be
satisfied with the past and to anticipate yet grander triumphs in
the future. Solomon tells us that the thing that hath been shall
be, and history confirms the prophecy.
In the spiral progress of the race we return upon the past and
find old philosophies and abandoned pursuits the wisest and
most productive which the new generation can adopt. Have we
not reason to believe this will be pre-eminently true in respect
to the objects of your league, if the new forces which science
and art have thrown into the field are zealously and judiciously
utilized .-'
We employ the latest discoveries and the cunningest inven-
tions of genius ; we establish schools and lavish public and pri-
vate resources to restore and maintain the productive power of
the land ; why should we be less generous to the more fertile
acres of our inland seas, the common domain of rich and poor ?
Are not their fruits equally the gift of heaven for the support
of man ? We replenish the exhausted earth that we may reajD
more abundant harvests ; why not the exhausted rivers ?
Mr. Roosevelt, of New York, in an able speech in Congress
in 1872, said : "An acre of land will produce corn enough to
support a human being ; but an acre of water will support sev-
eral persons, and could readily be made, with proper aid, to sus-
tain the lives of many more. The former requires manuring,
working, planting, and harvesting; the latter merely requires
harvesting." He further states that the relative net profits are
greatly in favor of the water. If this is true, the acreage of
brook, river, pond, and lake in New Hampshire may be made to
yield as large an income of food and money as its acreage of
tillage. The past is often suggestive of the future.
If we recall the traditions which our fathers have left us, of
62
the armies of shad and salmon that annually invaded our inland
streams in the early history of the country, we find them simply
marvelous and, though authenticated, they rival the tales of
Munchausen. In Martin's Gazetteer, published in 1835, it is
stated that 22,500,000 shad and 750,000,000 herrings were taken
in the Potomac in six weeks. Putting the average of each shad
at five pounds, and of each herring at one pound, we have an
aggregate of 861,550,000 pounds of food from a single river by
natural production, not including the bass, sturgeon, and other
fish, so numerous as to be worthless. The canned fish alone,
from the Columbia, in 1874, amounted to 13,000,000 pounds,
and sold for $1,430,000. Between November i, 1874, and
August I, 1875, a period of ten months, 4,089,025 pounds of
salmon were shijDped on the Central Pacific railroad from the
fisheries along the Sacramento and San Joaquin.
But, it may be said, this is an exhausted industry in New En-
gland, and should be abandoned. The position is untenable, for
nature's reproductive supplies do not lessen by consumption.
The leaf and flower of our latest spring are as fresh and plenti-
ful as those that gladdened our first parents in the infancy of
the world. Our fields are as prolific of the waving grains as
when the reapers of the forgotten ages garnered their harvests,
and, if we will cease to thwart nature and learn to aid her pro-
cesses, our lakes, rivers, and streamlets may yet swarm with a
finny life as multitudinous and luscious as
" in the continuous woods
Where rolls the Oregon, and hears no sound,
Save his own dashings."
No ; the wells of God are never dry. Our food-fish are led
back, year by year, by an instinct that never errs, from the
broad, rich pastures of the deep, and, threading a network of in-
land rivers, present themselves, fattened and transported with-
out cost, at the very doorway of the poorest and most secluded
hamlet in the land. It is a purpose of infinite benevolence that
causes them blindly to deposit their spawn and select their habi-
tats near our homes and to return to us, by a kind of natural
commerce, argosies of delicious sea-flesh, in exchange for the
wealth which the streams have sucked from the land and borne
to the ocean.
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The name of your league reminds me that I am expected to
hunt as well as fish on this occasion. Hunting is a manly and
health-giving sport, in which the strongest and noblest races
have, from the earliest ages, loved to recreate, and is a tempting
theme to any man of Saxon blood, but we have extended our
voyage by water so far that I shall be obliged to leave my suc-
cessor the excursion by land in search of game.
I may be allowed, however, to say, in passing, that none but a
morbid mind can contemplate with satisfaction the gradual dis-
appearance from field and forest of the birds and animals
which we pursued with dog and gun, in loving warfare, in the
days of our boyhood.
No well-constituted mind can feel less than a righteous wrath,
mingling with his contempt, for the brainless, heartless fellows
who, in wanton sport, wander about in violation of law and the
best instincts of humanity, slaughtering recklessly the innocent
animals that redeem the hills from solitude, and the winged
choirs of heaven which make the fields and forests vocal.
Cowper " would not enter upon his list of friends the man
who would needlessly set foot upon a worm
;
" neither would I
enter upon my list of friends the man who needlessly, and for
the gratification of a diabolical instinct, loafs about with intent
to kill the dear creatures whose life, like the scent and beauty
of flowers, is a divine blessing in the life of man. They were
not given to perfect us in the work of cruelty and death. He
who thinks all things worthless but profit and the gratification
of animal instinct is himself worthless for all the higher and
nobler uses of society.
But there is an economical aspect to this subject which I
would gladly dwell upon if time allowed.
Our state covers an area of 5,939,200 acres, and, in the judg-
ment of some who have carefully studied its physical character,
four-tenths of its surface might more profitably be abandoned to
forests than reserved as tillage and pasturage. Our climate
would thereby become more mild and equable, and many of our
unproductive hills would yield a continual income from wood
and lumber, and their dense shades, retarding evaporation,
would send down gradually but continuously into the fields and
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meadows, during the drouths of summer, the fertilizing showers
and dews of heaven impregnated with the fatness of a decaying
foliage.
If at some future day the better policy shall prevail and our
augmented woodlands be stocked with valuable but not destruc-
tive game, we shall find that our forests, as well as our lakes and
rivers, have become a spring of profit and pleasure but little an-
ticipated at present.
Our state would then, even more than now, become the sum-
mer resort of the rich, fleeing from the heat and dust and ma-
laria of the cities, to enjoy the cool and healthful breath of our
mountains, and the lovers of sport would seek our forest game
and brook trout in their months of vacation and leave abundant
profits with the residents of the soil.
In climate, soil, and acreage, our little state is inferior to some
of her more favored sisters, but, in the raising and marketing of
fish and game, we possess all the elements of success, and may
make it a source of large revenues.
Here there is an avenue which it is clearly for our advantage
to enter. It would seem to be our true policy, not to push our
people into industrial encounters in which defeat and impover-
ishment are inevitable, but to enter upon enterprises and develop
resources in which Providence has given us, if not an advantage,
at least an equality, in the competitions of industry.
Is not this clearly the dictate of that far-reaching and pre-emi-
nent statesmanship which makes " a small town to become a
large city " ?
It would be madness for us to attempt to compete with the
South in the raising of cotton, and the West can drive us penni-
less and hungry from the grain markets of the world, but, in the
production of fish, granite, ice, and such manufactures in wood,
metals, and textile fabrics as require skill and an educated brain,
no section can talk to us of " matches and overmatches." It is
while moving in paths pre-ordained to us that we may look for
popular prosperity and state power, and they are the real public
benefactors who have the genius to discover and develop those
natural resources in the pursuit of which we cannot be foiled
and defeated in the arena of business.
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It was the school and brains of Greece, not extent of domain
or wealth of soil, that made the little rocky republic the richest
and grandest power of its time. Themistocles could not finger
the lute, but the power, which he boasted, could transform a
mountain rock into a political magnet that would draw and hold
to itself the wealth and strength of empires.
New England is cold and sterile, but she was planted and has
been guided by men of thought and men of faith. She has
grown rich, and the world reads her record.
If, in the future, the same skill and persistency which have
characterized our people hitherto are devoted to pursuits in
which we may excel, if we cherish and cultivate the bounties of
Providence we have and do not attempt to create those we have
not, if we enhance our scanty resources by the wealth of ideas,
if we multiply our limited objective forces by the discoveries
and inventions of a disciplined subjective power, if we com-
pensate for the depressions of an ungenial clime by the heat of
an enduring zeal, if we are guided and sustained by the calm
wisdom and enduring faith that ennobled our fathers,—we shall
never be robbed into poverty by force of law nor driven into
inferiority by the jealousy of rivals.
Q6
List of lakes and ponds in New Hampshire^ exclusive of the great
lakes, Win?iipesaukee, Sunapee, Ossipee, Connecticut, etc., with
the size, character of the bottom, and species of fsh foimd in
them.
^g^WoxA-B in italics designate Itinds put in ponds by the commissioners.
Towns.
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pickerel, pouts, eels, and
suckers
Bass ('74) pickerel, pouts,
eels and suckers
































Bass, pickerel and pouts.
Perch, " " "










Pickerel, eels, perch, pout
Pickerel,eels,perch, pout,
smelts (ISll), bass ('76),
suckers, dace












































































Pickerel, perch, pouts, A;c.
Bass( 1877),pickerel,perch.
pouts, &c
iJass( 1877), pickerel, perch,
pouts, &c
Sno Rocky & sandy.
120! "
100 Rocky & sandy
300





























Bass (1874), smelt (1876),
pickerel, perch, pouts.
.
























Pickerel, perch, bass ('74).
Trout, disk, pickerel,
perch, eels, smelts, bar-
bel and 1. 1, salmon {'11).
do
Pickerel, pouts, eels, bar-
bel















































































































































































" " " pouts
Pickerel, perch, pouts, eels
Bass, pike-perch, white
perch
Pickerel, pouts, eels, sim-
fish
Pickerel, pouts, eels, sun-
lish








Smelts (1877), 6ass (1877),
pickerel, dace, minnows
Pickerel, perch
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Bass (1877), pick'l, perch,
pouts, eels

















Pick'l, perch, pouts, eels..
P'k'l, per'h, br'm, bass'li
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State of New Hampshire, Librarian's Office,
Concord, March i, 1878.
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in Gen-
eral Court co?ivefied, Wednesday^ yune 0, 1878:
According to my official duty under the laws of the state, I
report to you the affairs of this office for the year ending at
date.
It being a leading aim of the trustees to build the library up
into a comprehensive law library, they point with considerable
pride to the advances made in this respect during the past year.
The only regret was that the appropriations asked and voted at
the last session of the legislature proved so far short of the
needs that some favorable opportunities for filling broken sets
of court reports had to go by for the time. And it is now recom-
mended that there be an appropriation made, sufficient to com-
plete, during the current year, the filling up of these reports.
This, once accomplished, will give substantial character and
augmented utility to the library and will not involve a larger
sum than some of the states annually appropriate.
Under the law concerning the edition of the late geological
survey of this state, there are some hundreds of copies that fall
to the library, touching the disposal of which, it is thought, some
present restrictions ought to be removed. There are many
libraries and public institutions wherein this work would do
much good and where it could be placed in accordance with
both the interest and credit of the state. Also, there are prom-
inent geologists and explorers in behalf of science, a portion of
whom, at least, have aided and interested themselves in this
work, and it would seem right that the trustees be invested with
a larger discretion as to the disposal of some of these volumes
in these directions.
I have sold a few surplus books during the year (Laws, Regis-
ters, and Provincial Papers) to the amount of $12.37, which sum
has been applied on purchases, postage, etc.
I now append a specific account of exchanges, donations, pur-
chases, etc.
BOOKS ADDED AS EXCHANGES, ETC.
ALABAMA.
Vols.
Court Reports, vols. 51, 46, 48, 49. 4
Acts of Alabama, 1876-77. i
ARIZONA.
Acts of Arizona, 1877 (pamphlet). • i
Assembly Journal, 1877 (pamphlet). i
ARKANSAS.
Court Reports, vols. 29, 30.
Acts of 1875 ^^"^d 1S77 (^ pamphlet).
Constitution of Arkansas, 1874.
COLORADO.
Civil Code of Colorado, 2 copies. 2
General Laws of Colorado, 2 copies. 2
Legislative Manual of Colorado. i
CONNECTICUT.
Court Reports, vol. 43.
Special and Public Acts, 1877 ; 2 copies each (pamphlets).
Vols.
Legislative Documents, 1877. i
Journals of House and Senate, 1877. 2
Agricultural Report, 1876. i
Colonial Records of Connecticut, vol. 10. i
Court Reports, Queen's Bench, 38, 39. 2
Statutes of Quebec, 1876. i
Statutes of Canada, 1877. i
Statutes of Ontario, 1877. i
Journals of the Senate, 1877. i
Journals of the House of Commons and Appendix, 1877. 2
Sessional Papers, Nos. 1-9, except No. 8. 8
Home and Foreign Trade of Canada (unbound). i
Public Instruction of Canada (unbound). i
Ontario Educational Exhibit at the International Exhibi-
tion (unbound). 1
Geological Survey, Report of Progress (unbound). i
Various Department Reports (unbound). 15
DAKOTA.
Revised Codes of Dakota, 1877. i
FLORIDA.
Court Reports, vol. 15. i
Laws of Florida, 1877. i
Assembly and Senate Journals, 1877, i copy each. 2
GEORGIA.
Court Reports, vols. 54, 55, 56. 3
Laws of Georgia, 1876, 1877. 2
Journals of House and Senate, 1876, 1877 (unbound). 4
IDAHO.
Laws of Idaho, 1876-77 (unbound). i
V0LS»
ILLINOIS.
Court Reports, vols. 63-81. 19
Laws of Illinois, 1877. ' i
Catalogue of State Library, 1877. i
Report on Life-Saving Service, 1876. . " i
Auditor's Report, 1876. i
Treasurer's Report, 1876. i
Secretary's Report, 1876. 1
Governor's Message, 1876. i
Pamphlet Reports and Messages, 1S76-77. 5
History of Illinois, and Life of Ninian Edwards. i
Superintendent of Public Instruction's Report, 1875-76. i
Railroad and Warehouse Commission Report, 1875-76. i
State Board of Public Charities' Report, 1875-76. i
Canal Commissioner's Report, 1875-76. i
Adjutant-General's Report, 1875-76. x
Various Official Reports (pamphlets). 14
Sent in exchange, vols. 4-10, Provincial Papers. 7
INDIANA.
Court Reports, vols. 52-55. 4
IOWA.
Court Reports, vols. 42, 43. 2
House and Senate Journals, 1876. 2
Iowa and the Centennial. 2
Hon. C. C. Nourse's Address (pamphlet). i
KANSAS.
Court Reports, vols. 11, 12 (Webb). 2
Report of Secretary of State, 1876. i
Directory of the State Government (pamphlet). i
Laws of Kansas, 1877. i
KENTUCKY.
Court Reports, Bush, vol. 12. i
Vols.
MAINE.
Court Reports, vols. 64-66. 3
Laws of Maine, 1876 and 1877. 2
Journals of House and Senate, 1875, 1876. 4
Legislative Documents, 1876, 1877. 2
Public Documents, 1876, 1877. 4
Agriculture of Maine, 1875-76, 1876-77. 2
MARYLAND.
Court Reports, vols. 44, 45. 2
MASSACHUSETTS.
Court Reports, vols. 120, 121. 2
Eighth Annual Report of the State Board of Health (un-
bound). I
Supplement to the General Statutes, 1860-72. i
Supplement to the General Statutes, Annual, 1873, 1874
(pamphlets). 2
Public Documents, 1876, 1-5. 5
Public Charities of Massachusetts, 1876 (pamphlet). i
Centennial Exhibition Report, 1876 (pamphlet). i
MICHIGAN.
Court Reports, vols. 33, 34. 2
Public and Local Acts, 1877. 2
Legislative Manual. i
Agricultural Report, 1875, 1876. 2
School Report, 1875, 1876. 2
Board of Health Report, 1876. i
Pomology of Michigan, 1875, 1876. 2
Joint Documents, 1875, 1876. 5
Senate and House Journals, 1875. 3
Catalogue of State Library, 1877-78. i
Charities and Corrections, 1876-77. i
State Prison Investigation. i
University Livestigation, 1877, i
8
Court Reports, vol. 22.





Map, Flags of Michigan, Centennial and other minor Re-
ports (8 pamphlets). 9
Geological Survey of Michigan, vol. 3. i
Court Reports of Missouri, vols. 63, 64. 2
Laws of Missouri, 1877, 3 copies. 3
State University Catalogue. i
MISSISSIPPI.
Court Reports, vols. 52, 53. 2
Laws of Mississippi, 1877. i
House and Senate Journals, 1877. 2
Maxwell's Digest of Decisions of the Supreme Court. i
NEW HAMPSHIRE.
From B. W. Sanborn & Co., Court Reports, vols. 56, 57. 2
From Adjutant-General's Office, Reports, 1865, 1862,
1867, and 1868. 5
From the Secretary, Provincial Papers, vol. 8 (10); vol.
9 (10). 20
New Hampshire at the Centennial (3 copies). 3
Journals and Reports, 1876 (7 copies each). 14
Journals of the Constitutional Convention (pamphlets). 10
Pamphlet Laws of 1877 (9 copies bound, 3 unbound). 12
County Reports, 1877 (5 copies). 5
Provincial Papers, vol. 10. 20
Journals of New Hampshire, 1877. 6
From J. O. Adams, Secretary, Agricultural Report, vol 6. i
From J. O. Adams, Secretary, Agricultural Report, vols.
4, 5r (> 3
9
Vols.
Reports and Addresses, Centennial Papers (pamphlet). i
From E. A. Jenks, 96 copies, vol. 2, State Geology. 96
NEW JERSEY.
Report of the Centennial Commission. i
NORTH CAROLINA.
Court Reports of North Carolina, vols. 76, 77. 2
Laws of North Carolina, 1876-77 (2 copies). 2
NEVADA.
Court Reports, vol. 11. i
Laws Relating to the Public School System (pamphlet). i
Statutes of Nevada, 1S77. i
Report of the State Mineralogist, 1875-76, i
Assembly and Senate Journals, 1877. 2
Appendix to Senate Journals, 1877. 3
NEW YORK.
S. Court Reports, vols. 64, 65, 66. 3
Hun's Reports, vols. 9, 10, 11. 3
Senate Documents, 1876, vol. 6. i
Assembly Documents, 1876, vol. 8. i
Regents' Reports, 1876. i
Library Report, 1876 (pamphlet). i
Laws of 1877. 2
Senate and Assembly Journals, 1877. 3
Senate Documents, 1877, vols, x, 2, 3. 3
Assembly Documents, 1877, vols, i, 2, 3, 4, 4
Sent it exchange, vols. 8 and 9, Provincial Papers. 2
OHIO,
Court Reports, "Ohio State," vols. 26, 27. 2
Laws of Ohio, 1877. i
House and Senate Journals, 1876. 2
Executive Documents, 1876. 3
Railroad and Telegraph Reports, 1876. i
10
Vols.
Statistics of Ohio,"i876. i
Common School Reports, 1876. i
Auditor's Reports, 1876. i
Agricultural Report, 1875. i
PENNSYLVANIA.
Court Reports, vols. 80-83. 4
Laws of Pennsylvania, 1877. i
House and Senate Journals, 1877. 2
Legislative Documents, 1877. 3
Executive Documents, 1877. i
Report of Secretary of Internal Affairs, vol. 3. i
Fire and Marine and Life Insurance Report, 1876. 2
Soldiers' Orphans' Schools of Pennsylvania. i
Smull's Legislative Hand-book, 1877. i
Forty-fifth Annual Report of Pennsylvania Institution for
the Instruction of the Blind. i
RHODE ISLAND.
Census of Rhode Island, 1875. i
Acts, Resolves, and Reports. i
General Index to Rhode Island Reports. i
Legislative Manual. i
SOUTH CAROLINA.
Acts of South Carolina, 1877. i
Journals of House and Senate (unbound). 2
TENNESSEE.
Court Reports (Heiskell 9). i
Acts of Tennessee, 1877. » i
Senate Journal and Appendix, 1877. 2
House Journal and Appendix, 1877. 2
TEXAS.
Court Reports, vols. 23, 45, 46. 3




Report on Fox and Wisconsin Rivers Improvements. 2
Astronomical and Meteorological Observations, 1874. i
Journals of United States House of Representatives, ist
Session, 44th Congress (3 copies). 3
Journals of United States House of Representatives, 2d
Session, 44th Congress (3 copies). 3
Ludlow's Survej's in Montana. i
King's Geologic Explorations of 40th Parallel, vol 6. i
Patent Office Commissioners' Report (unbound). i
Patent Office Official Gazette and Index (unbound). 4
Patent Office Specifications and Drawings from October,
1876, to August, 1877, inclusive. 11
Patent Office Public Documents, ist Session, 44th Con-
gress. 104
Hayden's ist, 2d, 3d, and 4th Annual Reports. 4
Coue's Birds of the North-west. i
Jenny's Black Hills Report (pamphlet). i
Gannett's List of Elevations. i
INIatthews' Ethnology and Philology of the Hidatsa In-
dians. I
Leidy's Extinct Vertebrate Fauna (unbound). i
Thomas' Acrididae of North America (unbound). i
Cope's Cretaceous Vertebrata. i
Meek's Invertebrate Fossils. i
Packard's Geometrid Moths. i
Powell's Geology of the Uinta Mountains. i
North American Ethnology. i
Bulletins i, 2, 3, vol. 3, United States Geological Survey
(pamphlets). 4
Bulletin Nos. i and 2, Entomological Commission (pam-
phlets). 2
Bulletin 1-9, National Museum (pamphlets). 9
Vol. 4 (Paleontology), Report on Geological Surveys West
of the 1 00th Meridian, by Lieut. George M. Wheeler, i
United States Coast Survey, 1874. i
Smithsonian Report, 1876. i
Geological Explorations of 40th Parallel, vol. 2. i
12
Vols.
Report of the Chief of Ordinance. i
Coue's North American Mustelidaj. i
Coue and Allen's North American Rodentia. i
Hayden's Reports, 1875. ^
Hayden's Bulletin No. 4, vol. 3 (pamphlet). i
Hayden's Preliminary Report, 1877 (pamphlet). i
Jackson's Catalogue of Indian Photography (pamphlet). i
Annual Report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 1877. i
Report of the Chief of Engineers, in two parts. 2
Battle of Gettysburg, in sheets (map). i
Annual Report of the Librarian of Congress (pamphlet). i
Foreign Relations, 1877. i
Papers relating to Foreign Relations, 1877 (pamphlet). i
VIRGINIA.
Court Reports, vols. 26, 27. 2
First Annual Report of the Railroad Commissioner, 1877. i
Catalogue of the Virginia State Library (pamphlet). i
VERMONT.
Court Reports, vols. 48, 49. 2
Laws of Vermont, 1876 (2 copies). 2
Governor and Council, vols. 4, 5. 2
House and Senate Journals, 1876. 2
Legislative Documents, 1876, vols. 1-3. 3
Legislative Directory, 1876. i
Seventeenth and Eighteenth Registration Reports, 1873
and 1874. 2
Sowle's Address. i
Dairymen's Association Transactions (pamphlet). i
Sent in exchange, vols. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 Provincial Papers. 5
WEST VIRGINIA.
Court Reports, vol. 9. i
Laws of West Virginia, 1877. i
13
WASHINGTON TERRITORY.
Laws of Washington Territory, 1873, 1875 (unbound).
House Journal, 1873, 1875 (unbound).
WISCONSIN.
SPECIAL RECEIPTS.
From the Bunker Hill Monument Association, History of
the Association during the First Centur}^ of the
United States of America.
Mr. Marshall, Librarian, 23d Annual Report of the
Trustees of Manchester City Library, December,
1876 (pamphlet).
the Cincinnati School Board, 47th Annual Report,
the American P. C. A. Society, nth Annual Report
(pamphlet),
the Executive Committee, No. i. Proceedings of
the Worcester Society of Antiquity (pamphlet).
John S. Pierson, New York.
Dr. Duryea's Address and Princeton Roll of
Honor (pamphlet).
General Corcoran's Captivity (pamphlet).
History of the 9th Regiment, Illinois Volunteers
(pamphlet).
C. C. Dawson, "Saratoga, its Mineral Waters, etc."
Messrs. John Wiley & Sons, an Essay on New South
Wales, etc. (pamphlet).
the Republican Press Association, Daily Monitor,
vol. 25.
Vols.
Court Reports, vols. 40, 41, 42. 3
Legislative Manual of Wisconsin, 1877. 1
Laws of Wisconsin, 1877. i
Senate and Assembly Journals, 1877. 2
Message and Documents, 1877, vols, i, 2. 2
14
Vols.
From the Pennsylvania Institute for the Instruction of the
Blind, Report, 1S76 (pamphlets). 2
Egbert L. Viele, Topographical Atlas of New York
City (pamphlet). i
the author, Granville Parker, Esq., Formation of
West Virginia. i
the New Hampshire Flistorical Society, the New
Hampshire Agricultural Repository. i
Rev. H. H. Sanderson, Company Roll Books of the
First New Hampshire Regiment, presented by
Mrs. George Hubbard, Mrs. Sarah Blakemore,
and Miss Hattie Stevens, great-granddaughters
of Capt. Phinehas Stevens, 2 vols., folio. 2
the author, Hon. A. A. Parker, " Poems at Four-
score." I
Jonathan K. Smith, Esq., Dublin Town Histor}-. i
the author, Hon. Elijah Ward, Speeches, Commer-
cial, etc. I
Claremont Publishing Company.
Christianity and Modern Infidelity. i
Papers and Proceedings of the United States
Naval Institute, i, 2, and 3 (unbound). i
Vermont and New Hampshire Registers for 1878
(pamphlets). 2
Hon A. R. Hatch, Revised Ordinances of the City
of Portsmouth . . . and Special Laws, etc. i
Dr. Nathan Allen, " Treatment of the Insane " and
" State Medicines " (pamphlets). 2
the American Antiquarian Society, Proceedings,
Nos. 68, 69 (pamphlets). 2
Alfred Ela, Esq., Cambridge, Mass., Senate Journal
of New Hampshire, 1823 (pamphlet). i
Wm. Eamshaw, President, etc., History of the Sol-
diers' Home at Dayton, Ohio. i
the librarian. Report of the City Library Associa-
tion, Springfield, Mass. (pamphlet). 1
the librarian. New York Mercantile Library Associa-
tion Report, 56th (pamphlet). i
15
From Mr. John A. Harris.
Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of . . . Ma-
sons of New Hampshire, 1842-1858.
Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Masons of
New Hampshire, 1858, 1867, 1868, 1869, 1870,
1871, 1872, 1873, 1874, 1875, and 1876
(pamphlets).
Various Masonic Documents, Proceedings, etc.
(pamphlets).
Col. Horace N. Fisher, Chilian Consul, Boston,
" Estadistica Commercial de la Republica of Chile
Ano. de 1875 " (unbound).
On the origin of Kames or Eskers of New Hampshire,
by Warren Upham (pamphlet).
The Bennington Battle ; Monument and Centennial Cele-
bration, etc. (pamphlet).
Constitution and By-laws of the Boston Bar Association,
1877 (pamphlet).
From the author. Prof. O. C. Marsh, Introduction and
Succession of the Vertebrate Life in America
(pamphlet).
Catalogue of the Vermont University and State Agricul-
tural College (pamphlet).
Catalogue of the Officers and Students of Yale College
(pamphlet).
From the Congressional Law Library, vol. 4, Otto's Re-
ports.
James Nesbitt, G. S., Annual Proceedings of Royal
Arch Masons and Knights Templars of Ohio,
1877 (pamphlets),
the author, Hon. George Julian Harney, "The Anti-
Turkish Crusade " (pamphlet).
Mr. John M. Maische, Proceedings of the American
Pharmaceutical Association at the 25th Annual
Meeting at Toronto, September, 1877.





From the New Hampshire Historical Society.
Lowell Institute Lectures, i
History of Second Church, Boston. i
Massachusetts Registers, 1852-57, 1859, 1862. 8
SPECIAL ISSUES.
To the Secretary of State for distribution, Provincial Pa-
pers, vol. 7. I
Hon. Frank A. McKean, order of Gov. Cheney, Pro-
vincial Papers, vols. 6-9. 4
Dr. Nathan Allen, School Reports and Agricultural
Reports, 5 and 6. 4
the Congressional Law Library, Washington, New
Hampshire Pamphlet Laws, 1804, 1807, 1867, 1868,
1870. 5
Legislative Reports, 187 1, 1873. 2
Legislative Journals, 1873. i
To Gov. Prescott, Provincial Papers, vols. 4-7. 4
Gov. Prescott, for President Hayes, Provincial Papers,
vols. 1-7. 7
the Secretary, for Dr. 'Wm. Child, vol. 3, Provincial
Papers. i
Mr. E. C. Record, New Hampshire School Report,
1876. I
D. F. Secomb, for New Hampshire Historical Society,
Journals of New Hampshire House and Senate,
scattering from 1817 to 1874 (pamphlets). 24
New Hampshire Pamphlet Laws, June, 1826, 1827, and
November and June, 1842 (pamphlets). 4
To E. Fellows Jenkins, Secretary of S. P. C. C, Pamphlet
Laws of New Hampshire, 1877 (pamphlet). i
Wm. M. Chase, Trustee, Pamphlet Laws of New
Hampshire, 1877, i
Provincial Papers, vol. 10. i
17
Vols.
To Manchester City Library, Provincial Papers, 4-10. 7
Hon. George Julian Harney, State Department
Massachusetts, Provincial Papers, vols. 9, 10, to
complete set. 2
Rev. Silas Ketchum, Provincial Papers, vols. 1-7. 7
town of Winchester, vol, 7, Provincial Papers, to
supply loss by fire. i
SPECIAL EXCHANGES.
With Soule, Thomas, & Wentworth.
Five volumes of duplicate Laws. 5
For Flanders' Chief Justices of the United States. i
With Mr. J. S. Pierson, New York.
Vols, i-io. Provincial Papers. 10
Adjutant-General's Reports of New Hampshire (2 pam-
phlets). 8
For " Army of the Cumberland." i
" Iowa and the Rebellion." x
" Shelby and His Men." i
" Life of Jefferson Davis." i
" History of the First New Jersey Cavalry." i
" Kilpatrick and Our Cavalry." i
" Memoirs of Col. J. H. Kitching." i
" Prison Life in Libby." i
" Twenty-fourth New York Independent Battery
and Andersonville." i
" History of the Pennsylvania Reserve Corps." i
" Sherman and His Campaigns." i
Kettell's "History of the Great Rebellion." i
"New Jersey in the Rebellion." i
"The Army of the Border." i
"Three Years in Camp and Hospital." i
" Military History of Gen. Grant," vol. i. i
"History of the 27th Connecticut Regiment." i
18
Vols;.
" Poetry of the War " (White's).
" Bright's Speeches on the American War."
" History of the 9th Illinois Regiment."
" Norwich Memorial."
" Light and Dark in the Rebellion."
" John's Life with the 49th Massachusetts Reg-
iment."
" Prison Life of Jefferson Davis."
" Patriotism of Schuylkill County, Pennsylva-
nia, 1861-65."
With Dea. Secomb, for New Hampshire Historical Society.
One copy Eaton's History of Candia.
One copy, vol. i, Farmer's Monthly Visitor.
For vols. I and 2, Monthly Visitor, bound in one.
With A. M. Caverly, M. D.
Vol. 3, Provincial Papers.
For History of Pittsford, Vt.
With Dea. Secomb, for Historical Society.
" Lafayette in America,"
For " Salt's Travels in Abyssinia."
With Portland Institute and Public Library.
Provincial Papers, vols. i-io. 10
For 22 vols., "North American Review." 22
With the University of Pennsylvania, through Prof.
Hitchcock.
Vols. I and 2, New Hampshire Geology. x
For the Second Geological Survey of Pennsyl-
vania (i pamphlet). 15
With New Hampshire Historical Society.
Coleman's European Agriculture (unbound). 2
For History of Albany Penitentiary and New
Hampshire Agricultural Repository. 2
With Wisconsin Historical Society.
Vol. 10, Provincial Papers. i
For vol. 7, Wisconsin Historical Society's Collec-
tions. I
With A. A. Hanscom.
Vols. 1-5, Provincial Papers. 5
19
Vols.
For 14 copies, vol. 6, Provincial Papers, and 2
copies, Pamphlet Laws, 187 1. 16
BOOKS PURCHASED.
Florida Reports, vol. 15. i
Sanborn's History of New Hampshire. i
Burge on Suretyship. i
Avery & Hobbs, Bankruptcy Laws of the United States. 1
Transactions of the American Prison Congress, 1876. i
Proffatt on Jury Trials. i
Comstock & Child's Atlas of New Hampshire. i
Cincinnati Superior Court Reports, 4 vols. 4
Otto's United States Reports, vols. 3, 4. 2
Bump on Bankruptcy, 9th edition. i
United States Digest, New Series, vol. 7. i
English Common Law Reports, vol. 118. i
Index to English Common Law Reports, vols. 1,2. 2
McClelland's Civil Malpractice. i
Blatchford's Reports, vols. 12, 13. 2
Bissell's Reports, vols. 1-6. 6
Field's Law of Damages. i
Schouler's Personal Property, vol. 2. i
Iowa Digest, vols, i, 2. 2
National Bankruptcy Register Reports, vols. 15, 16. 2
Albany Law Journal, vol. 16. i
American Law Register, vols. 15, 16. 2
American Law Review, vols. 10, 11. 2
Abbott's New Cases, vols, i, 2. 2
Barbour's Reports, vols. 55-66 inclusive. 12
Hill & Denio's Supplement. i
Key's Reports, vols. 1-4, 4
Best on Evidence, vols, i, 2. 2
Abbott's New York Court of Appeals Reports, vols. 1-4. 4
Wait's Table of Cases. i
Sweeney's Reports, vols, i, 2. 2
Jones & Spencer's Reports, vols. 1-9. 9
Howard's Practice Reports, vols. 51, 52, 53. 3
Abbott's Practice Reports, ist Series, vols. 10-19. 10
20
VOLS^
Abbott's Practice Reports, United States, vols. 1-16. 16
Wait's Digest of Reports, vols. 4, 5. 2
New York Surrogate Reports, vols. 1-6. 6
Wheeler's Criminal Cases, vols. 1-3. 3
Daly's Reports, vols. 1-5. S
Tucker's Surrogate Reports. i
New York Code Reports. i
New York Code Reporter, vols. 1-3. 3
New York City Hall Reporter, vols. 1-3. 3
New York Select Cases. i
New York, Coleman's Cases. , i
New York, Coleman & Caine's Cases. x
New York, Anthon's Nisi Prius. i
New York, Howard's Cases. i
New York, Edmunds' Select Cases. i
Starkie on Slander and Libel. i
Forensic Medicine and Toxicology. i
Cameron & Norwood's North Carolina Reports. i
Missouri Appeal Cases, vols, i, 2. 2
Tennessee Chancery Reports, vols. 1,2. 2
Taylor's North Carolina Superior Court Cases. i
Bland's Chancery Reports, Maryland, vols. 1-3. 3.
Maryland Digest of Reports. 2
American Reports and Digest. 22.
Davies' District Court Reports. i
Crabb's District Court Reports. i
Vol. 8, New Hampshire Reports. , i
Gow's Nisi Prius Reports. i
Holt's Nisi Prius Reports. i
Jacob's Chancery Reports. i
Jacob & Walker's Reports, vols, i, 2. 2.
McClellan's Exchequer Reports. i
McClellan & Young's Reports. i
Merrivale's Chancery Reports, vols. 1-3. 3
Moody & Robinson's Nisi Prius, vols, i, 2. 2
Parker's Exchequer Reports. i
Swanston's Chancery Reports, vols. 1-3. 3
Turner & Russell's Chancery Reports. i
Peak's Nisi Prius Reports, 2 vols, in one. i
21
Vols.
Bee's Admiralty Reports. i
Pennington's New Jersey Reports, vols, i, 2. 2.
Hilliard's Law of Taxation, i
Stewart's Alabama Reports, vols, i, 3. z
Stewart & Porter's Alabama Reports, vols, i, 2. 2
Alabama Reports, vols. 16, 18, 27, 29. 4
A. K. Marshall's Kentucky Reports, vols. 1,2. 2
Littell's Kentucky Reports, vols. 3, 4. 2
Littell's Select Cases. i
Brown's (Mich.) Nisi Prius Reports, vol. i. i
J. S. Green's N. J. Reports, vol. i. i
Murphy's North Carolina Reports, vols. 1-3. 3'
Dev. & Battle's North Carolina Reports, vols, i, 2. 2
Yerger's Tennessee Reports, vols. 2, 3. 2
Blackwell on Tax Titles. i
Historic Genealogical Register, vol. 32. - i
Journal of Speculative Philosophy, vol. 12. i
Boston Daily Globe, vols. 11, 12. 2
Local Taxation. i
" What is Property ? " i
Vermont Reports, vol. 7, to complete set. i
B. Munroe's Reports, vol. 2. i
Littell's Reports, vol. 5. i
Library Journal, vol. 2. i
Law Series, English Reports. 10
Concord Directory. i
BOOKS RECOVERED.
From Maj. Josiah Stevens' Estate, by Abial Chandler,
Esq.
" Academical Lectures on the Jewish Scriptures and
Antiquities," vol. i. i
"Bridgewater Treatises," vol. 2. i
Rollin's Ancient History, vol. 2. i
LOST FROM THE SHELVES.





Receipts by regular exchange, etc. 720
Receipts by special exchange and donations. 95
i>053
Issued in exchange and donations. 125
Recovered. 3
Lost. I
Expended on library account, mostly for books, as per








STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE,
FOR TIIE YEAR KNDIXG
MAY 30, 1878,
MANCHESTER:




General Head-quaeters, Adjutant-general's Office,
Concord, N. H., May, 1878.
To His Excellency Benjamin F. Prescott, Governor and
Commander-in- Chief:—
Governor : I have' tlie honor to submit herewith to you,
and through you to the state legislature, as required by the
laws of the state and the custom of this office, my report,








Concord, N. H., May, 1878.
To His Excellency Benjamin F. Prescott, Governor and
Commander-in- Chief:—
Governor : I su];)mit for your consideration the following
report of the condition and operations of my departments
for the past year.
The state militia is still organized as one brigade under
the command of Brigadier-general J. M. Clougli, with head-
quarters at Concord. The brigade has been increased dur-
ing the past year by the addition of another regiment (the
third, under the command of Col. J. N. Patterson) ; and
the first and second have been re-organized, assigning to
the first that section of the state south of Concord and
east of the Merrimack river, to the second that section south
of Concord and west of the Merrimack, and to the third
that section north of Concord.
The first regiment. Col. J. J. Dillon commanding, with
head-quarters at Manchester, is composed of the following
companies :—
Strafford Guards, . . . Co. A, Dover, . . 39 men.
Sheridan Guards, .... Co. B, Manchester, 51 "
Portsmouth Guards, . . . Co. C, Portsmouth, 49 "
Portsmouth Heavy Artillery, Co. D, Portsmouth, 46 "
Straw Rifles, . . .




Head Guards, . . .
Co. E, Manchester, 51 men.
Co. F, Candia, . . 51 "
Co. G, Newmarket, 50 "
Co. H, Great Falls, 51 "
Co. I, Manchester, 47 "
Co. K, Manchester, 46 "
481 men.
The second regiment. Col. Daniel M. White command-
ing, with head-quarters at Peterborough, is composed of the









Co. A, So. Lyndeborough,
The organizations unattached to rcciments are as follows
First Troop Cavalry, .
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The new companies organized since last report are lo-
cated at Nashua, Keene (2), Lebanon, Franklin, and Cole-
])rook, and are made up of men who are calculated, both
mentally and physically, to make the very best soldiers ; and
I trust, that, when these companies are in complete work-
ing order, they will add much to the strength and general
efficiency of the state militia. Many petitions have been
received for permission to organize new companies, which,
for want of arms, etc., could not be granted ; but special
pains have been taken to locate the new companies at the
larger towns and cities, where they could be more easily
maintained, and where they would be more easily moved and
concentrated if needed.
The law passed by the last legislature, allowing the dif-
ferent regiments and unattached organizations to select the
style of uniform to be adopted by each, has been carried out,
and thus far has produced only good results, as is shown in
the increased interest manifested by the old companies, and
by the character of the men enlisted in the new ones.
The appointment of an inspecting and mustering officer,
authorized by the last legislature, has greatly increased the
efficiency of the militia. The first semi-annual report of
the inspector. Col. D. J. Yaughan, is appended, and also a
communication of more recent date, which will give much
interesting information. Perceptible improvement in the
drill and bearing of the men, and care of state property, is
noticeable in nearly every organization.
The celebration of the one hundredth anniversary of the
battle of Bennington (in which New-Hampshire soldiers
took so conspicuous and creditable a part) was participated
in by three companies each of the lirst and second regi-
ments, the battalion of Amoskeag Veterans, the brigade
staff, and representatives from nearly every company in tlie
state. The appropriation made for the purpose of defray-
ing the expenses was used in payment of transportation of
9
men and material, and preparing camp, the men cheer-
fully defraying the expense of sulisistence.
The command of the New-Hampshire troops was assigned
to Col. White, of the second regiment, and the honor of
the command of all the troops present from this and sister
states was conferred npon Brigadier-general Joseph M.
Clough, of the first brigade Xew-Hampshire volunteer mi-
litia, on the occasion of the grand parade. It gives me
pleasure to say, that both officers and men deported them-
selves, in the second " battle of Bennington," in a manner
highly creditable to themselves, and suffered nothing Ijy
comparison with the best troops from neighboring states.
In the unavoidable absence of the adjutant-general, the
arrangement of the details of camp, transportation, care of
propert}^ etc., was performed by Major A. W. Smith,
assistant adjutant-general, in a manner highly creditable to
that officer.
The commission for revising the militia laws, as provided
for by the last legislature, have attended to the duty as-
signed them and have submitted their report ; several im-
portant changes are recommended, such as will, doubtless,
tend in a great degree to increase the value of the services
required of the troops ; and it is hoped tliat the legislature
will deem it best to adopt the recommendations of the com-
mittee.
EEPORT OF THE INSPECTING AND MUSTERING OFFICER.
Office of Inspecting and Mustering Officer,
Portsmouth, X. H., January 30, 1878.
Sir,—I have the honor to inform you, that I have completed the
first semi-annual inspection of each company of artillery, infantiy, and
cavah-y in the state service, in accordance with act of July li, 1877.
Although, this being the first inspection, I did not exjiect to find
the various companies entii-ely prepared for a rigid scrutiny, I made
a careful and thorough inspection of the armories, uniforms, arms, and
10
equipments, the provision made by the company commanders for the
protection and preservation of state jiroperty, and, as far as possible,
the proficiency in drill and discipline of the men. The average attend-
ance at the inspection was thirty-four, officers and men. The total
number reported on the rolls was eighty-one officers and twelve hun-
dred and ninety men. There was considerable interest evident, and
every facility was afforded me to make a full and complete examina-
tion. The rooms occupied as armories by many of the companies are
entirely inadequate for the purposes for which they are used. They
are so small, company movements cannot be executed, and, in a few,
there is hardly space enough to jiroperly form in line. The property
is generally very well taken care of, all but one being provided with
closets or boxes for uniforms, and racks for arms, etc. Considerable
care has been taken by some to guard against the inroads of moths,
who seem to have a particular pencJiant for soldiers' clothing. The
uniforms of many of the companies are very much worn. Some of
them have been in use more than five years, were originally of inferior
materials, and are so shabby the men dislike to wear them.
The exhibition of drill was necessarily somewhat restricted by the
craniped limits of many of the armories, and was confined in a large
measure to the manual of arms. There is, in many of the companies,
too little attention paid to the details, and unsteadiness in line, and
carelessness in putting on the uniform. Wrong commands occasion-
ally given by the officers indicate a lack of familiarity with the tactics.
Some of the officers are not provided with proper uniforms, a few
appearing in citizens' clothes, with sword and belt.
The guns generally exhibited evidence of care. With the exception
of two companies which have the improved breech-loading rifles, the
infantry are armed with old guns that have been long in use and are
Avith difficulty kept in condition. I report a total of thirty-four guns
unserviceable. Some of them are but slightly out of repair*.
In the keeping of the company books, there is some neglect shown.
It is diflacult to tell the number of men— or their names— available
in some of the companies, the amount of jtroperty in charge, or from
whom received. The orderly-book is not understood by many.
In conclusion, there is a good degree of interest manifest on the part
of both officers and men, which promises well for improvement in the
future. Lack of uniformity and efficiency is, to a lai'ge extent, ac-
counted for, when it is taken into consideration that our militia for
many years has consisted of companies isolated from each other and
rarely meeting in regimental organization. The lively interest which
recently seems to be awakened througliout the state will be an incen-
11
tive to more vigorous eifort to correct faults which now exist, aud
make the militia a credit to the state and an honor to its members.
Yeiy respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. J. VAUGHAN,
Colonel, Inspectincj and Mustering Officer.
Gex. Ika Cross, Adjutant-general,
Concord, N. H.
Office of Inspectikg and Mustering Officer,.
Portsmouth, May 15, N. H.
Sir,— I have the honor to inform you, that I have nearly completed
the second semi-annual inspection of the Xew-Hampshire volunteer
militia, as provided by act of July 14, 1877. I am happy to report,
that, since the first inspection, marked improvement is visible in the
companies in drill and discipline, and more careful attention to their
duties on the part of both officers and men is apparent. The official
visit twice a year of an inspecting officer stimulates the members of
the militia to gi-eater care in the preservation of the property of the




Colonel, Inspecting and Mustering Officer.
ANNUAL ENROLLMENT, ETC.
The footing of the enrollment returns shows that the
whole number of men liable to do military duty is 43,698,
which, with the enlisted men, gives us an available force of
45,432 men.
The town clerks, who are required to report the annual
enrollment, generally reported promptly, but occasionally it
has required repeated calls upon them to get any response.
The necessity for prompt and full returns will be apparent,
as the amount of military property annually received from
the general goverimient depends upon the number of en-
rolled men returned.
At the present time, we are indebted to the war depart-
ment at Washington to the amount of .f2284.44, which will
be canceled by our credit due in July.
12
quartermaster-general's department.
Considerable outlay has been made during the past year
in purchasing new uniforms for such companies as were in
need of them and for new organizations (six in all), and
in altering over, to match the new ones, such as were in
suitable condition.
We have been allowed to overdraw our account at Wash-
ington, and have received one hundred breech-loading rifled
muskets wliich are charged to our account in advance of
next annual credit.
As our military property is annually becoming more
valuable, the necessity for some suitable fire-proof building
at the capital becomes more urgent. We are now renting
room for store-house at an expense of two hundred dollars
per annum, which sum is more than equal to the interest
on the cost and repairs of such a building as is needed. I
trust, as a matter of economy, an appropriation for this pur-
pose will be made.
When the new company was organized at Nashua, it was
felt that better arms than the state had at command should
be placed in their hands, and a liberal city government and
patriotic citizens generously purchased breech-loading rifles
for them.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
IRA CROSS,
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REPORTS OF THE CHAPLAIN AND PHYSICIAN;







































To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council:—
Gentlemen : I would respectfully submit the following re-
port of the affairs of the state-prison for the year ending April
30, 1878.
Since the date of my last report, we have experienced no
changes of a character that call for any particular allusion in
this report. The daily routine of prison life becomes monoto-
nous, and so exceptionally free from every disturbing element
have we been that my report will necessarily be very brief.
As anticipated in my last report, the number of convicts has
largely increased ; and, at this time, we have a population of one
hundred and ninety-four, one hundred and eighty-six males
and eight females. During the winter, owing to our limited ac-
commodations, we were obliged to double the number of men in
the cells on one division, namely, confine forty men in cells in-
tended for twenty. It was deemed unsafe from a sanitary point
of view to continue this through the coming summer ; and, under
the direction of the governor and council, I have fitted the
chapel into a sleeping-room, and there are now forty men oc-
cupying beds there. A temporary chapel has been fitted up un-
der your direction in the second story of the building known as
the wash-room. The many inconveniences we suffer on account
of our limited accommodations you are thoroughly familiar with ;
and the attention with which you have listened to my suggest-
ions, as well as the assistance you have given me, has served to
lighten the load of my responsibility ; and, knowing that soon we
shall have better quarters in a new prison, I refrain from ex-
tended statements on this point.
We have not experienced an amount of sickness that vi^as not
anticipated from our crowded condition. No epidemic disease
has prevailed in the prison during the year, and the majority of
our deaths were due to consumption. For a statement of the sani-
tary condition of the prison, I respectfully refer you to the re-
port of the physicans. Too much credit cannot be given them
for their patience with our poor accommodations and their ex-
cellent care of the sick.
The duties of the chaplain have been very pleasantly and
faithfully performed by our chaplain, Rev. Sullivan Holman. I
would respectfully invite your attention to his report.
By reference to the report of the treasurer, it will be seen, that
the earnings of the prison for the year have been $24,306.27,
and the expenses $16,861.90, leaving a balance of gain for the
year of $7,444.37.
There are no outstanding claims against the prison.
To his excellency the governor and the honorable councilors,
I tender my heartfelt thanks for their kind indulgence, advice>
and support.
The officers of the institution will accept my thanks for the
satisfactory manner in which they have discharged their duties.
Statistical tables will be found annexed to this report.
J. C. PILSBURY, Warden.
Concord, N. H., May i, 1878.
REPORT
Committee on the State-Prison,
To the Governor and Council :—
Your committee on the state-prison respectfully submit their
report for the year ending April 30, 1878.
Repeated visits to the prison during the year, a careful in-
spection of its various departments, and inquiry into the meth-
ods of management employed by the warden have satisfied the
committee that the government of the institution has been such
as to demand the expression of our special commendation.
Under peculiar disadvantages, the affairs of the prison have
been conducted with marked efficiency, good order, and a per-
fection of discipline rarely maintained in any similar institution.
It is, emphatically, a very poor prison very well managed.
Originally constructed for the accommodation of one hundred
and thirty convicts, the number has increased, from year to
year, till, at the present time, there are one hundred and ninety-
four prisoners confined within its walls. To find room for this
increased number of inmates, it has been necessary to use the
corridors for a dormitory, during the entire year, by placing ten
cots outside the cells, for the use of such prisoners as, in the
judgment of the warden, could be most safely trusted. For the
same reason, the warden has been obliged to confine two con-
victs in single cells, in a space hardly sufficient for one person.
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What is called the hospital (a misnomer, except that it is the
only place where the sick can be cared for) has been the sleep-
ing-room of healthy men, the sick and well being crowded to-
gether for want of room elsewhere. This state of things became
so disgraceful and unendurable, that, by the action of the gov-
ernor and council, March 5, 1878, it was voted, " that the warden
of the state-prison be authorized to fit ujd the chapel as a sleep-
ing-room for such persons as cannot be accommodated in the
cells, and that he fit up, for chapel exercises, the second story in
the building on the south side of the prison yard, vacated by
George T. Comins, contractor for prison labor ; and that the
necessary alterations be made under the direction of the prison
committee." By this arrangement, a commodious and well-ven-
tilated sleeping-room was secured for forty convicts, and some
relief was obtained from the crowded condition of the other
apartments of the prison. The action of the last legislature,
providing for the erection of a new state-prison, came none too
soon ; and the capacity of the contemplated building, by which
the number of cells is limited to two hundred, will scarcely sup-
ply the room required for the convicts by the time the building
will be ready for occupation. At the present time, there are one
hundred and ninety-four prisoners on the roll, and the number
is steadily increasing. It would seem a measure both wise and
economical for the state to provide means for additional cells,
which are certain to be needed at no distant time.
The contract with Mr. G. T, Comins for prison labor remains
the same as agreed upon October i, 1876, and is to continue
five years from that date, unless terminated at an earlier period
by either party giving six months' notice, in writing, to the other
party. By the conditions of this instrument, the contractor
pays forty-six and one-half cents per day for each man ; and,
when the number of working-men is reduced to one hundred or
less, the per diem is increased to fifty cents ; but, in no case, is
the contractor obliged to furnish employment for more than one
hundred and fifty men. These terms seem to be quite favor-
able to the contractor, yet the depressed state of business
throughout the country has been, and continues to be, such as
to forbid a demand for more advantageous terms to the state.
For a considerable portion of the year, the number of convicts
able to labor has largely exceeded the number required to be
employed by the terms of the contract. To utilize the labor of
so many hands, it became necessary to furnish new shop-room
for men and machinery ; and, after examination of the prison
grounds and consultation with the warden, it was decided that
the only available space which could be appropriated for this
purpose was the west part of the area between the old work-
shop and the prison. By action of the governor and council, a
resolution was passed authorizing the contractor to erect a new
work-shop within the prison yard, between the present work-shop
and the north wing of the prison, said new work-shop to be one
hundred and twenty feet long by fifty feet wide, to be one
story, not exceeding eight feet in height, with asbestos roof, the
building to be twelve feet distant from the present work-shop.
The new building is insured by the contractor at his own ex-
pense, for the benefit of the state ; and the state is at no ex-
pense in the erection of said building or in the changes made
necessary thereby. Persons familiar with the enclosure of the
present prison will at once perceive that very little open ground
remains ; the surface is nearly all covered with buildings. With
the spacious ground secured for the new state-prison and the
improvements which will be introduced into the buildings, we
may confidently expect exemption from the disadvantages and
insuperable evils which attach to the present prison premises.
We cannot speak too highly of the manner in which the warden
and his subordinate officers have discharged the duties of their
responsible trust. The excellent order noticeable in all the de-
partments of the prison, the vigilant, impartial, and discriminat-
ing discipline exercised over the convicts, are cause for congrat-
ulating the state in having an institution of such importance
under the control of an officer so efficient and faithful.
The number of applications for pardon has been fifteen, and
the number of pardons granted is seven. In this statement, the
discharge of prisoners under the statute by which the term of
confinement is shortened on account of good behavior is not in-
cluded. The general principle by which the council have been
guided in their action upon petitions for pardon has been.
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that the courts and juries are best qualified to decide on the
kind and degree of punishment which the law-breaker deserves
and which the safety of the community requires, and that, unless
some new light is thrown upon a case subsequent to trial and
sentence or unless the officers of the law engaged in the trial
think proper to recommend a pardon, it is not the duty of the
council to interfere. The arguments and devices resorted to by
friends and interested parties to secure the release of convicted
felons, if successful, would defeat the ends of justice and rob
society of the protection of which the laws are its only safe-
guard. Of course, there are cases of serious ill health, from
which hope of recovery is excluded, which appeal to the senti-
ment of humanity with conclusive force, which must be decided
by a different rule.
For information touching the moral and intellectual condition
and treatment of the prisoners, we refer to the report of the
chaplain, whose former experience in this service, whose good
judgment, and Christian fidelity are a guaranty that the best in-
fluences will be exerted on the characters of the unfortunate
persons placed under his care.
There have been less sickness and mortality among the prison-
ers during the year than would have been anticipated, consider-
ing the condition of the hospital, which was occupied both by
the sick and well, the vitiated atmosphere the men were com-
pelled to breathe, and the want of sanitary conveniences gener-
ally. The number of deaths from disease is eleven, and one
has suffered the extreme penalty of the law on the gallows.
The prison physician is called upon not only to treat real dis-
ease, under adverse conditions, but to perform what is often a
more difficult and delicate duty, to discriminate between actual
and simulated sickness. Cases of this kind not unfrequently
occur, in connection with applications for pardon, in which a
knowledge of diagnosis and professional qualifications of a high
order are called into requisition. The governor and council
have, in all such cases, been greatly assisted by the professional
opinion of the gentleman who holds the office of prison physi-
cian. A spirit of mutual accommodation has made it possible
for the contractor to give employment to all the men able to
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labor, without serious embarrassment to the warden and his as-
sistants in managing the prisoners. We trust that the result of
employing the prison labor under the present terms of agree-
ment will be satisfactory to the contractor and beneficial to the
state. We tender to the warden and his assistants and to the
contractor our thanks for the courtesy with which they have
uniformly treated the committee and the assistance rendered in
their examination of the prison. We congratulate all connected
with the present institution, upon the promise of a new struct-
ure, to be built on a desirable lot, with ample grounds, in a
healthy location, to be furnished with the best modern conven-
iences, for which the liberality of the legislature has provided.
Respectfully submitted.
JOHN M. PARKER, ) Committee
EDWARD SPALDING, \ on
JEREMIAH BLODGETT, ) State-prison.

TREASURERS REPORT.
To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council:—
Gentlemen : I have the honor to respectfully submit the
following report of the financial transactions on account of the
New-Hampshire state-prison, for the fiscal year ending April 30,
1878.
RECEIPTS.
Cash on hand May i, 1877,
United-States prisoners (board (
Subsistence (board of officers),
Incidentals,
14




ASSETS MAY I, 1877.
Land, at cost, $700.00
Provisions, etc., on hand, as per inventory, 2,342.48
State notes, 33,000.00
Due from contractor for convict labor
for the months of March and April,
1877, 3.081.78
Cash on hand May i, 1877, 7,102.04
Total assets May i, 1877, $46,226.30
Loss during the year, 2,575.18
ASSETS MAY I, 1878.
Land, at cost, $700.00
Provisions, etc., on hand, as per inventor}', 2,240.82
State notes, 23,000.00
Due from contractor for convict labor
for March and April, 1878, 3,723.71
Cash on hand May i, 1878, 14,006.14
Total assets May i, 1878, $43,670.67
Transferred from prison fund to state
treasury for purchase of land for new
prison, 10,000.00
$53,670.67
Deduct assets May i, 1877, 46,226.30
Gain during the year, $7,444.37
During the year I have transferred from the prison fund to
the state treasury the sum of $10,000 to pay the awards of the
county commissioners for land taken for the new prison.
From the foregoing statements it will be observed that the
prison fund has increased during the year in the sum of $7,.
444.37 '} $2,255.28 of this gain is from interest account, leaving
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TABLE. — Showing the number of convicts in the prison committed, discharged, pardoned,
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To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Coicncil :—
Gentlemen : My report of the condition of the department
under my immediate supervision does not cover the entire
political year, as I entered upon my duties July i, 1877.
It is often difficult to determine the motives prompting men
to heed religious instruction, as some sinister consideration may
underlie their apparent sincerity. It is only by their fruits we
can really know them to be honest and true, and it is quite
difficult, and often impossible, to arrive at a satisfactory opinion
of their true character. This is emphatically true of convicts,
who, from the moment they pass to the inside, have thought of
little but how they shall avoid some portion of their sentence.
Ignorance of religious truth, almost entire deficiency or great
obtuseness of moral perception, and a very indistinct idea of ac-
countability are characteristics of most of those in this, and
other like, institutions. We are very likely to withhold from them,
therefore, that confidence we should have in others, and scarcely
dare to give them the same encouragement to lead a religious
life. But, whatever the discouragements, we go on sowing the
seed, waiting the harvest, hoping for appropriate fruit. Few
can appreciate the embarrassments under which our work is
prosecuted.
While crime should be met with a certainty of punishment,
the reformation of the criminal is not only desirable, but should
be deemed an important result to be attained ; and thus, instead
of throwing back upon society from time to time a mass of
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moral corruption of which they have been relieved for a season,
hese men should, if possible, be sent forth with stronger virtu-
ous impulses, and higher purposes to cultivate those excellencies
of character that will make them a blessing and not a curse.
RELIGIOUS SERVICES
have been held as usual, in the chapel, at nine o'clock Sabbath
morning ; immediately after, in the female department ; and then,
in the hospital ; after which, until one o'clock P. M., the time is
devoted to visiting the men at their cells. At 3,45 P. M., service
again in the chapel; and Wednesday evening, prayer-meeting. The
crowded condition of the prison has rendered necessary such
changes as will restrict us hereafter to one service on the Sab-
bath in the chapel, but not interfering with the regular service in
the female department or hospital.
THE LIBRARY
was thoroughly examined and repaired immediately after I en-
tered upon my duties, A large number of books were so nearly
worn out as to be worthless, so that, after extensive repairing
and the addition of about one hundred and sixty volumes of
new books, the catalogue numbers one hundred and fifty less
than last reported. Many that were retained and repaired are
now in no condition for use and must be laid aside at the next
examination. Many books will never be worn out, for
they are never read ; they are so old and unattractive in style
and heavy in matter, that to compel a man to read them under
the most favorable circumstances would be affliction enough,
and to require a convict to devour them would be punishment
not included in his sentence. While many will read very little
but the most sensational and trashy novels within their reach,
there are a large class who are looking for a better class of
books. The improvement in this regard is very marked in the
last six months ; a class of religious books that have rarely been
disturbed are being largely called for, and historical works are
eagerly sought. Books of the better class should take the place
of some of questionable morality and corrupting influence.
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These considerations and the rapidly increasing number of
convicts will require an increased appropriation, necessary to
keep pace with the demand. The institution was found very
deficient in a supply of Bibles, which deficiency has been fully
met.
May I suggest that the prison committee audit my account of
the expenditure of money at my disposal, and examine into the
general condition and needs of the library ?
My acknowledgments are due the warden and deputy for their
uniform readiness to give every reasonable facility for the
prosecution of my duties. Hoping the administration of my
department of the institution will meet with your approval,
I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant,
S. HOLMAN, Chaplam.
Concord, N. H., May i, 1S78.

PHYSICIAN S REPORT.
To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council:—
The report of the physician of the prison for the past politi-
cal year must, of necessity, be very like that of past years.
Fortunately, the legislature has authorized the construction of a
new prison, which, with its modern appliances, will, it is hoped,
furnish the inmates the best sanitary conditions and give us
almost complete immunity against the causes of disease and
death with which we have ineffectually struggled for many years
in the old prison. The rapid increase in the number of convicts
has rendered the warden's position peculiarly trying for the past
two years. Our cells, already full, could, seemingly, accommodate
no more ; then double beds were placed in the lower corri-
dor, and the number increased from time to time until it was not
considered safe to supply further sleeping accommodation in
this manner. The warden, in this emergency, put an additional
bunk into twenty of the cells upon the ground-floor. It seemed
cruel to shut up two men in one of our narrow, low-studded
cells : and the warden, after much reflection, solved the difficulty
by converting the chapel into an open dormitory, containing
beds for forty men. The windows were properly protected; and
now these men enjoy open, airy, and well-ventilated sleeping
quarters, which cannot fail to have a favorable influence upon
their health. In other respects, no changes have been made in
the sanitary condition of the prison ; and it is hoped none will
be needed in the two years that must elapse before the inmates
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can be removed to the new structure. The sickness for the past
year has averaged very much as in past years, and has, as usual,
been mostly confined to the weak and debilitated victims of bad
practices and intemperance, while most of the inmates with bet-
ter antecedents and unbroken constitutions have escaped any
serious illness. With the admitted imperfections of the institu-
tion, this favorable record is wholly due to the watchful care of
the warden and his accomplished deputy, both of whom are in-
defatigable in their efforts to promote the health and well-being
of the prisoners. They accomplish this result by their thorough
knowledge of each man personally, regulating the character of
the work, the diet, and, to a limited extent, the sleeping-quarters,
according to the necessities of each individual case. I am con-
vinced, that, if the same intelligent supervision is exercised over
the new structure, it will yet issue the best health-report and the
smallest death-rate of any prison in New England. I say this
deliberately, after a somewhat extended observation of other
and more modern prisons, where the watching and care of the
person is delegated to irresponsible under-officers. The number
of deaths since the last report is eleven, besides La Page, who
was executed, upon the dates and from the causes set forth be-
low.
LIST OF DEATHS.
June 5, 1877, Lewis Lawler, phthisis.
July 30, 1877, Bernard Riley, phthisis.
August I, 1877, William S. Pattee, general debility.
August 6, 1877, J. H. Butters, dropsy.
August 19, 1877, James Leahy, phthisis.
September 26, 1877, Lyman Powell, typhoid fever.
December 8, 1877, A. S. Piper, phthisis.
December 30, 1877, Chas. Allsaints, phthisis.
January 3, 1878, Otis A. Gate, phthisis.
February 24, 1878, James Wood, typhoid dysentery.
February 27, 1878, Joseph P. Ryan, phthisis.
March 15, 1878, Joseph La Page, executed.
The average number of patients, including the sick in the
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hospital, prescribed for daily during the year is ten. The number
of prescriptions dispensed is 1,115.
As before stated, the diseases have been of the ordinary kind,
as seen in former years. If any change has been noticed, it is
that we have had less fevers of various kinds and more rheuma-
tism. We always have quite a number of scrofulous cases,
many of which terminate in consumption, while others live for
years, suffering from scrofulous abscesses of the glands about
the neck and groins.
In conclusion, I beg leave to tender my thanks to the warden
and his deputy, and to my associate. Dr. Barney, for the uniform
courtesy they have extended to me in our official intercourse,
and for their valued aid and advice in my efforts to care for the
sick under my charge.
I have the honor to remain, ver)' respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
A. H. CROSBY, M. D., Prison Physician.
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF VISITORS.
7b the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives :—
The undersigned, by the statutes of the state, are constituted
a board of visitors of the New-Hampshire asylum for the insane.
In that capacity they have attended to the duties assigned them,
and respectfully report as follows :—
On Friday, the tenth day of May, we made the annual visit,
for the purpose of inspecting the institution in all its depart-
ments and of making such inquiries as suggested themselves
to each member of the board. We are happy to say that we
found everything about the institution conducted in an admira-
ble manner and satisfactory to the board. The patients in all
the wards appeared as comfortable as it is possible to make
«uch an unfortunate class. Dr. Jesse P. Bancroft, the accom-
plished superintendent, who has, for so many years, successfully
managed this state institution, has made, during the past year,
many needed and valuable improvements, which make the wards
much more convenient and attractive for the patients and the
attendants who have them in charge. More light has been ad-
mitted by the introduction of bay-windows, and the views from
the windows are more extended and attractive. Suits of rooms
have been fitted up, so that the friends and relatives of patients
who may desire can visit and remain with them in sickness and
•death, and not be disturbed by other patients. Bath-rooms and
water-closets have been constructed, with the latest improve-
ments introduced and the best system of ventilation known to
science, and which works admirably and keeps the wards free
from impure air. We are entirely satisfied that the managers of
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this institution are honestly, conscientiously, and faithfully per-
forming their delicate and difficult duties in providing for the
comfort and alleviating the suffering of this unfortunate class
who are unable to provide for, or take care of, themselves
;
and we are satisfied that the asylum merits the confidence of
the public.
In 1876, a commission was authorized and appointed which
should thoroughly examine into the affairs of the institution
from the time of its establishment to the time of making their
report. After a long and careful investigation, accurately and
minutely made, they reported to the last legislature, that they
found everything in a condition satisfactory to them, not only in
the management of the finances, but in the general management
of the institution. Last year, the legislature made an appropri-
ation of six thousand dollars for the erection of a new boiler-
house, at a safe distance from the main structure, to ensure
safety, and to get a better supply of steam and power for heating
the building and doing the necessary work. A large and well-
constructed boiler-house has been erected, meeting fully the de-
mands of the institution ; but, in removing the boilers and pur-
chasing a large amount of piping and making the flues to the
chimney, the amount of the expense exceeded the appropriation
some few hundred dollars. It was also found necessary to pur-
chase a new engine, as the old one, which had been in constant
use for more than a quarter of a century, was not sufficient in
strength and capacity to perform the labor. A new engine of
improved pattern was purchased for one thousand dollars, and
the old one was turned in as part payment. These additional
expenditures were absolutely necessary, and they now meet
every requirement. Dr. Bancroft has also expended from the
funds or earnings of the asylum, in the alterations before al-
luded to, about three thousand dollars ; and this has made a per-
manent addition to the property of the state. The room under
the main building from which the boilers were removed remains
as it was left. It is much needed for a drying-room and will
probably require not far from one thousand dollars to fit it up.
As these necessary changes have been made, and at a reasonable
expense, and as the effect of all of them has been to increase
the value of the property of the state, we think an appropriation
of five thousand dollars should be made, to replace the funds
taken from the institution and to fit up the old boiler-room as a
drying-room. Less can be done for the support of the inmates
when the funds are put into buildings and improvements.
This asylum is an ornament to the state, is admirably and
satisfactorily conducted, and we think the state is in duty bound
to keep it at its high standard and not let it fall behind similar
institutions in the country ; for, when we do this, patients will
be sent elsewhere.









To the Honorable Legislature of the State of New Hampshire :—
The trustees of the New-Hampshire asylum for the insane
respectfully present this, their thirty-sixth annual, report.
Accompanying this, they herewith transmit to your honorable
body the following reports to them made, viz.: —
1. Of the superintendent.
2. Of the treasurer.
3. Of the financial agent.
4. Of the building committee of the new boiler-house.
superintendent's report.
The first gives in detail the present condition of the asylum
and an account of its important work during the past year. It
will be seen thereby, that the number of patients received during
that period is one hundred and fourteen ; the number discharged,
one hundred and eighteen ; and that two hundred and seventy-
seven are now under treatment in its various wards.
A full account of the very important modifications and im-
provements of the halls of the Chandler wing, recently made,
is also therewith presented, as well as of the construction of a
long and expensive drain, which now connects the main sewer
of the asylum with one of the city of Concord, in Spring street,
whereby the sewage of the institution is now conducted to Mer-
rimack river.
You will also find in that report mention of the new boiler
and engine house erected during the year, which obviates the
danger and inconvenience heretofore resulting; from the location
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of the heating boilers in the basement of the laundry. This
structure, together with a new cellar for the winter storage of
vegetables, and the removal and modification of the old building
formerly containing the machinists' and carpenters' shops, meet
wants long felt, and increase greatly the asylum's efficiency at
those points. It should be added that the economy of its man-
agement has also been subserved thereby in an important degree.
The account of hay, vegetables, meat, milk, etc., raised the
past year upon the asylum farm, also therein contained, shows
not only its large productiveness, but its increasing value to the
institution. It now furnishes to the house all the milk required
in cooking and for the use of patients, and saves all cash ex-
penditures for this article, which, in some former years, have
amounted to more than a thousand dollars.
treasurer's report.
It will be seen, by a reference to the report of the treasurer,
that the asylum has been self-sustaining during the past year.
His receipts have been eighty-two thousand five hundred and
twenty-eight dollars and thirty-seven cents ; his expenditures,
eighty-two thousand three hundred and fifty-four dollars and
seventy-three cents ; and the financial year closed with a balance
of one hundred and seventy-three dollars and sixty-four cents of
cash on hand. For a statement in detail of these, you are re-
ferred to his report herewith submitted.
report of the financial agent.
We also invite your attention to the accompanying report of
the financial agent, which affords particular accounts of the
several permanent funds of the asylum and the manner of their
investment. All of the securities in which these have been
placed are believed to be sound and are paying dividends. With
a very few exceptions, they would command handsome premiums
if offered for sale in the market.
report of the building committee.
We also respectfully ask your consideration of the report of
the committee appointed at our last annual meeting to procure
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the erection of a new boiler and engine house, for defraying the
cost of which the legislature of 1877 made an appropriation of
six thousand dollars. The building contemplated has been
erected, and to it have been removed the steam boilers hereto-
fore placed in the basement of the laundry. It is a substantial
brick structure of two stories, and is sixty-five feet long by fifty
feet wide. Besides an ample boiler apartment, it contains an
engine-room, repair and machinists' shops, and a commodious
chamber, not j^et fully finished, in which it is hoped, at no
distant day, to organize some recreative industry, for the benefit
of certain classes of our male patients. It appears, by the re-
port of the committee, that the cost of this building and of the
fixtures connected therewith has exceeded the appropriation
above referred to, which was somewhat less than the estimate
presented at the time the same was asked for. Some unantici-
pated items of expenditure, subsequently found unavoidable,
were not included therein. Among these, may be mentioned the
large amount of new piping required upon the removal of the
boilers, an additional force-pump, and a new stationary engine
to take the place of the old one, which, after a service of some
twenty-five years, had become inadequate to the increased de-
mands of the institution, besides being so nearly worn out as to
make its repair unprofitable. This excess of expenditure be-
yond the appropriation has been met by money advanced, in
part by the treasurer, from current receipts, and in part by the
financial agent, from the income of the permanent funds.
We respectfully suggest to your honorable body the propriety
of making provision, b}'' an additional appropriation of five thou-
sand dollars, for the restoration of this amount to the channels
from which it would be improper to permanently divert it.
It is with profound regret that we hereby announce the de-
cease, during the past year, of two very valuable members of
our board. Dr. Albert Smith, of Peterborough, and Mr. John V.
Barron, of Concord. Both were deeply interested in the welfare
of the asylum and were ever ready to render a cheerful dis-
charge of the various duties incident to the position which they
occupied as members of its board of trustees.
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DR. ALBERT SMITH.
Albert Smith, M. D., LL. D., was born in Peterborough, this
state, June i8, 1801, and died in his native town, February 22,
1878.
Dr. Smith was the son of Samuel and Sally Garfield Smith, of
Peterborough. He was fitted for college at Groton Academy,
when a little over twelve years of age, but the depression of
business following the war of 18 12 with England was such that
his father could not carry out his cherished wish for a collegiate
education at that time ; he therefore put him to work in his cot-
ton-factory. Here he continued, part of the time as superin-
tendent of the spinning, until about his twentieth year, when,
pecuniary affairs having so brightened as to permit it, he entered
Dartmouth College, having kept up his studies as best he could
without any outside assistance whilst working in the factory. He
graduated in 1825, having assigned to him in the commence-
ment exercises an oration, the subject of which was " The Navi-
gation of the Connecticut River." In his class are many noted
names, among which were Judge Heath, LL. D., of North Car-
olina
; Judge Redfield, LL. D. ; Judge Woods, LL. D. ; Caleb
C, Henry, professor and author ; and Rev. Dr. Manser.
For a few years after he graduated, he followed his former
business in Peterborough, acting as clerk of the Phoenix fac-
tory. He continued to assist his father in the cotton factor)'
until 1829, when, his father failing in business, he decided to
change his occupation, and began the study of medicine. Dur-
ing his three years' course of study, he attended medical lect-
ures, first at the Bowdoin school of medicine, in Maine, the
College of Physicians and Surgeons of New York, and, lastly, at
Dartmouth Medical School, where he took his degree of M. D.
in 1833. After receiving his degree, he opened an office in
Leominster, Mass., where he continued in practice till 1838, with
good success and making many warm friends ; but he had a
strong attachment to his early home and a great desire to cast
his lot among the friends of his early days. He therefore re-
turned to Peterborough in the year 1838, and there continued
in the full practice of his profession almost to the day of his
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death, dying, literally, with the harness on, having been confined
to the house but a few days, and dying, of pneumonia, but four
days before the fiftieth anniversary of his marriage, to the cele-
bration of which invitations to his friends had been given out
;
but the angel of death, unbidden, came and changed the house
of rejoicing to a house of mourning. For a number of years
his friends had noticed that the cares of his profession and the
Aveight of years had told upon his constitution ; and, though they
had not dimmed the brightness of his eye or the vigor of his in-
tellect, yet they told upon his physical strength, and the power
of endurance and the elasticity of step that had marked his ear-
lier years had evidently failed; and still, though he had more
than filled out the allotted period of three-score and ten years,
the call to leave this earth seemed to come all too soon, for we
could not realize that time had been making such rapid strides
and undermining the strength of our friend, whose mind had the
quickness and brightness of youth.
Dr. Smith's qualifications and attainments in his profession
are shown by the many positions of honor which he held. In
the year 1849, ^^^ was appointed to the chair of materia medica
and therapeutics at Dartmouth College, where he continued to
lecture, with eminent success, receiving the uniform commenda-
tion of his pupils, till the year 1870, when he resigned. Upon
retiring from the active duties of the chair, he was appointed
emeritus professor, and also had the honorary degree of LL. D,
bestowed upon him. He, in 1857, lectured upon materia med-
ica and therapeutics at the Vermont Medical College, at Castle-
ton, and, in the year 1859, upon the same branches, in the Bow-
doin Medical School, of Maine, He received the honorary de-
gree of M, D, from Rush Medical College, of Chicago, and
was elected honorary member of the New-York state medical
society in the year 1866, He was also president of our state
medical society, member of the national medical association,
and, at different times, delegate to the various state medical so-
cieties,
Dr, Smith was an indefatigable worker, as all his papers
evince. What he did he did thoroughly ; the subject was ex-
hausted. His papers read before our state society were mod-
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els of conciseness and thoroughness ; and his more extended
work, the history of his native town of Peterborough, shows
laborious research and a quick appreciation of all that makes
such a history valuable.
Dr. Smith was an easy speaker and would alwaj'^s command
the attention of his audience. His manner was quiet, and his
language remarkably free from verboseness. He always care-
fully wrote out and read all his papers and lectures.
He loved his profession and was devoted to its advancement.
He hated shams and despised quackery in all its manifold forms,
whether in or out of the regular profession. He had a thorough
belief in legitimate medicine, and probably more faith in the
power of drugs to control disease than many of the younger mem-
bers of the profession, and this belief was most probably strength-
ened by the close study of materia medica rendered necessary
for the proper preparation of his lectures ; and yet he did not
blindly follow routine, but was ever ready to receive any new
fact, come from whatever source it might, that would relieve the
sufferings of his patients ; and, whilst highly regarding therapeu-
tics, he did not disregard hygiene, and gave due value to those
important factors in the treatment of disease, pure air and wa-
ter. He was eminently a working and reading man, and took
every opportunity to enlarge his mind and advance his knowl-
edge. He could almost always be found present at the meeting
of the state medical society, and, when there, was not an idle
spectator, but took an active part in its deliberations, either in
the presentation of essays or papers, or acting on important com-
mittees. Whilst Dr. Smith was a successful iDhysician and was
a close student, yet, with a modesty that belongs to true merit,
he had not that blind confidence in himself that made him unwill-
ing to take the advice of others, though possibly younger, in
the profession, but would most cordially meet them in the con-
sulting-room and honestly act upon their suggestions.
But not alone to his profession was he devoted, but his loving
heart throbbed with an earnest sympathy for every good and
philanthropic movement. Where his fellow-man could be bene-
fited, there would Dr. Smith be found. He was, indeed, the good
physician and sincere Christian ; and his native town and the re-
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ligious society to which he was attached will long miss a friend
who was ever ready to stretch forth the helping hand to the poor
and suffering, and to aid, by such means as he could, the ad-
vancement of every good work.
And we shall miss him ; for, though he had been a member
of our board but a little over two years, having been appointed
in the year 1875, and, by reason of sickness, unable to be pres-
ent at the annual meeting of the next year, yet his interest in the
welfare of the asylum, his tender sympathy for its unfortunate
inmates, and the punctuality of his visits, and the faithful per-
formance of his duties as trustee, rendered him a valuable mem-
ber of our board ; and it may not be invidious to say that it will
be diflficult to make good his loss.
Dr. Smith married, February 26, 1828, Fidelia Stearns, of Jaf-
frey, who, with a daughter, Catherine, married to M. Payson
Smith and now residing in Newark, Ohio, lives to mourn his
loss. A son, Frederick Augustus, died in 1856, but a few
months after entering upon the practice of medicine in Leomin-
ster, Mass. The death of Frederick, upon the threshold of a
promising life, was a blow from which his father never fully ral-
ied, and added many gray hairs to his brow.
In the death of Dr. Smith, the profession has lost one of its
honored and highly esteemed representatives ; his family, a kind
husband and devoted father ; the town of Peterborough, one of
its oldest and most respected citizens ; the church with which
he was connected, one of its truest and most faithful members :
and, to all, he has bequeathed the memory of an unsullied repu-
tation and the recollection of a well-spent life.
MR. JOHN V. BARRON.
Mr. John Varnum Barron was born on the twenty-ninth day
of October, 18 19, at Woodstock, N. H., a small town of Grafton
count)', lying upon the southern foot-hills of the Franconia
mountains. His father, a plain man of sterling character, had
been a soldier in the war of 18 12, and held a lieutenant's com-
mission from the government of the United States. During the
youth of his son, he removed with his family to Lake Village
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where he afterwards resided until his death, in 1875, having at-
tained to the mature age of eighty-nine years.
In addition to that afforded by the common schools, Mr. Bar-
ron received an academical education, partly at Brattleborough,
Vt., and partly at New Hampton. Upon its completion, he be-
came a clerk of Mr. Orrin Bugbee, then keeping a country store
at Plymouth, where he remained until 1840. At that time, when
only twenty-one years of age, he formed a copartnership with
Mr. J. P. Pitman, of Lake Village, with whom he continued
some eight years. At the expiration of this period, he removed
to Meredith and began trade by himself, A good degree of
success here attended his efforts, and he rose rapidly in the es-
teem and confidence of his neighbors, and was, for several
years, the postmaster of the town.
Desiring, however, a wider sphere of action and a more ex-
tended trade than could be built up at Meredith, he removed to
Concord in 1856 and formed a business connection with J. H.
Pearson & Co., at that time dealing largely in grain and flour,
a house well remembered as one of the most enterprising then
in the state. From this firm he retired in 1862, and, with sev-
eral other gentlemen, formed a new one, under the name of
Barron, Dodge, & Co. This, soon becoming widely known, did
an extensive business. Mr. Barron participated in its enter-
prises, and, to his sagacity, much of its high success was doubt-
less due. The profits of the business, however, liberal though
they were, ceased at length to afford sufficient inducement to
retain his activity in this direction, and he retired from the firm
in 1871.
Some years before this, he had been elected a director of the
State Capital Bank, and, when, upon the death of its president,
a new one was sought, Mr. Barron was placed in that position.
The subsequent success of this institution has abundantly
proved that the selection was a wise one. This office he con-
tinued to hold to the time of his decease, discharging its respon-
sible duties with honor to himself and to the entire satisfaction
of the stockholders.
Some six years ago, he was elected treasurer of a new institu-
tion for savings, chartered by the legislature in 1872. He was
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its chief originator, and has done more to shape its poficy and
management than any other individual. To the promotion of
its welfare he has devoted nmch time, and to him the Concord
Loan and Trust Company is largely indebted for its high suc-
cess. In June last he was also chosen one of the directors of
the Michigan Central Railroad, in Michigan.
Very few men in our state have been more successful in busi-
ness than has Mr. Barron. By a long and active exercise of
native j^robity and high financial skill, he has gained an envi-
able reputation, and, for this localit}', an ample fortune. But it
would be doing him great injustice to leave it to be inferred
that his activities were wholly confined to his business interests.
He willingly recognized the other duties attaching to the sev-
eral positions which he occupied, as the father of a young fam-
ily, as a neighbor, and as a citizen. In the first, these were
greatly increased, both in delicacy and amount, by the death of
his wife, in 1867, at the age of forty-four years, a lady of high
character and rare domestic excellencies. The fidelity with
which he ever afterwards performed the double duty thereby
devolved upon him was apparent to all composing the social
circle in which he moved.
His fellow-ciiizens, aware of his high capacities, claimed
from time to time, his services in responsible places of a public
character. He was repeatedly called upon to act as referee,,
and, at times, as assignee, in cases where skill combined with
good judgment and integrity was required. He was elected a
member of the board of education of Union School-district, in
his adopted city, and, for several years, rendered valuable ser-
vices in that position.
About seven months ago, he was appointed, by the governor
and council, a trustee of this institution. He had not sought
the place, and some persuasion on the part of friends to whom
he was attached was required to gain his acceptance of the com-
mission tendered him. He took it, however, after some reflec-
tion, and has ever since manifested an abiding and constantly
increasing interest in its welfare. By his removal, in the very
meridian of his highest usefulness, the asylum has lost a faith-
ful officer and friend.
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Mr. Barron's health, which, some two years ago, showed signs
of impairment, had grown firm again. But, in February last,
grave symptoms again appeared, causing serious apprehensions
to himself and to such of his friends as became aware of them.
He was able, however, to pursue his usual business, and was at
his bank on Tuesday, the fifth day of March last. The next
morning, almost immediately after rising, and before leaving his
chamber, he was prostrated by a sudden attack of heart disease,
and, in a few moments, expired, at the age of fifty-nine years.
DR. J. p. BROWN.
Dr. J. P. Brown, who, for a period of thirteen years, has ren-
dered very efficient and acceptable service as an assistant phy-
sician, and, during the late absence of Dr. Bancroft, in Europe,
as acting superintendent, was called, last winter, to the superin-
tendency of an important asylum for the insane in a neighboring
state, so that his name no longer appears upon the list of our
house officers. Our best wishes attend him in his retirement
from this institution, and our confident anticipations of his suc-
cess follow him to his new sphere of labor.
PRESENT CONDITION OF THE ASYLUM.
It gives us sincere pleasure to be able to assure your honora-
ble body that the asylum was never in a more efficient condition
than it is to-day. Under the wise superintendence of Dr. Ban-
croft, it is continually affording successful treatment to large
numbers of the unfortunate class for whose benefit it was estab-
lished, and is yearly accomplishing great good.
Some of our older buildings, erected many years ago, are
requiring important repairs and modifications to render them
competent to meet the demands now made upon them. It has
been deemed wise to extend the execution of these over a period
of sevei'al years, incurring thereby a small annual outlay, rather
than to make them all at once, at a considerable one. The
Rumford wing, which is one of these, needs immediate attention
of this kind. The expense therein involved is much larger than
that arising from ordinary repairs. It is, too, of the nature of
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construction. These are both reasons why it is not properly
chargeable to current receipts, even were these sufficiently ample
to bear it. It should be otherwise provided for, and we there-














Concord, May 15, 1S78.

SUPERIiNTENDENT'S REPORT.
To the 7)-Hstees of the Ne7v Hampshire Asylum for the Insane:—
As required by the statute, I hereby respectfully submit this,
the thirty-sixth annual, report of the asylum, embracing the
•operations of the year ending April 30, 1878.
The year has been marked by the prevalence of good health
and good order, and its movements have been attended with fair
success.
It is a matter of thankfulness, that, in a household made up
of so many irresponsible individuals, so many under the influ-
ence of diseased impulses, the year should pass without acci-
dent or calamity of serious character.
On the first day of Ma\^, 1877, there were two hundred and
eighty patients at the asylum, one hundred and twenty-eight
men and one hundred and fifty-two women. During the year,
one hundred and fourteen, fifty-seven of each sex, have been
admitted. The whole number under care during the year has
been threeJiundred and ninety-two, of whom, one hundred and
eighty-three were men and two hundred and nine were women.
The largest number of patients at any one time has been two
hundred and_[eighty-four ; and the smallest number, two hundred
and sixty-six. The largest number of men was one hundred and
thirty-five ; and the smallest number, one hundred and twenty-
five. The largest number of women at one time was one hun-
dred and fifty-three ; and the smallest, one hundred and thirty-
seven.
The total daily average residence for the year has been two
hundred and seventy-two and eight-tenths (272.8), the average
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of men being one hundred and twenty-eight and nine-tenths
(128.9), ^"""^ that of women, one hundred and forty-three and
eight-tenths (143.8). The proportion of the sexes has been for-
ty-seven and three-tenths (47.3) men to fifty-two and seven-
tenths (52.7) women.
Fifty-three men and sixty-five women have been removed from
the asylum in the year. Of these, forty-six men and fifty-five
Avomen Avere discharged, in different mental conditions, and
seven men and ten women died. These changes leave at the
asylum, to-day, two hundred and seventy-six patients, of whom,
one hundred and thirty-two are men and one hundred and forty-
four are women.
FACTS RELATING TO THOSE DISCHARGED.
The record shows that thirty-five of those discharged, four-
teen men and twenty-one women, were restored and have gone
to resume their places in the community. Of this number, only
fifteen were recoveries from the first attack of insanity, while
twenty had recovered from one or more previous attacks. The
number of times these persons had severally been insane and
recovered may be seen by those interested by referring to table
twenty-three. It appears from this, that over fifty-seven per
cent of the recoveries were of persons who had, at some time,
recovered from previous attacks, while the first recoveries were
a little less than forty-three per cent. It is noticeable that this
ratio corresponds very closely to the figures of last year, the
per cent of first recoveries then being forty-two, and that of
repeated recoveries, fifty-eight. Records on this point have not
been kept previously to last year ; hence it cannot yet be said
whether this may be the permanent ratio of recoveries of these
two classes for long periods ; but the distinction has an impor-
tant relation to the value of statistics on this subject, as settling
the true ratio of recoveries of persons to the whole population,,
by avoiding the error of counting the same recovery more than
once. This question has been very ably and exhaustively dis-
cussed by Dr. Pliny Earle, in an elaborate paper upon "The
Curability of Insanity," which probably furnishes the most reli-
able analysis of the facts yet published.
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We are able to report the continuance of a low rate of mor-
tality, much lower than any year previous to the last. The
whole number of deaths w'as seventeen, the same as last year.
Of these, seven were men and ten were women. The rate of
mortality is four and five-tenths per cent on the whole number
present during any part of the year and six and two-tenths per
cent on the average residence. When the other population of
the house is added to the list, the result indicates a most satis-
factory standard of general health. It is now more than two
years since a case of intercurrent sickness of any severity has
visited the house.
The deaths have, in all cases, been the necessary terminations
of the cerebral affections disturbing the mind and on account
of which the persons were residing here. The only apparent
qualification of this statement called for is in the case reported
in the tables as asphyxia. This person was in the last stage of
exhaustion from chronic mania of many years' duration, and,
in the act of swallowing, the respiration was sufficiently inter-
rupted to cause instant death.
In this connection it is in point to refer to the liabilities to
casualties or fatal accidents to which there is constant exposure
in a community of the insane, and to say that our great immu-
nity from such events proves not only our good fortune, but the
marked vigilance constantly exercised by those to whom the
immediate care of the insane is intrusted. No moment is
without its risks. One man, coming from a walk and passing
in sight of a carpenter's bench, saw a plane-iron out of its
stock. The sight of the tool roused to an uncontrollable pitch
his suicidal impulse ; he darted to the bench, seized the plane^
and commenced most vigorously at his neck. In an instant the
attendant is at hand, and in time to save the large blood-ves-
sels, though not till he had severed the skin and muscles of the
neck and made a ghastly opening into the trachea. For many
days it was a matter of no small difficulty to prevent this man
from tearing open the wound with his hands ; but, at length, the
contest with his insane impulse was successful, and recovery en-
sued. Another attempted self-injury by an effort to bite off one
of his own fingers, and inflicted such injury that sloughing, with
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ultimate loss of the member, ensued. Another person, under
the influence of a morbid self-reproach, undertook to destroj-
her own eyes by the use of scissors, and, again, by piercing
with pins, quoting the Scripture, " If thine eye offend thee,
pluck it out and cast it from thee," and lamenting her sad mis-
use of her organs and faculties. Others, impelled by various
insane impulses, have sought self-injury by many methods, as
swallowing glass or other deleterious substances, and the like.
Others, still, have been the subjects of uncontrollable impulses,
not directed against themselves, but others. The number of
those under the influence of these dangerous impulses, whether
shown in direct violent efforts at self-destruction, in the more
indirect methods of swallowing dangerous substances, or accom-
plishing the end by starvation, or in efforts to injure others, has
seemed to be in unusually large proportion as compared with
other years, so much so as to give pertinence to the suggestion
sometime made, that the suicidal and homicidal impulse is at
times epidemic. At all events, as we sum up the history of a
year so marked by this class of facts, we are grateful that casu-
alties are so rare and the rate of mortality so low.
The essential facts of the year's operations will be found in
the tables which follow.
TABLE I.
Movement of the population.
Men. Women. Total.
2fumber at tlie beginning of the year
Number admitted in the year
Total number present in the year



































































Nativity of patients admitted in the year
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TABLE ly.





15 to 20 years.
.
20 to 25 years.
25 to 30 years.
30 to 35 years.
35 to 40 years.
40 to 45 years.
45 to 50 years.
50 to 60 years.
GO to 70 years.













Residence of patients admitted in the year.
Men. Women. Total.
Merrima<!k county, N. H. .
.
Hillsborough county, N. H
Rockingham county, N. H
.
Cheshire county, N. H
Sullivan county, N. H
Grafton county, N. H
Strafford county, N. H
Belknap county, N. H
Carroll county, N. H




























































Cinil condition of patients admitted in the year.
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TABLE X.







































Duration of insanity before admission in those admitted in the year
Women. Total.
liess than 1 month
From 1 to 3 months
From 3 to 6 montlis
From C to 9 mouths
From 9 to 12 months
From 12 to IS months
From 18 months to 2 years.
From 2 to 3 years
From 3 to 4 years
From 4 to 5 years
From 5 to 10 years
From 10 to 15 years
From 15 to 20 years






Duration of insanity before admission in those recovered in the year.
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TABLE XVI.
Ages at the time of death.
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TABLE XVIII.
Duration of disease in those remaining
.
Under 3 months
Fi-om 3 to 6 months. .
.
From 6 to 12 montlis
.
From 12 to 18 months
From 18 to 24 months
From 2 to 3 years
From 3 to 5 years
From 5 to 10 years. . .
.
From 10 to 15 yeai's. .
From 15 to 20 years . .
From 20 to 25 years . .
From 25 to 30 years . .




Shoiving results in all under treatment during the year.
Of t}ii:>se in liospital at
beginning of year.
Men. Women. Total,
Of those admitted to


























Remaining at the end of the year.—Prospect.
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TABLE XXIII.
Showing the number recovered from previous insanity, in those re-
covered in the year.
Men. Women. Total.
















No new remedies have been added to our resources for medi-
cal treatment during the past year, and we have no occasion to
present any new views on this subject. It may be stated, how-
ever, that, either from the gravity of the excitement or the pres-
ence of complicating disturbances, a very large ratio of our
cases have called for special medical treatment. One circum-
stance contributes to give us a high ratio of acute cases, requir-
ing more than the common average of both medical treatment
and personal care. It is the manner in which the chronic in-
sane poor are provided for in this state. This class, with the
exception of those who are exceedingly troublesome, are pro-
vided for at the county almshouses, thus reducing the ratio of
those requiring the least direct treatment and raising equally
that of the acute class. In this connection, I will refer to a
custom prevailing in the disposition of the pauper insane, which
becomes, at times, a real embarrassment and damage to the
asylum in the exercise of its remedial agencies in hopeful cases
under treatment. While the principle of providing for the in-
curable at the county houses is nominally adopted, the authori-
ties have been in the habit of boarding at the asylum a number
of those, who, on account of violent, uncleanly, or destructive
habits, would cost the counties more than the price of board at
the asylum. These persons are a perpetual annoyance to the
hopeful class and often mar the measures adopted for their
comfort and restoration. If the counties undertake to provide
for their chronic and incurable insane at all, it seems hardly
just, that, for the sake of avoiding the difficulties and improving
the financial showing in this department, these special cases
should be entailed upon the asylum, to the injury of the hopeful
class, who need the best surroundings practicable.
MORAL TREATMENT.
In the direction of moral treatment, the year's observation
and experience go to confirm the correctness of the principles
which now obtain in all well-regulated institutions for the insane
throughout the civilized world. Year by year, the importance of
occupation becomes more and more apparent, while the difficul-
ties in the matter of providing it successfully do not vanish. It
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is the study of every day to find ways to multiply safely and
usefully the forms of activity into which patients may be drawn,
other than those suggested by the diseased conditions under
which they are suffering. These forms must be many and much
varied in use, or they will soon lose interest and fail of their
legitimate good effects. Neither will manual labor, books, the
public lecture, the play, the musical concert, or the stereopticon
exhibition wear year in and year out ; either, when overdone, will
become tedious and irksome ; and the attempt to make any one
a hobby will, after a time, increase the number of those excus-
ing themselves from attendance. Giving due consideration to
this fact, I have not regarded it desirable to attempt to occupy
every evening in the week with any public exercise, believing
that the effort required to sustain these in an acceptable form
could be better expended in giving the halls a cheerful and so-
cial aspect, in which each may choose among the various ways
at hand of occupying time. In the attempt to sustain public
exercises ever}'' evening (which some advocate), it is to be con-
sidered that only a portion of the patients will attend. These
will be the most enterprising and social class. The excited, the
apathetic, the gloomy and introverted, will be the ones left be-
hind ; and, by as much as the public exercise attracts and holds
one class with the attendants and visitors, by so much is the
monotony and inactivity of the remaining portion increased.
The first class, by the minor games practiced in the halls, al-
ways attracting considerable numbers, by varied conversations
among themselves or with chance visitors and attendants, will
do much to maintain activity and interest, and thus attract the
attention of the depressed and others absorbed with their own
morbid mental states.
While I abate nothing from my estimate of the value of pub-
lic exercises as a part of the best system of moral treatment,
still the impression has been growing in my mind, year by year,
that the greatest good is not found in an extreme in this direc-
tion. As at present informed, I think the most useful outlay of
effort would be found in the support of public exercises of con-
siderable merit two or perhaps three evenings in the week,
throwing into the halls the best practicable activities and at-
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tractions the remaining time. In this, I fancy, would be found
the most equitable distribution of the attentions which are due
to every class of these heterogeneous households.
IMPROVEMENTS OF THE PAST YEAR.
Immediately after the appropriation for a new boiler-house
was granted by the legislature, work was commenced on the
foundations, bricks and lumber purchased, and men employed
to construct the building without delay. We had only the
months of August and September for changing the steam boil-
ers from the old house to the new, since, by the first of October,
the heating apparatus must be in working order for warming the
house. After the foundations were laid, three of the four boil-
ers were removed and set in their new locations before the walls
of the building were laid, so that, on the occurrence of cold
days, they were available for warming the house before the build-
ing which was to contain them was covered. Before the first of
October, the facilities for warming the house were complete.
Early in that month, the roof and windows were completed and
the building ready for the machinery. The material for this
building, which is of the best quality, was purchased at the low-
est prices, and the work all done by the day and at equally
favorable prices, so that every cent went into the building,
without margins for contractors. The building is fifty by sixty-
five feet, and two stories high, containing, on the ground-floor,
a capacious boiler-room, sufficient to contain five boilers of the
size of those now in use, an engine-room, and repair-shop.
On the second floor is a carpenters' shop, fifty by thirty feet,
and twelve feet high, and another room of the same dimen-
sions, which has hitherto been used for the storage of lumber.
The attic affords room for this purpose, and, if so used, the last-
mentioned room would be left for any desired use. It would
make a good room for a gymnasium, or an admirable shop for
any form of mechanical labor which might be devised for the
benefit of patients. It is not unlikely this may be its ultimate
destination, especially if some equally benevolent and thought-
ful person should supplement the fund so wisely conceived and
commenced by the Hon. Isaac Adams, of Sandwich, some years
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ago. The idea of Mr. Adams is in harmony with the accepted
principles of moral treatment, and only awaits further develop-
ment to render it available for great good. This building is in
all respects first-class and relieves us of many pressing evils.
The appropriation granted was barely sufficient, expended
with the most rigid economy, to erect and cover the building.
The old engine, besides being too small for the work, was nearly
worn out, having been in constant use for twenty-five years
;
and it was considered a waste of expense to reset it. Nothing
was left from the appropriation, either to procure a new engine,
to reset the boilers in the new house, to procure the shafting,
belting, pipe, and fittings rendered necessary by the changes,
and to put things in running order. All these added parts were
necessary to render our building available for its uses.
To pay for the new engine, which is a twenty-five horse-power
Corliss machine, the sum of one thousand dollars was advanced
by the financial agent from the income of the permanent funds.
The balance of the deficiency was paid by the treasurer from
current income ; and, in order to render it possible to do this,
certain repairs and improvements in and about the establish-
ment, which properly belong to this year, have been deferred.
It is to be hoped, that the legislature will furnish means to meet
these deficiencies, and thus allow us to complete the series of
improvements and repairs which have been steadily in progress
for a series of years and which are important to the full effi-
ciency of the institution in carrying on its work. The new en-
gine furnishes all the power required for every department of
the work. With this power and machinery added and the con-
venient shop room, we are prepared, not only for common re-
pairs, but to do new work in case of building or radical altera-
tions. In the engineers' department, we are now prepared to do
our own steam, water, and gas piping, and set up steam radiators
without the help of outside jobs, which are very expensive. In
this way we shall be able to make a very material saving annu-
ally in making the necessary repairs.
The experience of the past winter has proved that the new
arrangement is all that could be desired. About one hundred
tons less of coal have been burned than in previous winters,
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and I think this is partly due to the improved setting of the
boilers. Experience shows that it is economy to run low fires,
as these more completely extract the value of the coal. During
the last winter we have run four boilers, as a rule. The strain
on the boilers is less, the risk of accident less, and the expense
at least no greater. In my opinion, it would be wise to put in
one more boiler before next winter. The work could then be
done without high pressure in the coldest days, and a spare
boiler would be a great relief in case a failure of one should oc-
cur at such a time. Such failure would occur in the severest
weather, if at all.
To avoid the risk of a possible failure of the boiler-pump, an
extra one has been set up and kept in running order, so that the
one in ordinary use could be taken out for repairs without inter-
ruption in warming the house. This pump is attached to all our
water-supply, and, with the purchase of some three hundred
feet of leading hose, may be made an effective fire-pump in any
part of the buildings at short notice.
A wooden building, thirty by sixty-five feet, heretofore used as
a carpenters' shop, covered the ground on which the new boiler-
house now stands. This was removed, and located near the
farm barns, and fitted up as a granary and store-house for car-
riages and farming utensils. Under this, we have constructed a
cellar for roots and vegetables, which was well filled by the am-
ple products of the farm and garden last year. It proves of
great value in the better preservation of these articles, it being
impossible to do this in buildings constantly warmed by steam*
The variation of temperature in this cellar, through all the
changes of the winter, was scarcely four degrees ; and the fine
quality of these articles of food, as well as the saving of loss by
decay, proved its value. So this old building, which, at first,
seemed an elephant on our hands, proves an indispensable ad-
dition to our resources.
The disposition of sewage, which the board instructed me to
attend to last year, was settled by laying about twelve hundred
feet of drain-pipe from the main sewer south of the buildings,
to connect with the city pipes in Spring street. At the point of
junction a rotating gate has been provided, so that the current
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can easily be turned to the farm for fertilizing or to waste
through the city pipes. It has mostly run to waste since last
October. Our neighbors on the south can now rest in the as-
surance of an uncontaminated Bow brook, and if trout, as of
old, should fancy a passage up this stream, no sanitary objec-
tion can be offered.
The asylum grounds have received but little attention the past
year. The large amount of labor and expense required on the
ground of the boiler-house, the removal of the old pump and
soap house, the filling of the unsightly chasm where it stood,
and the grading for the root-cellar have absorbed the labor and
resources for the year, and left little for other enterprises.
The remaining principal work of improvement in the year
has been in the Chandler wing. This wing was built in 1849,
being the first addition to the original buildings. It has re-
mained with less alteration than any other part of the old struct-
ures. With all its defects, it has, for many years, been tolerated,
simply for lack of means to undertake its reconstruction. The
changes have been thorough and radical. Seventeen feet of the
outside south wall has been taken out, and the alcove corre-
sponding has been extended outward ten feet, terminating in the
style of a bay-window. This enlarges the alcove into a liberal
sitting-room, and allows the admission of light on three sides,
or nearly all the day. This has entirely relieved the previously
gloomy aspect of the day-rooms and made it an inviting centre.
As originally constructed, two-thirds of the patients living in
this wing have been obliged to sleep in associated dormitories,
which, with the large proportion of agitated persons who fall to
our care, has been exceedingly distasteful to the patients, diffi-
cult for those in charge, and, many times, dangerous to all par-
ties. These dormitories have been divided into rooms or suits
of rooms, and are so adjusted that each can be used as single,
or two can be thrown together. Each room is large enough for
two beds, if needed. By rebuilding the wall between the wings
(originally an outside wall), we have been able to correct its ugly
appearance, and secure a sufficient number of hot-air and ven-
tilating flues to perfect the air circulation of this part of the
house. The front part of the space between the buildings has
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been cut off by a partition, and a bay-window thrown out on the
south, thus admitting the sun all day. This is connected by a
door with the first room in the wing, and the two constitute a
very pleasant suit, which, in time of need, can be used for cases
of special sickness or for other reasons requiring special ar-
rangements. The same adjustment of these suits exists on
each floor, and, as stated in the report of last year, will still
further increase our facilities for varying and individualizing
the care and treatment of patients. The old bath-rooms and
water-closets of this wing have been torn out, and new bath-
rooms fitted up, to be used only for bathing. Nine new water-
closets, with ventilating hoppers, have been put in, and each
lavatory has been provided with three bowls set in marble
slabs, the whole being done in the most substantial manner. The
special chimney, erected last year for ventilating the closets in
the Fisk wing, operated so admirably that the same thing has
been repeated here, and with equally satisfactory results. As a
measure to perfect the general ventilation, this plan should be
adopted in every part of the house when practicable. The
clothing-rooms have been fitted up with every convenience for
the care of clothing and bedding. The whole building has been
painted and, in part, newly furnished, so that it ranks with the
newer buildings in conveniencies and attractions. Only one
thing is wanting to bring it up to the modern standard, and that
is higher ceilings. The eight and a half feet ceiling is beyond
the reach of ingenuity to correct, and is a standing warning
against perpetuating mistakes in bricks and mortar.
IMPROVEMENTS NEEDED.
Changes of the same character are called for in the Rumford
wing. This was built in 1856 and 1857, and, though, in many
respects, superior to the older buildings, lacks much that is now
regarded essential.
If anything has been learned from experience in the care and
treatment of the insane, it is that nothing, unless it be personal
faithfulness in duty, contributes more toward success than con-
venient, cheerful, and tasteful surroundings. Even those who
have little or no hope left of recovery feel the stimulus of such
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influences, and their faltering powers of self-guidance gain some-
thing of strength and activity from them. Most, even of the
hopelessly demented, betray interest and pleasure on coming into
renewed and improved apartments, on meeting a new picture
on the wall or an ornament in its appropriate place. It is not
rare to see, on the part of such persons, manifestations of pride
in such objects and consequent increased effort to care for and
protect them. The very act is an added stimulus to self-control.
These efforts of paralyzed and stricken powers to re-assert them-
selves, in response to appropriate stimuli, have a melancholy in-
terest and command our respect as well as pity. It is in the
light of facts of this kind that are found the strongest argu-
ments for affording the unfortunate, chronic, incurable insane,
who are dependent on public charity, surroundings which rec-
ognize these higher faculties, though paralyzed and smothered
by disease, and which imply respect for the better nature.
It will become necessary, during the coming year, to be pre-
pared to procure a considerable number of new steam radiators
to take the place of old ones worn out. These are made of
pipe which has been in use twenty-five years and cannot stand
through another winter. The amount advanced by the treasurer
to supplement the appropriation for the boiler-house was a little
over three thousand dollars. If this amount could be refunded,
and a small amount added for new steam radiators and for fit-
ting the old boiler-room as a drying-room for the laundry, we
should be able to continue making these desirable improvements
in the remaining parts of the house.
THE INDIGENT INSANE.
The state appropriation of six thousand dollars in aid of the
indigent insane at the asylum has been credited, in accordance
with the provisions of the statute, in the accounts of one hun-
dred and seventy-five different persons. Of these, one hundred
and thirty-four were partly supported by private means, and for-
ty-one were otherwise maintained by towns. Of this last class,
the average number on the list was thirty-one, and the amount
credited to each was one dollar per week. The whole amount
credited to town patients was one thousand five hundred and
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seventy dollars. The average number of private beneficiaries
on the list has been one hundred and five ; the whole amount
credited to this class has been four thousand four hundred and
thirty dollars, in sums varying, with the degree of need of aid,
from seventy-five cents to one dollar and twenty-five cents per
week. It will be noticed that the number of private benefi-
ciaries has become so large that the amount of available aid for
each is so small, that, were it not for aid also from the income
of the permanent funds, many of them would either become a
public charge or be deprived of the benefits of the asylum.
The whole amount devoted by the statute to this object pays for
the board, care, and treatment of some needy insane person
twelve hundred weeks, or twenty-three persons the year round.
That this is no less economy than charity is evident from the
undoubted fact that more than twice this number would neces-
sarily become wholly a public charge in the absence of such aid.
AID FOR THE INDIGENT INSANE FROM THE INCOME OF THE
PERMANENT FUNDS.
Of the nine thousand dollars appropriated, by vote of the
board at your last annual meeting, for the indigent, eight thou-
sand nine hundred and sixty-eight dollars has been credited in
the accounts of one hundred and fifty-six persons, thirty-two dol-
lars still remaining undistributed. The average number of these
beneficiaries through the year has been one hundred and twenty
;
and the average credit, one dollar and forty-four cents per week.
These credits have also been made on a sliding scale, the larger
amounts being allowed to the most needy, and the whole thus
made to afford the greatest real relief. The amount of this
benefit is equivalent to the complete board, care, and treatment
of thirty-four individuals perpetually.
Probably few persons who have not inquired into the specific
facts are aware of the great service these benevolent funds are
doing for the state. After taking much pains, for years, to as-
certain the financial circumstances of its beneficiaries, I am
satisfied that not less than fifty persons are constantly being
carried along through periods of trial, who, without this aid,
would at any time become chargeable to the public.
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THE FARM.
The returns of Mr. Marsh, the farmer, show another year of
prosperity and good management. His statement of the prod-
iicts will be found in the appendix. If any one should take the
pains to calculate the cash value of these products, it would ap-
pear that a handsome net profit remains after all labor and ma-
terial has been paid for, to say nothing of the rapid increase in
the fertility and beauty of the grounds each year. The show-
ing is particularly gratifying in regard to the production of milk
and fertilizers. During the year, five hundred and sixty cart-
loads of the latter have been carried out from the barns, all
composted with reference to the soil for which it was destined.
The average number of cows yielding milk has been eighteen
;
and the total average yield, per day, one hundred and thirty-two
quarts. The cost, per day, for keeping each cow has been six-
teen and one-half cents, determined by weighing the feed.
PERSONAL CHANGES DURING THE YEAR.
Aside from the loss of two honored trustees, who have been
taken from us by sudden deaths, in the midst of their useful-
ness, whose genial presence, intelligent counsel, and well-consid-
ered assistance, ever at hand in need, are greatly missed, the
year has brought unusual changes in our more immediate asso-
ciates in duty, and broken associations of long duration. Dr.
Brown, whose faithful and efficient services the asylum had en-
joyed for a period of thirteen years, having been elected to the
office of superintendent of the Taunton Lunatic Hospital, closed
his labors with us on the first of March, to assume the active
duties of that honorable and responsible position. Dr. Brown
left with an established reputation, earned by general culture,
extensive information, and ample experience, and brings to his
work qualifications which are a sure guarantee of success in
his new field of labor. He bears with him the cordial good
wishes of all his old associates here.
Another of the year's changes has emphasized the words of
the wise man, "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it
with thy might." On the first Sunday in December, the benig-
nant face of our late valued friend. Rev. Dr. Eames, was seen
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for the last time, and for the last time was heard his earnest
" Dearly beloved " from the chapel desk. His asylum congre-
gation parted from him with regret, but in expectation that he
would return to us with health and strength restored by the gen-
tle climate of the winter home he had chosen. At the moment
of landing he was called to another sphere by the call to which
all others yield. For eighteen years, with few interruptions, he
had, by his inspiring presence and words, administered encour-
agement, comfort, and consolation to his congregation of anx-
ious and unsettled minds ; and the fact that this tender relation
had been broken forever fell heavily on all hearts.
Since the first of March, Dr. B. R. Benner, previously second
assistant physician, has filled the position of first assistant.
With mature mental culture, general professional experience,
and over two years' discharge of duty in the house, several
months of which were spent in the duties of first assistant. Dr.
B. possesses ample qualifications for his present position. The
ability and faithfulness with which the duties have thus far been
performed afford ample assurance of his future efficiency and
usefulness.
On the occurrence of a vacancy in the position of second as-
sistant, the services of Dr. George W, Foster were fortunately
secured, and the place is now most satisfactorily filled by him.
Dr. Foster is a physician of scientific culture, general profes-
sional experience, and prepared at once to perform tha duties
falling to him with efficiency and success.
No changes have occurred in those occupying the leading po-
sitions in the asylum service ; and the institution is fortunate in
having persons at the head of each department who, in addi-
tion to ability and a laudable enthusiasm in their work, have the
advantage of long experience in the same duties. No year has
shown a better record of interest, of faithfulness in duty, and
the display of the higher moral qualifications on the part of at-
tendants than the past ; and these traits have been duly reflected
in the comfort and happiness of the patients. With few excep-
tions (and these are soon dropped from service), the employes
have done duty worthily and efficiently.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.
The following publications have been sent to the asylum
without charge, viz., the Manchester Union; the Nashua Ga-
zette; the Neiu Haf?ifshire Gazette, Portsmouth; the Morning
Star, Dover; the Amherst Cabinet ; the New Hampshire Pa-
triot; the People ; and the Concord Monitor. A large variety of
exchanges have been furnished weekly from the offices of the
Concord newspapers, which are looked for with great interest
on Sunday morning. To the proprietors of these several pub-
lications, the thanks of the household are heartily extended.
A large number of kind friends have contributed generously
to the interest of our public exercises and entertainments.
Prominent among these are the Dartmouth Glee Club, the Con-
cord Temperance Minstrels, the Curwen Harmonic Society (the
late Mr. Groves, leader). Prof. B. B. Davis's old folks' class
and also his choir, with Prof. Morey, Miss Webster, Miss
Smith, Mrs. Dutton, Miss Baker, and Miss Ballou, Blaisdell's
orchestra ; Mr. French, Mr. McLam, Mrs. and Mr. Dudley, and
Mr, Foss, in plays ; Prof. James M. Chapman, in a reading ; and
Joseph B. Walker, Esq., in a lecture on Rome. All these have
done a good deed and have our cordial thanks. I would not
omit to mention our appreciation of the efficient help rendered
in plays and other exercises by members of the household.
Nor is the interest manifested by our chapel choir, in furnishing
choice music for the Sunday service, to be forgotten, for each
Sunday it reaches many hearts and is a labor of love.
My labor has been lighter and my strength greater from the
consciousness, that, in every honest effort, I have your sympathy
and confidence, and may lean upon your wisdom in a question
of duty.
J. P. BANCROFT.
New Hampshire Asylum, May i, 187S.
TREASURER'S REPORT.
To the Trustees of the New Hampshire Asylum for the Insane :—
The treasurer respectfully presents this, the thirty-sixth an-
nual, report of receipts and expenditures from May i, 1877, to
April 30, 1878, inclusive.
RECEIPTS.
Cash from old account .....
for board of private patients
for board of town patients ...
for board of county patients
of state treasurer, for board of insane prisoners
of state treasurer, for the indigent insane .
of state treasurer, for the asylum library .
of J. B. Walker, financial agent, for indigent in
sane ......












For clothing and articles furnished patients, re-
funded .....
general repairs and improvements
alterations in Chandler wing
cash advanced to building committee of
house .....
cash expended on branch sewer .
medicines, including liquors
chapel services and all public exercises
farming tools, carriages, stock, and all farm
burial expenses, refunded .
books for library, newspapers, and binding
legal fees for collections, etc.
Long-pond water
printing asylum reports and postage
miscellaneous articles





















J. P. BANCROFT, Treasurer.
N. H. Asylum for the Insane, May i, 1878.
I have examined the accounts in the foregoing report of the
treasurer for the year ending April 30, 1878, and find them cor-
rectly entered and sustained by vouchers.
DAA^ID GILLIS, Auditor.
REPORT OF THE FINANCIAL AGENT.
To the Trustees of the New Hampshire Asylum for theLisane:—
The financial agent respectfully presents this, the twelfth an-
nual, report of his receipts and expenditures during the asylum
financial year ending April 30, 1878, and of the amounts of the
several permanent funds in his custody.
RECEIPTS.
Cash on hand May i, 1877 $1,273.13
received for 50 shares of Portland, Saco, and
Portsmouth Railroad stock sold . 3,587.50
for two Concord bonds paid . . 1,000.00
for interest and dividends . . 14,728.37
for insurance premium returned . 22.50
520,611.50
EXPENDITURES.
Cash paid J. P. Bancroft, treasurer, on account of
appropriations by the trustees to indigent
patients $10,000.00
advanced to building committee of new boiler-
house, for the purchase of a new engine for
same ........ 1,000.00
paid for the following bonds and the accrued
interest thereon, viz. :—
I St Louis county bond , . $1,070.33
3 St Louis city bonds . . 3,153.00
1 Boston and Lowell R. R. bond 1,013.00
2 city of Concord bonds . 1,044.17
6,280.50'
Carried forward ...... $17,280.50.
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Brought forward $17,280.50
paid for insurance 839.00
paid N. H. savings-bank, on account of prin-
cipal and interest of loan .... 1,450.00
paid annuity of Mrs. S. J. Wilson, salary of
financial agent, taxes, and sundry small ex-
penses........ 946.74
Balance carried to new account .... 95.26
$20,611.50
The following statement presents the amounts of the several
permanent funds, at their par value, on the thirtieth day of April,
1878, and the manner of their investment : —
ADAMS FUND.
(Gift of Isaac Adams, of Sandwich.)
20 shares of Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Balti-
more Railroad stock ...... $1,000,00
I New-Hampshire registered bond .... 400.00
$1,400.00
BURROUGHS FUND.
(Legacy of Rev. Charles Burroughs, D. D,, of Portsmouth.)
I St. Louis county bond $1,000.00
CHANDLER FUND.
(Legacy of Abiel Chandler, of Walpole.)
25 shares Portland, Saco, and Portsmouth Railroad
stock $2,500.00
37 shares Boston and Maine Railroad stock . . 3,700.00
120 shares Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore
Railroad stock ...... 6,000.00
22 shares Chicago, Rock Island, and Pacific Rail-
road stock ....... 2,200.00
10 shares Michigan Central Railroad stock . . 1,000.00
2 Chicago water-loan bonds .... 2,000,00
1 Cleveland bond ...... 1,000.00
8 Concord bonds ...... 6,000.00
2 Michigan Central Railroad bonds . . . 2,000.00




(Gift of John Conant, of Jaffrey.)
I New-Hampshire registered bond .
1 Boston and Albany Railroad bond
3 shares Boston and Maine Railroad stock
2 shares Boston and Providence Railroad stock
I share Boston Exchange Company stock
FISK FUND.
(Legacy of Catherine Fisk, of Keene.)
This fund is held in trust by the state of New Hamp-









(Legacy of Moody Kent, of Pittsfield.
14 Hartford bonds $14,000.00
35 Maine bonds ....... 28,000.00
13 Michigan Central Railroad bonds . . . 13,000.00
8 Chicago (river improvement) bonds . . . 8,000.00
9 Burlington and Missouri River Railroad bonds 9,000.00
10 Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad bonds 10,000.00
10 Cleveland bonds 10,000.00
1 New-Hampshire registered bond . . . 1,200.00
17 Concord bonds ...... 17,000.00
3 Cambridge bonds ...... 3,000.00
32 shares Northern Railroad stock . . . 3,200.00
100 shares Michigan Central Railroad stock . . 10,000.00
160 shares Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore
Railroad stock ...... 8,000.00
2 shares Boston and Providence Railroad stock . 200.00
50 shares Fitchburg National Bank stock . . 5,000.00
40 shares State National Bank stock . . . 4,000.00
14 shares Railroad National Bank stock . . 1,400.00
10 shares Boston Exchange Company stock . . 5,000.00
$150,000.00
KIMBALL FUND.
(Legacy of Jacob Kimball, of Hampstead.)




(Legacy of Arabella Rice, of Portsmouth.)






(Legacy of Countess Rumford, of Concord.)
I New-Hampshire registered bond . . . $5,000.00
3 United States 1881 bonds 3,000.00
5 Burlington and Missouri River Railroad bonds . 5,000.00
20 shares Boston and Providence Railroad stock . 2,000.00
$15,000.00
SHERMAN FUND.
(Legacy of Mrs. Fanny S. Sherman, of Exeter.)
3 St. Louis bonds ....... $3,000.00
I Boston and Lowell Railroad bond . . . 1,000.00
|.,ooo.oo
SPALDING FUND.
(Legacy of Isaac Spalding, of Nashua.)
10 Cleveland bonds $10,000.00
The following is a summary of the names and present amounts

























The debt incurred for the erection of the addition to the cot-
tage has been reduced during the past year in the sum of one
thousand dollars, and the interest thereon is paid to April i,
1878, The amount of principal still unpaid is six thousand five
hundred dollars.
The amount of insurance upon the asylum buildings has been
reduced a little since my last report, and is distributed as fol-
lows :—






boiler-house, engine, machinery, and granary










It has frequently occurred to the financial agent that the ex-
pense of insuring the buildings and other property of the asy-
lum, amounting last year to eight hundred and thirty-nine dol-
lars, is not properly chargeable to the income of the permanent
funds or to current receipts of the treasurer. He has felt,
rather, that the same should be borne by the state, whose prop-
erty the institution is. I respectfully commend this suggestion
to your serious consideration.
The claim for interest against the estate of the late Arabella
Rice is still pending in court. It is to be hoped that the same
may be settled during the coming year.
J. B. WALKER, Financial Agent.
Concord, May i, 1878.
Concord, May 14, 1878.
I have examined the accounts of the financial agent for the
year ending April 30, 1878, and find them to be correct and
properly vouched. I have also examined the permanent funds
and find them correct, as stated in the foregoing report.
DAVID GILLIS, Auditor.

REPORT OF BUILDING COMMITTEE.
To the Trustees of theNew Hampshire Asylum for the Insane:—
The committee appointed at the last annual meeting of the
trustees to superintend the erection of a new boiler-house have
attended to the duties assigned them, and beg leave to report the
following statement of receipts and expenditures, viz. :—
RECEIPTS.
From state treasurer
J. B. Walker, financial agent
treasurer of New-Hampshire asylum
EXPENDITURES.
For stone foundations







iron, nails, and other hardware



















J. P. BANCROFT, )
T. B. WALKER, V Building Committee.
JDEXTER RICHARDS, )
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Concord, May i, 1878.
I have examined the accounts of the building committee of
the foregoing report for the year closing April 30, 1878, and find






Those wishing the admission of a person to the asylum should
make application to the superintendent previously to bringing
the patient, unless the urgency of the case precludes it.
On application, full information as to terms, conditions, etc.,
and the necessary papers, will be furnished.
With the application, a brief statement of the case should be
given.
Some person should accompany the patient, who can give a
correct history of the case, if possible.
On no account should deception be practiced. The necessity'
of the step and the arrangements having first been settled, the
patient should be honestly informed of what is to take place.
When possible, it is better that patients should arrive in day
trains.
The charge for board is fixed, as near as practicable, at the
actual cost. The average actual cost has not varied materially
for several years from five dollars per week. Persons needing
or desiring more than ordinary care, attendance, or privileges
will be charged the cost of extras afforded.
It should be understood by those interested, that the whole
amount charged for support is expended for the direct use and
benefit of the patient, no margin being reserved for any other
object except repairs. The question, What shall be the stand-
ard of living, care, and treatment, and consequent cost .-' is de-
cided wholly by a careful consideration of the wants growing
out of those diseased conditions for which hospital care and
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treatment are sought. To adopt an inferior standard for the
purpose of lessening cost would sacrifice the real interest of the
patient, disappoint the reasonable desires of friends, and con-
vert what might be a valuable success into a deplorable failure.
The asylum would not take the responsibility to ofifer to the
insane a method of treatment manifestly inadequate to the de-
mands of the disease it undertakes to provide for.
Beneficiaries, either of state appropriation or income from
legacies, are charged, as others, with the full price of board, on
the books, and then credited with such amounts as they are
entitled to receive from either of these charities. The balance
is paid to the treasurer of the asylum by the friends, guardians,
or others who become responsible for them.
Patients at the asylum who have town settlements and are
supported by towns are credited with a share of the state ap-
propriation for the indigent insane.
The parties committing a patient, whether private individuals
or town officers, are required to give a bond for the payment of
expenses in the annexed form, signed by two responsible per-
sons. When the bond is given by town or county officers, the
certificate of responsibility is left out. The certificates of phy-
sicians should be filled and signed.
FORM OF BOND.
In consideration of the admission of , of the
town of , in the county of and state
of , as a boarder at the New Hampshire Asylum
FOR THE Insane, in the city of Concord, We, , of
the town of , in the county of and state
of , and , of the town of
,
in the county of and state of
,
jointly
and severally promise and agree, to and with the said New-
Hampshire asylum for the insane, to pay to its treasurer
dollars and cents per week, or such other rate as may
from time to time be established by said asylum therefor, while
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he shall remain at said asylum, together with such extra charge
as may be occasioned by requiring more than the
ordinary care and attention ; to pay any reasonable charges for
actual damage done by to building or furnishings ;
to assist in returning to said asylum in case of elope-
ment ; and to remove from said asylum when required
to do so by the superintendent ; and to pay funeral charges in
case of death.
Payments to be made quarterly, and interest on all sums not
paid at the end of each quarter.






[To be filled and signed by those desiring aid from the state appropriation, to be sent to the
superintendent.]
To His Excellency the Governor of the State of New Hampshire
:
Respectfully represents that , an insane person,
resident of in this state, is without sufficient prop-
erty or relatives, and legally liable for support at the
New-Hampshire asylum for the insane. Wherefore, the under-
signed prays that the said be aided by any funds




We, the undersigned, selectmen of , hereby certify
that the representations in the above petition are in our belief
true, and that said is an indigent insane person.
N. B.—Please write whether the insane person has any prop-
erty, and, if so, what amount, and any other facts you may
think proper, in relation to the ability of the insane person's
near relatives.
Note.—The amount received by the applicant, it will be understood, is regulated entirely
by the number who may apply for aid and the comparative need of assistance.
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Pork fattened, 15,420 pounds.
Fertilizers produced, 560 cart-loads.






Sweet corn, 34 bushels.











2 yoke of working oxen.
I grade bull.
2 span of working horses.
I span of driving horses.
4 single horses.
51 hogs.
STATUTES RELATING TO THE INSANE.
Sect. i. No person shall be committed to the asylum for
the insane without the certificate of two reputable physicians
that such person is insane, given after a personal examination
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made within one week of the committal ; and such certificate
shall be accompanied by a certificate from a judge of the su"
preme court or court of probate, or mayor, or chairman of the
selectmen, testifying to the genuineness of the signatures and
the respectability of the signers.
Sect. 2. Some one of the board of trustees of the asylum
shall, without previous notice, visit that institution at least twice
every month, and give suitable opportunity to every patient
therein who may desire it to make to him in private any state-
ment such patient may wish to make ; and, whenever, in his opin-
ion, it may be deemed proper, he shall call to his aid two other
members of said board, who shall, with him, make a further
examination of such patient and of the statements by him made.
If, in their view, the cause of commitment no longer exists or a
further residence at the asylum is not necessary, it shall be their
duty to discharge such patient. Should they deem the treat-
ment of any patient injudicious, they shall order such an imme-
diate change of the same as to them seems proper ; and, in case of
failure to secure it, they shall at once summon a meeting of the
whole board, whose duty it shall be to take such measures as
the exigency of the case demands.
Sect. 3. It shall be the duty of the superintendent to furnish
stationery to any patient who may desire it, and transmit any
letter such patient may address to the board of trustees to such
member as said board shall have designated to receive such cor-
respondence ; and all such letters shall be promptly transmitted
without inspection.
Sect. 4. In event of the sudden death of any patient in the
asylum, a coroner's inquest shall be held, as provided for by law
in other cases.
—
Chap. 102, Laws of 1874.
Sect. i. When the means of support of any inmate of
the New-Hampshire asylum for the insane shall fail or be with-
drawn, the superintendent of said asylum shall immediately
cause notice in writing of that fact to be given to one of the
county commissioners of the county from which such inmate
was committed ; and such county shall be liable and holden to
pay to said asylum the expense of the support of such inmate
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from and after the service of such notice, and for ninety days
next prior thereto.
Sect. 2. The county paying the expense of the support of
any inmate, as aforesaid, shall be entitled to recover the amount
so paid, of any town, count)*, or individual by law liable for the
support of such inmate.
—
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TRUSTEES' REPORT.
To His Excellency the Governor of the State of Netv Hampshire
and the Honorable Council :—
The trustees of the reform school make this, their twenty-
third annual, report. It is accompanied by the report of the
superintendent, exhibiting in detail the condition of the insti-
tution, which renders it unnecessary, that this report should do
more than submit to your consideration, and through you to the
legislature, two or three matters of some importance to the in-
stitution.
The past year has been one of success and progress to the
school. Neither severe sickness nor death has come near its
dwelling. The pupils, with few exceptions, have been well-
behaved, obedient, and so far contented as could reasonably be
expected of children in confinement and under discipline. They
have been industrious in the work-shop and on the farm, and
studious in the school-room. Indeed, it is really astonishing
how fast some of them have learned.
As one year passes after another, the trustees can see that
the school has gradually improved ; that its methods are bet-
ter, its experience valuable, its results more certain ; and that it
is now doing more good than ever before. Had it the means,
in these hard times especially, when business is dull, of provid-
ing its pupils some employment or of subsisting them until such
employment could be obtained, it would very much diminish the
danger of its pupils relaxing into idleness, vice, or crime. If
there be those who feel labor a burden, let them be assured that
idleness is a curse ; and, if there be those who doubt the useful-
ness of the institution because some of its pupils relapse when
they leave it, let them say what a child can do who goes out
into the wide world with no home, no place to eat or sleep, and
no work by which to obtain either. He must beg, steal, or
starve ; and neither is conducive to good morals. Such in-
stances, though rare, have sometimes occurred. A vile, per-
verted, or cruel home is not much better than no home.
Within a month past, a lad, so wretched in his home was he,
actually applied to the justice of the police court of the city of
Manchester to send him to the reform school. He said his
father would not allow him to go to school and his mother beat
him cruelly. The application could not, of course, be granted
;
neither is it expected that the state can take charge of all miser-
able children ; but it shows the impediments sometimes thrown
by parents in the way of children who would do well.
The present excellent condition of the school is due largely
to the superintendent and matron and teachers. They are ad-
mirably fitted for their places, and have labored constantly,
faithfully, wisely, and successfully.
When Mr. Ray took charge of the school, he changed, very
materially, its discipline. While requiring obedience, punctual-
ity, industr}^, and general good conduct, and promptly and
effectually checking any transgression of rules or misconduct,
he has given the pupils more liberty, taken them oftener out-
side, and made them feel that the institution was a home, a
place of instruction and reform, and not of confinement and
punishment. The trustees were a little doubtful how such a
change would result ; and some adverse criticisms were heard,
that " the boys were allowed too much liberty, and that they
ought to be punished for their crimes." But the experiment, if
it might be called such, has proved a success. The discipline
of the school is quite as good as, if not better than, before. Obe-
dience is more cheerful, and progress in study more rapid. The
inmates are more cheerful, contented, and happy. They do as
much w^ork and do it better, and learn more thoroughly and
faster. In a word, they are governed easier than when under a
more rigid discipline.
Many of the lads are rough, ill-mannered, obstinate, and
vicious when they reach the school, but patience, mildness, gen-
tleness, and decision very soon gain control. They yield, gene-
rally readily, to the requirements of the teachers ; and, though
none but lady teachers have been employed the past winter, the
pupils have been easily controlled by them. There always are
a few bad boys in such a school, but a large majority are readily
governed, and, while at the school, are well-disposed.
The legislature, at its last session (1877), fixed the price of
board to be paid by towns, cities, and counties, for pupils in the
school chargeable to them respectively, at one dollar and fifty
cents per week. It had previously been two dollars. This di-
minished the price of board of each pupil twenty-six dollars per
year of fifty-two weeks, and reduced the income, or available
means of the institution, more than $2,700,—about $2,800. To
meet this reduction, the trustees have desired, and the superin-
tendent has practiced, a rigid economy ; but, with every practi-
cable effort consistent with the proper management of the
school and farm, they have not been able, with the current in-
come, to meet the current expenses. Last year there was an
available balance to the credit of the school of $5,403.54 ; this
year the balance is $4,075.98; showing that the income of the
institution this year has not met its expenses by $1,366.56.
Nor does this sum of $1,366.56 show fully the effect of the ac-
tion of the legislature last year in diminishing the price of
board. Last year we made improvements on the farm and
buildings to the extent of $1,328.78 in excess of what has been
done this year. So that, if we regard the loss of improvements
and the shrinking of its balance together, the institution has
not met its needs by $2,695.34. The improvements last year
were more than will probably be required every year. But
the trustees, upon consideration, with the superintendent, are
of the opinion, that, to meet the needs of the institution, oc-
casioned by this reduction of board, the sum of two thousand
dollars should, in some way, be furnished. The present avail-
able balance of the institution is quite as small as it should
be. It is made up in part ($516) of stock on hand for chair-
work, part in sums due from cities and towns for board
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{^2,496.65), part for sums due for chair-work ($613.08), part
in sums due for neat stock sold ($81), and part of cash in
hands of treasurer and on deposit ($592).
To purchase supphes advantageously, cash is necessary ; and
it is the aim of the trustees to keep the institution free from
debt.
The present law requires the superintendent to make his an-
nual report in the month of May. The annual examination of
the school by the trustees occurs in April. It would, in the
opinion of the trustees, be well to change the time of making
the superintendent's report from May to April, closing the finan-
cial year with the last day of March and making the quarterly
meetings of the trustees correspond with the ordinary quarters
of the year, commencing with January. So one meeting of
the trustees would be saved, and the superintendent's report
could be placed in the hands of the state printer by the first of
May, in season to be ready for distribution at the meeting of
the legislature in June.
The trustees refer to the report of the superintendent for the





To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council and
the Honorable Board of Trustees :—
Gentlemen : I respectfully submit, for your examination,
the twenty-fourth annual report of the superintendent and
treasurer of the state reform school for the year ending May i,
1878.
The whole number admitted to the institution
since its organization is 925
Number in school at commencement of the year,
May I, 1877, 112




Number discharged at expiration of sentence, 17
Number who have been honorably discharged, 10
Number discharged on probation or had homes
found them by superintendent, 15
Number who have found homes for themselves,
or escaped and not returned, 2
Number in school at the present time, 108
The average time of detention of those dis-








Number committed by supreme judicial court, 24
" " " police court, 83
" " " justice of the peace, 45









































The whole number in school, May i, 1877, 97
Number entering the school during the year, 36
Number who have left during the year, 41
Leaving in school, May i, 1878, 92
PRESENT STANDING.














Number in school, May i, 1877, 15
Number entering the school during the year, 5
Number who have left during the year, 4
Leaving in school. May i, 1878, 16
PRESENT STANDING.









Warren's Common School Geography, 5
Primary Geography, 2
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MORAL AND MENTAL STANDING.
We do not claim that the mental or moral standing of the
school is of a high order ; this of course cannot be expected,
knowing the material of which it is composed.
A majority of the inmates come to us under very unfavorable
circumstances, many of them not knowing the alphabet, with
tattered and filth)'' garments and emaciated forms, showing
their familiarity with woe and wretchedness.
The short sentences which many receive operate against the
moral and mental advancement of the school.
Many boys and girls are committed to our institution for the
short period of one year who are entire strangers to healthy
restraint and judicious government ; and, of course, they can
neither make much progress in their studies nor be able thor-
oughly to overcome their bad habits in this brief time.
Notwithstanding these unfavorable circumstances, the school,
under the care of faithful and zealous teachers, stands to-day,
in point of scholarship and morals, as high as its friends can
reasonably expect.
Our aim has been to give all the boys and girls, if possible, a
thorough elementary instruction in the common English branches,
sufficient to make them useful citizens and qualify them for the
common business of life.
GOVERNMENT.
Our theory is that a humane system of discipline is much
more successful in the management of a school of this character
than one governed by severe and arbitrary rules. The instances
are rare in which a boy or girl cannot be reached by kindness
and mild measures.
I am aware that no school, especially one of this kind, can
prosper or succeed without the establishment of reasonable
regulations for the restraint of its inmates and having them
strictly enforced.
I think every experienced disciplinarian will concede this is
necessary, in order to sustain a healthy government ; but the
ways and means of accomplishing these ends are as numerous
and varied, almost, as the persons engaged in reformatory
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work. Great care should be exercised in making rules for a
school like this, and much skill is required in carrying out suc-
cessfully these regulations.
We need officers of peculiar qualities of mind and heart,
patience, endurance, untiring energy, unyielding determination,
and sympathy. It is also very essential that our officers should
be persons of keen perception, able to judge correctly at a
glance of individual character. Now, these qualifications are
rare, and, when combined in one individual, they are much
sought after, and their possessors can command the highest
wages for their services. Our expenses could be very materi-
ally reduced by making a radical change in our help and
wages, but I fear, by so doing, the result might be disastrous.
We have at present an excellent corps of officers, which should
be retained, but it will be utterly impossible to continue their
services without additional aid from the state.
GRADES.
In the last two reports, your attention was invited to the im-
portance of having the school properly graded. This necessity
is being continually forced upon us. Most of the inmates are
well-disposed, easily managed, appreciate kindness and privi-
leges, but there are a few thoroughly reckless, vicious boys,
whose influence is baneful and pernicious upon the better class.
As our rooms and yard are now arranged, we are obliged to
have them mingle together, the bad boys enjoying the same
advantages extended to the more deserving.
It is most important that we should have a more secure and
separate enclosure, sleeping apartments, dining and school
rooms, etc., for this class.
Now, these desirable changes cannot be made without more
money than we can realize from our board-bills (at $1.50 per
week) and the small income from our chair-shop.
SENTENCES.
In regard to sentences, I shall simply submit, in substance
and nearly in words, the remarks I made in my last report. It
may seem presumptuous in me to make a suggestion to our
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legislature or courts relative to sentences of juveniles to our
institution. My only apology is this : I think only those who
have the immediate supervision of these inmates for a consider-
able length of time can fully realize the importance of the point
to which I propose to call your attention.
In the necessary haste attending criminal cases, only the
degree of crime is considered by the court ; the merits of the
case cannot be fully entered into. I think every boy or girl
committed should be sentenced during minority, or, for girls, till
the age of eighteen. This is the law in many states in con-
nection with similar institutions. This may seem unjust, but,
when we take into consideration the pardoning power of our
board of trustees and the absence of any motive for any per-
son or officer to retain them at the school after it appears that
the boy or girl may with safety and profit leave it, these seem-
ing objections disappear.
Quite a large number of our inmates are sentenced for only
one year. Most of them come from wretched homes and bad
associates, without education, with bad habits, and full of vices
;
most of them are of tender and susceptible age. Now, can we
expect a radical change in such cases in one short year, es-
pecially if they are returned to their old associations .'' Shall
we not rather wonder if they do not again fall and if all the
labor of the year is not thrown away ?
I think the principal difficulty in managing reformatory insti-
tutions arises from the sending of incorrigible boys after they
arrive at the age of eighteen or twenty years. The law provides
that no boys or girls shall be sentenced to the school after they
are seventeen ; but the court is frequently imposed upon by the
prisoners giving knowingly the wrong age, to avoid being sent
to the state-prison for their crimes. In several instances, we
have obtained evidence that some of our inmates were more
than twenty-one and had voted at our annual state election.
I think, when a doubt exists in the mind of the court as to
the age of the subject to be sentenced, he should be put upon
oath, and, if it shall after appear that he falsified in said oath,
he should suffer the penalty of perjury. I think, also, it would
be well, in all cases, to give the offender an alternate sentence,
if he has committed a state-prison offence.
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EMPLOYMENTS.
During the past two years we have found it very difficult to
obtain employment for our small boys at any thing like former
prices. We worked for the Walter Heywood Chair Company
until the first of July last, seating frames at prices less than half
those we obtained four years ago.
The chair business was so extremely dull at that time, that they
did not care to renew their contract, even at the small pay we had
been receiving. We at once made arrangements with S. K.
Pierce, Esq., of South Gardiner, Mass., to work for him for one
year, at about the same rates received from the Heywood com-
pany. Notwithstanding we are obliged to work for pay that is
merely nominal, we have made our best endeavors to obtain
constant employment, as we consider industry one of the most
important features in the government and training of our
inmates.
Our larger boys were constantly employed, when not in
school, on the farm, as we have had a much larger territory
under cultivation than formerly.
The boys still do all the cobbling and make a large part of
the shoes, which is quite a saving in our expenses and gives
the boys a trade which may be useful to them when they leave
the school. They also still operate our printing-press as occa-
sion may require. They print very nicely all our bill-heads,
heading for paper, songs used in the school, etc., thereby gain-
ing quite a knowledge of a very useful trade.
The girls, sixteen in number, are kept diligent, out of school-
hours, in making and mending the boys' clothing and their own,
also making bedding, etc., besides assisting in the housework.
The value of work for the children can hardly be overrated as
a feature in the work of reformation. All children in the insti-
tution are given some kind of labor a portion of every week-
day.
For their encouragement, they are allowed five cents for every
chair-seat made after doing their allotted task, which we allow
them to spend judiciously, or put to their credit so that they can
have it when they leave the school. The farm boys, during the
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season past, were allowed to cultivate a small piece of land for
themselves during play-hours, and have the income of the same,
which amounted to about ten dollars each. The result of the
experiment was very gratifying.
IMPROVEMENTS.
With the appropriation of $800 voted us by the legislature
last June, we purchased an excellent fifty-horse-power boiler.
It is considerably larger than we contemplated buying ; conse-
quently, the cost and the setting overran the estimate made to
the legislative committee, about $250.
We were advised in the matter by competent judges that a.
large boiler would be much more economical than a smaller one.
We find by trial that they were correct, as we are not using
but two-thirds the coal we did in the old one, of half the
capacity.
The abundance of boiler-power also removes the necessity of
running at a high and dangerous pressure.
As we employ no skillful engineer, but depend largely upon
one of the boys to manage the fire, we feel much safer and
better satisfied than we should with a smaller boiler and one
indifferently fitted up.
We have, at an expense of about one hundred dollars, con-
nected steam-pipes to our barn and piggery, enabling us to
steam all the food for our large number of swine, horses, and
neat stock.
This excess in cost of boiler, etc., comes out of regular re-
ceipts, which we could not well spare.
We have continued the improvement of the tract of land to
which I referred in my last report, and have expended, the past
winter, about five hundred dollars for manure, most of which
has been drawn upon this lot of fifteen acres. It is now in excel-
lent condition for planting this spring and is the most valuable
part of the farm. We are unable to show a return for the ex-
penditure of money and labor bestowed on this lot, but the state
has an equivalent in the increased value of the farm.
We might particularize many other improvements, but you
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will, by a careful examination of our financial accounts, find we
have paid out several hundred dollars for improvements which
are permanent.
WANTS.
Besides the changes that have been suggested under the head
of grades, I will venture again to call your attention to the im-
portance of introducing some kind of machinery into the institu-
tion for manufacturing purposes. It may be said, that, owing to
the depressed state of business, it will not be practical to expend
money in this direction.
I confess that the prospect for a speedy return in money is not
very promising. But these lads should be taught something
at which they can be employed when they leave the institution.
To turn adrift these homeless, and I might say friendless, boys,
without a trade and without money, is all wrong. Can we
reasonably expect them to succeed .''
Should we not rather wonder if success attended them .'' In
the brief report I shall submit to you, I shall not attempt to
suggest a detailed plan for the introduction of machinery, but
trust the legislature will consider the matter and do what, in
their judgment, may be for the best interest of these unfortunate
boys.
We very much need an addition to our chair-shop. At pres-
ent, for want of room, we are obliged to store our chair seats
and frames in the main building ; this room cannot be spared
conveniently.
Besides, we are obliged to cart them through the yard and
pass them from the wagon through the windows, and take them
out in the same way. They also have to be carried a consider-
able distance to the shop, and, when seated, returned. An addi-
tion of fifteen feet to our shop would obviate these incon-
veniences.
PRICE OF BOARD.
At the last session of the legislature, the price of board of our
inmates was reduced from two dollars per week to one dollar
and fifty cents. This small sum is all we receive from towns or
counties for boarding, clothing, and instruction, furnishing books,
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stationer}^, etc., to our inmates. While our neighboring institu-
tion, the insane asylum, receives from the same sources five dol-
lars per week for board, not including clothing. The change
in the price of board reduces our yearly receipts twenty-eight
hundred dollars. This depreciation should be supplied by an
appropriation from the state of the above-named sum.
We believe we should practice the strictest economy in the
management of our institution. We also believe sufficient means
should be furnished to carry forward this work in a creditable
manner. The withdrawal of substantial aid to carry forward
the work of reformation operates to discourage all persons en-
gaged in it.
RESULTS.
The question naturally arises, What is the result of the ex-
penditure of a considerable sum of money to suppport this insti-
tution ?
Perhaps I cannot answer the question better than by quoting
from a speech delivered by that eminent New-England educator,
Horace Mann, at the opening of a reformatory institution for
boys. He said, " If only one boy was saved from ruin, it would
pay for all the cost and care and labor in establishing such an
institution." You may deem this extravagant language, but,
parents, make the case your own, and I think you will say, " Not
if it was my child."
Now, we think a very large proportion of our inmates are
greatly improved and benefited by the advantages of the school
;
many become thoroughly reformed. Most of them come to us
utterly destitute, with little knowledge of books, some without
any. None leave us without being able to both read and write.
They all go away comfortably and decently clad, and, in many
instances, to good homes which have been found them and from
which we frequently hear good reports. We could do much
more for these unfortunate boys and girls in the direction of
finding them homes, had we the time and means to spare,
Massachusetts expends yearly $15,000 to support their visit-
ing agency, whose business it is solely to look up homes for this
class of boys and girls, and look after them in these homes. This
19
sum is almost as large as our annual ordinary expenses. We think
New Hampshire has never expended a dollar in this direction.
We can refer you to many boys and girls formerly inmates of our
institution, scattered over the state, who are living upright and
industrious lives, and, consequently, are valuable and respected
citizens. We have but little doubt, that, if they had been left un-
restrained and untaught, they would have been a burden to our
towns or counties. I well know some of the boys fail, sink in
crime and degradation, and become outcasts of society. So,
also, do youths brought up under the best family influences and
training, but none of us believe their fall has been hastened by
judicious efforts for their salvation.
In this connection, I will make an extract from a report made
to the Massachusetts legislature on the " relations of education
to crime." It claims, first, that eighty per cent of the crime of
New England is committed by those who have no education or
insufficient education ; second, that, in New England, from eighty
to ninety per cent of criminals have never mastered any skilled
labor ; third, that nearly seventy-five per cent of the crime in
New England is committed by persons of foreign birth ; fourth,
that from eighty to ninety per cent of the criminals have been
led to crime by intemperance ; fifth, that ninety-Jive per cent of
the criminals come from ''^ idle, ignorant, vicious, and drunketi
homes.'"
SANITARY.
The fact that we have not had occasion to call a physician to
any of our inmates in a case of sickness for more than three
years is somewhat remarkable. For six months at a time our
hospital has been without an occupant. This absence of disease
may be attributed to their regular habits, wholesome diet, and
pure air.
FARM AND STOCK.
You will see by the following table that the products of the
farm have been much larger than usual, especially the hoed
crops. A tract of land comprising fifteen acres is now in a
very high state of cultivation, which, two years ago, was m a
wild and barren condition. One half of this field produced
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thirteen hundred bushels of potatoes ; the other half was sown
with oats, which were cut in a green state for fodder. The com-
ing season, the entire field will be in excellent condition for corn
or any other crop.
Our stock consists of fourteen excellent cows, a fine blooded
bull, several young cattle, forty swine, and four horses.
The products of the farm are as follows :—
40 tons of hay, $700.00
20 tons of fodder corn, 100.00
1500 bushels of potatoes, 600.00
35 bushels of turnips, 12.00
400 bushels of beets, 100.00
50 bushels of onions, 35-oo
30 bushels of green peas, 25.00
15 bushels of beans, i5-oo
1000 heads of cabbage, 50.00
squashes and cucumbers, 25.00
3300 pounds of pork, 200.00
milk and butter, 1,000.00










13 tons of hay, $200.00
60 cords of wood, 225.00
75 tons of coal, 450.00
LIVE STOCK.
2 Short-horn cows, thorough-bred, $175.00
2 Short-horn cows, thorough-bred, i5S-oo
I four-year-old cow, thorough-bred, 75-oo
I two-year-old heifer, thorough-bred, 40.00
I yearling heifer, thorough-bred, 35 -oo
1 yearling bull, 150.00
7 grade cows, 325.00





I two-horse wagon, 25.00
I two-horse wagon, 90.00
I farm wagon, 15-00
I buggy wagon, 75.00




Harness and robes, 80.00
Ladders, 3.00
Wheelbarrows, 10.00
6 plows, 3 harrows, 2 cultivators, 50.00
1 ox-shovel, 4.00
2 grindstones, i seed-sower, i5-oo
Iron bars and manure-forks, 10.00
2 bush scythes and snaths, 2.00
Hay-cutter and feed-box, 35 -oo
1 pair cart-wheels, 55'Oo
Shovels and spades, 25.00
Hoes and picks, 10.00
Mowing-machine, 10.00
Whiffletrees, eveners, and chain, 5.00
2 platform scales, 35'Oo





Stone hammers, drills, and wedges,
25
Brought forward,












Nov. 16. From Keene, for board, 104.36
Heywood Chair Co., seating frames, 581.20
Charlestown, for board, iQ-So
17. sale of pig, 2.00
ig. Tilton, for board, 40.07
20. Belmont, for board, i9-5o
21. Wolfeborough, for board, 66.50
22. Manchester, for board, 861.42
Plymouth, for board, 36.00
26. Strafford county, for board, 39-oo
Dec. I. sale of brooms, 2.25
sale of pigs, 4-oo
Brugger & Son, for sewing stockings, 2.80
3 Grafton county, for board, 63.21
5 sale of pigs, 9-oo
6. J. Stone, sale of pig, 2.00
G. L. Brown, sale of calves, 9.68
8. Merrimack county, for board, 78.00
10. state-fair premiums awarded, 31.00
12. sale of pig, 5-°°
S. Vose, for leather, 9.60
21. S. K. Pierce, seating frames, 246.75
Dover, for board, 93-43
31. sale of pig, 5-°°
1878.




2. state treasurer, one-quarter appropria-
tion, 1,500.00
3. T. R. Hubbard, for potatoes, 42.35
Franklin, for board, 19-5°
8. J. S. Harriman, soap-grease, 13.00
10. Hillsborough county, for board, 215.14
21. S. B. Hope, for gingham, 1.80
25. Brugger & Son, for sewing stockings, 5.39
31. J. M. Chandler, seating two chairs, .90
G. W. Wilson, for potatoes, 11.5S
R. M. Miller, for potatoes, 11.21
Feb. 2. Pembroke, for board, 78.00
4. Franklin, for board, i9-5°
Tilton, for board, i9-5o
Laconia, for board, 39.00




Feb. 5. From Somersworth, for board, 19-50
Manchester, for board, 9Si-4i
6. I. C. Merrill, for two calves, 18.50
Sullivan county, for board, 3.42
Merrimack county, for board, 60.21
8. RoUinsford, for board, 19-50
Rockingham county, for board, i9-5o
Rumney, for board, 18.? i
II. Plymouth, for board, 28.50
Campton, for board, 19-50
14. Wolfeborough, for board, 58.50
15. New Hampton, for board, 19-50
16. Charlestown, for board, 8.16
18. North Hampton, for board, 19-50
20. Belmont, for board, 19-50
Cheshire county, for board, 78.00
Nashua, for board, 174-85
22. Strafford county, for board, 39.00
Feb. 25. Candia, for board, 39-oo
27. C. G. B. Ryder, for potatoes, .50
Mar. 2. Haverhill, for board, 39-oo
E. M. Stevens, for desk, ,50
13. A. Perkins, for board, 2.50
16. S. K. Pierce, for chair-seating, 513-50
18. Hopkinton, for board, 20.78
ig. Kent fund, 90.00
21. Dover, for board, 112.93
Apr. 2. state treasurer, one-quarter appropria-
tion, 1,500.00
4. Grafton county, for board, 22.92
D. Sargent, for kettle, 2.00
19. S. Burnham, for flour, 10.50
26. I. W. Smith, seating chair, .40
J. S. Harriman, soap-grease, 8.00
27. Kimball Bros., for tallow, 11.27
29. Stearns & Farmer, for potatoes, 16. oi
Daniels & Merrill, seating stool, .25
J. M. Chandler & Co., seating chairs, .80
Hodge & Higgins' account, 242.60









Jan. 3. For i dozen lemons, .35
I bottle lemon, .50
12. I dozen lemons, .30
14. I barrel apples, 4.50
17, 4 dozen eggs, 1.08
21. I pair washers, .25
24. 2 boxes starch, 1.35
25. 12 papers stove-polish, .65
28. 4 dozen eggs, i.oo
31. 6 lemons, .15
Feb. 12. % gross matches, .55




13. ]^ bushel apples, 1.40
Mar. I. I bottle lemon, .50
4, I bushel C. salt, .60
15. I bag C. F. salt, 1.40
16. I paper D. cocoanut, .40
22. 4 gallons M. syrup, 4.75
I bottle vanilla, 3 pounds sugar, i box salt, 1.25
1877. PAID HIGGINS BROS.
May I. For 2 dozen plates, $3-oo
y^ dozen balls wicking, .37
measuring manure, i.io
4. 2 tea-cans, .84
9. 2 clothes-baskets, 2.00
10. 2 sauce-tureens, 2.20
I dozen O. S. wicks, -75
23. 6 chimneys, .43
28. I dozen three-spindle chairs, 6.50
29. I ladle, .30
June 5. I watering-pot, .90
15. ^2 dozen dust-pans, i.oo
I dozen chimneys, .85
25. y dozen mirrors, 2.00
July 2. y dozen balls wicking, -75
3. I yard oil-cloth, .75
16. 2 clothes-brackets, 2.00
1 tub, I.oo
18. 6 dozen argand chimneys, 4-5°
23. 6 dozen S. chimneys, 3-9°
5 3-12 dozen B. chimneys, 5-^3
2 barrels, .70
33
Aug. 6. For 3 dozen chimneys, $i-9S
Sept. II. 3 flower-pots, 1.12
3 flower-pots, 1.80
12. ij^ dozen C. C. mugs, 1.38
I clothes-bracket, .87
14. I door-mat, 1,38




Oct. 3. I lantern globe, .25
8. I jar, 1.50
15. I dozen feed-pails, 11.00
22. I dozen argand burners, 3.50
4 knives, 4 forks, 6.00
26. }4 dozen B. S. burners, .87
27. I watering-pot, i.oo
30. 9 flower-pots, 3.08
Nov. 6. 3 sauce-tureens, 3.00
I dozen H. teas, 2.25
3 creamers, .7c
I lantern, i.^o
8 dozen spoons, 8.00
10. I ewer and basin, 1.25
16. 2 dozen mugs, 4.00
21. I dozen B. chimneys, i.oo
I dozen argand chimneys, .75
6 B. wicks, .48
4 A. wicks, .28
I lantern, .co
23. 2 lantern globes, ,50
I spittoon, .25
Dec. I. I dozen burners, i.oo
}4 dozen dust-pans, .90
3. I wire-bound lantern, 1.50
I lantern, ^ye
7. 2 lantern globes, i.oo
12. I mirror-plate,
.75
15. repairing two lamps, .20
20. I B. lantern, 2.50
I chop-tray, .87
1 L. D. pan, .7c
2 W. basins, .30
21 yards hemp, 5.25
22. I dozen mugs, i.c©
27. 1 lantern globe, .25
3
34
Dec. 28. For 7 yards hemp, $i-75
I dish-pan, 1-50
1878.
Jan. I. Yz dozen French tin pans, 2.25
1 lamp fixture, .92
2. 21 S. C. mugs, 2.19
5. Y-z dozen argand burners, 1.50
2 dozen B. chimneys, 1.70
9. yi dozen lamp globes, i.oo
18. 3 mop-handles, .60
Feb. I. 8 cords 6^ feet manure, 65.84
4. 5 dozen wicks, .5°
mixing-spoons, .18
6. 2 dozen sauce-plates, i.oo
IT. 3 yards oil-cloth, 1.50
23, 2 lantern globes, .60
Mar. II. I dozen coffee-cups, 2.00
20. 5 dozen mugs, 8.75
I basket, .85
Yo, dozen bowls, 1-12
Apr. ID. I mirror-plate, .80
13. Yi dozen table-casters, 5.50
Y2 dozen vinegar-bottles,
i.oo
15, 4 pitchers, 2.40
use of crockery, 3.00
5 plates, -42
3 dozen goblets, 2.76
2 dozen tumblers, i.oo
11 cups, 1-37
3 dozen soup-plates, 3-45
26. 8 cords manure, 60.00
1877. PAID J. B. VARICK.
Apr. 2. For 100 pounds Salem lead, $10.50
I gallon spirits, .60
I VV. brush, 1.25
3. I manure-fork, 1.50
3 steel garden-rakes, 2.25
6 horse-cards, .38
12 pounds whiting, -48





May 4. I whip-stick lash, .3°
35
June 13. For 100 pounds Salem lead, $10.50
30. 6 mop-sticks, .42
% pound turnip-seed, .20
July 10. 6 feet sewer-pipe, 1.02
13. 6 C. combs, 1.25
25. hatchet for mower, ,5o
Aug. 14. I gallon oil, i.yq
15. I gallon spirits, ro
Sept. 13. 491^ pounds lath-yarn, ^.44
Oct. 23. 2 pounds R, packing, .60
2,fi pounds R. packing, 1.36
Nov. 15. 39 pounds iron, 2.1 c




Dec. I. 57 pounds L. yarn, 7.41
17. 6 hinges, [go
3 pairs hinges, .60
I oiler, ^20
3 bolts, [go
I gross screws, .40
19. I corn-popper, 1*25
I pair hinges, .21;
25. I dozen skate-straps, 3.25
3 flower-pot chairs, .ye
26. I padlock, eo
hasp and staples, 12
1878.
Jan. I. I pair baskets,
2. I basket,
50 pounds Salem lead, 4.7c
14. hinges, ,40
rings and staples, ^27
16. 4 dozen C. L. hooks, 1*60
17. 6 ax-handles, i^ie
6 wedges, [25
I cow-tie,
21. 2 casks lime,
1 dozen C. L. hooks,
Feb. 2. 2 pairs strap-hinges,
2 dozen curtain-rings,
1 can harness-oil, ^yr
2 cold-chisels, .ge
6. 1^ pounds packing, .7^
23. 1 box glass, 3*62


















For I set casters,
I scoop-shovel,
y, dozen flower-pot brackets,
1 W. W. brush,
2 locks,
yn dozen file-handles,





2 quarts M, S. A, peas,
3 scrub-brushes,
50 pounds tar string,












































Apr. 21. For oysters, $1.29
28. 3 gallons oysters, 1.05
3 pounds crackers, .38
May I. 6 pounds mackerel, .72
5. 3 quarts oysters, -9^
crackers, '26
9. 2 shad, -84
21^ pounds beef, 3-22
11. ID pounds mackerel, i-7°'
12. 6 pounds mackerel, i-oo
15. I barrel, -75
12^ pounds halibut, 1-25
18. 55 pounds fish, 2.50
21. 8 pounds steak, ' i-44
June 21. 36 pounds ham, 4-55
July 9. 6 pounds steak, i.oo
14. 1134^ pounds beef, 1-69
16. 13 pounds beef, 2.34
17. 10 pounds steak, i-8o
20. 6 mackerel, i-oo
25. 10 pounds halibut, i-oo
27. 8^ pounds halibut, -88
Aug. 22. 4>4 pounds chicken, i-oo
30. 14 pounds beef, 2.33
10 pounds steak, i-8o
Sept. 14. 15 pounds fish, -7^
18. 8 pounds steak, i-53
27. 8 cunners, -64-
Oct. 5. 8 halibut, i-i2
6. 6 pounds steak, i-o8
10 pounds S. potatoes, -4^
3 quarts oysters,
i-oo
2 pounds crackers, -25
13. oysters and crackers, 1-63,
19. pickerel, i-95
Oct. 20. For oysters and crackers, i-43
26. 12^ pounds haddock, -75
27. oysters and crackers, i.44-
Nov. 3. 17 /i pounds chicken, 3.80
17^ pounds beef, 2.67
12 pounds S. potatoes, -4^
10. oysters and crackers, i-55
17. oysters and crackers, i.43
24. oysters and crackers,, i'43
28. gallon oysters, 4-8o
Dec. I. crackers and oysters, i'43
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Dec. 7. For i barrel, $o-75
8. oysters and crackers, 1.50
15. oysters and crackers, 1.50
25 eggs, .60
22. oysters and crackers, 1.44
sausages, .98
1878.
Jan. 5. oysters and crackers, 1.40
1877. PAID C. E. MOODY AND COMPANY.
June 29. For 217 pounds sugar, $26.04
carting, .38
PAID BLAISDELL AND BURLEY.
June 20. For elevating refrigerator, $85.00
PAID BUCKMINISTER AND COMPANY.
June I. For carpenter work, $2.00
PAID C. C. KENISTON.
June 19. For expense arresting Butler, $11.88
July 9. arresting boys, 20.00
PAID J. G. COLT.
May 15. For 31 shade-trees, $15-50
18. 100 spruce-trees, 23.00
PAID CHARLES BUTMAN,
June 22. For i wheelbarrow, $8.00
PAID B. p. STUART.
June 15. For the Granite Monthly, $1.50
PAID C. C. FROST AND COMPANY.
Mar. 27. For 6 bottles cough-medicine, $3-5o
PAID S. S. JAMES AND COMPANY.
May 14. For 8 cords 4^ feet manure, $63.50
40
PAID J. M. AND D. A, PARKER.
Jan. 24. For 2,670 pounds Straw, $21.12
Mar, 20. 2,495 pounds straw, 19.96
23. 2,670 pounds straw, ' 21.36
PAID F. E. DODGE.
June 3. For arresting boy, $10.00
PAID BLAKE AND STEARNS.
Apr, 27. For 2 1 5 yards cassimere, $57-25
1877. PAID FISHER AND FLANDERS.
Feb, 23. For 47 gallons oil, $16.45
1 barrel, 3.00
PAID M. B. WITTEN.
May 4. For 30^ bushels potatoes, $33-55
PAID CHARLES ROBIE.
May 15. For i load sand, $1.25
1877. PAID FOLSOM AND SON.
July 7. For 251 boxes collars, $7.53
17 coats, 4-25
28 caps, 3-5°
12. 16 coats, 32.00
4 coats, 6.00
19 pairs pants, 33-25
20 vests, 7-5°
19. 12 hats, I-20
20. 15 shirts, 10.00
30. 57 vests, 21.38
20 ties, -4°
150 boxes collars, 1.22
Dec. 14. 2 coats, pants, hats, 9.92
26. 6 vests, 6 shirts, 6.00
1877. PAID MANCHESTER CLOTHING-STORE.
May I. For 13 suits clothes, $52-25





Feb. 17. For 3 quarts oysters, $0,75
crackers, .38
Mar. 4 pounds crackers, ,50
oysters, .95
PAID G. B, MORGAN.
June 30. For 50 cords wood, $200.00
PAID D. W. JOHNSON.
May 10. For expenses as trustee, $4-So
1877. PAID A. C. CLEMENT.
May 10. For expenses as trustee, $7.20
PAID H. T. MORRILL.
May 10. For expenses as trustee, $6.00
PAID F. B. EATON.
May 21. For 2^^ dozen writing-books, ^3-75
1877. PAID BARTLETT AND SMITH.
May 7. For 122}^ yards concrete, $30.62
1877. PAID D. SARGENT.
May 5. For 254 pounds beef, $20.32
Aug. 29. 170 pounds beef, i4-45
Apr. 4. 2,650 pounds straw, 12.00
1877. PAID RICHARD WHEELER.
July 2. For i cask vinegar, $5.00
1877. PAID M. F. HILL.
July 2. For 41 gallons vinegar, $6.83
1877. PAID CHARLES L. OILMAN.
June 7. For arresting boy, $10.00
i8:
44
i877. PAID L. B. BODWELL.
May 17. For 2,780 pounds stove-coal,
30. 1,480 pounds E. coal,
1877. PAID J. S. KIDDER AND COMPANY.
May II.
45
Sept. 3. For yi day's labor,
Dec. 13. labor and plaster,
1878.
Mar. 30. 1034 days' mason-work,
1877. PAID J, F. FORD.
June 7. For repairing water-closet,
1877. PAID GREELEY AND ESTY.
Dec. 20. For i horse-collar,
1877. PAID H. F. PAUL.
Apr. 28. For 3 barrels seed-potatoes,
1877. PAID R. M. PULSIFER AND COMPANY.
June 15. For advertising,
1877. PAID WAKEFIELD RATTAN COMPANY.
July 7. For 100 pounds C. cane,
Aug. 31. 2 bales M. cane,
Oct. 16. I bale M. cane,
19. 2 bales cane,
Dec. 5. 3 dozen horse-brushes,
^ dozen mats,
2 bales M. cane,
carting,
1877. PAID R. D. GAY.
July 13. For 22 rolls paper,
50 yards bordering,
1877. VWVi C. B. SOUTHWORTH.
May 5. For 100 boxes collars,
1877. PAID L. H. JOSSELYN AND COMPANY.
May 28. For i dozen Bristol brushes,
1877. PAID MANCHESTER LOCOMOTIVE WORKS.

























Mar. 19. For 4 quarts D. O. R. pease, $o-75
1 quart spirits, .15
2 scythe-stones, .30
10 pounds whiting, .40
21. 20 pounds C. plaster, .60
50 pounds A. lead, 4.75
25. I pound U. M. blue, .30
26. I dozen mop-sticks, 2.00
50 pounds A. lead, 4.75
10 pounds C. plaster, .30
Apr. 4. 1,055 pounds ground bone, 21.10
1,009 pounds phosphate, 25.23
2 bushels and 31 pounds timothy, 4.97
40 pounds clover, 4.40
2 bags, .50
garden-seeds, .97
I bag red-top, 2.75
1 dozen socket hoes, 5.75
300 pounds C, plaster, 2.50
g. 50 pounds A. lead, 4.50
2 pounds vermilion, .50
13' 3 quarts shellac, 3.00
22. Yz dozen W. C. R. shovels, 5.50
2 manure-forks, 2.58
I manure-fork, 2.58
29. 50 pounds R. R. paint, 4.50
I manure-fork, 1.29
1878. PAID L. RICE.
Apr. 29. For 10 cords manure, $70.00
























































1878. PAID BOSTON ELASTIC FABRIC COMPANY.
Apr. 3. For 300 yards web elastic, $1$-°°'
PAID RAYMOND BROS.








June 29. For leather, 1.25
July I. sole-leather, kip, 64.18
Oct. I. 263^:4 pounds sole-leather, 65.93
6034! pounds sole-leather, 13-36
52 pounds kip, ii-44
19 pounds oak splits, 7.60
lasts, 2.00
13. 87 feet kip, i9.i4
19. ball rubber, 1.75
23. 4 dozen awls, i-oo
I dozen heel-irons, -75
nails, -lo
Nov. I. blacking, 2 pounds nails, .41
8. foot-balls, 2.75
Dec. 17. awls, .15
1878.
Jan. I. iS pounds nails, 1.40
14. 2 dozen shoe-knives, 1.25
21. 45^ pounds sole-leather, 11.38
24. lacings, i.oo
30. 12 pounds shoe-nails, i.oo
Feb. I. I wool-skin, i.oo
23. 4 pounds zinc nails, .48
Mar. 2. 127^ pounds sole-leather, 3o-S4
5 pounds steel nails, .50
22. 24 yards E. M. cloth, 10.80
4 quarts shoe-pegs, .24
Apr. 6. 4 pounds steel nails, .40
13. 7 yards E. M. cloth, 4.30
26. 4 pounds steel nails, .40
1876. PAID A. C. WALLACE.
Apr. 17. For 149 feet chestnut, $2.98
Nov. 23. 500 feet sheathing, 12.50
Dec. 12. 201 feet finish, 5.03
1,002 feet hemlock boards, 14-03
29. sawing 1,579 feet pine, 6.32
1877.
Aug. 17. I load wood, 3.00
1878.
Feb. 21. sawing 500 feet pine, 2.00
1877. PAID BARTON AND COMPANY.
May 6. For 10 yards E. cloth, $1-50


































































































Mar. 2. I box phosphate for plants, .50
10
59
May 2 2. For i pound M. M. blue, $.028
23. I spring, .35
28. 27);^ pounds sheet-lead, 1.93
I screw-driver, .45
50 pounds Salem lead, 4.75
Apr. I. 18 lights glass, 1.98
50 pounds Salem lead, 4.50
I quart P. O. pease, .20
^ bushel orchard grass, .75
1 ^'2 pounds seed, 1.13
2^^ pounds C. lime, 1.12
2 points, 1.50
2 clevises, 1.50
2. 255 pounds phosphate, 6.38
I gallon asphaltum, 1.25
I quart blueing, .85
I gallon can, .42
Apr. 3. 6 pounds L. pipe, .39
9. 3 pounds joint-bolts, .24
10. glass, .09
11. I J^ feet ground glass, .34
sponge, .75
lo^il^ pounds sheet-lead, .72
20. lock, .62
garden-seeds, .30
23. 22 lights glass, 1.87
26. 32 pound turnip-seed, .25
I panel-saw, 1.42
1877. PAID STEARNS AND FARMER,
Sept. 12. For 2 pounds cassia, $0.70
37 pounds lard, 4.25
17. I barrel flour, 9.50
51 gallons oil, 9.94
I barrel, i.oo
Nov. 6. 3 dozen eggs, .90
44 pounds soap, 4.62
6 pounds sago, .60
1878. PAID A. G. FAIRBANKS.
Feb. 12. For 10 cords manure, $70.00
1878. PAID JOHN BLAISDELL.
Apr. 4. For labor on refrigerator, $5.00
60
1878. PAID PROCTORSVILLE MANUFACTUING COMPANY.
Apr. 2. For 64 dozen Grecian frames, $32.00
17 dozen York frames, 8.50
1878. PAID D. T. WHIPPLE.
Apr. 4. For 107 pounds dried apples, $10.00
1878. PAID W. S. HOUSTON,
Apr. 6. For 29 bushels E. R. potatoes, $14-50
1878. PAID ELLA M. STEVENS.
Apr. 19. For services in laundry and kitchen, $6.00
1878. PAID BOSTON TYPE COMPANY.
Apr. 3, For tj'pe, $1.00
/
1878. PAID BOWEN, PHIPPS, AND COMPANY,
A^Dr. 3. For 6 dozen neck-ties, $4-5o
1878. PAID SANDERS AND CROSWELL.
Apr. 3. For 8 dozen R. combs, $3-04
I dozen fine combs, ,54
1877. PAID FIRST CONGREGATIONAL SOCIETY.
July I. For pew-rent, $S-40
Oct. 4. pew-rent, 5.60
Jan. 18. pew-rent, 5.60
Apr. I. pew-rent, 5.60
1877. PAID SPEAR AND COMPANY.
June 26. For i frail dater, $9.10
I box lemons, 4.00
10 pounds pecans, i.oo
30 pounds nuts, 3.40
carting, ,15
1877. PAID J. B. CLARKE.
May 16. For advertising, $6.88
1878,
Apr, 6. advertising, 2.00
61
iSyy- PAID CAMPBELL AND HANSCOM.
Apr. 4. For advertising, $3-So
Sept. 21. I gross pen-holders, .75
I ream bill-paper, 2.00
I ream letter-paper, 2.45
^4 ream note-paper, .35
Nov. 30. 1 M envelopes, 2.28
1878.
Jan. 31. Daily Union, 6 months, 3.00
Mar. 30. 3 quires blank paper, .go
Apr. I. Daily Union, 3 months, 1.50
6. advertising, 1.50
1877. PAID C. F. BONNEY.
July 17. For surgical attendance on inmates, $107.00
1877. PAID HENRY MAY AND COMPANY.
June 26. For 200 pounds C. fish, $9.00
J 2 barrel mackerel, 5.32
10 ropes, 2.00
3^ barrel salmon, 3.82
200 pounds C. fish, 3.00
15 pounds salt halibut, 1.50
carting, .50
Dec. 5. 200 pounds cod, 10.00
200 pounds pollock, 3.50
^ barrel mackerel, 7.82
% barrel S. trout, 7.32
12 boxes smoked herring, 3.00













June 2. For 135 fet-t sapling, $3.78
labor, .20
1877. PAID MARSHALL BROTHERS.
Apr. 25. For 4 18-62 bushels beans, $ii-7S
4 22-64 bushels beans, 14.12
2 barrels, .40


































Dec. 22. For saffron, $0.06
27. Ayer's pills. .20
28. Radway's pills, .20
1877. PAID TEMPLE AND FARRINGTON.
July 9. For paper and cutting, $1.50
Sept. 20. I M cards, cutting, 1.20
I box bands, .20
1878.










































Oct. 23. For 9 days' labor, «,o ^^
, . r , ' 3525.00
socket for damper, , ,
27. labor, ^ '-5°
• 1 ,. 2.00











• ^, ' 2.00
4 nipples, , ^
• ^, ' 1.02
9 nipples, g
4 Ts, ^-^^
5 Ts, 2 R. and L. couplings, I'J?





75 feet and n inches pipe, 1^80
14'A feet pipe, f 3
32^ feet pipe, ^tt
13% feet pipe, 6 elbows, 6 8^
283^ feet pipe, ^6.82
I I, I elbow,
^ ,^
r flange, . Ts, |;
°
I (j. valve, '^
labor on large pipe, ^0°





Nov. 21. I lock valve,
'^'^^
labor,
Dec. I. I flue-scraper,
^^6
20 feet pipe, '^








Feb. 2. I Chapman valve, f ^^
27. 6 elbows, 2 Ts, ^-il
28. 3 nipples,
"
Mar. 7. 6 Chapman valves, q oo
6 nipples, ^g^
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1878. PAID BURPEE AND TAYLOR.
Feb. 2. For 44^ gallons oil, $8.01
Mar. 3. fruit, 3.25
box honey, .80
24. 100 pounds salt, i.oo
29. 2 sacks salt, 3.00
1877. PAID WILSON AND MOOAR.
Oct. 16. For papers from August to February, $9-05
combs, .50
30. combs, 2.88
Nov. 6. 100 slate-pencils, .75


















Feb. 4. For 8 tubs butter, $40.04
46 pounds cheese, 6.67
II. 5 barrels beans, 44.66
5 barrels, 1.25
Mar. 15. I case eggs, 8.82
I cheese, 7.26
Apr. 10. I case eggs, 3.75
304 pounds butter, 45-5°
27. I case eggs, 3.75
1877. PAID CONCORD RAILROAD CORPORATION.
June II. For May freight-bills, $32.80
July 5. June freight-bills, 6.31
Ang. 13. July freight-bills, 39-92
Oct. 3. September freight-bills, 43- 12
31. October freight-bills, 58.57
Dec. 7. November freight-bills, 1.50
1878.
Feb. 2. December and January freight-bills, 92.28
Apr. 4. March freight-bills, 45-2 2
30. April freight-bills, 39-8o
1877. PAID J. S. HARRIMAN.
Apr. For 18 barrels soap, $54-oo
July 18. 2^ barrels soap, 7.50
Aug. 3. i}( barrels soap, 3.75
31. i^ barrels soap, 3.75
Sept. 10. i}{ barrels soap, 3.75
27. 2^^ barrels soap, 7.50
i6>^ barrels swill, 8.25
Oct. I. 3 barrels soap, 9.00
19. 2j4 barrels soap, io-5o
Nov. 12. 2^ barrels soap, 6.75
Dec. 4. 2}{ barrels soap, 6.75
1878.
Jan. 8. 2 barrels soap, 6.00
Feb. 4. 2}( barrels soap, 6.75
18. 2}{ barrels soap, 6.75
Mar. 12. 2^ barrels soap, 8.25
1877. PAID SEARS AND COMPANY.
Oct. 5. For 38 pounds Oolong tea, $15.20







2 barrels Graham flour,
78
1878.
Jan. 10. 50 barrels A. flour, $362.50
Apr, 12. 50 barrels flour, 350.00
1877. PAID WALWORTH MANUFACTURING COMPANY.
Sept. 22. For i day's labor, $4.00
repairing, 3.00
making damper, 12.00
Oct. 5. I National scraper, 2.62
1878.
Feb. 27. brush for scraping shell of boiler, 2.25
1877. PAID C. L. HOLMES.
Nov. 24. For 1,126 pounds beef, 78.82
1,847 pounds beef, 147-76
1878.
Feb. 12. 192 pounds beef, i4-4o
Mar. 5. 260 pounds beef, 18.20
1877. PAID S. B. HOPE.
Jan. 21. For manure, $8.00
1878. PAID I. S. WHITNEY.
Jan. 18. For repairing instrument, $8.45





1878. PAID WILLIAM WARE AND COMPANY.
Jan. 19. For 14 dozen Ellsworth's W. books, $14.14
1878. PAID G. L. HOLMES.
Jan. 28. For 6 bottles Cough and Humor Cure, $3-5o
6 pairs gloves, 1.3
1
pencils, .30
1877. PAID F. C. DOW.
Aug. II. For boots, shoes, $7S-oo
21. boots, shoes, 65.69




l877' ^^^^ J- ^* WHIPPLE.
Aug. 21. For 30 pounds butter, $6.00
1877. PAID M. A. VICKERY.
Aug. 22. For fruit, $0.60
27, groceries, i3-i4
PAID A. J. YOUNG.
Aug. 25. For meadow hay, $24.86
1877. PAID FOGG AND JAMES.
Sept. 9. For rent of shed, $7-°^
Apr. 29. use of shed, hack 3 hours for singers, 6.00
PAID CHARLES E. ROWE.
Sept. 17. For i harness, $27.50
1877. PAID N. BARNARD.
Aug. 22. For 18 gallons vinegar, $4.00
Oct. 13. 25 gallons vinegar, 8.75
^2 bushel chestnuts, 2.00
1878.
Feb. 27. 48 gallons vinegar, 12.00
1877. PAID AMES PLOW COMPANY.
Oct. 5. For I Worcester feed-cutter, $3^-S°
1877. PAID L. W. COLBY.
Sept. I. For i dozen photographs of boy, $3-°°
I cabinet, -5°
tin-types, i-5°
1877. PAID A. B. WEBSTER.
Oct. 4. For balance on wagons, $7S-oo
1878.
Jan. ID. repairing, i-iS
20. paint, and repairing, 2.65
Mar. 23. I head-blade, 1-50
1877. PAID C. R. LOCKE.
Sept. 29. For arresting boy Drury, $10.00
81
l877- PAID T. W. RICHARDS.
Sept. 28. For 109 pounds beef, $6.50
1877. PAID R. M. ROLLINS.
Aug. 18. For forks and guards, $5.20
PAID J. BURROWS.
Sept, 24. For 6 pairs shoes, $4-75
1877. PAID J. CROWLEY.
Aug. 27. For 1,432 pounds straw, $10.74
1877. PAID J. T. LAKE.
Sept. 21. For 1,868 pounds straw, $14.01
1877. PAID F. M. McLANE.
Aug. 6. For I team-collar, $10.00
I tie, .75
1877. PAID THOMAS FRAIN.
Aug. 25. For arresting boy Kennedy, $10.00
Dec. 14. arresting boy, 10.00
1877. PAID L. H. MERRILL.
Sept. 3. For services in kitchen, $15.00
PAID E. BUNTIN.
Aug. 31. For 29 days' labor, $28.31
1877. PAID W. W. WILKINS.
Aug, 29. For attendance on inmates, $i-So
1877. PAID E. BURKE,
Aug. 25. For services in yard, $10.00
1877. PAID C. P. CONNOLLY.
Aug. 2. For 30 pairs shoes, $45.00
1877. PAID J. SHEEHAN.
Aug. 2. For arresting boy Sullivan, $10.00
82
iSjJ. PAID C. A, WELCOME.
Aug. 6. For arresting boy Thompson. $io.oo>
1877. PAID A. C. PAGE.
Aug. I. For services in kitchen, $5.00
1877. PAID J. J. BENNETT.
Oct. 4. For measuring lumber, $2.37
1877. PAID H. STETSON.
Oct. 13. For I months' labor, $25.oo>
1877. PAID JOEL DANIELS.
July 14. For hanging paper, $4.oO'
1877. PAID W. H. HILL.
Aug. 4. For shoeing horses, from May to July, $11.74:
Oct. 31. shoeing horses, from August to October, 10.39-
Jan. 9. blacksmith work, from November to Jan., 15.35
Apr. 3. blacksmith work, from^Jan, to May, 8.65
1S77. PAID G. F. BOSHER AND COMPANY.
Aug. 8. For clothing, $3-7B
Dec. 19. picture, i pair birds, cage, 4.75
1878.
Mar. 19. 2 mattresses, 14-25
2 single mattresses, 3.00
2 sets tubs, 2,50
12 dozen lemons, 1.44
51 pounds nuts, 2.80
1 barrel pickles, 3.50
12 pounds ginger, .84
2 dozen W. brushes, 3.84
40 dozen eggs, 2.80
1877. PAID J. H. COBURN.
Oct. 13. For 8 barrels swill, $4.80
1877. PAID J. C. FRENCH, AGENT.
Oct. 23. For insurance on buildings, $225.00
1 877- PAID S. H. WOODBURY.
Oct. 23. For 4 tons meadow hay, $25.00
1877. PAID W. S. PALMER.
Oct. 26. For 16^ days' labor, setting boiler, $42.81
1877. PAID C. BUTMAN.
Oct. 27. For 22 pounds dried apples, $3-04
1S77. PAID BRIGHAM AND PRATT.
May. 4. For 3^ barrels crackers, $i4-S9
1877. PAID HOLTON AND SPRAGUE.
June 7. For i umbrella, $2.25
July 6. 16 yards print, i.oo
4 dozen hose, 3.00
1877. PAID BRUGGER AND COMPANY.
Sept. 21. For 4 dozen socks, $7.00
3 dozen socks, 7.50
Oct. 31. 8 dozen socks, 14.00
1877. MANCHESTER GAS-LIGHT COMPANY.
Oct. 15, For 200 fire-bricks, $14.00
340 pounds clay, 2.28
1877. PAID J. C. RAY.
Aug. I. For 1,900 feet H. boards, $24.70
1878.
Apr. 26. 50^ cords hard wood, 203.50
1878. PAID J. O. MERRILL.
Apr. 26. For 29 cords 6 feet wood, $119.00
1877. PAID H. E. RYDER.
May 31. For 19 days' labor, $19.00
Nov. 28. building well, 15 days, 15.00
1877. PAID S. VOSE.
Nov. 17. For 16 days' labor, $16.00
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l877« PAII^ S. J. LINCOLN.
Nov. 28. For 9 days' labor, $9.00
1877. PAID SAMUEL ADAMS.
Nov. 30. For 135 pounds fish, $6.75
1878.
Jan. 9. 22 pounds fish, 1.32
1877. PAID G. p. WILKINS.
Dec. 13. For 124 pounds beef, $7-44
1877. PAID D. WELLS.
Dec I. For 100 chestnut posts, $17.00
1877. PAID H. CLOUGH.
Nov. 8. For use of pasture, $15.00
1877. PAID J. F. CASSIDY.
Dec. 4. For arresting boy, $10.00
1878.
Feb. 3. returning boy, 5.00
1877. PAID R. W. BEAN.
Nov. 29. For arresting boy, $10.66
1877. PAID D. PETTINGILL,
Dec. I. For returning boy, $10.00
1877. PAID Y. M. C. ASSOCIATION,
Dec. 3. For religious services, $50.00
1877. PAID FRANK HARVELL.
Nov. 19. For I suit, 2 caps, $8.75
1877. PAID I. H. BALLOW.
Dec. 5. For 2 barrels beans, $18.47
107 pounds cheese, 12.12
1877. PAID NATHAN KIDDER.
Nov. 19. For 3,590 bricks, $25.13
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l877' PAID C. C. MARSH.
Nov. 15. For clipping horse, $3-oo
1877. PAID BUNTON AND PORTER.
Apr. 23. For repairs, $^3-77
1877. PAID G. B. FOGG."
Nov. I. For repairing keys, tools, ^5-84
9. repairing locks, 3.55
1877. PAID P. B. PUTNEY.
Dec. 26. For 20 pounds confectionery, $4.00
20 pounds mixed candy, 3.00
1877. PAID C. EMMONS,
Dec. 24. For expenses, arresting boy, $15.00
1877. PAID SAMUEL BURNHAM.
Dec. 27. For 548 pounds beef, $40.70
1878.
Apr. 19. vegetables, 12.13
1877. PAID C. ARMSTRONG.
Nov. 28. For 47 pounds crackers, $3.29
1877. PAID RILEY AND GATE.
Dec. 4. For 49 pounds crackers, $3-43
24. 49 pounds crackers, 3.43
1877. PAID G. BROWN.
Dec. 22. For 6J^ cords manure, $51-58
1877. PAID M. S. HUNT.
Dec. 8. Yox Saturday Night Despatch, $1.50
1877. PAID J. M. MOORE.
Dec. 8. For 6 pairs shoes, $4-5°
1877. PAID DR. L. B. HOW.
Dec. 13. For professional attendance on inmates, $11.00
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l877' PAID J. H. MORRISON.
Dec. i8. For 19^ pounds chicken, $2.92
1877. PAID C. W. BROWN.
Nov. 17. For 2 bushels cranberries, $5.00
1877. PAID LAMSON AND HARDEN.
June 12. For i rough stone, $4.00
1876. PAID W. B. BURNHAM.
Nov. 8. For i barrel apples, $3-5o
1877.
Aug. II. 45 gallons vinegar, 10.35
Nov. 3. 40 gallons vinegar, 9.20
2 barrels apples, 8.00
1878.
Jan. 4. 5,660 pounds straw, 28.30
Apr. 2. 2,054 pounds meadow hay, 10.27
1877. PAID H. G. FARRINGTON.
Nov. 21. For straw, $8.00
1877. PAID T. BARNARD.
Nov. 2. For use of pasture, $22.00
1877. PAID J. G. TAGGART,
Nov. 28. For 139 pounds turkey, $23.16
1878. PAID C. H. MARTIN AND COMPANY,
Mar. 8. For ^ gallon paregoric, $i-35
Yi gallon extract ginger, 1.50
I pound C. potash, .60
I quart essence peppermint, i.oo
4 pounds thoroughwort, i.oo
Y dozen plasters, .65
I pint cough-medicine, 1.30
1878. PAID G. W. VARNUM.
Mar. 18. For 2)ZV\ pounds yeast, $11.81
PAID C. H. CHOATE AND COMPANY.
Mar. 15. For repairing clipper, $3-25
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187 7- P^ID CROSS AND BURNHAM.
Dec. 16. For making interest on Hodge notes, $3-oo
1878. PAID W. BOYD.
Feb. 23. For i pork-barrel, $2,00
I pork-barrel, 1.50
1878. PAID M. PERLEY.
Feb, 20. For 70 pounds pop-corn, $1.40
1878. PAID G. W. DEAN AND COMPANY.
Apr. 3. For i case fruit, $7.50
1878. PAID W. S. CHAMBERLIN, AGENT.
Feb. II. For insurance on boiler, $20.00
1877. PAID W. W. HUBBARD.
Nov. 16. For 9 barrels shavings, $o-45
23. 16 barrels shavings, .80
25 bed-slats, 1.50
1878. PAID p. C. CHENEY.
Feb. 5. For 14 pounds waste, $1.40
PAID J. NUTE.
Feb. 20. For 1,140 pounds meadow hay, $4.00
1878. PAID BARR AND CLAPP.
Feb. 21. For i barrel oil, $7.20
I barrel, i.oo
1878. PAID S. H. MARTIN.
Feb. 14. For 7 pairs shoes, $11.20
I pair kip boots, 3.00
INCIDENTAL EXPENSES.
1877.
May 3. Paid for stamps, $3-oo
postals, 2.00
May 3. Paid for express,
8 bushels potatoes,
9. stamps,
10. Drew & Bordy's car-fare,
12. extra work,
I pair corsets,
I hat for girl,
14. M. A. Driscoll's car-fare,
expenses to Boston,
18. A. Grant, extra work,
E, Sargent's car-fare,
jg, A. Perkins' car-fare to Bath,
extra work,
23. telegraphing,




28. P.. Thomas's car-fare,
I bushel-basket,
29. Pearl's car-fare to Farmington,
postals,
June I. expenses to Fitchburg,
2. 4 yards calico,
shuttle,
Mahoney, extra work,





expenses to Concord, 3 fares,
8. expenses to Gardiner,
S. Hovey,
11. C. Armstrong, crackers,
12. postals,
extra work,























































June 20. Paid for telegraphing, $0.94
8 boxes strawberries, .72
23. 4 boxes strawberries, ,52
extra work, 1,00






















Aug. 15. Paid for extra work, $0.40
17. extra work, .45
18. extra labor, 2.00
telegraphing, -75





A. Perkins' fare to Bath, 4-75
Ruffle's fare to Keene, 2.30
24. y?. bushel apples, .60
25. I melon, -7°
28. fruit, -60
29. extra work, '^i
Dr. Wilkins, i-S^
boys' extra work, A^
20. telegraphing, -27
31. S. Boyce, for apples, 4'Oo
J. B. Ireland, -75
Sept. 5. Grant & Quimby, for potatoes, .60
I peck pears, -65
McKenney's fare to Tilton, i-20
Withington's fare to Keene, 3-1°
4. 12 yards elastic, -75
expenses to Nashua, i-5°
extra work, '^5
8. expenses to Boston, 3-9*^
9. S. Boyce, for apples, 3-5°
pears, 4-oo
10. extra work, -5°
14. extra work, i-^S
17. fruit,
2.00
18. Mr. Dodge, for pears, 2.00
extra work, -45
19. boys at fair-ground, 8.75
23. extra work, •4o
boys to temperance lecture, i-oo
stamps, 3-°°
Mr. Dodge, for grapes, i-oo






28. expenses to Keene, 7-9°




Dec. 9. Paid for telegraphing, $0.25
II. Warren's car-fare, .25
13. stamps, 3.00
extra work, .10
14. New-York Times, i.oo
Siske's car-fare, .25
18. extra work, .40
extra work to girls, .68
chamois-skin, .90
20. canary-seed, .40
21. extra work, to Savage, 2.65





25. expenses to Whitinsville, Mass., 2 fares
back, 10.50
6 pounds candy, 1.20
27. telegraphing, .31
28. expenses to Concord, 2 fares back, 1.50
31. Driscoll's car-fare, .25
1878.
Jan. 2. telegraphing, .3*9
9. horse-baiting, car-fare to Goffstown, 1.25
10. telegraphing. .25
stamps, 2.00
11. shoeing horse, .75
12. expenses to Boston on Hodge business, 5.95
canary-seed, .25
14. extra work, 1.25





24. W. Boyd, for pork-barrel, 2.00
Kingsbury, car-fare, i.oo
25. Willoughby's car-fare, i.oo
Jan. 26. filing saw, .20
29. Springfield Republican, 2.00
31. 10 boys, for crops raised by them, 70.70










Apr. 21. Paid for canned fruit, $i-33
Doe's car-fare to Plymouth, 3.00
Mr. Rogers, for 39 pounds phosphate, .85
29. Willoughby, for potatoes, 2.00
SALARIES AND WAGES.
Paid superintendent, treasurer, and matron, $1,700.00
teacher, 275.00
book-keeper and teacher, 247.50
house-keeper, 218.50
overseer of sewing-room, 260.00
overseer of laundry, 242.00
overseer of boys' cook-room, 240.00





W^e are under continued obligation to the publishers of the
following-named papers, who have very kindly furnished them
to the school gratuitously :—
Dover Enquirer, Morning Star, Cheshire Republican, JVorthern
Sentinel, Granite State Free Press, New Hampshire Gazette,
Portsmouth journal, The Union Democrat, The People, New
Hampshire Patriot, and one hundred copies of the Day Spring,
Our thanks are tendered to Mrs. Sarah L Pickering, of Ports-
mouth, for kindly remembering our boys in sending two hun-
dred copies of "Our Dumb Animals."
Also, to Mrs. Dr. H. A. Coit, of St. Paul's School, Millville,
for frequent donations of interesting papers.
Also, to Mr, C. G. Gove, Hampton Falls, for a box of books.
The boys and girls are under obligation to H. H. Huse, Esq.,
for his gratuitous services in aiding them in their singing exer-
cises.
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Our sincere thanks are due to the clergymen of Manchester
and also to the members of the Y. M. C. A., who have regu-
larly conducted our religious services on the Sabbath.
We trust their labors and efforts may not be wholly lost, but
that the good seed sown may bring forth a hundred-fold.
To the New Hampshire Agricultural Society, in behalf of our
inmates, w^e tender thanks for their liberality and kindness in
passing them to their grounds during the fair last fall.
I feel it a pleasure as well as a duty to renew my thanks to
the teachers and officers connected with the school, for their
faithfulness and efforts for the advancement of those under their
care. If a degree of success has attended our labors the past
year, I most cheerfully attribute it to their earnest co-operation.
To the board of trustees:— Gentlemen: I have occupied
my position nearly four years ; during this time, you have aided
me by your counsel and support, and your expressions of confi-
dence have encouraged me in the difficulties that surround this
work, for which I tender you my sincere thanks.
That a kind Providence may continue to watch over and pro-
tect the interests of the institution is my fervent wish.
JOHN C. RAY, Superintendent.























Hon. GEORGE W. NESMITH, ll. d.
President of Faculty.
Rev. SAMUEL c/bARTLETT, d. d.
Professor of Natural Histori/.
Rev. henry GRLSWOLD JESUP, a. m.
Professor of Chemistry.
BENJAMIN THOMAS BLANPIED, a.m.
Professor of Mathematics and Civil Engineering.
CHARLES HOLMES PETTEE, c. e.
Fall term begins August 29. Candidates for admission
will present themselves for examination at Culver Hall
Wednesday afternoon at three o'clock.
TEUSTEES.
Hon. GEORGE W. NESMITH, Franklin, President.
Hon. FREDERICK SMYTH, Manchester, Treasurer,
Hon. JOSEPH KIDDER, Manchester, Secretary.
Rev. SAMUEL COLCORD BARTLETT, d. d., Hanover.
Hon. EDWARD SPALDING, m. d., Nashua.
His Excellency BENJAMIN F. PRESCOTT, Epping.
W. H. H. MASON, M. D., Moultonborough.
HIRAM HITCHCOCK, Esq., Hanover.
Hon. JOHN J. MORRILL, Gilford.
REPORT.
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives :
Gentlemen : In accordance with law and usage, the
trustees of the New-Hampshire college of agriculture and
mechanic arts herewith submit the twelfth annual report
of the institution placed under their special supervision
and direction.
FACULTY OF INSTRUCTION.
At the annual meeting of the trustees in 1877, some
important changes were made in the faculty of instruction.
Previous to that time, the professors and instructors from
the academical and scientific departments of Dartmouth
College were employed to hear the recitations in particular
branches of study and to give lectures upon the same, as
the needs of the classes in the agricultural college de-
manded. The instruction was paid for by the recitation,
and no one, perhaps, except Professor Dimond, was engaged
at a stipulated yearly salary. After the decease of the
latter gentleman. Professor Blanpied was placed tempo-
rarily in the same position. While this system furnished a
large corps of teachers, covering a wide range of studies,
yet the instructors were not specially identified with our
college, nor could they be held strictly accountable for the
standing of the students who were under their individual
tutelage and instruction for only a few hours in the week.
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The trustees were deeply impressed with the importance of
securing permanent professors in the agricultural depart-
ment, and reducing, to some extent, the cost of teaching.
With this view they appointed three professors, with fixed
salaries for the services required at their hands. And,
during the past year, the faculty of instruction consisted of
the following-named gentlemen : Benjamin T. Blanpied,
A. M., professor of chemistry ; Rev. Henry G. Jesup, a. m.,
professor of natural history ; and Charles H. Pettee, c. e.,
professor of mathematics ; assisted in special departments
by Rev. Daniel J. Noyes, d. d., Charles F. Emerson, a. m.,
Frank A. Sherman, b. s., and Clarence W. Scott, a. m. The
work committed to the hands of these gentlemen is believed
to have been faithfully, efficiently, and satisfactorily per-
formed ; and the students have made such progress in their
studies as to afford personal gratification to the friends of
the institution and to assure the public of its future suc-
cess and usefulness.
PRESIDENT OF THE FACULTY OF INSTRUCTION.
From the day that Rev. Samuel Colcord Bartlett, D. D.,
assumed the presidency of Dartmouth college, and became
identified with the educational interests not only of New
Hampshire, but of New England, through one of the oldest
and most popular institutions of the country, he manifested
a deep solicitude in the welfare of the college of agricult-
tire. Like his immediate predecessor, Dr. Asa D. Smith,
whose heart, day by day, as long as he lived, warmed
towards the profession of farming and the great industrial
classes of the state. Dr. Bartlett at once saw a wide field
of usefulness and of honor opened to the young farmers
and mechanics of New Hampshire through its agricultural
college. Becoming a member of the board of trustees, he
saw, with a keen eye, the needs of the institution, and
suggested various plans for elevating its work, raising its
standard of education, and graduating its students with the
same honor and distinction with which graduates from older
and more pretentious institutions leave their alma mater for
the more active and responsible duties of life. Gifted with
an unusually clear perception of the motives of human
action, familiar with the phases of human nature as daily
developed in the mind and conduct of the young student,
firm in his decisions, yet flexible enough to be courteous
and humane, it was the unanimous wish of the professors
that Dr. Bartlett should be appointed president of the
faculty of instruction. As this would in no wise interfere
with the duties and functions of the president of the board,
who resides at Franklin, the trustees cheerfully granted
the request in the full conviction that the wise counsel of
Dr. Bartlett would do much towards promoting the popu-
larity and usefulness of the agricultural college. The trust-
ees anticipate good results from this arrangement, and
•believe it will meet the cordial approbation of the legisla-
ture and the public generally. With Dr. Bartlett at the
head, friendly relations will ever be maintained between
the several departments at Dartmouth, and the government
and discipline will be of such a character as to command
compliance with wholesome regulations and secure the
utmost respect of all the friends of a higher standard of
education.
STUDENTS, ETC.
A successful college, like well-developed character, is the
growth of years. It is a rare occurrence that a college at
once leaps into popular favor and a self-sustaining patron-
age. Unforeseen obstacles present themselves, and these
must be removed or overcome. Agricultural colleges, in
this country, are still in their experimental age. They
have not outlived the prejudices against them. Many peo-
ple still cherish the idea that the toiling millions can have
nothing in common with the educated classes. To work
with the hands for an honest livelihood, in their belief, pre-
supposes an uneducated brain and the absence of mental cul-
ture ; and the man who plows the soil or tends the loom has
no use for science or the capacity for the joys of knowledge.
His profession only fits him to plod the hard-beaten paths
of ignorance, with his eyes to the earth rather than towards
the sun. But these degrading notions will not always bear
sway in the world. Men shall yet be esteemed for what
they are actually worth to the world, and not according to
the trade or profession to which they belong. And farmers
and mechanics shall yet crowd their way to institutions of
development, not so much for admission to the educated
classes as to dignify and ennoble the honest calling in
which they propose to spend their lives.
As yet, the young men of New Hampshire— the farmers
and mechanics— do not fully appreciate the character and
purposes of the agricultural college. And hence the appli-
cations for admission have been limited and the number
of graduates unwarrantably small. The number of stu-
dents on the printed catalogue last year was but ten, in
place of more than twice that number for the previous year.
The graduating class contained but three. But these young
men, having completed their full course of study and passed
a creditable examination, received the degree of Bachelor
of Science, by vote of the trustees, on the recommendation
of the faculty. Their names are as follows : Ezra Eastman
Adams, of Manchester, N. H. ; Charles Edward Record, of
Fitchburg, Mass. ; and Elmer Kilburn, of Marlow, N. H.
The papers prepared for the purpose and read before the
trustees, as is the custom with the graduating class, gave
unmistakable evidence of familiarity with the subjects dis-
cussed and were highly creditable to the research and dili-
gence of those who prepared them.
EXAMINATION.
The examining committee for last year consisted of
"William L. Barnes and Thomas W. Praddex, Esqs., of
Hanover, and Noah W. Hardy, Esq., of Nelson. These
gentlemen faithfully performed the duties assigned them
;
and their report, containing their views in regard to the
college and its importance to the farmers and business men
of the state, will be found in the appendix, to which atten-
tion is directed. Their report contains some excellent sug-
gestions, which should have weight with farmers who have
sons to be educated for responsible positions in society.
IMPROVEMENTS, DEBTS LIQUIDATED, ETC.
During the past year, tlie trustees have made some im-
provements, or reforms, in some of the departments of our
agricultural college, which, we trust, will commend them-
selves to the public, and render our institution more useful
and attractive to all interested in its prosperity and welfare.
In the first place, at the commencement of the year, we
found ourselves embarrassed by a debt amounting to more
than seven thousand dollars, and without any money in the
treasury to meet the wants of our creditors ; and our farm
superintendent also in want of adequate teams and imple-
ments of husbandry fit and proper for carrying on our farm.
This debt had existed for some years, and part of it had
been created by the erection and furnishing of our various
buildings ; another portion of it was a balance for instruc-
tion, boarding-house, labor, etc. The fundamental law of
congress, of July, 1862, donating lands for the establish-
ment of agricultural colleges, expressly requires that the
income derived from said lands should be rigidly set
apart for instruction and nothing else. Thus limited in
our means, the trustees thought proper to apply to the
legislature for relief. By their bounty and the retrench,
ment of some expenses, we have been enabled to meet our
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ordinary expenditures and to discharge more than one-
third of our indebtedness, besides permantly repairing the
roof of Culver Hall, and furnishing Mr. Sanborn the means
of carrying on his farm and paying his salary. Prospect-
tively we hope to l)e able to discharge the whole of our debt
in the course of the next two years.
For a statement of our income and expenditures during
the past year, as furnished by our treasurer, we refer you to
his I'eport, which will be found in the appendix.
We would also remark that the accounts of the treasurer
and his agents have been duly audited and found correct.
CHANGES IN THE COURSE OF STUDY.
Again, objection had been made to the course of studies
usually adopted at our institution, that too much abstract
science was taught at the expense of matters more imme-
diately connected with agriculture. The trustees and the
faculty of the college have revised their former curriculum
of studies, and now present it, as amended, together with
some other changes, in the circular which makes a part of
our report. Some of the changes made will commend
themselves to the public as ol)vious improvements upon the
former system.
1. We enlarge the length of study in each of the three
years to thirty-eight weeks, instead of twenty-eight weeks,
as heretofore adopted. Many of the students who have
hitherto graduated here have expressed a desire in favor of
a longer course of study. The proposed change will con-
form to the academic and scientific departments of our
college, so far as relates to the time of graduation and the
vacations as now enjoyed. Another change is in the lan-
guage of the degree to be hereafter conferred upon the
graduates. It is to be that of Bachelor of Ag-ricultural
Science instead of Bachelor of Science, the language of
the degree being in conformity to the charter or character
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of the institution conferring it. The still more important
improvement, or change, suggested consists in giving more
prominence to those practical branches of science which
are intimately related to agriculture and the mechanic arts.
"We recommend a course of studies as one well calculated
to develop and disci}»line the mental powers of the student.
He must be taught to think accurately, if possible.
2. The students of our college, in order to comply with
the reasonable terms of the act of congress of July, 1862,
which furnishes the fundamental law of our existence as a
college, should enjoy the means of obtaining a knowledge
of those sciences or that kind of learning that shall be of
daily practical use to him in his profession as a farmer or
as a mechanic or other industrial calling.
3. The student, also, is presumed to learn the best or
most skillful mode of applying his knowledge, or the truths
of science, by labor and various experiments, in the actual
practice of agriculture or in the other mechanical and
industrial pursuits of life, so as to profit most thereljy.
THE OBJECT OF THE COLLEGE.
The leading intent of the act of congress aforesaid, and
that of our state legislature, and of our benevolent donors,
Culver and Conant, most unquestionably was to give better
opportunities to the industrial classes of our citizens of ob-
taining that practical knowledge in their several professions
which would tend to elevate them in life and advance their
pecuniary interests.
In advocating the bill, while pending in the senate of the
United States, Senator Harlan said, among other things :
" Our strong desire is, that the intellect of the man who
labors and sweats for his own bread should be more highly
endoived, in order that this class of our citizens may become




To carry into effect the laudable purposes contemplated
by the act of congress, our state had a donation of land,
from the sale of which we realized the sum of $80,000,
which is invested in the bonds of this state, the interest of
which sum is expressly set apart for instruction in a col-
lege, when created by authority of our state. In further-
ance of the same general object, we have the generous con-
tributions of the state to an amount exceeding $40,000 ;
and from the Culver fund, by Dartmouth College, $25,000
more ; and, last, though not least, the liberal legacy and
other donations of John Conant, Esq., of Jaffrey, amounting
to more than $70,000.
The three latter sums being invested in scholarships,
land, buildings, furniture, etc., all, when combined, consti-
tuting the funds, or endowment, of our agricultural college,
our present facilities or pecuniary means have come to us
gradually, at different times, and were not fully enjoyed
until the year past. But, from the commencement of our
organization, it has been the design of the board of trust-
ees to provide ample - instruction in all departments of
learning usually taught at similar institutions. Up to the
last year, the laborious Professor Dimond had not only the
paternal care of the late President Smith to aid him, as
president of the college, but he enjoyed also the benefit of
his special instruction in some of the most important studies
of the college. We also have had occasion to employ
frequently the talents and learning of some of the profes-
sors, both in the academic and scientific departments of
Dartmouth College, and probably shall continue so to do.
We have now three competent professors employed in
the agricultural departments. The proposed new course of
studies will necessarily require an additional force of
instructors, whenever the public patronage of our college
shall require the performance of this duty from the trustees.
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FITTING FOR BUSINESS.
It will be seen that we do not require the study of the
ancient or modern languages in our three years' course.
If a student is disposed to plant himself in our western
states, a knowledge of the French and German languages
becomes important and desirable. If an enterprising, am-
bitious student should aspire to become a teacher, especially
in chemistry, botany, zoology, and entomology, a knowl-
edge of the Latin language becomes indispensable to him,
because the name of everything in our language belonging
to the animal and vegetable kingdoms and the piscatory and
insect tribes, has its corresponding term or meaning, gen-
erally closely annexed, expressed in the Latin language.
The teacher who would undertake to deal with the Latin
definitions without some knowledge of the language would
be likely to find himself in an awkward position, especially
when standing before an intelligent audience.
In some of the western states, a longer term than three
years is prescribed for a complete course in their agricul-
tural institutions. The students are received with less pre-
vious preparation. Here, in our Yankee land, where the
earnest desire of our young men is to be early placed in a
position to accumulate property and to find a resting-place
for life, we cannot allot more than three years of time to fit
and prepare them for good and useful farmers or mechanics.
We propose to furnish to our towns good and well-qualified
surveyors of land ; expert accountants, who can understand
book-keeping, and keep square and honest accounts for them-
selves and others ; model teachers, whose services will be
sought by others less informed. We are glad to know that
some of the capital and labor which have been hei*etofore
diverted from agriculture is now being returned ; and many
who have suffered loss in trade and manufactures are now
seeking investments in lands. Many large capitalists in this
country are now also establishing homes for their declining
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years, and are seeking out the capable and trusty men who
can take the management of their gardens and farms. Such
men are willing to compensate generously him who is a
deserving and intelligent agent or steward.
As we advance in years, more inquiry will be made for
this class of men,— men wdio know what are the best imple-
ments of husbandry ; who can look over a farm, and deter-
mine accurately the best and most approved modes of
cultivation : who know how to manufacture and apply the
best manures or fertilizers ; who can demonstrate with
certainty whether the fertilizer offered in market is of any
actual value, or otherwise ; who can judge, as to the crop
or seed, which is the most appropriate to the different soils
of his farm, so as to produce the most profitable results ;
who can labor themselves, and manage the lal)or of others
judiciously ; who can select the live stock with judgment
and feed them economically ; who can take care of the
produce of the farm seasonably, and fight the noxious
insects skillfully and with much perseverance ; who can
keep the whole farm, the buildings, and the farming imple-
ments in good and perfect order ; who can give sound rea-
sons for adopting good measures or for avoiding the bad ;
and, finally, can render a faithful account of their steward-
ship to their employers. Be assured, this kind of farmer or
agent w^ill command a high price in our American market.
And we are of the opinion we can qualify such stewards
at our agricultural college. It has been often demonstrated
that good farming will pay. And it has been also demon-
strated that it will pay to learn the profession of a good
farmer and to go where this profession can be learned.
OBJECTIONS ANSWERED.
Against objections to the locality of our agricultural col-
lege, we enumerate some of the advantages or attractions
now presented there.
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First, the students of the agricultural college have ac-
cess there to extensive libraries not found any where else
in this state ; then, also, to various lecture-rooms, which
may both j)rofit and anmse. They have, also, the use of
apparatus and lal>oratories for illustrating by experiments
the various branches of studies there taught, not found else-
where in our state. The Conant hall presents good rooms.
The farm, also, has its advantages. The superintendent
will furnish, in his report, some useful experiments and
facts important for the student and farmer to know and
understand. These will be repeated, at various times,
and will serve to illustrate various subjects that are inter-
esting to the farmer. Our farm is well adapted to the
growth of grass, some grains, vegetables, and live stock.
In wet seasons, not profitable for the growth of the potato©
or corn, as clay preponderates in the soil. The students
can have frequent opportunity to consult Mr. Sanborn, or
can have opportunity to test their experiments upon our
farm in their own ways, under the consent or care of the
superintendent.
If the student of our college be indigent, by authority of
the Conant will, he has his tuition gratis ; also, if able and
willing to labor, he has the privilege of receiving, as com-
pensation, fifteen cents for each hour's labor on the farm.
Arrangements have been made to board our students at
our boarding-house, at a cheaper rate than has been hereto-
fore charged, not exceeding tlie rate suggested in our circu-
lar letter. The public press has announced as fact that the
students in our department are not kindly treated by the
students in the other departments. We have never known
of but one instance where improper language has been used
towards a student in this college. We can state positively
that uniform courtesy and harmony prevail between the




More than one hundred years ago, Sir Arthur Young, in
England, drew the attention of the English people to the
improvement of their agriculture, and the diffusion of a
wider and more thorough system of education among the
people than then existed. He wrote much, lectured often,
and success marked his course and efforts. Public opinion
became enlightened, and roused to the necessity of investing
more capital, and gathering together the scientific and
learned men into societies to promote the objects of this
important interest ; and even George III. purchased a farm
at Kew, and placed his two sons thereon, under the care
and superintendence of Sir Arthur Young. So says Croly.
It was not possible to make good farmers or good kings
out of such stock. Nevertheless, Great Britain is much
indebted to Sir Arthur Young for breathing the breath of
life into the science and practice of agriculture in that
country. Thus far, our agricultural colleges in New En-
gland have not received (with the exception of Maine) that
patronage and encouragement which, we think, they have
deserved. We refer, especially, to the reluctance mani-
fested by our farmers and mechanics, and their friends, to
send their sons to these institutions. We trust we have
obviated some of the objections which have, hitherto, been
alleged against our college.
So far as John Conant's endowment is concerned, we do
not see what right we have to change the location of the
college, even if the state and trustees should contemplate
such a project. Before Mr. Conant invested his money in
land or buildings or scholarships, he spent three days at
Hanover, looking over the ground and investigating the
wants of this college. The investment was his own delib-
erate act, which, we think, we have no power to change
without incurring the danger of forfeiture of the whole




111 the mean time, the trustees have endeavored, thus far,
to manage the funds and other property and all the inter-
ests of this institution in the manner which they supposed
would conform to their charter and best promote its suc-
cess. It is for the people of this state to determine its
future destiny, and, as we trust, to advance its prosperity.
All which is respectfully sulnnitted.




NEW HAMPSHIRE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.
COURSE OF STUDY.
The object of this institution is to give a high, •well-
rounded, but purely English, education, comprising, also,
whatever can be taught in a school that shall bear, directly
or indirectly upon agriculture.
The course of study, which has been much improved, will
include most of the English portion of a regular college
course, together with such additional studies as meet the
necessities of the intelligent farmer.
For the present, it will occupy three full years of thirty-
eight weeks each. Those completing the regular course
and passing a satisfactory examination, will be entitled to
the degree of Bachelor of Agricultural Science.
The intention is to fulfill the functions, not of an academy
or high school, but of a college of agriculture, and to place
the agriculturist who desires it on the same plane with well-
educated men in other walks of life.
The facilities of the institution are such as will enable it,
in a most thorough manner, to carry out the course of study
contemplated. In addition to the instructors directly con-
nected with the college, the students have tlie benefit of
the lectures and instruction given by professors of Dart-
mouth College, on topics pertaining to their course. They
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also have access to extensive libraries and museums of
natural history, while excellent chemical and philosophical
apparatus offer special inducements in these departments.
The course of study comprises :—





physiology ; comparative anatomy ;
free-drawing ; book-keeping ; algebra ; geometry ; and trig-
onometry.
Second Year.—English language ; English literature ;
rhetoric ; botany ; zoology ; entomology, insects injurious to
vegetation ; chemistry, general and agricultural, qualitative
analysis ; surveying ; mechanics ; natural philosophy.
Third Year.—Logic ; constitutional law ; intellectual and
moral philosophy ; evidences of Christianity ; political econ-
omy
;
general geometry, optional with chemistry
;
quantita-
tive analyses of soils, fertilizers, and articles of commerce
;
geology ; mineralogy ; astronomy ; workshop appliances ;
meteorology ; mechanical drawing ; construction of roads
and bridges.
Lectures, during the course, on veterinary science, stock
breeding and raising, drainage, irrigation, landscape gar-
dening, horticulture, forestry, fertilizers, and general farm-
ing.
The first term begins August 29. Candidates for admis-
sion must present testimonials of good moral character, and
must pass a satisfactory examination in arithmetic, algebra
to quadratics, English grammar, geography, United-States
history, and orthography.
Tuition is thirty dollars a year, payable in advance.
Thirty-four scholarships, twelve for the state and twenty-
two for Cheshire county, will furnish the tuition for an
equal number of students. Arrangements are contem-
plated by which board may be obtained at a greatly reduced
price.
With these advantages, necessary expenses, exclusive of
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clothing, need not exceed one hundred and fifty dollars a
year, and, with economy, this sum may be reduced to one
hundred and twenty dollars. Monitorships, janitorships,
work on the farm, etc., furnish additional assistance to a
limited extent.
For further information, address the president, or Pro-
fessor B. T. Blanpied, Hanover, N. H.

EEPOET OF THE EXAMINING COMMITTEE.
1^0 the Trustees of the Neiu Hampshire College of Agri-
culture and Mechanic Arts : —
The undersigned committee, appointed to attend the
examination of the several classes in the New-Hampshire
college of agriculture and the mechanic arts, at the close of
the year 1877-8, having attended to the duties assigned
them, respectfully report : —
The whole number of students at present in the institution
is ten ; there being in the junior class, one ; in the middle, six
;
and in the senior, three. Your committee were pleased to
learn of the cheering prospect for a great increase in the
number of students for the coming year. Although, in the
past, the numbers have been far too small for the capacity
of the institution and for the best interests of the agricult-
ural and mechanical classes, yet your committee feel justi-
fied in the assertion, that, when the people are brought to
see the value of the institution, then will your halls and
recitation-rooms be filled to to their utmost capacity. Your
committee, having attended examinations in the different
classes, do not deem it necessary to make especial mention
of any ; all acquitted themselves with credit. Most of
these students enter the institution directly from the com-
mon school, and it is not reasonable to expect of them as
great proficiency in general knowledge as of those who
liave spent three times as many years in study. But the
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examination showed that they had laid the basis broad and
strong for a useful, practical life, whatever calling they
may adopt. The course of study seems admirably adapted
to the wants of that class for which the college was
especially instituted ; and the method of instruction prac-
ticed by the able corps of professors tends to make the
student a self-reliant and independent thinker,—a positive
rather than a negative quantity in society. Although a
great number of students would be very desirable, yet it is
not by numbers alone that the success of this comparatively
new experiment in this country is to be established. But
the works of those who here receive instruction, and the
influence they shall exert in their respective communities,
will surely tell. It is generally known, that, by many,
" book farming " is looked upon with distrust ; and the
idea of a boy's going to college to learn how to farm seems
absurd to them. To correct this error, the friends of this
institution, and all who have the best interests of the agri-
cultural and mechanical classes at heart, have a great work
to do to disarm the public of this prejudice, and should
patiently and perseveringly labor in all judicious ways to
accomplish this end.
Although general knowledge is desirable, yet, if a man is
to follow one calling or profession, should he not be espe-
cially educated in all branches bearing most closely upon that
one, in order that he may take a high stand in his chosen
occupation ? It is just the same in farming as in any of the
other branches of labor ; wherever we find the best informed,
the best educated, other things being equal, there we find
the most successful husbandman.
Your committee visited the farm, which is under the
management of J. W. Sanborn, Esq. "We were much
pleased with it. Its possible productive capacity is evi-
dently very high. The crops of the past season, as will be
seen by Mr. Sanborn's report, are quite above the average.
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A careful examination of the stock, tools, and farm im-
provements in progress, with an inquiry into the details of
farm experiments, abundantly satisfied us that a good work
was being accomplished, that the right man was in the
right place, and that a large work was being done with the
very limited means at command.
We noticed a very fine pair of black farm-work horses
;
some likely thorough-bred Chester-White hogs ; a flock of
thirty thorough-bred and grade Cotswold sheep, containing
some very promising animals. The stock of the farm was
superior ; four pairs of three-year-old steers, in symmetry,
form, and size, would be very difficult to match.
The incompleteness of the new barn, the arrangement
and location of the old buildings, particularly the old
house, we found to be very unfavorable to economy of labor.
We are pleased to learn, that the trustees, as soon as seems
judicious to tliem, propose to apply the late appropriation
of the legislature to remedy these defects, particularly to
the construction of a new farm-house, suitable to a farm of
this character, and we hope they will not delay this much-
needed improvement.
It gave us particular pleasure to notice, that the farm is
being run, as far as means will permit, as an experimental
station. The experiments tried and in progress, in the
dairy, in feeding, breeding, and fertilization, relate mainly
to those departments of farm industry whose economic and
intelligent management lies at the root of prosperous hus-
bandry, which, we think, will be of inestimable value to the
farmers of the state, and, in time, amply repay them for all
the appropriations that have been made for this farm.
A few may desire that the farm should be run for profit.
Agriculture needs no evidence that farming pays. Again,
a model farm is wanted. It can but show ends accom-
plished^—not methods.
Farmers desire to know the best means to a given end ;
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they desire facts to take the place of guess and of theory ;
they want a farm that, in its province, shall gather needed
facts upon which, under like circumstances, they may work
with certainty ; upon which, also, in conjunction with the
work of like institutions, the science of agriculture may be
developed.
While we notice with pleasure the evidence of good man-
agement and the favorable balance-sheet, yet of more
interest to the producer and consumer is the experimental
work. Facts go abroad and teach ; a model farm is sta-





To the President and Trustees of the New Hampshire
College of Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts :—
Your treasurer respectfully submits his eleventh annual
report for the year ending April 1, 1878.
He charges himself as follows : —
Balance in treasury, April 1, 1877, 80.38
Income from Conant fund, 1,549.00








I hereby certify that I have carefully examined the fore-
going account of Frederick Smyth, treasurer of the New-
Hampshire college of agriculture and the mechanic arts,
and find the same correct and supported by the proper
Youchers.
JOSEPH KIDDER, Auditor.
Manchester, April 15, 1878.
FARM SUPERmXENDENT'S REPORT.
To the Trustees of the Neiv Hampsire College of Agricul-
ture and the Mechanic Arts : —
I herewith submit my annual report, ending April 1,
1878.
THE CROPS OF THE PAST SEASON
Have been, as a whole, very satisfactory. Nine acres
were devoted to oats, from which there was harvested
650 bushels of very nice ones.
CORN.
Seven and one-half acres of land that had not been
ploughed since it came into possession of the college was
broken for corn. It was fertilized with twenty ox-loads of
manure to the acre, and broadcasted with eight dollars' worth
of chemicals per acre. The materials used were dried blood,
sulphate of potash, and dissolved bone-black. The corn came
along very slowly in the spring ; the heavy and frequent rains
washed the surface soil and fertilizers between the rows to
a large extent into the ravines into which the field is
divided. In the latter part of the season the corn grew
nicely, and we harvested 1,050 bushels of ears of corn.
POTATO CROP.
The undrained clay soil of this farm seems to be unfa-
vorable to the development of the potato crop. Three and
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one-half acres were devoted to this crop. The harvest was
unsatisfactory, the proportion of small potatoes being quite
large.
FODDER CROPS.
One and one-half acres were devoted to fodder oats, and
one-half acre to fodder corn. Both crops yielded well. As
this farm is especially adapted to the growth of the grass
crop, I am quite doubtful whether it would be profitable to
grow crops of this character here for food. Nearly as
many pounds of dry matter can be grown per acre on the
farm in the grass crop as in any of our fodder crops, and it
will furnish more nutrition at less cost.
Experiments last fall, in feeding fodder corn and rowen
to cows for milk, did not afford much encouragement for
extensive growth of fodder corn on this farm.
THE GRASS CROP.
Although dry in the early season, the succeeding rains
developed a heavy second crop. Fifty-two acres were mown
at the first harvest, and, by estimation, yielded 70 tons of
hay. The second harvest gave 30 tons of rowen. We
think this is not very far from correct, as 51 cattle, 37
sheep, and 4 horses have been wintered, and 12 tons of hay
have been sold. There is as much hay in the barn as last
season at this time.
THE STOCK.
The stock has been increased both in character and num-
bers. It now numbers 51 head, including 12 thorough-
breds, three of which have been presented during the year,
—a thorough-bred Ayrshire bull calf by C. H. Hayes, of
Portsmouth, and a Jersey bull (one year old) and cow
by Hiram Hitchcock, Esq., of Hanover. Although valuable
animals, they have been included in my invoice of stock at
the price of ordinary ones. But few bulls in New England
can be found superior to the Jersey given by Mr. Hitchcock.
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Although the hay was somewhat damaged by the frequent
rains of last season, being cut early, the stock have grown
very satisfactorily during the winter, as shown by frequent
weighings, thrifty steers growing from one to two pounds
daily on hay alone, depending upon the weather and the
hay fed.
SHEEP.
The sheep now number thirty head of Cotswold and grade
Cotswold. The flock suffered badly from the ravages of
dogs, and we lost some of our best sheep in consequence.
The clip of wool last spring was nearly nine pounds each.
HOGS.
The hogs number ten thorough-breds of the Chester-
White variety.
HORSES.
During the year, there has been purchased a pair of
black horses that are proving superior for their purpose.
They weigh 2,300 pounds.
FARM IMPROVEMENTS
Have consisted in the purchase of several improved imple-
ments for culture, in the purchase of a wagon and har-
nesses, in the removing of two old barns and a shed, in
grading on the site of the same, in clearing up and seeding
of pasture-land, in the building of fences, and a large
outlay upon the barn in changing and arranging for the
construction of additional stalls for stock.
PASTURING.
The keeping of thorough-bred stock or cows necessitates
pasturage near home or soiling. Either more pasturing
will have to be cleared up on the lot owned by the college,
or some purchased, or soiling adopted, if butter is to be
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made, stock raised, or thorough-breds kept in excess of the
present amounts.
FARM EXPERIMENTS.
Much time and some money have been devoted to farm
experiments ; of necessity devoting my attention mostly to
that work that required more of time than money. As they
have progressed, they have been published in the Bulletin
issued by the state board of agriculture. Many copies of
experimental work here have been struck off by the same
organization for circulation, and will obtain a wider circula-
tion than in this report. A copy of it will accompany this re-
port to your body. While the report then made, by request
thus early, does not come down quite as late as this report,
yet all inferences that might be drawn from it have been
sustained since. Some additional work has since been
begun. It is proposed to enlarge experimental work if it
meets your approval.
FINANCES.
It will be seen, by reference to the accompanying report,
that the assets of the farm are now equal to its liabilities,
the debt of last year, made in the purchase of stock and
tools, being liquidated. In considering the net income, it
will be remembered, that much time and expense, necessary
to the situation, are incurred that are unnecessary to a private
farm ; that labor and board comljined are twenty-five per





Experimental work, to become authority in practice, re-
quires, among other elements, that of time ; and those
commenced should be pursued with careful accuracy. Costly
inquiry into abstruse and theoretical questions in the sci-
ence of agriculture has not been undertaken, as means are
not afforded. Matters that have relation to daily practice
in farming have been and are being investigated, both in
relation to the culture of plants and the feeding of ani-
mals.
The success of experimental stations in Europe, and the
great good they have accomplished in the facts that have
been diffused among the farmers by them, have induced a
very general and increasing belief, that some such work in
New England, where the farmer has so much to contend
with, would result in better methods, and that facts which
have been fairly and clearly arrived at would now, under
similar circumstances or conditions, be gladly accepted.
With this belief, we have experimented in those depart-
ments in which facilities were at liand.
EFFECTS OF TEMPERATURE.
As an economic question to the farmer, the relation of
temperature to animal production and consumption is being
investigated. A steady and prolonged period of cold
weather would undoubtedly have an effect in regard to the
3
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•amoimt of food consumed ; but, after long weighing daily,
-sve cannot find, that the fluctuations of temperature for
:short periods of time, in winter, change materially the
amount of food consumed. A change in production is seen
•quickly.
Jan. 18 to 28,—yield of milk, 880 pounds ; temperature,
1° above the freezing point.
Jan. 29 to Feb. 7,—yield, 800 pounds ; temperature, 10°
l)elow the freezing point ; loss, 10 per cent.
We will not as yet give any figures on the effect of tem-
perature on beef production. It will be noticed, that the
number of degrees of change, other things being equal,
determine the change in production ; but this is very greatly
modified by the length of the period of heat or cold follow-
ing a change of weather. We hope to obtain an approxi-
mation of the relation of the two to the modification of
production. These figures are given to show that there is
a profit in warm barns. Our barn is in part lined with
heavy paper, and clapboarded.
Farmers with open barns can make their own deduc-
tions, and figure out the profit of investment in arrange-
ments for warm stables.
RELATIVE VALUE OF FOOD.
Thus far, in moderate quantities, in cold weather, corn
meal has compared very favorably for milk production with
other foods given, being excelled only by middlings.
Experiments at present in progress appear to be adverse
to bran as food for the milk-and-butter cow or for milk
alone, as before,
SETTING MILK.
The " close or covered system of setting milk" is a wide
departure from old principles and practices. This and the
*' deep settings " have been tested together.
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In practice, the butter sells as readily, and, I think, is
preferred by my customers to that made from open pans.
If there is a volatile oil (giving rise to animal odors) retained
by the covered milk by this system, as many claim there
will be, it does not, in practice, affect its quality, unless it
is in the keeping. I cannot speak from experience on that
point.
Among its advantages, I may name saving of labor, ex-
clusion of atmospheric impurities, retention of the volatile
flavoring oils of milk, sweet milk for calves, economy in
winter, and uniformity in product. The one great disad-
vantage is cost of ice in summer. "We have used thirty-five
pounds daily, costing a little over fourteen cents, and have
made about five pounds of butter daily. Cost of ice per
pound of butter, in round numbers, three cents. As our
ice has cost nearly three times as much as it ordinarily
would for farmers to gather their own, it would seem that
it could be afforded, if it aided in making a higher grade of
butter in hot weather. Eight months of the year it would
not be required. Deep setting would evidently have a de-
cided advantage over shallow setting for winter. We use
Hardin's closets, where the milk nearly freezes in the cold-
est of weather.
Low temperature being absolutely essential for deep set-
ting, the weather of winter is favorable, while a high tem-
perature is desira])le for shallow setting, and is obtained
only at much cost, in winter.
Our cans are eight inches in diameter and twenty inches
deep. We give a few results : —
Dec. 17. Milk froze solid ; 196| quarts gave 17| pounds
butter, or 11.3 quarts to one pound of butter
;
pans used.
Dec. 26. Temperature, from 30° to 40° ; 233| quarts of
milk gave 19|- pounds of butter, or 11.7 quarts of milk
made one pound of butter
;
pans.
Jan. 2. 118J- quarts gave 10|- pounds of butter, or 11.2
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quarts to one pound of butter ; temperature, from 45° to 60° ;
deep cans.
April 11. 112 quarts in deep cans, Avitliout ice, gave 8l|
pounds butter.
April 11. 112 quarts in pans gave 8^^^ pounds butter j
temperature of both, same, or from 40° to 55°.
In the above experiment, April 11, milk mixed and di-
vided by measure, as were the following two : —
June 11. 104|- quarts milk, by deep cans (iced), gave
llJg pounds butter.
June 11. 104^ quarts milk, by pans, gave 11^'^ pounds
butter ; temperature of cans, 49° ; pans, 60° to 70°.
July 17. 102 quarts, by deep cans, gave 9-^q pounds,
butter.
July 17. 102 quarts, by pans, gave 91 1- pounds butter;
temperature of cans, 49°
;
pans, 60° to 70°,
July 20. Set seventy-five quarts by each method, and,
wishing for exact work, I divided the milk of each can by
the scales, noticing, that, on April 11, the deep setting had
given the best result, and subsequently it had not. Believ-
ing in the reign of law, I determined to get a lower tem-
perature for the deep cans, and so mixed salt with the ice,
and carried the temperature down to from 42° to 45°, and
from 78 quarts (deep cans) got 1\^ pounds butter ; from 78
quarts, by pans, got 6i| pounds of butter ; temperature, by
pans, 65° to 80°. The increased elevation of temperature
of milic in pans decreased the amount of butter, and the
lower temperature of milk in the deep cans gave an increased
amount of butter per quart of milk.
February, 1878. 82 quarts were set by deep cans ; tem-
perature, from 32° to 40° ; butter, 5-j^g pounds.
February, 1878. 82 quarts were set by pans ; tempera-
ture, 50° to 62° ; butter, 5-^^ pounds. Low butter yield due
to bran and special causes in experiment.
The influence of temperature will be noticed on the result
under different depths of setting.
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At a uniform depth of setting, nnder changing tempera-
tures, we obtain very marked differences of product.
Thus, in our per-cent giass, about eight inches deep, we
get the following results from milk of same cow, using two
















Cream (per cent). .
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and age. The relation of breed to amount of food con-
sumed is now under investigation.
Twelve cows—9 in milk, 3 forward with calf—consumed,
in 14 days, 3,590 pounds hay, 350 pounds meal, and 266
pounds of bran ; weight of stock, 11,960 pounds ; per cent
of live weight consumed daily, 2.63
;
gain of stock, 137
pounds. The grain was estimated in its equivalent of hay,
and added to it.
Two calves : weight, 598 pounds ; age, 4 months ; fed hay"
alone ; time, 45 days ; fed, 917 pounds
;
per cent of live
weight daily, 3.5 pounds ; hay to make 1 pound of growth,
7.7 pounds.
Six calves : fed, 21 days, 1,340 pounds hay
;
gain, 111
pounds ; to make 1 pound growth, 12 pounds hay ; age of
calves, 8 months
;
per cent of live weight daily, 2.8.
Fed three two-year-old steers 82 days ; consumed 5,065
pounds
;




Thus they gained about -|^ pound each daily on less food
than the Germans have found necessary to maintain exist-
ence without gain or loss. Is the quality of our hay better
than theirs ? or is our stock better calculated to appropriate
to growth the food consumed ?
The food given these steers was coarse herd's-grass, and
not relished. By mixing fine hay with it, they would con-
sume 10 pounds more per day, and make a very much more
rapid growth. This last 10 pounds thus consumed made
much more growth than the first 60 pounds given.
Two three-year-old steers consumed, in 30 days, 1,636
pounds of hay
;
per cent of daily consumption, 2.2 of live
weight ; amount of hay to make 1 pound growth, 17.4 pounds
;
gain of steers, 94 pounds, or 1.56 pounds each daily.
By consuming ^^ of 1 per cent, or 3 pounds of hay more
per day for every 1,000 pounds of animal weight, these three-
year-old steers have gained per day more than three times
as much as the two-year-old steers, the two-year-old steers.
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being larger per cent and more thrifty of their age. The
small calves have eaten 3.5 per cent of live weight daily, and
the three-year-old steers only 2.2 per cent daily ; and the
calves have made 1 pound of growth for 7.7 pounds of hay,
and the three-year-old steers have required 17.4 pounds to
make 1 pound of growth. Then it is large consumption that
means rapid and cheap growth.
On pigs and cattle both, I find, that young animals con-
sume, in proportion to weight, more than old ones, and
grow faster. As an animal increases in age or size, the
more food is required to make 1 pound of growth.
For the winter of 1877-8, I find our two-year-old steers
are consuming 2.5 per cent of live weight daily, and are
gaining 1| pounds daily on the feed, being hay that was
damaged by rain.
Our year-old steers are consuming, thus far, 2.75 per cent
daily of their live weight.
It required 12 pounds of hay, very nearly, for our calves
and three-year-old steers, fed together,—and they will repre-
sent the average age of young stock kept in New Hampshire,
—to make 1 pound of growth. At 812 per ton, 1 pound of
winter growth, under favorable circumstances, would cost
7.2 cents.
Now consider the cost of summer growth.
Six steers, sold in July, had gained 120 pounds each ; cost
per pound, 1.6 cents.
Six steers, sold in October, had gained 220 pounds each
;
cost per pound, 1.3 cents.
Winter growth only pays in connection with summer
growth. The policy of fattening stock in winter is usually
a bad one, and one that belongs to the past. To sell grow-
ing stock in the spring is also poor policy.
FIELD EXPERIMENTS.
Field experiments have been carried on in the method of
using seed potatoes, curing of corn, application of manures,
40
and other processes, which will require several seasons for
completion.
One experiment on a potato-field ^Yill be given. It will
show no marked result in total yield, being a very poor soil
for potatoes, as will be seen from the fiothing- plat, which
gave but twenty-five bushels of potatoes per acre on one
end of the piece, and only about twice as much on the other.
Most of the plats were 2x2|- rods, the nothing plats being
only one half as wide ; but the result will be given in plats
2X21 rods.
Crop, potatoes. Size of plat, 2 x 2J- rods. Yield given in lbs. ^
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creased the crop 147 per cent. What is the reason ? The
omission of potash cuts the crop down one-half in plat 8,
or 110 per cent. In plat 10, nitrogen is omitted ; yet we
get really the largest crop of any ])lat, relatively. Phos-
phoric acid is necessary, as is seen by plat 11, where it is
wanting, in comparison with plats 10 and 16. Nitrogen is
one-half the cost of our potato fertilizer nearly, and what
have we to show for its use on our potato plats ?
FERTILIZERS ON THE WILSON FARM, GILMANTON.
Upon the same plan, George W. Sanborn, of Gilmanton,
on his farm, tried the three elements that enter into the
Stockbridge formula. These results are so unlike those on
the college farm that I introduce them here. The soil on
the college farm is alluvial,—a heavy blue clay. The Wil-
son farm is a clay-loam hill farm, very much like the ma-
jority of hill farms of New Hampshire :—
Two rows, 2 pounds nitrogen, .50 bushel large, .50 bushel
small potatoes, equals 1.
One row, nothing, .17 bushel large, .37 bushel small
potatoes, multiplied by 2, equals 1.08.
Two rows, .4 pounds potash, .67 bushel large, .70 bushel
small potatoes, equals 1.37.
One row, nothing, ,20 bushel large, .33 bushel small po-
tatoes, multiplied by 2, equals 1.06.
Two rows, 2 pounds nitrogen and 4 pounds potash, .50
bushel small and .70 bushel large potatoes, equals 1.20.
One row, nothing, .25 bushel large potatoes, .20 bushel
small, multiplied by 2, equals .90.
Two rows, 1 pound phosphoric acid, 1.50 bushels large
potatoes, .87 bushel small, equals 2.37.
Two rows, 1 pound phosphoric acid and 4 pounds potash,
1.18 bushels large potatoes, .62 bushel small, equals 1.80.
One row, nothing, .37 bushel large potatoes, .25 bushel
small, multiplied by 2, equals 1.24.
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Two rows, 1 pound phosphoric acid and 2 pounds nitro-
gen, 1.68 bushels large potatoes, 1 bushel small, equals 2.68.
Two rows, nothing, .40 bushel large potatoes, .32 bushel
small, equals .72.
Two rows, Stockbridge, bought of Bowker & Co., 1.87
bushel large and .75 bushel small potatoes, equals 2.62.
Nitrogen has accomplished but little here, and has not
paid. Will the potato-plant gather all of its nitrogen from
the air and soil in its compounds ? Phosphoric acid has
given a wonderful result alone, and, for that crop, must have
been of much profit. It was potash needed for the crop on
the state farm. It is phosphoric acid for the Wilson farm.
The nitrogen was for both farms procured in dried blood,
the phosphate acid in bone-black, and the potash in muriate
of potash. We do not claim maturity for those experi-
ments, but suppose they may be of some benefit to the
practical farmer. I trust the time will come when the col-
lege farm will have the means to carry on more extended
enquiry in a wider, more fruitful, and less explored field.
Yet, if farming is to be pursued by correct methods, an
aggregation of facts in the direction of our inquiry is
needed, that we may lay down general laws for our guid-
ance in pursuit of specific ends. Experimental stations are
needed to search out facts, and from them enable us to lay
down positive principles that, under like circumstances,
shall always give like results. When agriculture can be
guided by well-defined laws instead of vague theories, by
facts instead of conjecture, the cost of production will be
very much reduced, and the producer and consumer greatly
benefited. Investigation into and knowledge of the science
of agriculture can do more than work, in any and perhaps
all other fields, to emancipate man from the burden of ex-
cessive labor, and to aid the world in its grand march toward
a higher civilization, and to diffuse more uniformly the
comforts and luxuries of life.
J. W. SANBORN, Superintendent.
FARM ACCOUNT.
faem supeeintendent in account with the trustees.
Dr.
To paid for labor, 81,363.27
for stock, 1,211.12
debts of last year, 796.95
farming implements, including
harnesses and wagon, 262.75
pasturing, fertilizers, materials
for experiments, and ordi-
nary running expenses, 661.44:
Cr.
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Yaliie of stock and grain on hand April 1, 1878 : —
Live stock,
45
EXPENDITURE OP STATE APPROPRIATION.
Horses, and expenses of purchase, 1400.00
Paid for wagon, 115.00
for three harnesses, 105.00
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EEPORT OF THE TRUSTEES.
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court convened :—
The eighth annual report of the trustees of the state normal
school is respectfully submitted.
The imperative demand for radical improvements upon the
normal-school building has been apparent to the trustees for
some time past. Evils have existed, detrimental to the health
and highest usefulness of the school. These evils have been
unwillingly tolerated, only because sufficient funds have not
been placed at the disposal of the board to effect their complete
removal.
At the last session of the legislature, some friends of the
school asked for an appropriation of six thousand dollars,
which request was granted, less the sum of one thousand. Had
the whole of the above-named amount been given for last year,
with an adequate provision for the current expenses of each
succeeding year, it would have relieved the trustees of no little
embarrassment in their work of providing for the growing wants
of the school. With the assurance of a permanent annual income,
they would have it in their power to devise and carry into exe-
cution such measures as would insure its increasing prosperity
and success. But, at present, they are compelled to labor on
by the year, like some country clergyman, who is hired by the
twelvemonth, not knowing but the end of that period will find
him houseless and homeless, shut out from the parsonage, and
with no other field open to receive him. Under such disadvan-
tages, it is difficult to forecast the future or lay any plans which
shall have a far-reaching or permanent scope.
The finance committee had hoped, that enough would be
added to the balance in the treasury of last year to enable
them to make all desirable improvements upon the school
building and its grounds, including some change for the better
in the heating apparatus. Their plans contemplated no extrav-
agant expenditures and no needless adornment of any part.
But their limited resources rendered it impracticable to carry
out in full their designs without incurring a debt, for which they
had no warrant. Hence, there remained the only alternative of
making such improvements as the exigencies of the case most
urgently required, leaving what was simply desirable or of
secondary importance to some indefinite future time.
As soon as practicable after the appropriation of the legisla-
ture, the committee having the buildings in charge set about
procuring plans for the contemplated improvements. Accord-
ingly, at a meeting held in Concord, July 19, for that purpose,
several plans were submitted to the board of trustees by
Messrs. Dow and Wheeler, architects, for an addition to the
school building, embracing the desired changes and which had
been prepared by them under the instruction of the committee.
One of these plans was adopted ; and the finance committee
and treasurer were authorized to proceed immediately with the
building, and finish the same so far as the funds at their dis-
posal for that purpose would allow.
After examining difi^erent proposals, the committee awarded
the contract to Mead, Mason, & Co. for thg building above the
foundation. The stone-work was put in by Mr. J. J. Sanborn,
by contract. The whole work was completed in November.
Had there been a fixed annual income or the certainty of a
special appropriation sufficient to warrant the outlay, the work
upon the addition could have been done to much better advan-
tage during the long svunmer vacation. As it was, the school
was very much incommoded, during the fall term, by the neces-
sary disturbance and disorder always consequent upon such labor.
The new structure adjoins the school building on the rear,
.and is thirty-seven feet in length by twenty-six feet in width.
It is one story high, with Mansard roof, corresponding in archi-
tectural design and finish with the main building. Under the
whole addition is a cellar seven feet deep. On the first floor is
a ladies' dressing-room, fourteen by twenty-five feet, which is
entered by a vestibule at the south end of the building. In the
north-west corner is a dressing-room for gentlemen, ten by
twelve feet. Adjoining the large recitation room, and opening
into it, is a library room, twelve by fourteen feet. In the cen-
tre, at the rear, are the water-closets, opening into the gentle-
men's and ladies' rooms respectively. Two wells, from the hill
back of the building, will, it is expected, afford an ample sup-
ply of water for drinking and sewerage purposes. All the rain-
water which falls upon the rear of the main building and all
from the new part is conveyed from the gutters to the sewer.
Great care has been taken with the plumbing, to avoid all dan-
ger from freezing, which has formerly caused so much trouble ;
and it is believed this result has been successfully accomplished.
The whole of the second floor is designed for the cabinet of
minerals and natural history ; it is left in an unfinished state, for
want of money. The estimated cost of finishing and furnishing
the room is five hundred dollars ; nor ought the work to be de-
layed ; but the whole should be completed during the summer
vacation, so that the geological and other specimens, of which
there is a large collection, could be arranged therein before the
commencement of the fall term. The demand for this work is
urgent, as there is, at present, no room for these specimens. We
therefore present the subject to the considerate judgment of
your honorable body, with the request and earnest hope that
you will deem it just and proper to provide for this manifest
want of the school.
The total cost of the building and permanent improvements
amounts to some twenty-two hundred dollars. For a more
detailed account of the expenditures of the year, you are re-
spectfully referred to the subjoined treasurer's report.
It is oftentimes well to compare our methods of labor and
the results with those of others similarly circumstanced, that
we may gather valuable information and a new stimulus to our
zeal for the prosecution of our own duties and responsibilities.
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From the report of the commissioner of education for 1875, we
gather the following facts and statistics with regard to the num-
ber and condition of the normal schools of the different states
of the Union. The appropriations given below are for the yearly
expenses of the several schools, and do not, in most instances,
if in any, cover the special grants for building purposes. Later
returns would doubtless be more complete, but they are not
accessible to us at the present time, with the exception of those
from Maine, New Hampshire, and Indiana, which are given
for the current year.
STATES. No. of Schools.
The above list embraces only those schools established and
wholly maintained by the several states ; besides these, there
are many more liberally supported by cities and counties ; also
normal departments connected with other institutions. The
whole number reported for 1875 is one hundred and thirty-four.
The smallest annual appropriation made by any state to its
schools is that of $1,500, each, to the schools of Vermont and
West Virginia. Next is that of Alabama, $4,000 to one and
$5,000 to another. jNIississippi, $4,500 to each, and New Hamp-
shire, $5,000 to its one, school. New York averages about
$18,000 to each school ; Massachusetts, about $14,000 ; while the
state normal university of Illinois receives $29,987.
A few extracts from reports of superintendents of education
will show the estimation in which normal instruction is held in
different sections of our country. From the report for the city
of San Francisco, we gather the following : " It must be pain-
fully apparent to any one visiting our lower-grade classes, that
•experience and fitness have been ignored in the selection of
many of the instructors in our elementary schools. In many of
the classes it will be difficult to distinguish, from the size, appear-
ance, and character, between the teacher and the pupils. Under
the plea, that none but California girls, educated in our public
schools, should be elected to any position, we have discouraged
the immigration of the better class of experienced teachers from
other sections of the country. This Chinese policy of exclusive-
ness, which shuts us out from the march of progress of the older
institutions of other countries, is dwarfing our system of instruc-
tion and rendering us provincial and unprogressive. It is fill-
ing our schools with young and inexperienced teachers, who
should spend several years at some normal school to obtain the
iirst rudiments of a professional training."
The report of the commissioner of schools for Georgia con-
tains the following pertinent suggestions : " It is needless to
say that money paid to an incompetent teacher is poorly ex-
pended. In extreme cases of incompetency, the money so
expended is absolutely wasted, and this is not the worst part of
the evil. Mental habits are sometimes formed by pupils under
such instructors which result in absolute and often permanent
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damage. Besides, modes of teaching and discipline have been
much studied of late years, and every intelligent educator knows-
that great advances have been made in these respects. . . .
The want of well-qualified teachers for our white schools has
been much felt. The want of the white schools in this respect,
however, is small in comparison to that of the colored schools.
It has been impracticable to put colored schools in operation at
all in some places, in consequence of the lack of competent
instructor^. We shall not succeed in commending our public
schools»to the confidence of an intelligent public till the state
takes some steps to supply the want of which I have been speak-
ing. I therefore recommend, that an annual appropriation of
$10,000 be made for establishing two normal schools for whites,
one to be located in the northern, and the other in the southern,
portion of the state, and that the law making an appropriation
of $8,000 to Atlanta University be repealed, and that, in lieu
thereof, $10,000 be annually appropriated for establishing a nor-
mal school for colored pupils."
The following is taken from the report of the superintendent
of public instruction for the state of Indiana : " The greatest
need of the schools is thoroughly trained teachers. They need
men and women who are not only right-minded, pure-hearted,
and intelligent, but who have been prepared for their work by a
course of systematic study and practice. I think our normal
school affords superior advantages for this needed preparation.
This school educates, of course, but a small proportion of the
teachers required for the state, but its influence reaches hun-
dreds of teachers who never enter its walls. It is sending out
into our cities and larger towns students who, through the influ-
ence of better methods and by normal work in township and
county institutes, lead their associates to a higher standard of
excellence."
Kentucky reports the need of a normal school as very much
felt. Ohio has no state institution, but four of her principal
cities support training-schools as a part of their city system,
which they regard as of incalculable benefit to the schools at
large and as indispensable to the success of their school sys-
tem.
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Of New York we are told : " There are in the state at pres-
ent, and in a flourishing condition, eight normal schools, estab-
lished by the state for the purpose of preparing young men and
women to enter the common schools well qualified as teachers.
The best evidence that these schools are succeeding in the work
for which they were established is to be found in the fact, that
they have overcome the determined opposition which they had
to encounter, and that, to-day, they are towers of strength in the
educational system of the state."
Of the school in Rhode Island it is reported : " This normal
school, while fitting teachers for schools of higher grade, espe-
cially aims to prepare for teaching schools of the primary, inter-
mediate, and grammar grades. It is a state institution, and, it
is believed, can be of more service to the cause of education
by providing excellent teachers for the elementary schools than
in any other way, as, in these, the great majority of pupils will
always be found."
The state report of Wisconsin has the following in regard to
its normal schools : " These schools, now four in number, are
enjoying great prosperity, and performing, in their sphere, a
work of incalculable value to the commonwealth Their
influence is now widely extended, reaching nearly every county,
and their popularity fills their halls with eager students, even
beyond the capacity of the buildings and faculties. Hence
frequent enlargements have, from time to time, been rendered
necessary." If ample means alone can render schools flourish-
ing, then these schools of Wisconsin ought to bear abundant
fruit. The amount of normal-school productive funds, derived
from the sale of lands set apart for their support, was, in 1875,
$976,364 ; the normal-school income fund for the same year
amounted to $149,719.
We might multiply these extracts till they became wearisome,
but enough have been given for our purpose of showing the
views entertained by the diverse sections of our common coun-
try on this subject. These extracts have been purposely selected
from localities wide apart and differing as much as possible
in their surroundings and in their social status ; they are from
the old states and the new, from the free and from those that
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were but lately fettered by slavery. In those from which we
have quoted and in those we have omitted, we find no word of
distrust or of condemnation of the propriety of the professional
training of teachers in schools established and maintained for
that specific purpose. In one instance, the regret is expressed
that the schools of a state have not accomplished as much as
they would have done had they been held strictly to profes-
sional work, instead of yielding a little to opposition and preju-
dice ; and the opinion is decidedly given, that the time for yield-
ing to such prejudice, if ever proper, is now passed.
It does not follow because a public measure is popular that
it is necessarily wise or beneficial ; but, before condemning
an enterprise in which is expended more than half a million of
money annually in the United States, it would seem to be the
part of wisdom for the opponents of such expenditures to in-
form themselves more particularly with regard to the subject in
all its bearings.
In the report of last year, we asked of your honorable body
no appropriation for our school, leaving it to your good judg-
ment to decide what was justly due the cause. This year we
feel compelled, in view of the embarrassing circumstances to
which the board is subjected by the want of a fixed yearly ap-
propriation, to respectfully request of you to put this normal
school on a sure and substantial foundation, so that its mana-
gers may know upon what resources to depend, if it is to be
continued as a state institution. We trust you will be disposed
to give the subject that consideration which its importance
demands and will make such appropriations as shall be deemed
sufficient to meet the obvious and pressing wants of the school.
The assurance of an annual income of five thousand dollars
would, we think, place the school on a good basis for future
work ; contingencies might arise requiring a larger sum for some
specific purpose, but, for the ordinary expenses, leaving no mar-
gin for needless ornament or waste, the above-named sum is
deemed sufficient by those most familiar with its operations and
needs.
It is a question for the citizens of New Hampshire to decide,
whether they will keep abreast with the spirit of the age in the
11
educational field. If our public schools cannot be elevated, so
that they shall stand on a common level with those of the other
states all about us, we need not marvel nor repine, if heads of
families, having children to educate, shall regard "New Hamp-
shire as a good state to emigrate from." The business of emi-
gration has occupied our people, already, too extensively for the
common weal ; it is suicidal to aid it by withholding more than
is meet of the children's bread.
The normal school has been kindly made the recipient of
valuable and timely donations from its friends the past year.
A. B. Closson, Esq., of Franklin, presented it with an ingenious
collection of more than one hundred and fifty specimens of
wood, neatly mounted upon a black-walnut stand. William F.
York, Esq., of Nashua, donated a box of minerals, some of
them very rare ; and the secretary of the interior, at the instance
of Hon. H. W. Blair, sent a valuable package of books ; for
which they have received the grateful acknowledgments of the
trustees. Other valuable gifts, we are informed, are awaiting a
place for their reception.
That the work of the school is appreciated and that there is
a growing demand for normal methods of instruction is appar-
ent from the fact, that, of the three thousand five hundred and
forty-six teachers in the state, as shown by the superintendent's
report for 1877, two hundred and ninety-five, or about one-
twelfth, were from normal schools ; this is a larger number by
eighty-one than the whole number of graduates from our school.
These teachers were distributed in one hundred and twenty-six
towns of the state, or in more than one-half.
As has already been intimated, the school is steadily growing
in public interest and favor. By a reference to the catalogue
appended to this report, it will be seen, that, during the seven
years since the establishment of the school, thirty-three pupils
have graduated from the second course, and two hundred and
nineteen from the first, making a yearly average from both
courses of thirty-six, and a total of two hundred and fifty-two.
The last class of graduates numbers thirty-seven lady pupils*
six from the second course and thirty-one from the first. All of
this number have availed themselves of the provision of the state
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offering free tuition to graduates giving personal pledges to
teach in the state for the requisite period. The amount of
tuition refunded is four hundred and ninety-two dollars and fifty
cents.
The classes are characterized by greater maturity and better
scholarship than in the first years of the school, a result which
has been the desire and aim of the teachers and friends of the
school from the commencement. The standard of qualification
for graduation has been raised by those having the subject in
charge ; and, also, the time of this examination changed from
the closing week of school to an earlier period, thus giving
more time for thorough work. The examination of the grad-
uating classes this year took place on the twenty-fifth and
twenty-sixth of April, and was not public, being conducted
solely by the principal, supervisor, and superintendent of public
instruction, as authorized by law.
The result of the past year's labors has, on the whole, been
satisfactory and full of encouragement to the managers of the
school ; and, although conscious of not having yet reached so
high a degre of merit as could be desired, yet we trust there has
been a commendable progress in the right direction and a
steady purpose to attain a higher standard of excellence in the
future.
In behalf of the board,
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Ariana S. Dudley ,
Mary E. Durgin
Jeannette O. Eastman
S. Florence Eaton .
Jennie H. Ewer
Jennie M. Fellows .
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Amelia A. Stevens .
Sarah K. Stevens ,
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Clara E. Whidden .
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Graduates from the second course . . 33
Graduates from the first course . . » 218
Total 251
Number of different pupils present year . 67
PREPARATORY DEPARTMENT.




Number of different scholars . . . 143
AGGREGATES BY TERMS.
Normal department . . . . . 129
Preparatory department .... 58
Model schools 354
Total aggregate by terms, .... 541
STATE NORMAL SCHOOL,
This institution was established by the state, in 1870, for
the especial purpose of instructing and training teachers.
Since the reception of the first class in the spring of 187 1,
several hundred pupils have been members of the school, and
two hundred and fifty-one have received certificates or diplomas
upon the honorable completion of the prescribed courses of
study.
CALENDAR FOR 1878-9.
Fall term begins second Wednesday in September.
Winter term begins first Wednesday in December.
Spring term begins last Wednesday in February.
Each term continues ten weeks.
ADMISSION.
Gentlemen must be at least seventeen years of age at time of
admission ; and ladies, sixteen.
Candidates must present certificates of good moral character
from some responsible person (school committees or superin-
tendents preferred), must acknowledge their obligation to ob-
serve faithfully all the regulations of the school, and pass a
satisfactory examination in the following branches : Reading,
spelling, writing, arithmetic, geography, and English grajiimar.
A greater age and higher attainments than the minimum here
prescribed, and some experience in teaching, will greatly en-
hance the value of the training given in the school.
The average age of the present graduating class is nineteen,
and twenty-three of them have had previous experience in teach-
ing.
All candidates for admission should be present on the first
day of each term. Regular classes are formed at the beginning
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of each fall term, but individuals may be admitted at other times
if prepared to enter existing classes.
COURSES OF STUDY.
FIRST NORMAL COURSE.
Reading, Spelling, Penmanship, Geography and Map-draw-
ing, Arithmetic, Grammar, Book-keeping, Algebra, Natural
Philosophy, Physiology, History of the United States, Drawing,
Methods, Didactics, and Vocal Music.
SECOND NORMAL COURSE.
Algebra, Geometry, Mechanics, Constitution of the United
States, English Literature, Physical Geography, Chemistry,
Mineralog}'^ and Geology, Astronomy, Drawing, Methods, and
Didactics.
An act passed in 1877, amending the act establishing the
school, provides as follows : " The certificates of graduation
from the lower course in the state normal school shall have the
effect of licenses to teach for three years from the date thereof
in the common schools of the state, except in such as the school
committee of the town or district shall require branches to be
taught not embraced in the course of study in such lower course
;
and certificates of graduation from the higher course shall have
the effect of licenses to teach in all common schools for five
years from the date thereof, provided, that, in all cases, such
certificates of graduation shall be acceptable to the superintend-
ing school committee of the town or districts."
By some oversight, this act is not indexed in the pamphlet
laws of 1877, but may be found on page 34.
OBJECTS AND AIMS.
The distinctive and essential object of the normal school is to
train teachers for the profession of teaching, and, through them,
to effect improvements in the common schools of the state ; and
to this object all else will be made strictly subservient.
In every school exercise, in every recitation, and by every
teacher, constant reference is had to the future work of the
pupil ; and, with equal constancy, the pupil is reminded that his
work with us is not so much to acquire knowledge as to learn
how to impart it.
The aims of the school are specific and professional, and thus
different from the academy and college.
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MODEL SCHOOL.
The model school, regularly graded in two departments,
—
primary and grammar,— is under the special supervision of the
normal-school authorities, and affords ample opportunities for
the illustration of methods of teaching and school government.
During the present school year, there has been established a
practice school, in which the pupils of the normal school teach,
under the direction of a critic teacher. Experience here is
showing, as it has invariably elsewhere, that there is no more
certain or useful way of obtaining the practical training which
should accompany theoretical instruction.
There is, also, an advanced and preparatory department for
pupils graduating from the model school and for those appli-
cants not yet qualified to enter the normal school.
EXPENSES.
Board, including fuel, lights, and reasonable washing, can be
obtained in the boarding-house of the institution at prices not
exceeding $3.50 to $4 per week, according to location of rooms.
By a rule adopted by the board of trustees, " all lady
assistants employed in the school and all lady pupils are re-
quired to board at the boarding-house of the institution, unless
otherwise authorized by the proper authorities."
The trustees, after careful consideration of what, in their
opinion, concerns the highest interest of the school, made the
above rule, and desire to have it thoroughly understood by par-
ents and pupils that this regulation is not less imperative than
others and that obedience to all rules is required of all con-
nected with the school.
Boarding-places for gentlemen and all exceptions to the
above rule must be approved by the principal before the opening
of the term.
Only students of the same sex will be allowed to board in the
same house or to visit each others' rooms.
Tuition ($5 per term) is refunded at the completion of either
course of study, upon an agreement to teach in the state.
In the model school, to those residing out of district No. 2,
in Plymouth, tuition in grammar department is $5 per term ;
primary department, $4 per term ; languages, in connection
with normal studies, each extra, $2.
Tuition is payable at the beginning of the term, and no deduc-
tions will be made for absence at the beginning or end of the
term.
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Boarders furnish sheets, pillow-cases, towels, napkins, and
spreads for their own use ; if furnished by the house, $3 per
room will be charged for each term. Other furniture requisite
for the room is furnished by the institution without extra
charge.
ADVICE.
Pupils are advised to bring with them such school-books as
they may possess ; to provide themselves with a dictionary ; and,
upon arrival in Plymouth, to repair directly to the normal-school
boardin2;-house, retainins; their checks.
APPARATUS AND LIBRARY.
The school is furnished with new and valuable apparatus to
illustrate the subjects of geography, astronomy, philosophy,
mineralogy, and a carefully selected library, containing stand-
ard works upon all that relates to the teacher and his work.
CABINET.
The legislature has recently added to the cabinet of minerals,
to aid in the study of geology and mineralogy, a large collec-
tion of minerals made by Prof. C. H. Hitchcock, the state
geologist, and so arranged as to give a complete history of the
geology and mineral resources of New Hampshire and part of
Vermont.
During the past year, valuable contributions have been made
to our collections, and we respectfully invite friends of educa-
tion to deposit with us minerals, specimens in natural history,
and other means of illustration. In the reports of the board of
trustees, credit will be given for all donations.
GENERAL NOTICE.
The trustees and faculty are desirous of securing the at-
tendance of students possessing the following qualifications :—
1. Those who have had experience as teachers and who de-
sire to make teaching a profession.
2. Those who are preparing to teach and who realize that
success depends upon systematic and persistent training.
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The attendance of the following classes of persons is 7iot
desired :—
1. Those who have not attained the required age.
2. Those whose scholarship will not entitle them to admission
to the lower class.
3. Those who care little for study and who attend school for
mere diversion.
4. Those who are not content to be classified according to the
results of a fair examination.
5. Those who have not sufifiicient self-control and self-respect
to enable them to conform to the principles of right and the
usages of good society. Hence, pupils who neglect study or
who indulge in such conduct as to require police control will be
dismissed.
Applications for teachers should be made early. Correspon-
dence with school committees is solicited, and reports of the
work done by teachers recommended by the principal will be
gratefully received.
LOCATION.
Plymouth is situated near the centre of New Hampshire, in
the beautiful valley of the Pemigewasset, and on the line of the
Boston, Concord, & Montreal Railroad, which, with its advanta-
geous connections, renders the location of the school conven-
iently accessible from all parts of the state.
The principal would respectfully request those into whose
hands this catalogue may fall to aid him by extending to others
information concerning the institution and urging proper pupils
to resort to it.
AMBROSE P. KELSEY, Principal.
Plymouth, N. H., May, 1878.
TREASURER'S REPORT.
To the Trustees of the State Normal School:—
The following report of the income and expenditures of the




Balance on hand as per last report, May
31, 1877, $1,262.31
State of New Hampshire, cash as per act
of legislature, 5,000.00
Boarding-house, cash for rent to June i,
1878, 600.00
School-district No, 2, cash from S. W.
Davis, committee, school money, 775-69
Normal school, cash from pupils, fall,
winter, and spring terms, 403.50
EXPENDITURES.
Cash paid on account boarding-house, furni-




ous expenses, per vouch-
ers, 644.86
normal school, new build-
ing, per vouchers, 2,410.75
normal school, fuel, per
vouchers, 171.87




Balance in hands of the treasurer,
5,041.50
7.700.43




Cash from S, D. Kinsman, rent to June i,
1878,
EXPENDITURES.
Cash paid for furniture, per vouchers, $6.00





Cash from pupils, fall, winter, and spring
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Paid Miss Lottie J. Lee, services as teach-
er, fall, winter, and spring terms, $450.00
Miss Clara T. Clark, services as
teacher, fall, winter, and spring
terms, 37S'Oo
Miss Elisa A. Sargent, services as
teacher, fall, winter, and spring
terms, 300.00
Miss Nellie M. Thompson, services
as teacher, fall, winter, and spring
terms, 300.00
Miss Fannie M. Stone, services as
teacher, fall, winter, and spring
terms, 300.00
Miss Kate K. Whitcher, services as
teacher, fall term, six weeks, 80.00
Miss Frank B. Adams, services as
teacher, spring term, 1877, 25.00
$4,332.78
Total receipts for tuition, fall, winter, and
spring terms, 403-50
Salaries in excess of tuition, year ending
May 31, 1878, $3,929.28
CHARLES M. WHITTIER, Treasurer.
CHARLES W. PICKERING, ) „•
KING S. HALL, [ /'''''"'f
EDWARD L. GODDARD, ) committee.


















Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Concord, N. H., June, 187S.
The superintendent of public instruction respectfully sub-
mits to the general court the thirty-second annual report of the
schools of the state, the eleventh report since the establish-
ment of this office.
This report embraces,—
I. Extracts from reports of city superintendents and town
committees.
II. Statistical tables.
III. Discussions and recommendations.




CITY AND TOWN SCHOOL llEPORTS.
School committees have the immediate care of the pubHc
schools of the state. They decide upon the qualifications of
teachers, prescribe the studies to be pursued beyond those
which the laws enjoin, and have final authority in matters of
discipline. The laws clothe them with almost sovereign power
in the supervision of public schools. No officer is so near to
the schools of the state. Their success depends more upon his
earnestness, fidelity, and good judgment than upon anything
else.
Many of them are intelligent and faithful. Intimately ac-
quainted with our system of public instruction, by constant vis-
its to the schools, they are likely to know its virtues and its
defects. Hence, their criticism is valuable, and their recom-
mendations worthy of careful consideration.
ALLENSTOWN.— H. H. Hartwell.
NEW SCHOOL-HOUSES.
Thes3 new school-rooms have each been furnished with about
one hundred and fifteen square feet of blackboard, covered with
"patent liquid slating," good erasers, and crayons. The gram-
mar-school room has been furnished with a copy of " Webster's
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Unabridged Dictionary," a full set of " Mitchell's large outline
maps," a set of cube blocks, and a clock. The intermediate
room has a nice globe ; and the primary, a " teacher's manual,"
for free-hand drawing, and " numeral frame," to assist in giving
the little ones an idea of counting and reckoning. Each room
is furnished with broom, dust-pan and brush, water-pail and dip-
per, and such things as contribute to the cleanliness and health
of teacher and scholar.
The teachers, under this new order of things, have taken great
courage and have devoted themselves with increased energy to
their pleasant task. And the children have seemed to be re-
markably appreciative and grateful for the increased facilities
which have been afforded them. And, as a result, it is very
apparent there has not been so profitable a term of school in
this district for many years.
In conclusion, we want to call the attention of all the people
in the town to the great and good change which has taken place
in the matter of school-houses, and advantages for education
and Christian civilization. Five years since, the estimated value
of all the property belonging to the school-districts was three
hundred dollars. To-day, your committee reports to the state
board of education a valuation of seven thousand and five hun-
dred dollars.
AMHERST.— J. G. Davis, R. A. Davis.
DEFECTS IN SCHOOLS, THEIR REMEDIES.
Again, if they will survey the condition and results of our
schools during the past year, they will see that a great diversity
appears in the usefulness of the schools. In some cases, the
money has been well expended ; in others, no return has been
secured that equals the outlay. Without pronouncing any school
actually unprofitable, we are constrained to say that some were
not satisfactory. They did not fulfill the objects for which the
common school is maintained. And the deficiency must be attrib-
uted mainly to the employment of teachers who are lacking in
some one or more of the essential qualifications for their work.
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A good teacher commands respect, wins affection, conciliates
esteem, and makes "crooked things straight." Persons having
such powers of achievement are not very common, it may be
said ; but the number would multiply, if the public would not
be satisfied with teachers who lack force and fitness. If every
district should demand a first-class teacher, the qualifications
of those seeking employment as teachers would speedily im-
prove. We all feel the need of teachers having knowledge and
tact, that are wise in the business of instruction and govern-
ment. And we also recognize the importance of retaining such
teachers in the service of the district, when found.
Now, if you inquire why we experinient so largely by employ-
ing persons who have no certain qualifications for this impor-
tant work, persons without age, experience, or familiarity with
the most approved methods of teaching, we are confronted with
objections which imply that the present system is at fault. The
prudential committee, who hires the teacher, holds the office
•only for the current year, when he expects to yield the place
to another. There is little honor and usually no emolument
attending the office. He is consequently liable to yield to some
solicitation of personal interest or partiality and employ the
teacher nearest at hand, or to rely on testimonials that are got
together for the occasion. With the best intentions, he is often
disappointed because he lacked the information or the oppor-
tunities which a larger experience would furnish. Should he be
successful in his endeavors, the teacher, however faithful, has
no assurance of holding the position beyond the present year.
The next committee may think the wages too high or have some
•other reason for making a change.
In these circumstances, teachers are impelled to seek new
situations, and, what is often worse, to seek to win reputation
by showy methods and favoritism, inste*ad of honest, painstaking
work. It would be easy to enlarge on the evils incident to a
system which involves such frequent changes in teachers. An
instructor familiar with the dispositions and attainments of the
scholars in a given school has an obvious advantage over a
stranger if permitted to continue the work a number of terms.
JFew neighborhoods are aware what an accumulation of superior
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influences attend the well-directed efforts of a skillful and earnest
teacher. Can we not have a more constant and choice class of
teachers ? In some towns, an advantage has been gained by com-
mitting the entire management of all the schools to a board of
education. In others, the prudential committee has enlarged
powers. Would either of these plans be suited to our circum-
stances ? and would either be likely to mitigate or remove the
evils we now feel ?
ANDOVER.— Alvah H. Morrill.
WANT OF PERMANENCY IN SCHOOL OFFICERS.
It is thought, if we are to judge by practice, that there should
be rotation in school officers nearly or quite every year. For
this I can see no adequate reason. Certainly one can do the
work of school committee better after a year's experience than
without any. I have not taken pains to trace the matter further
back than the last four years, for finding four different super-
intending school committees in that time is a sufficient illus-
tration of my remark. Perhaps I can speak more freely upon,
this subject than any of my recent predecessors, as no one can
accuse me of seeking a continuance of this office for myself.
No one feels that liberty to make changes for one year when
his successor may return to the previous ways the next year, for
there is no prospect that any measure proposed will have a fair
trial ere it is superseded by some other experiment.
When a competent person is found, such a one should be con-
tinued in office at least three years, that he may have time to
test some of the measures proposed for improving the schools.
I have not felt at liberty to make any suggestions, because there
was no prospect of any suggestion's being tried more than one
year.
The same reasoning may be applied to the prudential com-
mittees. There are men in nearly or quite every district better
qualified than others to attend to such duties, and these should
be the ones chosen, even if such choice be for several consec-
utive years.
Extracts from School Reports. 9
AUBURN.— Frank P. Coult.
HOW SHALL GOOD TEACHERS BE SECURED ?
A great deal of the responsibility of securing a good teacher
rests with the prudential committee, for he is under no obligation
to employ a teacher until he is satisfied that he is securing the
best one possible ; while the superintending school committee
cannot refuse a certificate to one who passes a legal examination,
even though he knows of much better teachers who might be
obtained. In many respects it seems as though it would be bet-
ter to elect a town committee of as many persons as may be
necessary, who shall have charge of the schools, with power to
examine and then employ teachers, instead of their being em-
ployed and then examined, as is the case at present. Many
times it would be better to have more than one upon the com-
mittee, as the responsibility is, in some cases, too great for one,
unless he has unusual wisdom to decide what is right and
strength of purpose to carry it out. By having one retire and
one elected annually, we should be spared the misfortune, so
frequently our lot, of having an inexperienced committee.
BATH. — Henry H. Clark.
THOROUGHNESS.
There is, I am sorry to say, a general lack of thoroughness.
Scholars are not taught to seek out the principles upon which
the rules and problems of any science depend ; they are not
taught to think, to reason, and to analyze for themselves, but, in
too many instances, they must be led or carried by the teacher
over every difficult passage or hard problem, unless, as is too
often the case, the teacher has been educated in this same loose
manner, when we are compelled to witness the sad spectacle of
"the blind leading the blind."
This, in the opinion of your committee, is the result, in a
great degree, of crowding the scholar beyond his years or capaci-
ties. You send your children to school equipped with a Fifth
10 superintendent' s Report.
or Sixth Reader when, in fact, they can hardly read intelligently
and understandingly in the Third or Fourth. You furnish them
with a written arithmetic at least one or two years before they
are prepared to grapple with the problems it contains and while
yet every energ}^ should be expended upon a mental work. I
find, also, a manifest tendency to pass over the S7nall things, the
rudiments and fundamental principles,— the very essence of all
knowledge,— especially if these small things are found in some
elementary branch of study, and to grapple at once with the
intricacies of the sciences. In short, good, plain, practical com-
mon sense is fast being eliminated from our common-school
regime, and the mistaken, misguided scholar strives to reach
intellectual manhood without the necessary interval of growth.
BEDFORD. — Ira C. Tyson.
A coat of paint, a few rolls of wall-paper, and a picture or two
would effect wonders in the appearance of a school-room. We
do not sufficiently consider how great an influence cheerful sur-
roundings have upon the mind and habits of a child. Let the
place of study be tastefully fitted up, and it will go far towards
imparting to the child those habits of neatness and taste which
are really a part of its education. The seating arrangements of
some of the schools are positively dangerous to the health of the
children. Scholars should never be compelled to sit with their
backs against a cold wall, especially against a window through
the crevices of which the wind whistles all day.
BRENTWOOD. —W. C. Jackson.
DISCIPLINE THE END OF STUDY.
It often needs to be urged upon the minds of all concerned,
that the proper design of our schools is not simply the acquisi-
tion of knowledge. A design equally important is the discipline
of the mind. It is not enough to have the memory crammed
with rules and facts and dates. Half the rules so laboriously
learned may never be applied, or the facts brought into use, in
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practical life. The reasoning powers, the judgment, the taste,
need to be cultivated, as well as the memory. Let the scholar
learn how to search out the reasons and the principles of things,
how to compare one thing with another and distinguish the pre-
cious from the vile, how to form his own rules out of the facts
that may come to his knowledge. Let him learn in school how
to go on learning, and that without a teacher, or, I may say,
with experience and careful observation for his teachers. Let
no first class graduate from school, entertaining the idea that
they haveJimsAed their education, but rather understanding, that
they have only taken a few steps in the path of knowledge and
of mental and moral culture, a path which may lead to a high
eminence in character, in virtue and usefulness, and which they
ought to be diligently pursuing as long as life shall last.
BERLIN.— S. D. Green.
SELECTION OF TEACHERS,
The selection of teachers, too, is a matter of first importance
;
and, though it appears, and in fact has been, very hard to get out
of the old, old way of taking the first applicants for the position,
many of whom may be young and totally inexperienced, still,
with a concert of action, an advance may be made in the right
direction. I suggest the employment of graduates of our state
normal school and believe the benefits to be derived from this
course will be marked and important. We need something to
advance the standard, to lift our schools up to a higher plane,
to introduce more efficient methods and better means of illustra-
tion.
This fact has been brought most forcibly to the minds of our
citizens within the past two weeks, in the starting, by private
enterprise, of a high school, where the advantages of a, to us,
new and higher method in teaching have been made immediately
and strikingly manifest. I am sure these advantages will not be
lost sight of and that the leaven thus introduced will be the
efficient means of raising the whole.
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BRADFORD.— William G. Hoyt.
Keep the old teachers in our midst as long as possible
;
pay
them well, sustain them with that encouragement which is better
than money, and they will stay with us. When new teachers
are employed, as they must be sometimes, then duty and inter-
est alike call upon us as citizens to aid them all we can. A
careless word spoken in the presence of children is often very
powerful to mar the fortunes of a teacher and the prosperity
of a school. The position of a young teacher is one that com-
mends itself to the warmest sympathies of every candid mind.
To teachers I would say that the duties of your profession and
its standard of excellence are ever rising higher ; hence the
necessity of making constant effort to keep up with the times.
BRIDGEWATER.— Frank P, Morrill.
SCHOOL VICES AND VIRTUES.
We are apprehensive that there are some teachers who do
not thoroughly understand school discipline ; we think, if they
did, we should see it more practiced in the school-room. School
discipline is not wholly confined to the government of a school,
but applies equally to management and instruction. We under-
stand, that it is the teacher's duty to call into activity the observa-
tion, industrj^, and love of learning, of his pupils ; to rouse and
direct all their faculties ; to secure order, propriety, morality,
good manners, obedience, regularity in coming, going, sitting,
standing, and in preparing and reciting their lessons. This is
the work of school discipline, and, if thoroughly accomplished,
will aid wonderfully in managing a school. The object to be
secured by school discipline is twofold ; first, in preventing school
vices, and second, in cultivating school virtues. Among the
school vices are idleness, whispering, and disorderly movements
in the school-room. The school virtues are regularity of attend-
ance, obedience, diligence, and thoroughness in the preparation
and recitation of lessons. I am glad to report, that nearly all the
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teachers employed have given attention to school discipline,
while a few have not.
BRISTOL.— Nancy A. Durgin.
HOW TO LENGTHEN SCHOOLS. GOVERNMENT.
It ought to be a subject of deep regret that the children in the
ungraded schools have so few school privileges. With such
short schools and a new teacher every year, what can the scholars
know ? Having so many different text-books, the teacher is
obliged to confine herself quite closely to the book, or the one
scholar in a class knows nothing about his lesson. I would sug-
gest that the districts try the accommodation plan : let one
school begin, the next at its close, and so on, thus affording an
opportunity for all the scholars to attend at least two terms in a
year ; or else let the teachers throw out half the text-books and
teach general principles only. I have thought it needless to
change books where the one scholar could learn just as much
from the book he was using. Many teachers seem to have a
monomania for teaching words, while principles are ignored,
although it should be evident to them that word-cramming is not
good for the scholar's mental digestion. The acquirements of
school life have two values, one of knowledge and the other of
discipline. Every scholar should be taught to think for himself.
Good order in a school is one of the effectual things for its
success ; and, while teachers should be filled with " sweetness and
light," yet it is necessary, that they constantly maintain a " vig-
orous and rigorous " policy, if they would be highly successful in
their calling. The law of love is admirable, but a teacher needs
that love that is a conservation of tact, energy, and good will,
which always regards the highest good of the greatest number.
I deprecate that sentiment that would expel a pupil from school
for misconduct, unless he becomes a nuisance to the school; and,
although I would have corporal punishment avoided as long as
possible, it seems to me much better, that t2vo minutes should be
devoted to making a bad boy smart for his offenses, rather than
tzk&Ji/teen away from the whole school and devote it to a lecture
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which has not the shghtest effect upon him. Our teachers are
hired to teach, and it ought not to be expected that they should
take time to study all the forces that have accumulated in each
child, through ancestral channels, thoroughly enough to always
know what is best to do for its highest development.
BROOKLINE.— H. W. Kemp.
If we, as a people and town, would keep pace with those around
us, we must give to the rismg generation equal advantages for
gaining an education ; for all will admit that knowledge is power
;
and, to cope successfully in the warfare of life, the youth of this
town need to be as fully equipped as those they come in contact
with in the journey of life. The time has gone by for ignorance ;
it is as much out of date as a last year's almanac. Misinforma-
tion, pretty near, and about right are not accepted by the com-
mon people, and '' I don't know '' has passed entirely out of date.
There was a time when money could do almost everything in
America, but that time has gone by ; there is another currency
now more in demand than silver or gold, a currency without alloy,
and one the value of which does not fluctuate ; that currency is
education, not half nor quarter education, but a thorough, com-
plete education.
CHARLESTOWN.— C. E. Whipple.
But, in many cases, the " penny-wise and pound-foolish " policy
has been pursued ; " We want as long school as possible, and, al-
though the blackboard needs a new coat of paint, and the walls
a coat of whitewash, I guess it will go this year
;
" a cheap
teacher is hired and is expected to have a long, interesting term.
This is all wrong
;
your cheap teacher usually (not always) lacks
the fire that stimulates and inspires.
The scholars haven't the right model, and are forming wrong
habits of study ; they lack the inspiration that makes hard study
a pleasure ; the surroundings are gloomy, and they become dis-
couraged and morose.
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I had almost said that the shorter such a term the better, and
fully believe a term of half the length, with an earnest teacher
and pleasant surroundings, would do more to develop the strongs
brave, aspiring men and women that we so much need.
If, instead of electing your prudential committees in regular
rotation, you would elect a person who is interested and keep
him in office, and he, in turn, hire a good teacher and keep him,




While we are gratified with the improvement in our schools,
we must urge upon teachers the necessity for greater advance-
ment and higher qualification. The standard of education of
the past is not up to the requirements of the future. In almost
every department of human industry, invention has changed the
relation of things and is forcing competition. The scholar of
the present must be able to compete with the accumulated
knowledge of the future, to insure the independent thought that
will guarantee success. We do not mean to assert that every one,
to be successful, must be college-bred or well-versed in ancient
languages. The solid attainments of our own language and a
sound, practical, business education comprise the most of the
knowledge essential to success in almost any sphere of pursuit.
How far below this standard is the average education of our
adult population, let common experience answer ! We would
afford the highest education and expand the mental horizon of
every scholar as far as practicable ; but we would first be assured
the person had mastered the fundamental branches of study and
had a good knowledge of the language of his or her nativity,
for, without these, no permanent or enduring basis on which to
found a successful business career can be laid. The public
schools should furnish the chief part of this fundamental train-
ing, and can be made to do so when systematic and thorough
teaching becomes the rule.
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CHESTERFIELD.— J. Hall.
Teaching school is a solemn and important business. Not
every person who seeks the employment is capable of doing this
work well. It needs a /ove for the work as a leading element.
An aptness to teach is another element, that is, to communi-
cate and explain one's own ideas in a plain and easy way to be
understood by children. Merely to hear recitations and read-
ing classes and words spelled is a small part of a teacher's
work. But to wake up an interest and inquiry in the pupils'
minds and make them //(?aj^// with learning new things is more,
vastly more. This is teachings and not merely ''• keepiyig''^ a
school.
A teacher that is apt to teach will not treat all children alike,
any more than a true doctor will apply one medicine to all sorts
of disease. One child is of a mild, yielding disposition ; an-
other is self-willed ; one is quick, another is slow, to learn. A
true, discriminating teacher will make a difference in the treat-
ment of different tempers ; also, she knows when to help, and
when to let the scholar help himself.
CHICHESTER.— Samuel A. Kendall.
DEFECTS IN OUR SCHOOLS.
I am led, almost at the outset of this report, to mention some
drawbacks to the success of our schools. Part of these arise
from errors in the system of education adopted, and others are
caused by neglect and indifference on the part of the commu-
nity. The American idea in education has been to multiply text-
books, and to require pupils to memorize lesson after lesson,
hardly stopping on each subject to allow even the teacher to
master it. The effect of this is to develop the powers of mem-
ory, but it is done at the expense of the reason and the under-
standing.
Now, the object of our schools should be to develop, first,
those powers of the mind which will be most called upon in solv-
ing the practical difficulties of life, and, second, to afford opjDor-
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tunity to acquire a thorough knowledge of the elementary
branches, thereby putting into the hand of every scholar a lever
which, rightly applied, "may move the world." Discipline of
the mind, and development of the reasoning, thinking faculties
must be brought into greater prominence before our schools will
turn out well-educated, well-balanced, common-sense men and
women. We want men who can tell us w/iy such and such
things are so, not those who can only give the facts.
CONCORD (Union District).— Elisha Adams, Oliver Pills-
bury, Warren Clark, Henry J. Crippen, A. B. Thompson,
P. B. Cogswell, S. C. Whitcher, John H. George, Everett
L. Conger, Board of Education.
Since education is superior to all other merely earthly good,
is not affected by the rise and fall of stocks or by any of the
thousand and one changes incident to all other earthly posses-
sions, is a vast yet compact estate, beyond the reach of thieves
or the power of decay, increasing by use, and may be eternal,
we cannot expect justly to compass it by any ordinary standard
of measurement. Since our common schools are the chief in-
strumentalities for educating the masses and are the foundation
of our republican institutions, furnishing to nine-tenths of the
population all their preparation for the faithful performance
of their duties as citizens, they cannot be fostered with too
jealous care. Every citizen has a special interest in their estab-
lishment and adequate support. All readily acknowledge the
value of education to themselves, and believe their own to be.
amply worth all the money, time, and toil it cost them ; but;
they may not as readily acknowledge the responsibility resting-
upon them to aid in promoting knowledge and morality in the-,
interest of those yet to come upon the stage of action.
Education is, as has been beautifully expressed, " a debt due -
from present to future generations," and it is a question of the-
first moment to what extent and in what way this obligation,
shall be met.
It is not surprising that a matter of such special interest to.
2
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every member of a community left to the control and guidance
of a committee of its own choice should be discussed and criti-
cised as to its management and expenditures. This discussion
in this community develops, we trust, no disposition to repudiate
the obligation to give vigor and efficiency to our schools. It
calls for the practice of judicious economy in their management,
without any design of insisting upon curtailments which would
diminish their force. If the expense per scholar in our schools
be compared with that in other places, it will be found consid-
erably less than in other cities similarly situated and of similar
size in New England.
In Chelsea, Mass., the expense per capita is $18.78; Fitch-
burg, $16.40; Newton, $29.14; Burlington, Vt., $19; Nashua,
$17.11 ; Manchester, $18.79; while in Concord it is but $15.32.
It costs, in our schools, only about eight cents per day to furnish
each pupil with instruction. It would be extremely difficult to
suggest any other plan by which they could receive instruction
in as good schools as ours are at less cost.
We are all too conscious of the long depression in business
and the call for retrenchment in all reasonable ways ; yet the
question suggests itself, whether or not the disposition to curtail
expenses is not more marked in our schools than in other direc-
tions. Is there the same desire to curtail personal conveniences
and luxuries ? Is there not more affected poverty in meeting
the claims of children for the best facilities for storing the mind
with useful and permanent learning, than for adorning them
with fine raiment or for furnishing them with temporary amuse-
ments ? However this may be, it is worthy of a passing thought,
that, during this dark time in financial matters, when many seem
inclined to stand and wait, our children are growing apace, and
will very soon get beyond the schools. The boys and girls of
to-day are to be the men and women of the near future. Their
success then will depend upon our liberality now in affording
them the opportunity for development, which is their birthright.
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D. C. Allen, Superintendent.
PRIMARY SCHOOLS.
The schools of this grade will, as a whole, compare very
favorably with their condition last year. It must have become
manifest to you, however, that there is a wider difference between
them in excellence than is found in any of the grades above.
This cannot be attributed entirely to disparity in accommoda-
tions, surroundings, numbers in attendance, defective grading,
or general lack of ability of pupils.
It is no injustice to teachers to say primary classes are not
generally as well and thoroughly taught as those more advanced.
It is, confessedly, the weakest point in the whole system of public
education. It is difBcult to find teachers thoroughly grounded
in the first principles of knowledge, possessed of the happy
faculty of making every school exercise attractive, a special
fondness for the little ones, and an abiding conviction, that, in
directing the first efforts of mind and making first impressions
upon it, they are performing a more important, a more difficult,
and a higher grade of useful labor than is called for in more
advanced stages of education. The personal character of the
teacher is more directly felt in these schools. They require
teachers whose deportment is gentle, dignified, and uniform, who
are accustomed to self-control, are kind and affectionate in dis-
position, and have the power to impress their own pure minds
and hearts upon their pupils.
These schools are the foundation of the whole system of pub-
lic instruction. Defects permitted there, cling to pupils and
retard their progress in subsequent school experience and even
through life. They cannot be too carefully guarded or too firmly
strengthened.
CROYDON.— Hubbard A. Barton.
AUTHORITY.
In the language of an eminent educator, " The pupil should
be taught and made to believe that all school regulations and
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laws are based upon authority,— authority vested in the office
of the teacher, which is his not to withhold, but to execute.
This is the very germ and only foundation of good government.
Let it be distinctly understood that persuasion may never take
the place of authority. In school management, as a means of
preventing evil, we may persuade, invite, and win ; we may allure
by kind treatment, at any time, when the necessity of subordi-
nation is not questioned by the pupil, or after he has been sub-
dued by authority. But kindness cannot supply the place of
authority. Obedience is not a voluntary compliance with a
request, but a hearty response to acknowledged authority, an
implicit yielding to a command. The pupil must not wait the
dictates of inclination or feeling before he yields, but promptly
obey. In the language of another, ' This is a government, not
of persuasion, not of reasons assigned, not of the will of a
majority, but of one master. From his decision there may be
an appeal, but disobedience never.'
"
DANBURY.— William T. Norris.
Measured by any standard they ought to be tried by or we
satisfied with, many of our schools were failures. Tested by the
rule of what we have a right to demand from the means used,
the most of them were fairly successful. Good teachers for the
most part have the faculty of making their work acceptable to
those immediately concerned. Poorer ones are often able to do
the same thing. Giving satisfaction to employers is in itself a
good deal of a virtue. And, as special reports are sometimes
thought to be invidious, each one of our teachers is best left to
stand on the local merit thus awarded, with no word here of
praise or blame to aid in making or marring good reputations.
Our schools lack a good deal of being up to the times. One
great fault of them, they try to do too much. Scientists go for
points one at a time. Educators should profit by their example.
As, in farming, too much land is run over, so, in schooling, too
many branches are all mixed up together. Study thus becomes
careless, and teaching superficial. Sciolism instead of science is-
the product. What we do we want to do well. And one thing
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at a time is a good rule. Being perfect in a few things is on
the way to becoming ruler over many things.
Grammar comes first in order. Our statute calls it reading.
But reading is grammar. And so is spelling. Language is the
common carrier of thoughts, with its twenty-six little fellows
here as express messengers on one line, and about forty of them
on another, and all the time running on short help, and thus
forced to aid each other in ten thousand varied combinations.
It is more than carrier. It takes part in fitting its freight for
anarket. Out of the rude material of sensations, it aids in coin-
ing the beautiful ideals, and then takes forward on 'Change its
certificates of deposits, more precious than silver or gold. And
grammar is the science of language. It is the chief study of our
schools. It is the air of the school-room, the life of science.
It has no business to be talked about as a separate study. Well
enough begun in the spellers, it ought to be continued in the
readers. Each reading-lesson should be headed by some defini-
tion of the parts of speech, beginning with the noun, with all
words in the lesson belonging to the class defined printed in
italics to mark their etymology. In this way, all the classes of
words may be gone through with and made familiar. In the
higher readers, rules of syntax should be introduced, with some
kind of notation indicating relations of words and constructions.
Without a knowledge of the grammatical relation of words, read-
ing is mere vain repetition. Studying the reading-lesson is
hardly thought of in some of our schools. But no recitation in
reading in the higher classes should be attempted till after
every letter and syllable and word and sentence has been
carefully studied by every member of the class ; and no such
recitation deemed complete till supplemented by a painstaking
examination of the whole class upon the power of letters, the
classification of words, and the formation of sentences from
members, clauses, and phrases, illustrated by the use of exam-
ples taken at random from the lesson.
Not half time enough in our schools is devoted to reading.
But few of us consider the perplexities of a little head learning
to read. Signs for the eye are first to be mastered, taken upon
the visual angle and optic nerves, and imaged on the brain.
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Equivalent models of sounds for the ear are next to be framed in
the mind, and the vocal organs put in motion to produce them,
with all the auditory nerves on guard against any slips of the
tongue. Here is headwork enough to puzzle a full-sized brain.
But 'tis but a tithe of the little fellow's trouble. He has learned
to talk at home by rote, and mostly learned wrong. Words cur-
rent in the nursery he finds outlawed by good usage abroad.
He learns to read by rote, by constant repetition of a set of
arbitrary sounds suggested by a set of arbitrary signs. He is
then sent back to learn to read by rule, to begin to learn the
use of the signs and sounds he has been using.
What wonder we have so few good readers ? Even the best
teacher can't do every thing. He can't work miracles. He
can't make brains, change tempers, inspire genius, or cast out
devils. He may be apt to teach, but aptness to learn he can't
impart. Even the best teaching, we are told, depended for
results, like seed-sowing, on the fertility of the brain-soil where
it fell. Mothers are our first teachers. Who looks after their
qualifications ? Here is the first office in government filled
without care and administered without supervision. We talk
about reading and writing as qualifications for voting, but let
fools marry ignoramuses ad libitum to multiply other fools and
ignoramuses ad infinitum. No marriage certificates should be
issued but upon the conditions of good reading by both the
intended. No one is fit for a mother who is not a good gram-
marian. No matter if she can't extract a cube root, complete a
square, or transpose an equation. What if she makes a slip
now and then in reckoning up the cost of laces and rufifles ? She
has plenty of pin-money. She doesn't use mathematics often,
and her husband can pocket her little miscomputations. But her
false syntax tells on the rising generation. And bad habits of
speech from the nursery are worse than the seven-year itch in a
family. In theory of law, teachers stand /;/ loco parentium. How
many fathers and mothers among us would like to have the
teacher of their children use and teach their grammar ?
We need to bring grammar right home. Here our children
learn to lisp our vocal sounds and combinations. How cruel
to start the little fellows out in the wrong direction ! Parts of
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speech should be household words. Rules of syntax ought to
be put in rhyme and set to juvenile music, and mutual criticism
made a kind of family devotion. We want the sounds of the
vowels done after the fashion of Mother Goose's Melodies.
Conjugating the verbs marks a higher civilization than repeating
the catechism. Accent, emphasis, inflections, the stops and
marks, are all " malt " that might be put into a " house that Jack
built." Give us the coming book for the nursery. It will be
better than all other text-books.
Men and women talk just as naturally as the birds sing.
Vocal organs in both instances are a gift ; their use in one case
is an impulse, in the other a habit. Birds sing by instinct.
Men and women talk by science drawn from experiment. And
science, by this time, ought to be up with instinct. We ought
to be even with the birds. And what sweeter music than well-
intoned, sensible talking ? But what a tribe of barbarians we are !
with not one in ten who knows how to use his mother tongue.
We need penal statutes against breaking the laws of speech.
If our scholars all take my advice and get to be good readers
after my fashion, they may then skip spelling and grammar,
proper and limited, without violation of statute. The next re-
port may take up arithmetic, the next branch in order by stat-
ute, and talk about the ten little Arabs of the decimal notation,
their rings and clubs in the multiplication table, their masks and
disguises in the reductions, their dissections and broken heads
in the fractions, and all their twistings and contortions in cipher-
ing through ratios, proportions, percentage, involution, evolution,
permutation, and the progressions.
DOVER.— Rev. George B. Spalding, President of Board of
Education.
A system of education by which every child in the community
is provided, at the public expense, with instruction sufBcient for
at least his common needs and duties as a citizen is one of the
most distinctive features of our American civilization. Its ori-
gin is far back in our history. It antedates, in New England
at least, the existence of the nation. And yet, ancient as it is,
24 Superintendent'' s Rejwrt.
it has never at any time reached its fullness. It is challenging
a larger criticism, it is being made subject to greater change
and improvement to-day, than at any previous stage of its histor)'-.
It is a matter of great pride to us of Dover, that this import-
ant department of its municipal life has, from the first, engaged
the active interest of its most intelligent and public-spirited
citizens, and that, as a result, our city to-day, in its graded
system of schools, its commodious and substantial buildings, its
various apparatus for instruction, its liberal corps of efficient
teachers, compares favorably with any city in the common-
wealth.
And yet it cannot be claimed by the most gratified observer
of this progress in our educational interests, that this system of
popular instruction has as yet reached its full growth and that
the best fruits of it are being gathered. Outside of any system,
however excellent in itself, there are certain elements and in-
fluences which give to it its best efiiciency and secure its noblest
results.
And it is of these that we would more particularly speak at
this time.
We would put, as, perhaps, first in importance, the relation
which the parents of the scholars sustain to the school. The
home not only precedes the school, but it also supplements the
school. The earnest interest of the parents in the education of
their children, their understanding of the intent and methods of
the school, and their active, intelligent sympathy and co-opera-
tion with those who are officially related to the school are of
utmost importance for securing to their children the full benefits
which belong to our educational system.
In a system of gradation, it is of prime importance that the
scholar should be punctual in his attendance on his class and
prepared for his recitation.
In most instances, for a scholar to be absent is to fall behind,
losing that rank in his class which his presence could easily have
maintained. The bad results of a single absence may be far-
reaching. It may take from the child that interest and enthusi-
asm, that scholarly spirit, which are essential to any high attain-
ment in knowlede:e.
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Once behind in the onward march, he keeps behind in all the
successive grades through which he passes.
There is no greater obstacle to the successful working of our
school system than the absence or tardiness of the pupil. Now
it is safe to say, that, in the vast majority of these cases, the fault
is traceable to the parents.
The child is often kept away from the school to perform some
duty which could be met fully as well at some other time ; or,
perhaps more frequently, the parent yields to the solicitation of
the child pleading for a chance to enjoy itself now and then. In
not a few instances, the child decides the matter for itself, tak-
ing its pleasure without even the knowledge of either parent or
teacher.
Could parents fully understand how great an evil is inflicted
vipon the child and upon the school itself by these lax notions
of theirs in respect to the child's presence in the school-room,
we are confident, that the list of tardinesses and absences would
be vastly diminished, that the vigor and efficiency of our system
would be greatly increased, and that nearly all the friction and
unpleasantness which is found in the school life would disap-
pear.
Under this same head of the relation of the parent to the
school, we wish to present another thought of equal importance.
It is in respect to the promotion of scholars.
Parents are desirous that their children should be passed from
one grade to another as speedily as possible. But this desire is
sometimes beyond all reason and good sense. We find children
who have utterly failed in mastering the studies of a lower grade
applying for admission to the next course.
Parents and children are persistent in urging such an advance
as a right. Teachers and committee, despite their better under-
standing of the matter and in the face of their clear convictions,
too often yield to this really insane clamor. Parents say, that
to keep a child back in the onward march is to disgrace the
child, is to stigmatize the child in the presence of its mates ;
or they say that it is defrauding them and the child of the ad-
vantages which the earliest possible graduation brings to them
both. Let us understand the matter. Our educational system
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is based upon a regular course. It proceeds by stages. Each
grade is adapted to the growing capacities of the pupil. It con-
forms to nature. The child creeps before it walks, and it walks
before it runs, and it runs before it leaps.
It is no more a violation of nature to take an infant from its
cradle and try to teach it to vault a four-barred fence than it is
to put a scholar to the study of algebra while it is ignorant of
the principles of arithmetic. The teachers of our schools and the
committee, to whom is given the more direct charge of our edu-
cational interests, are constantly being called upon to commit
this very absurdity. What our system proposes is not a speedy
graduation, not even of necessity a graduation, as the result of
uninterrupted course. Our system aims at education. It
would take the child in hand and so adjust the grades and
studies to its growing capabilities as, at last, to turn him forth
into the world with a mind disciplined and informed sufficiently
to meet its needs as an individual and a citizen. For this end,
a child ought to be put into the grade where it naturally belongs,
and kept there until that grade has done all that it can for the
child and thus fitted it to enter understandingly upon the severer
studies of the next stage.
Better send a child back, better a thousand times send it back,
to repeat the course, to get thoroughly what before it had gotten
only slightly, than to push it on into a deeper profound where it
struggles and at last gives up altogether.
We can conceive of no greater cruelty than this, which is con-
stantly inflicted on children, namely, of taking them with their
present deficiencies and thrusting them forward into new and
severer courses of study. They go on without either spirit or
hope. They loathe their books. They hate their school. Their
one aim and desire is to " get through " and so forever be rid of
them.
We appeal to parents to help us in our honest intent to
make the school subserve the true interest of the pupil. We
ask parents to second us in our efforts to so place and keep
their children in their respective grades that the children may
reap the full benefit of our system and find their schools and
studies a real pleasure to them.
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Another point to which we would call attention is the method
of selecting teachers in our schools. This is a matter of the
very greatest importance. If we, for any reason, fail to secure
competent teachers, instruction in our public schools will prove
defective and delusive, and not only will the public money ex-
pended for education be wasted, but the hopes of parents and
pupils will be blighted, while the discovery of the injustice will
be made only when it is too late to repair it.
The only fair way, the only safe way, is to apply here the same
principle which all political parties are now agreed upon exer-
cising in the civil sphere.
The position of the public-school teacher should be assigned
in strict accordance with qualification and merit.
This has come to be regarded as the policy of the board in
its election of teachers.
The committee insist upon an annual competitive trial and
examination on the part of all applicants for the position of
teacher.
It is urged, by way of objection, that it is unjust to require
the same qualifications in a teacher in a primary school which may
be essential to a teacher in one of the higher grades. But, in
answer to this, we have this to say, that, were it possible to ad-
just a sliding-scale of merit, it would be unwise to adopt it. We
regard the teachers as in a line of promotion.
We wish to have the young, untried teacher, to whom has been
assigned a lower grade of school, fully competent as experience
increases and real capacities become known.
We wish to have such a teacher ready to take the more ad-
vanced and responsible place which circumstances may open.
We are also convinced that nothing that we can do gives such
dignity to the teaching office and such high character to our
school system as this policy of competitive examination.
When applicants have to stand on their own merits, when
they make their own mark and record, there can be no good
ground for complaint at their acceptance or rejection by the
committee.
Such a system makes favoritism and partiality impossible. It
is only right and just, that we should so far vary the strict appli-
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cation of this rule as to give preference, among applicants of
equal merit, to those who have graduated from our own schools
and belong to our own community.
Instruction in music is the new feature in our educational
system. It has had its trial of a year. We are happy in say-
ing that it has exceeded our expectations. Under the care of
our enthusiastic and proficient teacher, Miss Mary F. Duxbury,
the children have acquired a considerable knowledge of music
and a real taste for it.
The singing in the schools has done much to relieve study of
its tediousness, and has exerted a harmonizing and softening in-
fluence upon the children.
A longer trial will, we are confident, show even more clearly
the beneficial workinsjs of this new branch of instruction.
DUNBARTON.— A. J. Hopkins.
THOROUGHNESS.
The one thing that I have dwelt upon in my visits to the dif-
ferent schools has been thoroughness. The true object to be
aimed at in education is not simply to fill the pupils' minds with
facts, but to develop their powers of mind, that they may learn
how to obtain the facts for themselves and be able to make good
use of such facts when obtained. Hence, in the study of arith-
metic, for instance, it is very little education that scholars have
received, even though they may have gone through the book, if,
at the close of the term, they must look into the book, in order
to see the rule and answer, before they can perform a given
example.
DUBLIN.— Henry C. Piper.
CONSTANT vigilance.
But one year of diligence and good behavior is not sufficient
time to contract a controlling habit which shall safely guide the
unavoidably inexperienced through the critical period in the
formation of character. Constant vigilance on the part of teach-
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ers, combined with pure parental precept and example, through
the entire period of school life, will be essential to secure the
best results. It will never be safe to unship the oars for rest
and suffer ourselves to <//•//?, for every parent, committee, and
teacher knows full well that the wind of popular opinion and
the secret currents of social life are often in the wrong direction.
True manhood consists in an inward devotion to great princi-
ples. The youth who has, even but once, cowardly counte-
nanced falsehood, or vice in any form, has so distorted his moral
sense that only years of persistent uprightness and downright-
ness can eradicate the blemish.
TEXT-BOOK AND ORAL INSTRUCTION.
Many teachers, out of their plenitude of knowledge, are able
to add much to the terse collection of facts and illustrations
contained in the text-books. But this sort of instruction should
always be something in addition to, and not a substitute for, the
book. Having assigned a lesson to the young learner, the
teacher, at recitation time, should carefully ascertain whether he
has correctly and methodically " learned his task." If he has,
and his ideas in relation to the matter in hand are just, he
should be commended, and encouraged to go on in his own
course. In this way, he will be induced to exert himself and cul-
tivate self-reliance and originality. If the lesson is imperfectly
understood, and coupled with crude ideas, lead, not carry, the pu-
pil to a proper appreciation of what is to be accomplished, and,
with judicious hints, teach him how to study. To know how to
study is very important, for upon it many things depend,— prog-
ress in learning, the love of books, and habits of intellectual
industr)^ Lessons may be explained at the time of recitation,
but they should mostly be learned previously.
OUR SCHOOL-DISTRICT SYSTEM,— TWO SIDES TO THE QUESTION.
The expenditure of public money for the support of schools
is very large, considering the small number of scholars benefited
in the out-districts. So far as numbers are concerned, four
schools would be entirely sufficient to accommodate all the
scholars in town ; but, if we unite or consolidate the districts, it
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will compel those living remote to travel several miles to enjoy
school privileges, and, in winter or when the weather is inclem-
ent, they would have to be carried to and from school,— quite
costly for those practically concerned. The result of such an
arrangement, then, would be to transfer a portion of the public
expense to individual shoulders, which is unjust. But it may be
said, that the schools would be better, and that scholars living
remote from the school-house might be allowed fees for travel.
Very true. But, in our opinion, this would carry the cost consid-
erably above the present expense, without adding taxes for mov-
ing and refitting school-houses. And who has the wisdom or au-
thority to say how far from school a scholar must live to entitle
him to a free ride to and from the school-house, and whether, in
all cases, the distance shall be reckoned in the road, or, in some
cases, " across lots."
Again, when the number of school-houses in town is dimin-
ished, it will lessen the value of all homesteads unfavorably af-
fected by such change, and more farms will be abandoned, and
the buildings suffered to crumble into dust. Let us not by any
means discourage those who are disposed to inhabit the hills.
Having given this subject much consideration, we have come
to the conclusion that it would be sound policy, which is never
at variance with substantial justice, not to make any material
changes at present.
EAST KINGSTON.— A. R. Brown.
EDUCATION NOT DECLINING.
From the numerous defects and deficiencies existing, many
suppose the young are not so well educated as formerly. This
is not the fact. The scholars of the last five years are not in-
ferior, probably, in acquirements, to those of any other era in
the history of the town.
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EPPING.— H. G. BURNHAM.
IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE.
A report of our schools would be incomplete without a
chiding word to some parents in reference to the irregular at-
tendance of some of our scholars. I am unable to comprehend
the satisfaction it must afford a parent of depriving his child of
the little means of education our common schools furnish. Is it
thoughtlessness or does it yield some degree of pleasure, that so
many of our citizens permit their children to stay away from
school altogether, or attend so irregularly that the benefits of
the school are next to nothing ? It is certainly not the fault of
teachers, for we have^had those who cannot be excelled for a
conscientious discharge of duty, those who have done everything
possible to have their pupils attend regularly. Every means
have been taken to correct this great and growing evil. Written
excuses have been required of parents ; they do not hesitate to
furnish them on the most trivial pretexts. When remonstrated
Avith, it is too cold or too hot, the traveling too muddy or too
dusty, the distance too far or too near ; anything for an excuse.
That person is unworthy the name of a parent who does not im-
prove every opportunity to send his children to school constantly
from the age of six to sixteen. It is impossible to give your
children too good an education. The liberally educated man,
other things being equal, will carry the hod of brick and mortar
much better than the unlearned and illiterate. The wrong you
do your child in allowing him or her to remain out of school
cannot be estimated.
FITZWILLIAM.— John Colby, A. R. Gleason.
ECONOMY,
We should appear to be unmindful of the hard times if we
did not say something here upon economy in relation to our
schools. We believe in economy, and that we cannot wisely
neglect its lessons at the present time. But let us follow a true
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and not a false economy. The lessons of a true economy may
find expression, "we think, in two statements :—
1. We cannot afford not to provide good school privileges for
our children and youth. This is true not only here, but it is
true in every town in the state, and in every state in the Union.
It is less expensive to educate than to repair the wastes of igno-
rance and vice. To cut down the tax for good schools is a
sure way to prepare long tax-bills for ourselves or some other
generation, to meet the deficiency. It is an expensive way of
supporting school-houses, by locking their doors against teachers
and scholars for half or two-thirds of the year, though it may,
to some, have the appearance of saving. Good schools furnish
power, capital, and discipline for life's work. And no commu-
nity can afford to lose the difference between the ignorance and
attendant evils occasioned by the locked or neglected school-
house, and well-trained boys and girls. A sad mistake is made
when we think we can afford it. It is not a true economy to
save a few dollars at the loss of the discipline and knowledge
gained in well-conducted schools. In the view of your com-
mittee, it is but a sham under a respectable name.
2. We cannot afford to waste any portion of our appropria-
tion for schools. It is for too high an object to be wasted,
and "money is hard to get." Every dollar of it should be a
helper to our children and youth in obtaining an education. It
is wise to ask ourselves. How can this money be appropriated
so as to give the largest benefit to our scholars ? To be expend-
ing money now in localities where, forty or fifty years ago, there
were large schools, but from which localities the scholars have
removed, is as wise as it would be for our families to continue
to carry their corn for grinding to the spot on the stream where,
forty or fifty years ago, there was a mill, though the mill has
long since disappeared. We are fully persuaded that a wise
economy in the apportionment of school money is next to an
impossibility with the present boundary lines of districts. Your
committee cannot but feel that we are expending money every
year in maintaining that which we should be far better off with-
out. We are not alone in thinking that the " district system,''
that perpetuates these boundaries and robs our children and
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youth of a wise expenditure of the school appropriations, has
lingered too long in our state. It is a hindrance, a burden, and
a loss to our schools. It may be asked, How can we improve
the present situation ? We offer no reply here except to say,
that, when the intelligence of our people is awakened to see the
necessity of a change and to demand it, a way will be opened.
The will shall find a way, — a way for giving better educational
privileges to the young people with the money we appropriate.
FRANCESTOWN.— George D. Epps.
The question whether improvements in methods of education
have kept pace with the marvelous inventions and discoveries
in other departments of labor is at least an open one.
We pride ourselves, as a nation, on leading the world in the
struggle for supremacy as regards labor-saving machinery and
the thousand and one things that tend to accomplish the greatest
results at the least possible outlay of time and muscle.
We claim, and perhaps justly, that nowhere else can be found
more costly school-houses, better-endowed academies and col-
leges, more learned professors, or more experienced teachers
than in our own country.
The educational reports show, also, that the amount of money
expended for schools, the pay of teachers, the length of terms,
and the facilities for culture, generally, are in every way superior
to those of a generation ago.
And yet, with all these admitted advantages, too many of our
children grow up and commence business for themselves, only
to find out, when too late, that they are sadly deficient in many
things that are absolutely essential to success in life.
In the present fierce struggle every-where for place, power,
and position, the training of the school is an important factor,
and, in many cases, a man's failure or success in life can be pre-
dicted with considerable accuracy from a careful observance
of his habits while in the school-room.
This bring us naturally to consider the excellencies, but more
especially the defects, of the present system, and to offer some
suggestion, derived from an observation of the actual condition
3
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of our schools, whereby they may secure better results in the
future.
Co-operation, so much talked of elsewhere, is especially impor-
tant here. Unless parents, teachers, scholars, and committee
work harmoniously and with one common object in view, no
school can achieve the highest success.
The duties of parents in this matter have been so often and
so plainly pointed out, that it would seem needless to again
refer to them, were it not for the fact, that the same evils are
constantly recurring, and that we all need to be as constantly
reminded of our duties and obligations to those who may come
after us. If all our children were trained to habits of obedience
at home, many of the trials and vexations incident to the teach-
er's life would be alleviated. How many parents, after years o£
experience, fail to secure prompt and unquestioning obedience
at home, and yet expect the teacher, often a tyro in her calling,
to secure that result with a whole neighborhood of irrepressibles I
And it is too often the case, that the one who is most conspic-
uous for neglecting his own duties in this respect is the first
to find fault with the constituted authorities in their attempts
to make up his shortcomings, compelling them to devote more
or less time every day to preserving order, whereby the knowl-
edge gained from books is, by just so much, lessened.
But the teacher, we must admit, is the mainspring of the
whole system, by whose tact and skill every thing moves along
harmoniously, where the attainments of every scholar in all
laudable pursuits are truthfully recorded by the sign of addition,
while the sign of subtraction, if used at all, would only indicate
the absence of faults and failures incident to all.
The office of teacher cannot be too highly magnified. Would
that we could always secure the services of those, and those
only, who were "born to rule," or, strictly speaking, born to
teach, that some more efficient system might be devised whereby
the chances of failure should become infinitely small.
To the teacher whose soul is in his work, whose natural abili-
ties have been crowned with a wise experience, there is no such
word as fail. Why should we not make the office honorable and
profitable enough that it may become, oftener than it now does,
the profession of a life-time "i
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FRANKLIN.— E. B. S. Sanborn, David Gilchrist, Isaac N.
Blodgett.
COST PER scholar.— TEXT-BOOKS.
Each scholar in town has cost us this year $14.64. We give
the corresponding cost in some of the leading cities in the United
States :
—
Baltimore, $21.89; Springfield, Mass., $30.39 ; Newark, N, J.,
$19.92 ; state of Massachusetts, $18.87; Boston, $31.40.
The great cost of text-books is a serious burden on parents,
and it has been the endeavor of the committee to make that bur-
den as light as possible. In some cases, it has been deemed
advisable to change text-books, but, in no instance, has a book
been taken from a class while pursuing that study. Books have
been changed only as new classes entered upon a new study, and,
in each case, arrangements have been made to get the books at
introduction rates. In this way, there will soon be a uniform
series of text-books on each subject in the different schools,
instead of the curious mixture formerly existing.
It is worth while for tax-payers to consider whether we in New
Hampshire had not better wake up to the fact, that there is a
way to get books for one-third or one-half the present cost, if we
choose. This method is followed in some cities in Maine and in
many places in Massachusetts, while it is spreading rapidly in
other parts of the country.
Let the school own the books, loaning them to the scholars
till worn out, and then buy new ones of the same series or a
different one, just as seems best. Every book is thus used up,
instead of getting out of date before the next child is of proper
age to use it. In this way Newark, New Jersey, for the past fen
years has supplied books at an average annual cost of less than
seventy cents to each scholar, and Paterson, in the same state,
gets them at one-half price.
There is a movement on foot in some other states that is
worthy the attention of our people. That is the adoption of
some uniform standard for judging of the qualifications of teach-
ers. Under the present system, there is no way for a teacher ta
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prove any particular proficiency or to gain credit for efforts to
improve. The result is, that, in the town of Franklin, teachers
who start in their profession about equal are, at the end, sepa-
rated by as many grades of difference as there are between the
lazy and the ambitious pupils in their own schools. Yet they
get the same or nearly the same pay, and the outside world
knows or cares nothing for the ten or twelve hours' labor of the
one, more than that of the others whose attention is on school
exactly six hours a day.
Some of our teachers are genuine students, and it does not
take long to find it out if you follow a few recitations. Others
are perfectly satisfied if the book says a thing is so, no matter if
the statement has been corrected twenty times since. This lat-
ter kind will be in just the same ruts all their lives, and should
be displaced as soon as better can be found. Teachers must
realize, that to rise in a profession, or even not to disgrace it,
requires continual effort.
" Take no thought for the morrow " was not said for school-
teachers, and no one will discover carelessness in this respect
sooner than a set of bright pupils. The teacher who hears the
same lesson from the same book in the same way, year after
year, is of little more use than a wooden model. Text-books are
-very necessary, but the teacher should know the subject, using
the text-book only as a guide and literally as a text. Again, if
any teacher thinks more preparation of the lesson is a// that is
wanted, it is a great mistake. Reading, wide and thorough,
together with careful study, is the only foundation on which to
build. This takes time, to be sure, but the teacher's time is paid
for with this very thing in view, and those whose time out of
school is frittered away ought not to be surprised if they see
others promoted while they are dropped.
In many states, summer schools of science for teachers have
become a regular institution. These offer peculiar facilities,
from their location at colleges whose laboratories are thus ac-
cessible, and because the teaching is not from books, but from
things, as all true object-teaching should be. While but one of
our teachers hitherto has attended one of these schools, several
have spent their vacations within the past year at other places
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of learning, and one is at the present time attending tlie normal
school at Salem, Mass., to complete an unfinished course of
study. It is greatly to be regretted that few or none of our
teachers are sufficiently well paid to enable them to do this with-
out help from other sources.
Notwithstanding all the drawbacks under which our schools
labor, there is certainly a manifest improvement in their condi-
tion. This is more marked at the end of this, our second year
of the present system, than it was at the end of last year. A
feeling of pride in our schools begins to be evident ; the pupils,
as a rule, have a growing interest in good order and hard study.
Those who enter the high school from the other districts have
lately come better prepared and maintained a better stand in
their classes. The advance in the average scholarship of the
high school is considerable. While the number of those pre-em-
inent above others has probably lessened, the general standard
is much higher and will advance with other grades if the present
system continues. This advance is most plainly shown by the
number of scholars who, finding themselves unable to keep up,
are obliged to leave school entirely rather than enter a lower
class, or else to go out of town to attend some of the numerous
tuition-schools that receive scholars of all grades.
It is worthy of note, that, during the past year, by the efforts
of the scholars of Franklin Falls and the high school and a few
of the teachers, some three hundred dollars have been raised
and invested in books. The books of the old Franklin-academy
library have also been placed in the school library, so that a
respectable beginning has been made towards a library that will
be of great benefit to the schools.
By the liberality of citizens and scholars, a new bell has been
bought and placed in the Franklin-Falls school-house.
GILSUM.— George C. Hubbard.
THE DUTIES OF A PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE.
There are several elements that combine to make a good
school, but I think all will agree that a thoroughly competent
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and faithful teacher is the one most essential ; therefore, to
secure the services of such a teacher is a step of great impor-
tance, if we wish our schools to be successful. It is an impor-
tant point gained when we have selected the right man for
prudential committee, one who will not accept the first applicant
merely because it will save further trouble. We want men in
this position who fully realize the responsibility resting upon
them and are willing to devote time and attention to the dis-
charge of its duties. The needs of his particular school should
be fully considered. Some teachers will do well in one school
when they will totally fail in another. Many are too young
when they engage in teaching ; it needs mature judgment as well
as education.
Many young people blast their prospects as a teacher forever
by undertaking to teach before they are well qualified. Their
success in their first school has much to do with their future
reputation as a teacher. Other things being equal, I think one
who has attended the normal school should have the pref-
erence.
The prudential committee should make it his first business to
secure the services of a teacher of whose qualifications he has
personal knowledge and who has earned a reputation by prac-
tical experience, or else demand recommendations from those
qualified to judge. Having secured the services of a compe-
tent teacher (which you must not expect to do without paying a
reasonable compensation, for a skilled laborer always commands
better pay than a bungler), provide all the help in your power, —
a clean, neat school-room, with suitable tools to keep it so. A room
should be clean, if it is poor and small. The teacher may be a
stranger, you may be the only one with whom she is acquainted
;
if so, take pains to introduce her to the people of the district,
make her feel that she is among friends. Teachers should al-
ways feel that they have the sympathy and support of parents.
We all know how much better we can labor with a cheerful than
a heavy heart.
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GROTON.— John C. Wheat.
GOOD PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEES.
Much credit is due our prudential committees for the good
selection of teachers and the way in which they have spent the
school money. By a little time and attention paid to the hiring
of teachers, the number of school weeks in the whole town have
almost been doubled ; while, in some districts, there has been
more than twice the length of school of last year. This is all
nice ; let the work go on until we shall have as long schools as in
the larger places. We can if we will. Let no one be pruden-
tial committee who will not take the same amount of time and
thought in the selection of a teacher as he would if he was hiring
a person to work for himself, and we shall have more and better
.schools.
HAMPSTEAD.— Caleb Moulton.
Considering that three hundred and eighty-seven persons have
visited our district schools during the past year, it must be con-
ceded that an unusual interest has been taken in the education
of our children.
If a reasonable advance has been made in the right direction,
let every friend of education lend a helping hand, not only to
retain the advantage already gained, but to influence and en-
courage the young to make still more strenuous efforts for greater
success in the future.
It is gratifying to be able to report that the useful and orfia-
inental branches— readi/ig and spelling— have received proper at-
tention ; and writing, too, has not been neglected ; and it is
hoped that these studies in the future will receive the largest
share of the district-school teacher's attention, that a " sure
foundation " may be laid, upon which to build when the pupils
shall be admitted to the high school.
Should any be so unfortunate as to be unable to attend this
school, they will have the benefit of this foundation upon which
to build, as^circumstances may admit, during their whole lives.
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It is unreasonable to expect that,—
" All knowledge, both human and divine,
Which thought can reach or science can define "
can be acquired in our district schools ; therefore, teachers
should look well to those things which are of the most im-
portance.
In educating children, we should never forget the very great
importance of cultivating ihtir physical as well as their mental
and moral faculties.
HANOVER.— J. W. Patterson, F. A. Sherman, D. B.
Currier.
District No. i.
We have expended for school purposes in this district, during
the year, $833.50, and we have had eight schools, two in the
summer and autumn terms, and four in the winter term. There
has been a constant increase in the number of scholars in this
district for several years past. Two years since, the district
was well accommodated with two schools during the winter.
The next winter, our schools swarmed, and we had to provide a
temporary hive for a third school. The last winter, the number
of pupils has risen to one hundred and fifty, and we have added
a fourth school. The large, well-lighted, well-ventilated, and
beautiful school-rooms, furnished in the new and splendid school
building, lately erected through the enlightened and liberal pub-
lic spirit of our people, are likely still further to increase our
numbers from the children who, hitherto, have not attended the
public school. We expected much from this laudable enterprise
of the district, but the results have been better than our antici-
pations. Never before have we witnessed so sudden a trans-
formation in the manners and scholarly habits of pupils. In
passing from the old school-house to the new, the students
seem to have entered a higher sphere of moral life, and to feel
the impulse of stronger intellectual motives. There has been
an obvious effort of the scholars to emulate the good purposes
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of their parents and to make the schools as excellent as the
building to which they have been transferred. We congratulate
the district on the success of the schools under these better
auspices.
HILL.— H. A. Stratton, J. P, Ladd.
FEWER DISTRICTS.
What should be done is to redistrict the town, putting the
nine districts into five or six, building new houses where they
are needed. All can see that this would give better school-
houses and longer schools. Each district would have more
school money, and could hire better teachers than are usually
employed in the small, short schools. It is possible to do this
if the people would awake to their educational interests. Your
committee, in the years past, have advocated something like this,
but, as yet, without effect. We, having been placed in the same
responsible position as they were, feel the same duty which ac-
tuated them impelling us (however trite the subject may be),
to call your attention to the condition of your school-houses,
and the necessity of some change that will raise the standard of
education in this town. Duty to your children and to humanity
at large demand it. Moreover, since the safety and perpetuity
of our republic depend on the education of the masses, it argues
still louder and stronger that you should do your part in help-
ing to dispel ignorance, thereby strengthening the foundation on
which rest the institutions of a free and great nation.
HINSDALE.— W. S. Leonard, m. d., M. C. Dix, m. d.. Rev.
E. Bradford.
CO-OPERATION.
No good cause thrives and flourishes unless all concerned
work together with a singleness of purpose. This is particularly
true in the cause of common-school education. There must be
a unity of action and a cordial understanding between teacher
and parent, and the teacher must be sure to have in the parent
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a firm ally and supporter, or the school loses something of its
power for good, fails in a measure of what it might and should
attain. Do our parents co-operate with the teachers? We
fear not, in many instances.
Parents are too apt to become prejudiced against a teacher of
whom they really know nothing, on account of some real or fan-
cied grievance of their children. They want good order pre-
served, improper conduct rebuked, and Mr. So-and-so's children
made to " walk the crack," but, when it comes home to their own
household, why that's an entirely different thing. Now, it is an
axiom, that every teacher is presumed to be /;/ the right until
proved to be in the wrong, in those matters which pertain to dis-
cipline, government, and scholarship ; and, in nine cases out of
ten, if parents would go directly to the teacher, have an under-
standing of the case, it would be found that the teacher was
right and the child wrong. Nothing ties the hands and cripples
the labors of an earnest, devoted teacher like a want of co-opera-
tion on the part of parents ; and those districts uniformly have
the best schools where all are united and join hands together
for the public good of the whole.
SCHOOL-HOUSES.
Districts Nos. 4 and 5 having been united, it became neces-
sary to build a new school-house. A fine site was selected, and
a building erected thereon that reflects great credit to the peo-
ple for their liberal provisions and to the building committee
for their careful supervision of the work, also to the workmen
for the thoroughness with which they performed their part. It
is one of the best village school-houses in the state, neatly fin-
ished, and thoroughly furnished in modern style.
Every parent or guardian should consider it of vital impor-
tance, to his own district in particular, to so instill into the minds
of the pupils under his charge those principles of punctuality,
promptness, and persistency in the right, that he, the pupil, will
give to his studies, during the school term, his first and special
attention. To do this requires only a deep interest in the cause
of education, and the authority vested in you by nature.
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Now, it is evident to every thinking mind, that, if the pupil is
allowed to participate in any amusement of an evening that
shall unfit him for his duties in the school-room on the following
day, it is not only detrimental to his course as a student, but
his listlessness and inability to apply himself to his work will
react, more or less, upon the other members of his class. More
yet : when he is allowed, as some have been, to take two or three
days', or even a week's, time to prepare himself for some even-
ing's amusement, and then, after he again enters the school-
room, taking an equal length of time to regain his former posi-
tion, it is thought by your committee that he has taken an undue
advantage of the privilege granting him a certain amount of in-
nocent amusement ; and parents should see to it that such in-
stances are, " like angel visits, few and far between."
HUDSON.— D. O. SiMiTH, James Emery.
WRITING.
It is said, that New-Englanders have become proverbial for
bad penmanship, and that, in this art, we are far behind many
of the semi-civilized nations of the world. The increased and
increasing number of studies in our public schools is, perhaps,
one of the leading causes of the neglect of this branch. But
we should realize that good penmanship is a very desirable ac-
complishment and its value in business life is constantly recog-
nized.
The practice of the art being much neglected in our schools,
we considered it expedient to enjoin it upon all of suitable age
as a daily exercise. The result has been highly satisfactory.
Has there been a similar neglect and backward tendency in the
art of
SPELLING
since the days of the old-fashioned spelling-schools ? As many
of the more advanced classes have made but little progress in
the speller, possibly ten or twelve pages during the term, the
same being repeated each consecutive term, it would seem that
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the question may be answered in the affirmative. Hence teach-
ers have been required to devote more time and attention to the
spelling exercises and the general principles of orthography,
the practice of memorizing the arbitrary definitions or syno-
nyms of the speller having been generally superseded.
JAFFREY.— James H. Little.
TEXT-BOOKS.
One evil which seriously affects the prosperity of our public
schools is the multiplicity of text-books in use. There are at
least five different arithmetics in our schools,— French's; Col-
burn's ; Emerson's ; Eaton's ; Greenleaf's Primary, Intellectual,
Common School, National, and New Practical. In one school
there are five different arithmetics, including the first four men-
tioned above and part of Greenleaf's series. There are three
different text-books on geography; viz., Warren's, Colton's, and
one other. In grammar there are five different books,— Green's,
Tower's, Kerl's, Quackenbos', and Swinton's. This multiplicity
of text-books on one subject necessitates much inconvenience to
scholar and teacher, and, worst of all, increases the number of
classes to the detriment of the whole school. To illustrate : two
scholars studying the same grade of book, each having a text
book by different authors, must practically be a class by himself.
In Warren's geography, if one scholar has a late edition of the
work, and another an earlier edition, there must be two classes in
this case, because of the variation between the old and new edi-
tions. As a rule, scholars do better in a class with others, all
having the same lesson, than if each is alone ; and more time
can be given by the teacher to the illustration of the lesson.
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KEENE.— A. B. Heywood, A, T. Wilder, Elbridge Clarke,
George Tilden, G. A. Wheelock, C. A. Gale, G. C. Hill,
W. W, Hayward, Board of Education.
UNION DISTRICT.
SPELLING.
There is no defect in a man's education that is so mercilessly
criticised and is made so sure a test of scholarship as poor
spelling ; and there is no branch taught in our public schools
which so many fail to acquire as the art of spelling. A large
proportion of our youth come from school without being able to
spell the most common words correctly. While we believe that
the art is a natural gift to the few and that the many find it
almost impossible to acquire it, we also believe that all may be-
come proficient if properly taught at the proper time. A knowl-
edge of spelling should be essentially acquired under the age of
twelve years, while the memory is retentive and easily cultivated.
If a child does not become passably correct in the art before he
reaches that age, he may set himself down as a poor speller for
life. Hence the necessity of great attention being paid to that
branch in the lower grades of our schools. It is astonishing
what can be accomplished in this department by arousing a little
enthusiasm and emulation among the pupils. A few years ago,
a class of colored pupils, averaging nine years of age, from the
primary schools of Providence, R. I., was taken into the Insti-
tute of Instruction, held in that city, and examined in spelling.
Out of seventy-five words, selected from about thirty pages of
Leach's Speller, only one word was misspelled. The following
are fair samples of the words : Fuchsia, mnemotechny, Ecclesi-
astes, cryptogamous, daguerreotype, eleemosynary, impuissance,
vermicelli, pharisaical, syllogism, quintessence, pharmaceutical,
idiosyncrasy, encyclical, eviscerate, seraglio, ipecacuanha, mign-
onette, epicycloid, eschscholtzia. Where is the class in our
primary schools that could compete with that ? Yet, doubtless,
the average talent here is as high as in Providence schools.
The difference is simply in training. We think more attention
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should be paid to the subject, and great care taken in the meth-
od of teaching.
TRUANT OFFICER.
Early in the spring, at the suggestion of the board of educa-
tion, the city government invested our city marshal, Mr. E. R.
Locke, with the authority of truant commissioner, whose prov-
ince it is to investigate any cases of absence from school that
may be referred to him, and report results. Although Mr.
Locke did not enter upon his duties until the commencement of
the summer term, and neither teachers, parents, nor pupils fully
understood the intention or practical bearing of the new office,
yet its effect upon the attendance has been quite marked. The
judicious and courteous manner in which its duties have been
performed has already divested the office of its repellent feat-
ures and placed it on a footing of ever-increasing usefulness.
DEDICATION OF HIGH-SCHOOL BUILDING.
On Monday afternoon, December 4, 1877, the spacious hall of
the high-school building was opened for the first time to the public,
and the dedicatory exercises were held in the presence of a large
and attentive audience. At half-past two o'clock His Honor
Mayor Farrar called the meeting to order, stating, in a brief and
happy manner, the object for which so many of all ages and
classes had assembled.
Keller's American Hymn was then sung by a choir selected
from the high school. Miss Alice J. Davis presiding at the
piano. After the invocation by Rev. G. W. Norris, the follow-
ing introductory address was made by the chairman of the
building committee. Gen. S. G. Griffin : —
ADDRESS OF GEN. S. G. GRIFFIN.
Mr. president, Ladies, and Gentlemen : Some of us who are
present here to-day remember the school-house of the olden
time,— that ancient cabin, with its ample chimney and its spa-
cious fire-place that aided so materially in consuming the forests
that once covered this whole country,— where plenty of fresh
air was allowed to come in through the cracks and open joints
of the rough finish, and go roaring up the broad chimney with a
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heat sufficient to materially raise the temperature in all the region
round about ; and, though the faces of the scholars might burn
in the glow of that furious fire, their backs were never warmed
unless it was done by the master or when it came their turn to
"go to the fire " and warm the cold side.
In those schools they had at least this one advantage,— plenty
of fresh air, the purest and best that nature provided. They
were also able to have less of form and routine and more free-
dom of thought and individuality. And many thoughtful men
have given it as their opinion that the New-England school of
that olden time was superior, as a school of character and ability,
to the same institution of to-day ; and William M. Evarts, of
New York, and Wendell Phillips have said the same thing with-
in the last three weeks.
However that may be, the discomforts of those old school-
houses induced our people years ago to adopt what was then
believed to be an improvement. They closed up the cracks of
the building, clapboarding the walls without and plastering them
within, carefully excluding every particle of the cold, fresh air,
warming that within the room with stoves, and breathing it
over and over again, with its accumulations of insensible per-
spiration, until it was so thick it could scarcely be breathed at all
and became an absolute and deadly poison ; where teachers and
scholars suffered from headache and languor and dullness
;
where teaching, instead of being a pleasure, as it ought to be,
became an irksome and disagreeable task ; and where scholars
grew dull and stupid, instead of coming out bright and happy
and frolicsome, as they should do.
Do you say this is overdrawn and that our schools have
been a success and have turned out a multitude of fine
scholars ?
It is true, the horse poorly fed and badly groomed may, if
the lash be well laid on, be goaded along the road at tolerable
speed, but it is not like the rampant steed, the fire of whose
vital energy creates within him a desire to strike out at a ten-
mile pace.
And our scholars may have done very well, considering the
feed their brains have had, but I verily believe those scholars
would have grown up to be nobler men and women, with
healthier bodies, brighter intellects, and grander characters, if
their blood had not been poisoned with vitiated air, and their
brains fed with blood thus poisoned.
The people of Union school-district in this city became so
thoroughly convinced that their school-houses were not what
they should be that they determined to build one that should
at least be an improvement upon the old ones.
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They had taken the old academy building, by legal process,
for the use of the high school, but had found it not altogether
suitable even for that purpose. More and better school-rooms
were needed also for the lower grades ; and, after much discus-
sion of the whole subject and of the various plans proposed,
it was finally voted, at a legal meeting held on the eleventh of
May, 1875, to erect a high-school building on the old academy lot,
in accordance with plans presented by S. S. Woodcock, Esq.,
architect, of Boston, with such modifications as the committee
might find it necessary to make.
An appropriation of fifty thousand dollars was made for that
purpose ; and a committee of one from each ward, consisting of
S. G. Griffin, John Humphrey, James L. Bolster, Daniel H.
Sawyer, and Caleb Buffum, was chosen to carry out the work.
After a minute description of the building. Gen. Griffin closed
his remarks as follows : —
As a whole, we trust the building will be highly satisfactory
for the purposes for which it is intended. It has been the aim of
the building committee to make it so, and we have the satisfac-
tion of believing that it is an excellent building in every particu-
ular,— substantial, convenient, furnished with almost every use-
ful or desirable appliance, thoroughly lighted, warmed, and ven-
tilated, and beautiful within and without.
And now, Mr. Chairman of the board of education, in behalf
of the building committee, I deliver the keys to you, and place
the care and control of the building in your hands for school
purposes, trusting, that, in the hands of your committee, it will
be used for the highest and noblest purposes of education.
Upon receiving the keys. Rev. Dr. W. H. Eaton, chairman of
the board of education, responded as follows : —
ADDRESS OF REV. DR. EATON.
J/r. Mayor, and Mr. Chairman of the Building Committee : In
accepting these keys, I acknowledge the proper transfer of au-
thority over this beautiful and commodious edifice for school pur-
poses, from the building committee to the board of education.
It was put into your hands by this district when the only visible
existence it had was on paper. You were chosen as the five
honest and wise men, to tear down the old and to build up the new
with an appropriation of $50,000. Some scouted at the idea of
putting up a house of this design and size for the amount voted
by the district. Others were exceedingly incredulous upon the
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same point. And many said, Though we have voted only
$50,000, we shall have to pay from $60,000 to $75,000.
We do not forget, Mr. Chairman, that it was at the end of a
long and closely contested battle on the question whether there
should be a new high-school building erected or not in this de-
cennial period, and at the begin/wig of an enterprise upon the
cost of which so much doubt was cast, that you and your asso-
ciates undertook the work which you have so happily and satis-
factorily completed. Your report just made shows what a pru-
dent outlay can accomplish under the management of prudent
and skillful men. As the official organ of the board of educa-
tion, under whose representative power this building is now
placed, I wish to thank you, sir, for the wisdom and fidelity with
which you have discharged your duty, sometimes, I have no doubt,
very trying, and always pervaded with care. You deserve, and will
doubtless receive, what you have not sought, the honor and ap-
plauding gratitude of every family in the district. The times, so
'oppressive to so}?ie, have aided you. Mr. Buss, who took the job,
figured lower than his competitors, for which he should have his
meed of praise. Mr. Snow, the sub-contractor for the carpen-
ter work, has shown thoroughness and skill on all the wood-
work of this building. We accept the house from your hands,
gentlemen, thanking you and all who have worked under you for
the part you have performed in giving to us this handsome
and imposing edifice, upon which this community will look, if
Providence jDreserves it, with an honest pride for many years to
come.
Afr. Principal of the High School : By the construction of
this Union district, the authority over its schools and school
buildings is vested in a board of education. This board, of
course, holds all the keys of the district, and loans them, by the
term, each to the person chosen for the purpose. As principal
of the high school, Mr. Powell, you are the proper custodian of
the keys of this house, accountable for all which they symbolize,
to the body from which you receive them. As president of the
board, I now transmit them to you. May you use them for the
highest and best interests of the youth who shall be under your
tuition, in harmony with all your assistant teachers, with faith-
fulness to your employers, and with honor to yourself.
I congratulate you and your associates upon the happy change
in your school-rooms. Everything here is new and beautiful.
All the rooms are commodious and well ventilated. The chil-
dren can breathe easily and study hard without the sensation of
dullness or of pain. We trust that the attractiveness and free-
dom of the building will be a happy emblem of the liberal cul-
ture which every mind may receive that seeks to be educated
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within these walls. Education is not only storing the mind with
new and quickening thoughts, but the bringing-out of those
thoughts in appropriate language. It is not so much the com-
munication of knowledge as the discipline of intellect, the es-
tablishment of sound principles, and the regulation of the heart,
together with the modulation of the voice.
A free public-school system for all children of a proper age is
an American idea. It was started by the early colonists of this
country as an efficient handmaid of that religion whose text-book
is the Bible. The faith that rests on the Scriptures covets the
light, fearing the darkness as the resort of evil. When at the
Centennial Exposition, I saw, in the Woman's Pavilion, a simple
motto, beautifully wrought in needle-work. I wish that it might
be imprinted on every mind belonging to this school. It was
this, Scientia z'e?-a ciwi fide pura, — a true science with a pure
faith. A perverted faith, if it has not sometimes discarded
learning altogether, has often been found wedded to ignorance
and superstition. A false science, if it has not sometimes sought
to dethrone the true God and set up one of its own manufact-
ure, has often cast a sneer and a slur upon that faith which is
supported by the Holy Scriptures. True science, however, does
not inflate our pride or vanity, does not make us irreligious or
profane.
" Let knowledge grow from more to more,
But more of reverence in us dwell."
So a pure faith does not shrink from investigation, but covets
honest and profound research, and strengthens itself in the light
of every new revelation, whether it comes from the stratified
earth or from the rolling spheres. Science and faith, in their
broadest and truest sense, look through nature up to nature's
God. May this house, in all its departments, be dedicated and
ever held sacred to the cultivation of true science in its normal
and vital connection with z pure faith.
Mr. James Powell, principal of the high school, to whose care
the keys of the building were committed, accepted the trust in
the following language :—
ADDRESS OF JAMES POWELL, A. B.
Mr. Chairman : I am profoundly sensible of the responsibili-
ties which these keys symbolize. No man, to-day, has touched
them with the feelings that I do at this moment. When I think,
that within the walls of this beautiful edifice there are to be as-
sembled, from time to time, for public instruction, over three
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hundred pupils, and consider for a moment the mighty influences
which they are to exert when they shall assume the places we
now hold, I am led to ask, who alone is equal to such a work ?
I accept, sir, the trust with thanks, hoping, that, while the sons
and daughters of Keene are placed under our charge, nothing
will be found wanting which would tend to their physical, moral,
and intellectual advancement.
But the perfection of a true education cannot be accomplished
by 7is alone.
You, parents and friends, have a work to perform. It is not
enough that you do your duty at home
;
your presence is needed
in the school-room. Teachers and committee can do but little
while you stand in the background, looking on. You must come
to th.t frofit ; witness iox yourselves, by frequent visitations to the
school-room, the work which is being done for your children
the work which is being done by them. Consider it well, with refer-
ence to quality and quantity ; weigh carefully the interest the
teacher manifests for her charge ; then ask if you can afford to de-
prive your child of a sing/e day's schooling, thereby doubling her
work and that of her instructor. See to it, my friends, while
you have these blessed privileges of preparing those under your
charge for the great work of life, that not one of them be lost.
You have done nobly in giving to your children this handsome
building. T/iey have much to be thankful for
;
you have a right
to expect much of them in return. " Education is but a debt
due from the present to future generations." May these children
not forget it, but, in their turn, do even more for the future gen-
erations than you have done for them.
At the close of Mr. Powell's remarks, another hymn was sung
by the school, followed by a fervent dedicatory prayer by Rev.
Cyrus Richardson, An oration was then delivered by Rev. G.
W. Brown, rector of St. James church, of which the following
is an abstract :—
ORATION OF REV. G. W. BROWN.
Mr. /'resident, and Fellow-citizens : I thank you for the honor
conferred upon me to-day. When I accepted your invitation, it
was with the hope that I might bs able to give you an address,
in some respects at least, -worthy of the occasion. Parochial
duties, ill health, and other circumstances have prevented my
making such preparation as the hour demands. The day is
worthy of a well-studied, classical oration, and I am obliged to
come before you with a few half-digested, poorly expressed
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thoughts, such as I could gather during the hours of last night.
I therefore ask your indulgence and attention for a few minutes.
The year 1876 will indeed be an ever memorable year, not
only in the history of this country, but in the history of this
quiet, rural city. This is an era in the educational interests of
this community. Coming generations will look back with satisfac-
tion and pride to this day. Ah ! the generations long since passed
away now mingle with us and rejoice in this great success. I
see them, in imagination, coming in at the doors and looking in
at the windows to smile upon us with approval and to unite
with us in these services of dedication. Many an honored one
will be here. As I came up the steps I could almost feel the
hand of the venerable Dr. Barstow on my shoulder ; and, as he
looks about upon this scene, I hear him exclaim, in his peculiar
and classic way, Quam jriutatum f Qua?fi gloriosum ! He ever re-
joiced at such advancement in all that pertains to the interest
of the rising generation. All honor to his memory ! Peace to
his ashes ! Rest to his soul
!
We miss from this assembly our highly esteemed and honored
friends, Rev. and Mrs. William O. White ; and yet, if they
know of this service, I am sure they are with us in spirit. They
may be dwelling in the classic shades of Oxford, in old En-
land, or thoughtfully resting in Westminster Abbey, but I know
they send greetings to this assembly.
This is, indeed, an occasion of no ordinary interest. The
building does honor to those under whose supervision it has
been erected, as well as to the hands that have brought it to
such glorious completion. Long may it stand ! and, under its
sheltering roof, may thousands be trained to all that is manly
and pure, humane and generous !
We no^v dedicate this goodly structure to the purposes of
physical, intellectual, moral, and religious education, — religious
in the broad sense of the word ; sectarianism must have no part
in this work, no lodging-place within these walls. Physical edu-
cation is of the first importance. Through the body alone, mind
can hold communion with mind or influence matter. Therefore,
however great resources the mind may possess, all must work
through the physical powers. If these be weak, the whole is
weak ; for, like a chain, the whole is not stronger than its weak-
est part. The criminal neglect which prevails almost universally
in relation to this department of education is fast reducing us
to a debilitated race. Young ladies, especially, graduate from
our schools, by scores and hundreds, to be a burden of care and
anxiety for a time to their parents and friends, and then sink
into a premature grave. Parents, as well as teachers, are not
sufficiently awake to the importance of this subject. The
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same laws must be observed in ^/lis as in other branches of ed-
ucation. Exercise is the only means of developing any power,
physical, intellectual, or moral ; but, if no enjoyment is derived
from exercise, it will almost invariably be neglected. This being
true, moral and refined amusements should be provided, some-
thing which may, in every sense of the word, be called play.
Pleasant and graceful exercise should make a part of every
day's routine. Therefore, in all our schools there should be, if
possible, a well-ordered gymnasium.
Intellectual education is gained, not by receiving, but by ac-
quiring, knowledge. The struggle after knowledge exercises the
mental powers, and this exercise develops them and gives them
strength. The mind is not, says one, a dish to be filled, nor a
mineral to be sharpened and brightened, but a living thing to
be fed and exercised, to grow and gain strength. The educator
is not, therefore, to look primarily to the deposit which a science
may leave in the mind, but to the wholesome nourishment and
pleasant, healthful exercise it is suited to afford. The intellect-
ual powers may, for the purposes of education, be ranked into
three classes, styled the perceptive, the reflective, and the expres-
sive powers. The first seize upon truths as they exist in nature
by simple observation. The second deduce conclusions from
simple truths or from premises derived from them by a process
of reasoning. The third take the results of the first and second
and communicate them to others in the tangible structure of
language. The true science of teaching, therefore, consists in
selecting such studies as will afford appropriate food and exer-
cise for these three sets of powers. It is very plain, that natural
sciences are suited to the wants of the first, mathematics and the
philosophies to the wants of the second, and language, in its
widest signification, to the wants of the third. Hence, in order
to preserve a proper balance in the mental powers, studies
should be taken in these three departments of science. Be-
cause a scholar can excel in mathematics, it does not follow, that
he or she should pay especial attention to that branch, but often
the very opposite ; so, on the other hand, because the scholar
does not excel in grammar or in some ancient or fnodern language,
it by no means follows, that this branch should be neglected, but,
rather, that it has been neglected, and, for a time at least, should
have special attention, in order to restore harmony and balance.
It is true, I believe, that physical education may be perfect,
so that every organ of the body will be strong and health)^, and,
in addition, the intellectual training thorough, so that every
power will be beautifully adjusted as to proportion and extent
of culture, and still the course of education will be incomplete.
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There are emotional forces lying deeper in the nature, which
always direct the physical and intellectual powers to expend
their energies upon worthy or unworthy objects. The develop-
ing and tempering of these emotional forces and the subjecting
of them to the control of the conscience and moral obligation
constitute moral education. The design of the moral powers
was undoubtedly to constitute man a being capable of self-gov-
ernment. Children must be kept under specific rules until
their moral judgment is sufficiently developed to guide them,
but it is the part of every parent and teacher to take off these
outside restraints just as fast as the moral powers can be edu-
cated so as to produce in the actions of the child the same
results. If the child, as he advances to youth and mature years,
is never thrown upon his own moral responsibility, but is kept
hedged in by outside restraints, no opportunity is afforded for
the self-controlling powers to be exercised and thereby strength-
ened. When such an one steps out into active life, away from
the controlling power without and having no self-controlling
power within, if his emotions are strong, his ruin is inevitable.
Discipline in our schools should be planned with a view to moral
education ; a few brief and inflexible rules should be laid down,
but they should be only such as are necessary to prevent the in-
dividual members of a school from interfering with each other
in their regular round of duties. The rules are designed to be
rather voluntary concessions than arbitrary restraints. Each
scholar should be impressed with his or her responsibility to
comply with them. What a happy change has come over us in
this matter of discipline ! Once it was thought necessary to
punish in our schools in the severest manner, and the old school-
master would so wisely quote the words of Solomon to prove his
position in the rigor of the school-room. Because he said,
" Thou shalt beat him and shalt deliver his soul from hell," we
have been beating children ever since. We forget that the Book
of Proverbs is a book of metaphors ; we have given a literal
meaning to language that is merely metaphorical. The true
teaching in this matter of discipline is, exercise your rightful
authority over a child as its parent or teacher. See that he sub-
mits ; if necessary, punish him.
But I must stop. Before I do so, allow me to congratulate
the teachers and scholars who are now to occupy the different
rooms in this substantial and well-appointed house. You have
here all you can desire, as far as the building is concerned. Let
me express the hope that you will soon be provided with all the
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apparatus needed for the successful teaching and learning of
those branches of knowledge that come within your province.
Parents may also be congratulated, that they need no longer
send their children into ill-ventilated, over-heated school-rooms,
but, while they drink from the fountain of useful knowledge,
they may also breathe the pure air of heaven.
Contrast this graceful, substantial structure with the school-
house of olden time. What advancement has been made ! Why
nof advance in this, as in other things ? Some say this is ex-
travagance ; a plainer building, with four square walls, four win-
dows, and one door, painted red, is all we need. Such talk is
evidence of narrow views, not consistent with our progress in
science and all useful learning. The school of to-day is by no
means the school of fifty years ago. In the old school-house on
the hill, our fathers were taught to read, write, cipher, and spell;
now the sciences spread their wings over our public schools, seek-
ing admittance. Their cry is, " Give room that we may dwell."
Our aim should ever be perfection. See how everything great
and good on earth has grown out of this. Why do men now-
live in such comfortable dwellings ? Because they were not sat-
isfied with a cave in the ground or a rude fabric above it. They
aimed at perfection, till the lowliest of our dwellings surpass
those once occupied by kings and princes. Why that proud
monument of architectural skill, careering swiftly between con-
tinents, through the waste of waters?
Because men were not satisfied with the creaking raft, slowly
pushed upon the quiet stream, or with the timid boat that crept
along the coast, but pressed on to perfection, till they came to
•span the breadth of the seas, almost with the punctuality of the
revolutions of the globe. Behold, there, a pale student, bending
in tedious toil over a manuscript which he is transcribing upon
parchment, by a process so expensively long and laborious that
a few books exhaust a fortune. But progress is made
;
perfec-
tion is aimed at ; and now the Bible, the great fountain of light
and knowledge, the telescope revealing the glories of the upper
•world, is printed as in a moment, and the shelf of the poor man
is filled with books that would once have excited the envy of
monarchs. Shall we then be satisfied with the school-houses of
fifty or a hundred years ago ? No ! We will make them as
beautiful, as convenient, as substantial as the age demands.
They are in some sense the homes of our children ; many of
their best days are passed there. We will, therefore, give them
such school-rooms as will be conducive to health, learning, and
pleasant memories.
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At the close of his address, Dr. Brown read the following
original hymn, written for the occasion by Mrs. A. B. Heywood,
and sung by a male quartette, composed of Messrs. Doolittle,
Heywood, Bennett, and Sawyer, Mrs. L. C. Doolittle presiding
at the piano : —
DEDICATORY HYMN.
COMPOSED BY MRS. A. B. HEYWOOD.
Ere the sunset light has faded
Of this glad centennial year,
Though its lingering rays are shaded,
Joyfully we gather here.
Laus Deo sing, the chorus ring
;
The deed is done, the victory won.
Worthy of this era golden
Is the structure we have reared
;
While from out the ruins olden
Phenix-like it has appeared.
Laus Deo, etc.
May our youth, these halls adorning.
Here a firm foundation build.
And the hours of life's bright morning;
With the noblest deeds be filled.
Laus Deo, etc.
Searching for those hidden treasures
Knowledge only can unseal.
May they taste the choicest pleasures
That true culture can reveal.
Laus Deo, etc.
From the book of Nature reading.
While fair Autumn turns the leaves.
They shall reap, each lesson heeding.
Harvests full of golden sheaves.
Laus Deo, etc.
When life's lessons all are ended,
And we reach the heavenly shore, ^
There, by angel guides attended.
Praise be ours forever more.
Laus Deo sing, the chorus ring;
Our task is done, the victory won.
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The doxology was then sung by the audience, and a benedic-
tion by Rev. J. A. Leach closed the exercises of a day long to
be remembered with pride by the people of Keene.
KENSINGTON.— Joseph W. Brown.
LOOK OUT FOR GOOD TEACHERS.
The state superintendent of schools sends out ninety written
questions for teachers and town committees to answer, making
it very important that the law be carried out, " That no teacher
be paid until registers are returned to the town committee, prop-
erly filled out, and receipt given." District committees should
hire only such teachers as they know to be good and suitable for
their schools, as examinations by the town committee only test
the power of memory to hold knowledge. They cannot test the
ability to control, ability to teach, nor can they indicate the de-
gree of intellectual and moral power which can be exerted, any
one of which is far more important in teaching than knowledge.
To hire good teachers is the most important suggestion the
committee can make, in view of the present state of our schools
;
as, if matters should go on from bad to worse, in the way we
have seen of late, about the only qualification the teacher will
need will be to know how to use a shot-gim to good effect on
both scholars and parents. Or, to qualify the remark some-
what, as the old commodore said when he hung some of his
men to the yard-arm, " Pirates must be hung, wet or dry," so
conspirators, insubordinates, their aiders, abettors, and sympa-
thizers should receive from an indignant community the most
summary judgment, the deepest execration, the greatest penalty
that can be inflicted.
LANDAFF.— Luella Clark.
SPELLING.
What a deplorable lack in one's education is shown by one's
inability to spell correctly the words one wishes to use in writ-
ing ! Yet, what countless numbers of common words are con-
tinually misspelled by adults, in letters, in business documents,
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indeed every-where ! Interested and earnest teachers may do
much to remedy this evil, but parents can do far more.
What father or mother cannot find time to give a child a writ-
ten or oral exercise in spelling each day ? Ask the child to
spell the words he uses, all sorts of common words, names of
objects in which he is interested, new terms, which, as he grows
older, enter into his vocabulary, and you will be surprised, if
you have never tried this method, to see the exceeding interest
taken by your children in this exercise and the ease with which
the puzzling orthography of our language will be gradually mas-
tered.
LEE.— B. F. Davis.
THE PRACTICAL NEEDED.
Stuffing of book knowledge that will never be digested is not
an education for the present day by any means. We are too
practical as a nation, and our requirements are too practical, to
allow of that. A scholar may be able to work every problem in
Greenleaf, and yet be a perfect dunce in applying his arith-
metic to the questions arising in every-day life. We have re-
peatedly found it to be the case with scholars who thought
they were good in arithmetic.
The boy or girl who has learned to think, and can solve ques-
tions readily which are not given in the book, seldom requires
help. More especially would we suggest that this be applied to
our common rules of business. It is applicable to all our studies,
and especially so to grammar, from the fact that the boy or girl
who always hears good language will seldom fail to use it, al-
though they may not have studied grammar from a text-book.
We make these suggestions not that we may in any way dis-
courage the use of books, for they are necessary ; but what we
seem to want is a practical application, and not to let the golden
precepts given in them lie dormant. In short, our first need is
thorough, practical, live teachers who understand their business j
and, having secured such, the whole and undivided support of
the parent and guardians is required in the encouragement of
the children in the pursuit of their studies, in requiring obe-
dience to all wholesome rules and regulations, in enforcing
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prompt and regular attendance, in requiring proper respect for
the teacher ; and, if the children spend a part of the evening in
preparing the lessons for the ensuing day, their advancement
will be very much greater.
LONDONDERRY. — John Dickey.
CLASSIFICATION, TRUE.
Formerly, in classifying the school, it was customary to arrange
all who studied a certain text-book in one, or at most two classes,
without much regard to ability or advancement, and the young
man or young woman of twenty who had studied the contents of
the first part of the book for the last five years in succession
was very likely to be classed with the lad of twelve who was
then just beginning to learn the first principles, all invariably
commencing with the first question in the book. The evils of
this course are palpable, retarding as it did the older and more
advanced scholars and preventing them in many instances from
gaining that knowledge of the latter part of their text-books
which they ought to have been able to secure. This policy is at
present materially changed. Members of the school are classed
more according to their rank as scholars, and permitted to com-
mence in their text-books at that point to which they had pre-
viously learned. As a general principle, this can be only com-
mended, but it is liable to abuse, and, unless teachers exercise a
good degree of care and circumspection, they will be led by the
whims and false ambition of their pupils to multiply classes to
that extent that it will be utterly impossible to do justice to each
or to any without the neglect of others. It is better that a few
scholars should sacrifice a little than to allow the whole school to
suffer. Better let a scholar take up occasionally a part or all
of what he had learned before than to add to the already bur-
densome number of classes.
EVILS OF IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE.
It seems scarcely credible, that nearly four thousand days of
schooling should have been lost the past year on account of ab-
sences, an average of about thirteen days to each of the three
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hundred and one who are allowed to be reckoned as scholars.
A portion of these being perfect in attendance, of course a large
share of the remainder must suffer still more than is indicated
by this calculation. It is fair to presume that a considerable
portion of the absenteeism may be properly chargeable to sick-
ness and other reasonable causes, but who will say that more
than half does not come from sheer negligence, for which no de-
cent apology can be made ? Can the youth of Londonderry af-
ford such a loss ? Can the community afford it ? Will parents
make any effort to diminish it in the future .'' They have here
an excellent opportunity to institute a great reform of which
they alone must be the instruments. Their children will never
reap the proper benefit of the school unless they accept what is
given them, and they will hardly be expected to comprehend the
worth of punctuality while the parents are totally indifferent.
Our schools can never come up to the point of their highest use-
fulness until this fearful loss is somehow overcome. It is not
more money that they essentially need, but a careful stoppage of
such leaks as that above named, and others, of perhaps equal
magnitude, over which parents and citizens have direct control,
thus economizing and using to the very best advantage the
means we now have.
MADBURY. — Lydia Jenkins.
Many a boy, when attending school, thinks to himself some-
thing like this : " I am going to be a farmer, and what need
will I have of what I get out of these books ? There is no neces-
sity of applying myself to them, as I should, if I was going into
some other business." But alas ! we very often hear such a per-
son say, when more advanced in years, " I wish that I had my
life to live over again ; I would know more than I do now."
There is no station in life, however humble it may be, in which
some book-learning is not requisite, for us to fill that place as it
should be filled.
Education not only allures us from the low and vicious things
of this world, but it is a ladder, by which, step by step, we may
mount up higher into a nobler and purer atmosphere. To be
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sure, there are some who do not use this to a good advantage,
but those we will pass over, as exceptions to the general rule.
Although Madbury may be regarded by some of our cities as
an insignificant little town, yet I think that there are scholars
in our schools at the present time who would compare favorably
with any whom they may choose to produce, of the same age.
And I hope that these scholars, one and all, cheered and encour-
aged by the parents, will persevere until they attain the top of
the hill of knowledge, where they may stand as bright and shin-
ing stars, an honor to the town which they represent.
MANCHESTER. —6"^/^^/ Committee : John L. Kelly {Mayor),
Chainnan ex officio ; Marshall P. Hall, Clerk ; William E.
Buck, Superintendent of Public Instruction.
THE PURPOSE OF THE COMMON SCHOOL.
Our system aims not so much to aid the coming man and
woman to earn their living or to keep house prudently as to
promote the intelligence, good order, happiness, and prosperity
of the new communities. It is not practicable to fit pupils for
the acquisition of wealth. If one has it in him to become a
millionaire, he does not need an education. Literary or scien-
tific tastes might be greatly in his way. Few have the genius of
acquisition. The many need the habits of systematic industry
and quick observation, the ready subordination to wholesome
law, the versatility of mental operation, the democratic spirit
which regular and judicious training in the common school
tends to foster. What has caused the proverbial acuteness, in-
genuity, and " faculty " of the Yankee .'' The varied study and
energetic administration of the public school for generations
;
and the more systematic these, the more efficient.
We are aware of a delusion into which some fall, who com-
plain that our schools are impracticable because they do not
turn out fully qualified mechanics. They are not schools of
technology, which would necessarily involve a large outlay, and
attempt what parents themselves and the various trades ought
to do. The schools cannot and ought not to relieve parents of
all parental responsibility. They can prepare youth for the
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greatly varied employments of maturer life : they will not find
it practicable to teach those employments. The course of study
in our schools inferior to the high school ought to be easily
completed by the age of fourteen or fifteen, when the graduate
is young enough to learn money-making and when he is even
not yet able to choose wisely his life-work. Our system yields
its satisfactory practical result, if pupils who show a reason-
able degree of faithfulness are ready for the first principles
of whatever employment may be chosen by or for them, at the
same time that they shall not be the slaves of their first choice.
For the rest, a higher result ought to be anticipated, in the
broadening views, the better aims, the quickened intelligence,
of the youth of our city.
COURSE OF STUDY.
After careful deliberation and provisional experiment, we have
modified our course of study throughout. In so doing, we have
sought to make more definite the work of the primary schools.
We hope for more thorough teaching and drill, so that pupils
who do not continue the course may learn something well. It
is not possible to overestimate the importance of these schools
and the work required to be done in them. In them is laid the
foundation of the great superstructure of knowledge. According
to the soundness and solidity of the foundation are the sound-
ness and firmness of the building. In these schools, it is in-
tended that there shall be completed all operations with num-
bers of three places,— addition, subtraction, multiplication, and
division ; orthography of words in common use ; writing with
pencils ; reading, according to the capacity of the pupils ; geog-
raphy, orally, in its elements ; drawing of geometric forms
;
music in its elements ; with object-lessons, for the culture of
habits of observation. If our teachers are judicious and faith-
ful, they cannot fail not only to impart such a fund of useful
information as the pupil can entertain, but to suitably prepare
him, after three years' drill in the primary schools, for advance,
ment to the next grade,— the middle schools.
In the middle schools, all studies are advanced and greater
use made of books, while, in the grammar schools, all ordinary
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branches are completed, history of the United States and book-
keeping being introduced. The whole course is so graded that
it can be accomplished by the average mind without difficulty,
and no study is required out of school, nor is any necessary for
the work of these schools, save an occasional composition or
piece for declamation. Even in school but little time is required
for study ; in the middle and primary schools, not over two
hours, and not over two and a quarter in the grammar schools,
is assigned. The remaining school-hours are devoted to recita-
tion and drill. The course of study is so gradual that this small
allotment of time is found to suffice for the daily purposes of the
school ; and, if pupils are engaged with their books at home, save
regarding the particulars excepted, it is because they choose, and
not because they are required, to be so.
Last year, as reported, a change was made in the course of
study for the high school, which, after experiment, has been
modified. It was the original intent of legislators in providing
for the free high school, as an appendage of the common-school
system, to afford such of the children of the state as might be
able to avail themselves of the opportunity a supplementary
education in higher branches of study, whether in mathematics
or science or language. As to the relative value of such studies,
there are differences of opinion. Whether the community
should establish schools simply to " fit for college " may be
questioned, although the city of Boston has, for more than a
century, maintained such a school, established when its popula-
tion was much smaller than that of Manchester, with beneficent
effect upon its grammar-school system. But, when the school is
established to which this purpose may be incident, with little, if
any, additional expense, it may very properly afford its poor
families this resource for such of their sons as may be disposed
and qualified for college training. Nor need any one fear that
a large share of our youth are seized with a fanatical yearning
after a college education. Of all the attendants of our schools,
only one out of twelve is in the high school, and, of those in
the high school, only fifteen, or one in thirteen, are studying
Greek. Thus only one in one hundred and fifty has taken
Greek, whether with an ultimate view to college or not.
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BREVITY OF PUPILAGE.
A great obstacle to the most desirable success of our schools,
in both intellectual and moral respects, is brevity and irregularity
of attendance. Some act, apparently, upon the fancy that there
is magic in a school-house by which ignorance and dullness are
instantly changed to knowledge and "faculty." Many children
enter school only to leave it before reaching the middle school
;
others, not to reach the grammar school ; others, to leave before
completing the grammar-school course of study. The schools
are greatly afflicted also with absenteeism, several of them
showing in their reports, made upon a too favorable basis, an
average attendance of less than ninety per cent. Yet there are,
no doubt, some who sharply criticise our system as inefficient,
because defect is seen in the knowledge of ordinary branches by
irregular or short-time pupils. Our system cannot work mira-
cles, but it may justly be judged according to the attainments
of those who have attended to the course of study with some
faithfulness and completed it.
MORAL INFLUENCES.
While the rule is retained which provides for the reading of
the Scriptures at the opening of the schools each day, we are
thoroughly united in holding, that it should not be accompanied
with note or comment involving any religious doctrine whatever,
however important it may seem to the teacher. The churches
represent the religious convictions of the community : the state
regards its civil interests. The public schools are the creatures
of the state, and their work is clearly distinct from that of the
churches. They are for secular education ; and such is the
diversity of religious ideas among, the people, and specifically
among the parents of pupils attending the schools, that any at-
tempt in these to urge dogmatics the most sacred is certain to
meet with wide disapproval. Such attempts, however well-
intentioned, would be explicitly condemned by us, and a repeti-
tion would be deemed cause for removal.
But on the principles of righteousness, even of a lofty moral-
ity, we are all agreed ; and these our teachers are enjoined to
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inculcate. We expect them to be enforced by precept and
example ; and, although specific hours are not set apart for the
study of them, throughout all courses of study and in all the
intercourse of teacher and pupil they may and ought to be
illustrated. First of all, the teacher must, himself, of necessity,
be just and pure and truthful and self-controlled and kind.
We know of none who are not so ; but it is well to bear in mind,
as a fundamental fact in education, that the preacher, the
parent, the teacher, must himself be righteous, if he would influ-
ence others to righteousness. A partial teacher or parent can-
not inculcate justice with any power. A disposition to advance
or degrade a pupil, through favoritism or dislike, would readily
be recognized by all pupils as unjust ; and no injunctions to
morality would have influence. He who would make men pure
must himself be pure ; and we trust that our array of teachers
affords no examples of dereliction, even as to the severer moral
virtues.
EVENING SCHOOLS.
Among the most useful appendages of our system are the
evening schools, which aid somewhat those whose needs demand
their labor during the day. The rule limits pupils to those
of sixteen years of age or over ; and it is interesting to see how
many of this class avail themselves of the privilege. We have
found it needful to open, for the present season, not only a
school of about one hundred and fifty in the building on Lowell
street, but also one of twenty-eight in the Center-street school-
house in Piscataquog. The good done in these schools, while it
cannot be commensurate with the influence of more regular
courses in the grammar schools, is incalculable.
PROGRESS.
Judged by results, our schools show marked progress. At the
Philadelphia exposition, the Manchester exhibit won the favor-
able attention of Sir Charles Reed, president of the school
board of London, who classifies it as one of the seven best of
those made by city boards. He specifies, as a peculiar excel-
lence, the proficiency of pupils in orthography,— " the result of
5
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writing under dictation, and careful correction by the pupils."
Our report of last year noted a deficiency in penmanship. Dur-
ing the past eighteen months there has been a marked improve-
ment in all grades.
William E. Buck, Superintendent.
COURSE OF STUDY.
It is always important in every organized system of schools in
which there are several schools of similar grade, that all of the
same grade should be doing the same work at the same time
;
and it is particularly necessary in a city like ours, where so
large a portion of the people move, in the course of their resi-
dence here, from one section of the city to another, in order
that pupils may not be embarrassed and delayed, in completing
the preparatory course of their education, when obliged by
change of residence to go from one school to another of similar
grade. Hence, among the things which needed immediate atten-
tion, I found none more pressing or important than a revision of
the course of study. The course last adopted was published in
1873, and it had become practically useless at the expiration of
Superintendent Edgerly's term of service, on account of the
changes in text-books since the publication of the course. Mr,
Edgerly would have revised the course before the opening of
another school year, had he remained in service. My predeces-
sor, however, coming to the position of superintendent a com-
parative stranger to the real condition of our schools, had need
of the whole of his short term of service, for observation, before
he could feel sure that the changes he might suggest would prove
wise.
The two evils arising from the want of a course of study that
could be followed were the lack of uniformity of work in schools
of the same grade, and, in some instances, failure to do the
work appropriate to the grade. Primary schools could be named
which were attempting the work of the middle-school grade
;
and there were middle schools which were obliged to do
primary-school work, because the work of that grade was not
done in its appropriate place.
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Among other objects that this new course was designed to
secure, are a utilization of time for study of the more practical
portions of certain branches ; the greatest possible liberty, on
the part of teachers, in methods of instruction ; opportunity for
advancing more rapidly than their class those pupils whose
scholarship and age entitle them to such a privilege ; and econ-
'Omy on the part of parents in the purchase of text-books.
PROMOTIONS.
Let all pupils feel and their parents reflect, that the loss of a
promotion or two is better than an advance for which the pupil
is unprepared, even if, as a consequence, he has to leave school
before the work of the grammar grade is completed. In deter-
mining questions of promotion, give the pupil the benefit of the
doubt, but nothing more. More than this is as certain failure
for the pupil as it is for one who cannot swim to attempt to wade
across a deep river : neither can touch bottom. Far better that
the pupil should leave school with the fundamental principles
thoroughly mastered than that he should pass from grade to
grade only to come out superficially trained. The difference is
aptly illustrated in the race of life, in which it not unfrequently
happens that one from the people's college— the common school




The number of schools in town can undoubtedly be dimin-
ished without detriment to the scholars, and thus lessen our ex-
penditures, have longer terms of school, and consequently im-
prove them. All the scholars in districts Nos. 4, 5, and 6 are
less than twenty-five, which would make only a decent school.
There were thirty-nine weeks of school in these districts this
year. If these three districts were consolidated into one and
drew one-half the money they now draw, it would be a decided
improvement. It would give the school nearly twenty weeks, or
two terms of some nine or ten weeks each, and be much pleas-
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anter for the teacher than to be obHged to spend the school-
hours with four or five scholars, as is the case in district No. 6,
We submit these suggestions to the selectmen for their consid-
eration.
MARLOW.— E. A. Jones.
IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE,
The whole question resolves itself into this, that you do not
manifest the interest in your schools you ought. Were you to
send a pupil away from home to attend school, you would expect
that pupil to attend all the exercises of the school. You would
blame the teacher, did he not see to it that such was the case y.
and more, you would make careful inquiries, should you know
school duties were being neglected. Why not take the same in-
terest when the school is within sight of your homes, in your
own district ? Do you ? Do you not do just the opposite ? Are
you not guilty of keeping your children at home during term-
time ? Our registers show it. But the point is not particularly
this that we wish to bring out, rather the permanent injury you-
are imposing upon that pupil in two ways.
First, while out, the class of which he is a member passes-
along ; when he returns, he finds himself several pages behind
;
very soon some question arises depending upon a subject passed
in his absence, he is unable to answer it ; by and by there
is a repetition. When examination arrives, you complain be-
cause your scholars have not made the advancement they ought,
and charge the whole fault to the teacher. The second is still
worse. Every time you keep or allow a pupil from school, you
are giving him the best possible instruction in the art of going
through life in that hap-hazard manner which does everything
when it is convenient. No system is ever acquired nor order
established.
MASON.— Timothy Russell.
At this age of the world, when everything moves by steam^
and electricity, we have no time for fine-spun theories that can-
not be reduced to immediate, practical use. I will, therefore,
call your attention briefly to the condition of our schools, also-
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to some means of future improvement. The best amends we
can make for mistakes of the past is to be more cautious in the
future. The eckication of our children is of more importance
ithan the accumukation of wealth, or any honor that might be
bestowed upon us. Therefore we sliould rise above all selfish
motives and party spirit or strife in this grand work. I will
here say that I think our school committees should be men who
Jiave a personal interest in the schools. I have noticed, that,
where parents show the most interest in schools, and visit them
because they are earnest for the welfare of their children, there
is no great lack of improvement. I believe it is the duty of
parents to acquaint themselves with the situation of the schools
and form acquaintance with the teachers ; then there can be a
united effort for good to the scholars, much of the fault-finding
and grumbling of the present time would be done away, and
harmony and good feeling would prevail instead of the discord-
ant elements we find so often in connection with our schools.
MONT VERNON.— George W. Todd.
MORAL TRAINING.
Parental authority, which, unfortunately, in many cases, now is
only a name, will, of necessity, be a reality. This is the great
need in all our schools to-day. Children who are not governed
at home make the most ungovernable pupils, and, as men, create
the necessity for many of the harsher features of our criminal
laws. If our schools do what may be reasonably required of
4:hem, when aided by hearty and intelligent parental co-operation,
it is not unreasonable to predict a state of society in the not
distant future when want and crime will be almost unknown.
For they will then educate the heart and conscience equally with
the brain ; anything less makes one-sided development and par-
tial success. Hence, to-day, with the ever-multiplying agencies
for mental culture and refinement, we find the brain stimulated
unduly, while the conscience is hardly appealed to. The true
balance of the faculties is not sustained, and the anomaly of
3Tien and women without guiding principles of noble action, yet
sharp and quick-witted in the race for material success, meets us
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at every turn. And hence the columns of newspapers, day by
day and week by week, are filled with accounts of peculations^
embezzlements, defaulters, absconding county treasurers, gamb-
ling bank officials, perjured officers of insurance companies and
of railroad corporations, any and every means taken to gain
wealth and success without honest industry and faithful service^
We too much lack the heroic moral principle of Wilson Barron^
who surrenders his life rather than that a stain should rest upon his
honor, or a loss fall on his employers through his fault. The true
teacher, while urging the pupil forward to higher positions in the-
classes, will never lose sight of the great fact, that it is better to
be good and true than to be smart and knowing, and that knowl-
edge accomplishes its perfect work only when accompanied by"
purity of thought and action, and a spirit of sacrifice which has
learned how great a power results from kindly sympathies, crys-
tallized in acts of unselfishness. Better, far better, a return to
the Bible and spelling-book as our only text-books, with manli-
ness and womanliness, than to master the learning of all the
ages and be devoid of a noble character of heart and soul.
MOULTONBOROUGH. — B. M. Mason.
In the year 1861, seventeen years ago, the whole number of
scholars in this town, reported by teachers, was 474 ; the num-
ber reported the past year, 346 ; decrease in seventeen years^
128. Loss per cent is 27.
From 186 1 to 1869, eight j'ears, the loss was 96. Loss per
cent, 25. From 1869 to 1878, the present year, the decrease is
35. Li 1877, the number of scholars reported was 320 ; the
present year, 346. Gain the last year, 26.
I have gathered the following statistics from the report of the
board of education of the state for 1867 :—
" In seven years following i860, there was an almost continual
and constant decrease of not far from two thousand scholars a
year in the state. The number of scholars reported from all
the towns in the state in the year i860 was 94,576. In 1867,.
seven years later, the number was 77,840 ; making a loss in the
seven years of 16,736."
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The sacred command uttered long ago to multiply and replen-
ish the earth has been sadly unheeded by the parents of this
state in later years. An increase of 26 scholars in this town
the past year gives encouragement that in time we may regain
our former number of scholars.
NORMAL SCHOOLS.
The subject of normal schools appears to be very well settled
in the minds of the people of this state. I believe the state
normal school is judiciously located at Plymouth, and is in suc-
cessful progress under the able management of Professor Am-
brose P. Kelsey and his assistants.
The main object of the school is to train teachers for the pro-
fession of teaching, and, through them, to effect improvement in
the common schools of the state.
Several of our young ladies have availed themselves of the
privileges of the institution.
It is very desirable, that many more of our young people who
intend to make teaching a business should attend this school,
and be taught how to teach others in the most successful man-
ner. This institution is not designed so much to teach the pu-
pils from their text-books as it is to show them tlie best way of
teaching others from these books. This is the distinctive object
of the school. We would advise prudential committees, in their
selection of teachers, to give their preference to those persons
who have received normal-school instruction. By making a dis-
tinction, others will make it an object to seek instruction from
the same worthy institution.
NASHUA.— Hon. Edward Spalding, Chairman; John H,
GooDALE, Ckrk and Superintendent.
The support of public schools by taxation is the recognition
which capital pays to labor. Ignorance does not know what it
stands most in need of and cannot be expected to apply the
right means for its own amelioration. The unthrifty and igno-
rant understand very imperfectly the relation of education to
power and pecuniary ability ; and they are too closely pursued
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by immediate necessities to adopt the far-seeing policy of invest-
ing their small earnings in the education of their children. Cap-
ital is in duty bound, therefore, for its own protection to sustain
a public system of education.
The children of this city are fed and clothed and housed by
the industry of their parents at an annual expense of from one
hundred to three hundred dollars each. The cost of education
in our public schools averages seventeen dollars a year. This
small sum serves to utilize the great sums expended in the sup-
port of the rising generation. The era of childhood is the era
of capitalizing physical and mental force for manhood. Where
there are no schools, the youth lay up a capital of evil propensi-
ties, depraved tastes, and destructive habits. Where the schools
are good, the youth who are trained in them convert into capital
a fund of scientific knowledge, and habits of industry and punc-
tuality. This difference can be measured in dollars and cents,
and seen in the value of real estate as well as in a higher civili-
zation and enlightened enterprise. Statistics in western Europe
and in different sections of this country give conclusive testi-
mony as to the value which education gives to labor. The mere
ability to read, write, and make arithmetical calculations insures
an average of twenty-five to fifty per cent better wages than are
given to illiterate laborers. Education gives inventive power
and productive capacity.
SCOPE OF INSTRUCTION.
The outline of study has been carefully examined by the
school committee during the year. The reforms proposed by
them have been in this direction, that not only the studies pursued
shall be mainly practical, but the daily training shall be adapted
to the industries of our people.
The special committee appointed by the school board to
revise the course of study have directed that the elements of
writing, drawing, and home topography shall be taught from the
first entrance to the school-room ; that penmanship, the geography
and history of our own state and country, the practical rules of
arithmetic, shall be carefully attended to during the grammar
course ; that single-entry book-keeping shall be studied in the
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last year of the grammar school ; and that the natural sciences,
English literature, and the standard authors in our own lan-
guage shall form an important part of the studies of the high
school.
A marked defect in our system of instruction is that the
school work often has little reference to the affairs of common
life. All through the school-days of most pupils, the studies of
the school-room and the topics of thought astir in the outside
world have no affinity. This is a serious error. From the be-
ginning to the end of the course, the instruction in ev^ery branch
of study should be conducted with reference to the thought,
circumstances, and occupations of our people.
IMAINTENANCE OF DISCIPLINE.
There is now, in our public schools, much less of severe physi-
cal punishment than formerly. Rigid treatment is only resorted
to when no other mode of discipline will avail. Activity is the
first law of child life. Upon young children, to inflict severe
penalties for its exercise, when mischievous because undirected,
is an unwelcome and needless task. To direct it in ^^roper chan-
nels is the office of the skillful instructor.
Ordinarily, with a teacher who has the ability to instruct and
the enthusiasm to interest children, little force needs to be ex-
pended on government. It is a few incorrigible pupils, usually
between the ages of ten and fifteen, who compel an enforced obe-
dience. These a teacher of executive tact and talent can, in a
majority of instances, control by other agencies than physical
force. Yet, with the most skillful management, corporal punish-
ment at times becomes unavoidable. Then, while the guilty cul-
prit should be dealt with "more in sorrow than in anger," the
operation should not be a trifling one to the offender. It should
be an event in his history to be remembered.
On this subject of corporal punishment, the views of the par-
ents in this city are so concordant that no discussion is needed.
Yet, for the consideration of the older class of scholars, many of
whom may hereafter be teachers, I present the following conclu-
sions written by one who has had more than thirty years of
practical and successful school work :—
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1. On this corporal-punishment question, facts are better
than theories.
2. Schools have their cliaracter, and what may be done in
one may not do for another.
3. In many minds, the sense of duty is curiously dependent
on a sense of necessity. Hence law must have the sanction of
J>ower.
4. A denial of the right to use corporal punishment is the
most effective means of defeating the effort to govern without it.
5. The true objection is to the abuse^ and not to the use, of
corporal punishment. " The best of God's creatures are grossly
abused," says Luther, "but we do not, therefore, extirpate
them."
6. Some teachers are incapable of using corporal punish-
ment ; they are, then, incapable of the best teaching and gov-
erning. Let the extirpation, then, be applied to the teacher, and
not the discipline.
7. Finally, let faithful theorizers have their say. They may
have their day also. But the world will come around all right
in due time. It listens to fancies, but learns from hard facts.
NEWBURY.— Frank J. Peaslee.
IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE.
The interest manifested by parents in the school year of 1877
has been fully sustained the past year. It is to this interest and
hearty co-operation of parents with teachers that we have in a
great degree to attribute the success of our schools. The more
the harmony in the district and sympathy between parents and
teacher, the more profitable the school. With all good there is
some evil. There yet remains with us an evil of most vital im-
portance, which can and 77iust be eradicated. It is that of keep-
ing children out of school. This is one of the greatest evils that
can be practiced by a parent. You not only wrong yourself and
your children, but you wrong your country and your fellow-men.
'As a general thing, this negligence exists among the poorer of
our inhabitants. These should bear in mind that the common
school is a charitable institution.
Do you say that your more wealthy neighbors do nothing
for you t They offer you equal privileges with themselves.
Many of our largest tax-payers have no benefit of the school,
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save as' it benefits the community. You would wrong these men
should you spurn a proffered gift from them ; yet you are guilty
of a greater wrong if you neglect the privilege of a free school,
for, if those children whom God has entrusted to your care and
who are to stand forth to perform the duties devolving upon
them as citizens of this free country, who are to be pillars of
the nation, are allowed to grow up in ignorance, a fearful load
of guilt will rest upon the parent. Let the coming year find
every child in the school-room, and your homes will be better
for it.
NEW IPSWICH.— J. W. CuMMiNGS.
OUR SCHOOL SYSTEM, CAN IT BE IMPROVED ?
It seems to me it can. The teachers should all be examined
by the committee before they are engaged. As it is now, many
teachers are selected from some distance ; they do not come to
be examined till about time for the term to commence, when a
refusal to grant a certificate occasions delay to the school and
causes the prudential committee much embarrassment, or else the
superintendent is forced to allow an incompetent teacher to go
into the school-room. Then, again, teachers are often chosen
for certain schools who, perhaps, on account of acquaintances
in the district or for some other reason, would not succeed well
in that particular place, but would be well qualified to instruct
in some other school. Supposing the prudential system was
abolished and a committee of three chosen as a board of educa-
tion. They look over the schools, see the class of scholars, and
see the requirements of each school, and they can more easily
select teachers fitted for their places. Also, every teacher would
be examined before they were hired, which would certainly be a
great advantage. This board can easily secure some one in
each district to see to the wood and take care of the school-
house. Then, too, our school-houses should be kept in good
repair ; this should be the case in every instance ; but now
some districts are enterprising enough and interested sufficiently
to take care of the buildings ; others either get into a quarrel
about the matter or take no interest, and so the school-houses
go to decay. If you choose your board, let one of the require-
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nients be that they keep every building in good, substantial
order. The distribution of money, also, is so unequal among
the districts that some schools are forced to have little school-
ing and an inferior teacher for want of funds.
CONSOLIDATION.
Another bad feature of our present system is too many dis-
tricts. We have thirteen schools in town, making an average of
only fourteen and one-half scholars to each school, including all
the scholars over four years of age in the town. These do not
all attend every term, so the number per school, if they were
equally distributed, would not be quite fourteen. It seems a
waste of money to have so many schools for so few scholars.
We raise funds enough to put our schools in good order, but the
sum has to be divided among so many districts that short and
poor schools are the result. I know that it is difhcult to fix the
bounds of districts so that all may be near a school-house, but
if a better and larger school can be had by a little more travel,
it pays well. Certainly we do not need more than ten schools
;
five or six would be better.
NEW HAMPTON. —E. H. Prescott.
Good school-houses are essential, well ventilated, well ar-
ranged, and well furnished with blackboards, with wall-maps
and globes, with all the apparatus necessary to illustrate every
branch of art or science taught. A good supply of the best
text-books is invaluable, and money enough should be expended
to give three terms of twelve weeks each every year. With all
these advantages put into the hands of a teacher without energy
or ambition, the school will be a failure, and money thus ex-
pended be worse than lost. The practice almost everywhere
has been too common to employ inexperienced, young teachers.
This is not true in other avocations, at lea^t to the same extent.
Men in the professions must have a special training for their
work. Students in law, physic, and theology must give years of
their adult age to particular preparation for their work. And,
after this, they are employed and successful only in proportion
as they are skilled, energetic, and ambitious in their respective
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callings. People generally, in all the avocations of life, are
valued by their intrinsic worth. The mechanic, the tradesman,
and the artisan will be successful in proportion to his skill in
business and his ambition to accomplish whatever he under-
takes.
Teachers in the higher grades of schools are employed with
a special reference to their ability and qualification to teach.
And none but those who are capable of filling their position will
be long retained, if by chance they are employed. But too many
who are engaged to teach our common schools have no adequate
idea of the magnitude of the calling. They choose this avoca-
tion because they think there is less hard work in it than in
other pursuits for the same remuneration. Easy employment
and good pay seem to be the highest motive that some have for
engaging in school-teaching. Instead of arousing themselves to
earnest work and to infusing a spirit of enthusiasm among their
pupils to excel in their studies, they allow themselves to indulge
in habits of indifference and neglect. The result is that their
scholars soon become disinterested and unmanageable. Such
schools are unprofitable to all parties concerned.
ORANGE.— Henry C. Kendall.
INFLUENCE OF COMMON SCHOOLS.
It seems as though men born in the midst of wealth and pow-
erful friends should be the very ones to occupy most honorably
the highest positions in society ; they have others to help them,
and possess the key to the facilities for a thorough education
and a wide knowledge of the world. Yet history shows, that it
is not the men who are reared in homes of wealth and power,
but rather those who make themselves eminent by their own
unaided exertions, that become the most shining ornaments of
society. More than nine-tenths of all our great leaders received
the rudiments of their education in country schools. We do
not wish to be understood as saying that every boy can be a
president or a bishop, but we do say, that every boy or girl who
will make the most of the opportunities they have of acquiring
an education, even in our country schools, can become useful
members of society.
78 Superintendent'' s Report.
PELHAM.— Augustus Berry.
STUDIES, AUTHORITY OVER.
Neither parents nor scholars must determine the studies
;
these must be left entirely with the school authorities, both for
the school and its individual members. The good of the school
and the individual pupil demands that the course be uniform,
and it be understood that the scholar must take this course, that
he can pass the successive stages of it only by thorough exami-
nations ; if, from idleness, absence, or any cause, he fails to pass
these examinations, then he must fall back a class. This would
be a spur to the scholar to be punctual and studious, a powerful
motive to the parent to earnestly co-operate in securing these
ends. It is a gratifying fact that there is a growth of such a
sentiment in our schools. Scholars and parents are coming to
understand that the school authorities must determine the studies
and classification.
MORALS.
There are lessons upon the proprieties of life, upon manners
and morals, that never should be neglected in the school-room.
If the instruction of the school does not tend to form the true
gentleman and lady, if it does not foster and nurture purity in
moral action, then the school becomes a deadly curse, and is in
no sense a blessing.
DRAWING.
This should have a permanent place in the instruction of our
schools. It has received attention in most of the schools the
past year. The work of the scholars in this department has
been interesting and commendable, in some cases showing even
a talent for design.
PITTSFIELD.— George R. Drake.
TEACHERS.
Many entertain the opinion that knowledge of books is the
only qualification necessary for a successful teacher, but greater
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delusions are seldom entertained. Although one of the essen-
tials, a quick perception of scholars' natures and the capa-
bility of exciting their interest are necessary gifts for a successful
educator.
He who believes the functions of a teacher to be six hours'
work in the school-room, " doing sums," reading questions and
" hearing scholars ' say ' answers," will be quite as successful in
some other occupation.
The teacher is the motive power and the guiding spirit of the
school ; and, unless he is active, the best results will not be at-
tained. No school, however well-disposed the members of it
may be, will regulate itself.
Those desirous of success in teaching should avail themselves
of the benefits of a normal-school education whenever practica-
ble, for it will enable them to command an increase of salary,
and more speedily acquire a good reputation ; but it is within
the reach of all to examine those schools in their own and sur-
rounding towns and cities which are taught by the most zealous
and experienced teachers. A close inspection of the modes of
discipline and methods of instruction there pursued cannot fail
to give new ideas. We know of no other means whereby, with so
small expenditure of time and money, the average teacher can
acquire improved methods of instruction.
PLYMOUTH.— Charles A. Jewett.
SCHOOL-DISTRICTS.
The most serious difficulty in the way of a fair distribution
and economical expenditure of the school money is the present
inequality of school-districts ; and, until we re-arrange the present
district lines, we cannot secure the best results by any method
of dividing the school money. There are now ten school-dis-
tricts in town, while in one of them there are only seven scholars,
and in several others the number is quite small. If the number
of districts could be reduced to six or seven, much better results
would follow in the expenditure of the school-money. A com-
plete revolution in the condition of our school-districts has taken
place within the last quarter of a century. Many of the farms
80 Superintendent''s Report.
upon our hill-sides have been abandoned, and the old home-
steads deserted, so that the farming communities have become
more or less depopulated, and, in some of the districts where
once the old school-houses were well filled with eager boys and
girls, hardly a dozen children are now found to take their places.
The welfare of our schools imperatively demands a change and
re-adjustment of district lines. If the same amount of money
now divided among ten districts was divided among six or seven,
our schools would be larger, more enthusiasm would be devel-
oped, better classification secured, better teachers could be
employed, and more inviting school-houses afforded.
SELECTION OF TEACHERS.
Teaching is a profession, and special training is as necessary
for that profession as for any other. With our only state normal
school located in our very midst, an institution which our own
munificence so generously aided to establish, we have the very best
opportunities for selecting efBcient and trained teachers, and our
schools ought to attain a high degree of excellence and reflect
credit upon us as a community. Our best schools during the
past year have been taught by those who have been trained in
our normal school.
HOME TRAINING.
Home influences are always manifested in the school-room,
and they are powerful agents for good or evil. Home training
and home culture have much to do with determining the charac-
ter of our schools. Around the fireside of home, children learn
the lessons that shape their future. Dr. Holland has well said
" It is in the little communities which we call American homes
that the hope of America rests. It is here that subordination
to wholesome restraints and respect for law are inculcated.
It is here, if anywhere, that the affections receive their culture,
that amiable dispositions are developed, that the amenities of
life are learned, and all those faculties and qualities are nurtured
which enter into the structure of worthy character. In the
homes of America are born the children of America, and from
them go out into American life, American men and women.
•
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They go out with the stamp of these homes upon them, and only
as these homes are what they should be, will ^/ley be what they
should be."
OUR COMMON SCHOOLS.
We cannot overestimate the importance of our common-school
system. The common school is the nation's college. They are
the foundation of our intelligence and virtue, our industrial
enterprises, and our prosperity as a people. They are the best
guarantee of good government and the success of our institu-
tions. They are better security to persons and property than
armed legions. Good schools and the general diffusion of
knowledge are the surest and most effectual remedy for the pre-
vention of crime and pauperism. Our free-school system is
justly the pride of our republic, and should ever ennoble and
exalt us as a nation. It is true to day, as it ever has been, that
the only inheritance that falls to many of our New-England
youth is the instruction and discipline they receive from our
common schools, and, from them, a large proportion of our young
men and women graduate, to enter upon the duties and respon-
sibilities of life. In our schools, right training and correct in-
struction are ever necessary, for it is here, as well as at the fire-
side of home, that the mind receives those many living, lasting
impressions which shape future character. Upon the children
of to-day will soon fall the duties and responsibilities of citizen-
ship, and to their hands will soon be committed the honor of the
state, its business interests, and the welfare of all our educa-
tional, religious, social, and charitable institutions. The laws
that are to govern the future they will enact, and, with just such
-preparation as our common schools afford, will the majority of
our children take upon themselves those important trusts. Then
let us liberally support and faithfully cherish our common
schools, so that the school-houses in our valleys and upon our
hill-sides shall become the scenes around which shall cluster the
dearest interests of our commonwealth ; and, when in the future
the children of to-day shall have drifted far and wide, they will
look back with blessed memories and grateful hearts to the




RAYMOND. — C. W. Scribner.
GENERAL REMARKS.
The schools of Raymond, taken collectively, have made fair
progress during the past year. In some, more has been done
than in others. This is due to several causes, of which one of
the chief is united effort of parents and teacher. When a/l
parents punctually send their children to school, interest them-
selves in their studies, require them to bring some book home
each night, and give them a little assistance, then will our
schools soon take a high standard. The teacher cannot accom-
plish everything in one or two short terms, but she can do vastly
more with a good home influence behind her. In many districts,,
credit is due the citizens for the active interest they have taken,
by visiting the schools. By consulting the table of statistics, it
will be seen, that, in most schools, the attendance has been re-
markably regular. It would be for the benefit of the young if
our school-rooms were better supplied with books of reference
and maps. All money thus expended will return a tenfold in-
terest. We cannot begin too early to lay a solid foundation of
learning in the minds of children. If a child is well started in
the great field of knowledge, by rousing and keeping alive his
interest, promoting and satisfying his inquiries, requiring of him
accuracy in all branches, there is every probability of his making^
an intelligent and useful citizen, if not a man of broad and deep
culture. There are many youths of promise in our schools.
Parents, watch them, encourage them, assist them as I have
already suggested. This town needs them ; the coming genera-
tion is dependent upon them.
RICHMOND.— L. Olive Barrus, James C. Longley.
Few of our scholars have attended to the higher branches, but
we have intended to be thorough in the elements and as practical
as possible. Increasing attention has been given to the subject
of composition, yet much too little.
Too little attention, in some schools, has been given to pen-
manship. In our opinion, scholars should be taught to write at
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an earlier age. We would rather that less time be devoted to
advanced classes, than that reading, spelling, or writing be neg-
lected. Written exercises in spelling should be conducted in all
our schools. Written examinations in other studies might be
occasionally introduced. They tend to thoroughness, and fur-
nish a more accurate test of the relative standing of different
scholars than would otherwise be obtained.
We acknowledge that too much should not be expected of
teachers and scholars with our very limited privileges. We think
it a great mistake to cut short our school appropriations. Better
curtail in some other direction. How shall we better promote
the interests of our towai than by raising the standard of her
schools ? There seems to be a growing feeling in the com-
munity that our school system ought to be revised ; however that
may be, we do plead for longer schools, or our scholars cannot
maintain a respectable position in this land of free institutions.
ROXBURY. — Brigham Nims.
KEEP THE CHILDREN AT SCHOOL.
We must not expect our children to stay at home and work
while the school is in session. Do not let them have a chance
to say to us, when they are old enough to have a good school
education, " We were kept at home to work, and now we have
to be behind those who went to school all the time, and it is
not our fault. Now, if we have any more education, we have to
work and pay much more than we then earned to get the educa-
tion we might have had, if we could only have had what the law
and our rights gave us." Children do not always see and know
what they are losing at the time ; therefore parents should see
that they improve all the time that our limited schools provide.
ROCHESTER.— Ezra Pray, J. H. Wardwell.
CHANGES NEEDED.
We believe that the present district system should be abolished
or materially modified ; and that the employment of all teachers,
the determination of courses of stud}', and the supervision of.
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the schools should be intrusted to a properly constituted board
of education, who should be held to the strictest accountability
for the discharge of their duties in every particular. Such a
course would at once obviate many of the difficulties which now
arise from the employment of incompetent teachers, the ill-
directed efforts of those whose great lack is that of experience,
the uncertainties which now surround the teacher's tenure of
office, and the utter lack of well-arranged courses of study.
Under such a system we should not see, as we have seen,
earnest, conscientious teachers striving to earn the small salaries
which they receive, and to make enthusiastic and successful
schools, with two, three, or half a dozen small scholars. We
should not find in the same school two or three different series
of text-books upon the same subject. We should not find pupils
professing to devote all their time to the one study which they
chance to prefer, while in utter ignorance of other equally im-
portant matters. In a word, we should soon see that systematic
and well-directed effort is as valuable in the school-room as in any
other sphere of life. Much good work is clone and many good
results are attained even now ; but the results gained are not
commensurate with the expenditure of time and money.
Economy and sound judgment are as needful in the expendi-
ture of school money as in any other department of public busi-
ness. If there were on the part of parents that interest which
the importance of the subject demands, we should soon see a
very different state of affairs from that which now exists. Until
there is such an interest, we shall go on in the old beaten paths,
with the same meagre and unsatisfactory results. The subject is
surely of sufficient importance to merit candid consideration,
and prompt, judicious, and decided action.
SALEM.— Susan B. Wheeler.
STUDY HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES.
During the past year, Anderson's Grammar-School History of
the United States has been introduced into some of the schools,
and studied with profit. This study has been too much neglected
in all the schools in town. At this important period in the his-
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tory of our nation, when centennial celebrations are constantly
occurring, it is a sad fact that very few of the children in our
public schools know what events are celebrated or have any
acquaintance with the history of our own country. I wish to
improve this opportunity to call the attention of parents and
friends to this neglected branch of study, and I hope that soon
it may have the place in our schools which its importance merits.
SANBORNTON.— F. W. A. Rankin, Jr.
Although our schools have fallen very far short of perfection,
and have failed to attain even that degree of excellence which we
may yet expect them to acquire, still the improvement was such
as to make their future prospects encouraging.
It is not claimed for district schools, that their office is to give
the finishing touch to the education of the young, to complete
and polish as in the higher institutions of learning, yet an im-
portance attaches itself to these schools which is not easily over-
estimated.
They form the basis of our educational system. Here the
child must learn what a school is. Here the seed is sown, and
here the first impressions are made.
As the bending of the sapling determines the form of the stately
tree, so the first moulding of the mind of the child, the first im-
pressions, are the indexes to the future developments ; " the boy
is the father of the man."
It is to these schools that children come at an early age with
their susceptible minds and various capacities, and many of them
with defects and faults, to begin their school training.
There is no period in the pupil's course that requires more
" aptness to teach " than that in these primary schools. Those
only are fitted to be teachers in these schools who possess
ample qualifications for the work, which include a hearty love
for children.
The best teachers are none too good for this important work.
We cannot afford to intrust the early training of our children to
untried instructors.
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SANDWICH.— George N. Dorr.
PUNCTUAL ATTENDANCE.
The most serious obstacle to the progress of the schools has
been the same this year as in former years, the want of punctual
attendance. During the past year, some effort was made to secure
prompt attendance. Among other things, the teachers were asked
to report to me the names of all pupils not absent one half day
in anyone term. These pupils number sixty-nine. The average
attendance has been not quite seventy per cent of the whole
number of enrolled scholars.
I am happy to report, however, that this evil, great as it is, is
decreasing. In the year ending March, 1876, the whole number
of scholars enrolled was 412 ; of this number, 53 were not absent
one half-day in any one term. This year the whole number was
368 (ern-olled), of whom 69 were not absent one half-day.
SPRINGFIELD. — Charles McDaniels.
A teacher may do well in a certain school, and fail entirely in
another. They may have the necessary book knowledge, but
fail in imparting it and governing the same. Even if your
school is small and your scholars young, they need a well-edu-
cated teacher of good personal appearance and manners, just as
much, even more, than a larger school and older scholars. One
of our teachers said to me near the close of her school, that she
had been instructed by former committees to not help scholars
perform arithmetical examples, but let them study them out for
themselves. We do not think f/iaf the better course in our
short schools ; but we want the teacher ever ready to say a word,
notice a mistake, help a little, and keep the school moving ; not
discourage by putting them off, saying, " When I have time." And,
should a teacher find scholars that are more advanced than they
expected, let them study, keep ahead, be ready for anything that
may come up in each day's lesson at the time. If they find
they cannot do this, I say they would better voluntarily leave the
school for abler minds to teach. Our teachers who have taught
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here the past year, that have been educated in other states and
Avere not acquainted with our methods of teaching, are the ones
who have failed to give general satisfaction in various ways.
Therefore, employ home talent where we have a full supply, as a
rule if other teachers have not had experience in teaching and
been successful. We believe in helping the young, putting them
forward, and encouraging them in the noble work of teaching,
but not to the detriment of our scholars.
STEWARTSTOWN. — Lorenzo Farnham.
REFUSING CERTIFICATES.
School committees have this power, but to exercise it is an
embarrassing duly, and always attended with much annoyance to
the committees, and often with injury, for the time being, to the
school. It is not a pleasant thing to subject a morally worthy
young man or woman to the mortification of a refusal, when ar-
rangements have been made, pay agreed upon, word gone out
that they are to teach in a given district, and the school perhaps
is waiting to commence. In cases of this kind, it nearly always
happens that personal friends will intercede, relatives will regard
it as a personal indignity, and the outside public, who know
nothing of the real merits of the case, will remonstrate ; and that
wretched argument, which has been the experience of your com-
mittee, is always urged, that a person of meagre attainments
will study and keep ahead of the needs of the school or will do
well enough for the wants of a small and backward school.
The reasoning is supremely fallacious, for a teacher should lead
and not follow or keep pace merely with his school, and it re-
quires a far higher order of ability to instruct and interest a back-
w-ark school than an advanced one. To remedy some of these
things, I believe further legislation is necessary. Were the law
so changed as to require the appointment of a board or com-
mittee whose duty should be to fix a time for the examination of
all applicants for certificates of qualification, and to examine
and hire teachers and assign to them such schools as they are
best adapted to teach, many disadvantages would thus be
overcome, and better teachers would be employed; as it now^ is,
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the office of prudential committee goes round by rotation, and'
very often gets into hands that have little or no interest in the
schools, and a multitude of evils arise that cannot be easily
remedied.
STRAFFORD.— C. E. Handy.
In these schools, the greater part of our youth will receive all
their mental training ; from them, they will graduate to enter
the busy arena of life ; and, not having time to pursue a regular
course of study, it is obvious that they should select those
studies and have such help as will best qualify them for the busi-
ness of life. To accomplish this work, eac/i d/sh-kf should see,
that the teacher's desk is furnished with a complete set of text-
books used, a Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, and a globe,
and the school-room is well supplied with wall-maps and black-
boards.
STRATFORD.— F. N. Day, J. L. Sanborn.
One of the greatest difficulties of our schools in years past
has been the lack of any well-defined course of study and plan
of supervision. Your committee has endeavored to remedy
this by a careful examination and classification of the schools,
and then allotting a certain amount of work to be accomplished
by the different classes each month. At the close of the month,
a written or oral examination has been made by test questions,
selected by your committee. These written examinations not
only serve as a check upon superficial teaching, but make a val-
uable review exercise. They are a severe test of the thorough-
ness of the work, and enable the committee to compare the
work of different schools. If faithfully carried out, this method,
of supervision will systematize the entire work of our schools,
by establishing a regular course of study, and thus put a stop to
the old practice of beginning at the same place each term, and
" going over " the same ground in a rapid, loose, and superficiaF
way. With a careful record of these examinations and the sub-
jects taken up, even if there be a change of teachers, the work
of one term may follow another in due course, taking it up pre-
cisely where it was left at the close of the term preceding.
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STRATHAM. — J. J. Scammon.
NEATNESS.
Great regard to personal neatness has been shown by both
teachers and scholars. Not an instance has been brought to
our notice of a lack of tidiness and neatness. Clean hands,
well-combed hair, and faces joyous and cheerful have made glad
and sunny the interior of our school-rooms. The floors also
testified that the broom was a constant companion and attendant
at school.
To the parents, also, who have apparently taken greater in-
terest the past year, feeling that their children were benefited
by punctuality and constant attendance and that all should be
educated for the benefit of all, much credit is due for zeal and
efforts in the direction indicated. Education is not the work of
a day, which, like a vapor, may vanish away, but its lasting effects
will be shown in pulpit, town, state, and nation, and even at the
family firesides of a posterity grateful to us for a boon carefully
and sacredly transmitted.
SWANZEY.— George I. Cutler.
OUR SCHOOL-HOUSES.
With but two exceptions, our several disticts are provided with
good school-houses. Within the past year, No. 2 has erected a new
house on the same foundation where the former one was burned,
at an expense of $2,025, including $37.50 paid for an insurance.
It is of two stories, with a school-room upon the first and second
floors, and is calculated for a graded school. It is thoroughly
constructed and neatly finished within and without, and painted
and blinded. It is furnished with double desks of modern pat-
terns. The building is surmounted and ornamented by a tower,
in which is suspended a bell that was donated by George W.
Oliver, Esq., of Syracuse, N. Y. The house, on the whole, pre-
sents a fine appearance, and is a credit to the place and an
honor to the town.
The dedication was Saturday, September 22. The exercises
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on the occasion were appropriate and interesting, which included
an able address by Rev. Charles A. Downs, our superintendent
of public instruction.
No. 9 have reconstructed and enlarged their old house at an
expense of about $500. They have now a suitable place' for
children to attend school, which is what they have not before
had for many years. The house is the same in appearance as a
new one. It is well finished, painted, and blinded, and furnished
with desks similar to those in district No. 2.
STODDARD.— Sumner Knight.
With this outlook for the coming year, the first subject for
consideration is that relating to suitable teachers. Those of
experience will generally be found to be best. But we would
not always advise the employment of such onl}^ Sometimes
first efforts are the most successful, and must be made to supply
the demand for instructors. An energetic, active, good, com-
mon-sensed person, with literary qualifications such as ought
always to be demanded, will seldom fail in school. The dull,
stupid, and half-qualified had better be in some other employ-
ment. Another consideration may be referred to in this con-
nection, and that is, to engage only such persons for teachers as
possess the requisite legal qualifications. It may be said this is
to be determined by the superintendent. Very true. But, when
a candidate for a school has been engaged, price agreed upon,
time fixed for commencing school, and the district notified to
that effect, and scholars in readiness for attendance and
equipped for that purpose, and word comes that the person ex-
pected to teach has been found not qualified, and that com-
mencement must be delayed till some one can be procured that
possesses requisite qualifications, the inconvenience, disappoint-
ments, and other results are certainly of sufficient moment to be
carefully guarded against. Perhaps the person rejected may
have a brother, sister, or some other relation or friend in the dis-
trict, who will be mortified and chagrined at the failure, and war
at heart, if not openly expressed, waged for that term if not for
the year. This is no fancy sketch, as such occurrences may and
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sometimes actually do take place. The cautionary word in this
regard should be, " Exercise good judgment and discretion in
the engagement of teachers."
When the time for the beginning of a school is arriving, have
the school-room put in a neat and inviting condition, and require
it to be kept so during the term.
TAMWORTH. — Franklin Davis.
If the town were redistricted and the number reduced from
sixteen to about ten, the gain would appear in different ways.
I St. In the increased amount of school money for each district.
It is evident, that, the less the number of shares a given sum is
divided into, the greater each share. 2cl. In the increased
length of each school. This result would be very desirable.
How often the complaint is now heard, in relation to the short
terms of some of our schools, that they hardly get fairly into
running order before they must close. Just when the way is
prepared for rapid and profitable advancement, they are cut short,
and the benefit that might have been gained by a longer school
is lost. 3d. Better teachers can usually be had for a long
school than for a short one. Our cities and large places draw
our best teachers, because there they find constant employment
as well as better wages. So, as a general rule, the longer the
school, the better the class of teachers that can be had.
4th. Better teachers will make better scholars ; and here is
the greatest gain of all. This is the end aimed at by all our
school appliances. The education of our children is the one
object of all that is expended in building and furnishing our
school-houses, in employing committees, in hiring teachers, and
in sustaining our schools. Anything that will facilitate this ob-
ject is an important gain.
5th. I might mention, as a gain, the securing of better school-
houses. That many of these need to be improved, none will
deny. If the town is able to maintain sixteen ordinary school-
houses, it is able to support ten better ones.
6th. The running expenses of the schools would be reduced,
a less number of officers, less visits of the school committee, and
92 Superintendent'' s Report.
less teachers to pay. These are among the gains to be secured
by such a measure.
TILTON.— George S. Philbrick.
TOO MANY TEXT-BOOKS.
To ascertain what books were in actual daily use in the
schools, I requested each teacher to send me a list. Putting
them together, I find we have five different series of readers,
four different series of spellers, four different series of arithme-
tics, five different series of geographies, four different series of
grammars, while in history, algebra, book-keeping, etc., hardly
two scholars have the same text-book by the same author. How
such a heterogeneous mass of books got into our schools, it is
now impossible to determine. Certainly most of them are there
unlawfully and ought to be removed.
Five years ago. Dr. Mason (the then superintendent) intro-
duced the Franklin Readers. Since then there have been no
changes made by the committee, and yet there are four other
series of readers in actual use in the schools in town.
Taking these facts, then, without stopping to ascertain by
whose fault or neglect, let us look at some of the results.
The average attendance of scholars during the year, in the
five schools in town, has been 14 9-1 1, while the average num-
ber of daily classes which each teacher has been required to
hear has been 22, with the best classification that could be
made.
Do you wonder that the teachers did not have more time to
show your children how to perform their examples ? The won-
der is how they ever got through at all. Certainly, justice to
any one branch must have been at the expense of some other.
Certainly, all have been hurried and more or less superficial.
When I have reported progress in the schools, it has been with
these hindrances in mind. I have made no changes during the
year, but have tried to find out what the schools demand, and, as
a result of my observations, have caused the selectmen to put
an article in their warrant, bringing this matter before the town,
hoping for a favorable response.
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WALPOLE. — George Aldrich.
TEACHERS.
We often hear it said, that " Such a person would make a
good teacher, but— "or, "Another would do well, if—."
There is too much truth in such sayings ; but we doubt if Dio-
genes, with his lantern, in broad daylight, would have been able
to find a person who would suit every one in an average school-
district.
With some, the order is too severe : with others, it is too lax.
Some talk too much : some too little. Some belong to a certain
church, and some to no church. And a hundred and one things
that are not just right.
One of the greatest drawbacks to the full success of our
common schools is the want of properly qualified teachers. Not
that a fair proportion is not found whose qualifications are suffi-
cient to teach the most that is found in the text-books used ; but
there is a want of properly digested general information. No
normal-school training nor any patent process supplies this de-
ficiency. To say nothing of tact, which is an indispensable req-
uisite for a good teacher, what does the average boy or girl of
eighteen know beyond what is found in the text-books ? They
may be able to solve all the problems in common arithmetic, to
tell a noun from a verb, and the differer.ce between a sea and
an ocean ; and what of that ? Why, it is not a modiaan for a
full-fledged teacher's qualifications.
We must not expect many young teachers to be well qualified.
The general drift of their minds is not to acquire general, use-
ful knowledge. If they have any taste for reading at all, it is
for the sensational literature of the day, which will never make
any one a whit wiser or better. However, there are some praise-
worthy exceptions to this statement ; and the persons who are
the exceptions (all other things being equal) make successful
teachers.
There is another class of teachers, who are eye-servants ; they
^' keep " school for a certain number of dollars per month and
board. The watch or clock in the school-room is their greatest
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solace ; they hear every tick ; time, for six hours in twenty-four,
is a slow coach. They never organize for success ; they have
neither aim nor ambition ; they awaken no enthusiasm in their
pupils ; they are slip-shod in all their undertakings ; still, their
other qualifications may be good. The last day of school has
peculiar charms for them. This class must be winnowed out,
notwithstanding their good ciualifications.
Teachers are not the embodiments of perfection, we admit,
but they should receive better treatment than they often do at
the hands of a set of captious, mischief-making spirits who may
be found in almost any school-district. Some parents are criti-
cal in their observations, which is not a fault if the criticisms are
applied for doing good ; while others are hypercritical for the
sole purpose of making mischief.
Many of the petty annoyances incident to teaching one of our
common schools, which drive a teacher almost to frenzy, are
known only to the teacher. No one can really sympathize with
a teacher but those who have run the gauntlet a few summers
and winters in our district schools.
In most cases, we should throw the mantle of charity over all
little defects in our teachers, remembering at the same time that
perfection in poor human nature is seldom found.
WEBSTER.— James M. Snyder, Ephraim Little, W. S.
Putney.
full development.
Our schools should be nurseries of good manners, should de-
velop, cultivate, and refine the social nature of the pupil, and
exert a healthy moral influence. Our youth should be taught
to think. They should be taught to make use of what they al-
ready know, in learning more, and that patient labor in the ac-
quisition of knowledge, as well as in the acquisition of all else
that is truly desirable, will produce the best results. In this
manner they will be taught manfully to meet the various duties,
trials, and vicissitudes of life, successfully to turn their hand to
whatever comes up to be done, and, by courageous [industry,
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self-denial, and perseverance, overcome the obstacles that beset
them, making- life itself a success and a training for a nobler
and better life hereafter. We are pleased to see that our teach-
ers comprehend in some good degree the nature and importance
of their work.
That the citizens of Webster feel an unabated interest in our
schools is manifest by the three hundred and eighty visitors
reported.
WILMOT.— W. W. Flanders,
teachers' conferences.
The different methods by which successful teachers hold their
pupil to, and interest them in, the work before them, some excel-
ling in one way and in some studies which with them seem to be
a speciality, others in another way and in other branches of edu-
cation, suggest the importance and great value of association
and visitation among schools in town, while in operation, by
teachers and their older pupils. It would add to their expe-
rience, give new ideas, improve methods, and excite emulation.
From my long experience in visiting schools, I am thoroughly
impressed with the importance and usefulness of such visits,
and unhesitatingly recommend the practice at the expense of the
time devoted to school purposes whenever practicable.
WILTON.— Charles H. Burns, George L. Dascomee.
GOOD attendance.
There has been a slight gain in regard to constancy of attend-
ance in the past year. For the year 1876-7, the average attend-
ance was 8754 per cent of the whole number of scholars; for
the year just ended, it was 90 per cent. This improvement may
be in part in consequence of the more favorable weather of the
past winter. However that may have been, we think few towns
can present a better record in this matter.
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WOODSTOCK.— Mrs. E. F. Parker.
MORAL INSTRUCTION NEEDED.
The prevailing idea seems to be, that teachers are expected to
impart only such knowledge as will benefit their pupils mtel-
Jedually, while their moral natures are neglected. We have no
doubt some will say our schools are too short to admit of any-
thing which will not directly cultivate the intellect ; but might
not instruction be of such a nature as to build up principles of
honesty and uprightness as well as enlighten the mind upon the
sciences ?
A great want of the present age is honest men. We believe
all instruction should be of such a nature as to bring about a
reform, and in no place— aside from our homes— can this be
more effectually done than in our common schools. Great care
should be manifested in the selection of teachers, to obtain those





Some changes have been made in the following tables, not so
much in the items as in their arrangement. All the items per-
taining to any topic have been brought together, so that each
subject is completed under one general head. The labor and
perplexity of searching here and there in different tables for
related items are avoided.
The returns from school committees are grouped under the
following heads :—
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5,023 582 191.22 273
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6,208 5,708 1,291 9,545 1,092 8,333 1,107
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REVENUE.
SULLIVAN







1. Tlie largest sum of money appropriated to any one district.
2. The smallest sum appropriated to any one district.
3. The length, in weeks, of the longest school.
4. The length, in weeks, of the shortest school.
5. Number of scholars in the largest school.
6. Number of scholars in the smallest school.
7. Rate per cent of school assessment upon the invoiced
valuation, expressed decimally. Many have failed to report
this item ; others have evidently reported it incorrectly.
This table exhibits, in the most striking light, some of the




















































































































































































































































































Plymouth . . .
Rumney




























































































































































































































































































































































































1. Number of fractional districts.
2. Number of districts under special acts.
3. Number of different scholars, not registered, attending
private schools.
4. Number of scholars not absent during the year.
5. Amount of dog tax appropriated to schools.
6. Number of towns employing teachers from normal schools.





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The information contained in the following table has been
derived from answers to a circular sent to the various towns in
the state. Its purpose is to give, in one view, some idea of the
resources of the state for a higher education than that given in
the common schools.
The public and private schools are given in separate tables.
It is to be regretted that some schools have failed to report
for the past year.
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Great Falls High School










Milford High School *




Peterborough High School *.
Portsmouth Higli Scliool
Robinson Female Seminary *
Rochester High School
Simonds Free High School *,
State Normal School
Stevens High School
Troy High School *





























































































SCHOOLS OF A IIIGIIETl GRADE





Beede's Normal Institute *




























N. H. Conf. Seminary and Fern. Col.




































































Wilmot Center. . .

































































































Schools averaging twelve scholars or les.s
Schools averaging six scholars or less
Average length of schools in weeks of five days.
SCHOLARS.
Boys attending two weeks or more
Girls attending two weeks or more
Average daily attendance of all the scholars
Average attendance to each school
Ratio of average attendance to the whole number
Number reported attending private schools not
registereil in the public schools
Number reported between five and fifteen years
of age n'lt attemling any school
Whole number reported under items 12, 13, 17, IS
Selectmen's enumeration between five ( Boys. .
.
and fifteen ( Girls . .
Not absent during the year




Average wages of male teachers per month, in-
cluding board
Average wages of female teachers per month, in-
cluding board
Teaching the first time
Teaching the same school two or more successive
terms
Teachers from normal schools
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY
Ifumber of scliool-houses
Reported unfit for use
Built during the year
HaviiiR maps and globes
Estimated value of buildings, sites, and fur-
ture









Contributed in board, fuel, and monej-.
Entire amount of revenue
EXPENDITURES.
New buildings
Paid for interest or to cancel debt
Permanent repairs






Average cost per scholar for miscellaneous ex-|





















































BY COUNTIES, — Continued.
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STATE SUM:\IA11Y AND COMrARATIVE TABULAR VIEW.












Schools, public and private, where
higher English and languages are
taught
Schools averaging twelve scholars or less
Schools averaging six scholars or less.
.
Average lengtli of all the schools in




Average daily attendance of all the
scholars
Average attendance to each school.
.
Number attending private schools, not
registered in the public schools . .
Number reported between five and fif-
teen years of age not attending any
school
Whole number reported under items 13,
14, 17, 18
Selectmen's enumeration between five
and fifteen, — boys
Selectmen's enumeration between five
and fifteen, — girls
Not aliseiit (luring the year
Number pursuing higher branches..
Ratio of average attendance to the
whole number





Average wages of male teachers per
month, including board
Average wages of female teachers per
month, including board
Teaching tlie first time
Teai>hing the same school successive
Teachers from normal schools







































































Reported unfit for use
Built during the year
Having maps and globes
Estimated value of buildings, sites, and
furniture
Average value of buildings, sites, and
furniture
Estimated value of school apparatus. .
.








Contributed in board, fuel, and money.
Entire amount of revenue
EXPENDITURES.
New buildings
Paid for interest or to cancel debt
Permanent repairs
Miscellaneous expenses, ordinary re-




Average cost per scholar for miscella-
nies, and .salaries of teachers
Average cost per scholar for entire sum
expended
Average cost per scholar of the average
attendance for entire sum expended.
Average cost per scholar for miscella-
nies, salaries, and six per cent inter-
est on value of buildings and ap-
paratus
Average cost per scholar of the average











































































BENJAMIN F. PRESCOTT Governor.
Coimcilors.
JOSHUA B. SMITH Durham.
JOHN M. PARKER Gottstown.
EDWARD SPALDING Nashua.
FRANCIS A. CUSHMAN Lebanon.
JEREMIAH BLODGETT Wentworth.
CHARLES A. DOWNS, Secretary, and Superintendent of Public Instruction.
City Superintendents of Public Instruction.
T>. C. Allen Concord.
William E. Buck Manchester.
John H. Goodale Nashua.
J. B. Stevens, Clerk Dover.
Wm. H. Hackett, Chairman Portsmouth.



















Auburn . . .
.
Barnstead .
Carl A. Allen, M. D. .
Stephen B. Kent
Clara A. Q. Bullock..
Henry H. Hartwell .
.
George A. Mayo
Charles S. Edgerton .
Rev. Leander S. Coan
J. G. Davis, D. D. ...
Clarence E. Carr
A. F. True















































































































Rev. Amos B. Russell
William W. Flint, Secretary.
Col. A. Rolfe
A. Burnham
Rev. E. Adams, President . .
.
Rev. S. G. Norcross








































































































E. B. S. Sanborn ,
Isaac N. Blodgett
Frank L. Judkins
Benjamin T. Sanborn . .
.
J. N.Rich














E. G. Corev, M. D


































































































D. W. Gilbert ...
W. H. Eaton, President
Cleora T. Kimball
J. P. Sanborn
Mrs. Ellen E. S. Wadleigh
Hon. E. A. Hibbard, President.




D. G. Brockway, M. D




Rev. H. B. Copp
























M. V. B. Cook
J. W. Carson
Mrs. Charlotte B. Buffum
Benjamin M. Mason
George L. Mason














J. P. M. Green
Thomas W. Long
John W. Berry
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Mrs. Maggie G. Field
Joseph Johnson
G. I. Cutler, M. D
Franklin Davis































































Israel A. Loveland, M. D














































































































































Bow Lake High School






































































David A. Shaw, jr.
E. Whitney.
John H. Larry.







An inspection of the reports from the cities and towns of the
state makes it manifest, that the public schools made some ad-
vances, that there was better instruction, and, in most cases, an
improved attendance. I judge also that there was unusual peace
in the districts and schools, inasmuch as very few complaints
reached the superintendent. Progress in education is always
slow, not very manifest from year to year, only becoming appar-
ent by comparison of somewhat extended intervals of time.
Lovers of education, like the husbandman, must wait and " have
long patience " before they can see the fruits of their measures
and labors. Improvements depend so much upon the co-opera-
tion of so many different persons, they have so many obstacles
to overcome, that their march is slow, but to be hailed with joy
when they become apparent. So many things are unsettled in
the theory and practice of education that there is abundant
room for mistake. Changes which promise much are often
made with so much enthusiasm and energy, that, when they fail
to produce all the benefits expected, their advocates are so dis-
heartened that there is danger of reactionary measures, to the
injury of all concerned. One of the most difficult lessons to be
learned and practiced in all reforms, in the failure of some prom-
ising plan for improvement, is to separate from the plan all
that proves unprofitable or inadequate, and save what is good.
Many, going to extremes in new and untried measures, are so
disheartened at failure of results which they confidently ex-
pected, and promised should be attained, that they are ready
to abandon all further effort. These failures are the opportu-
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nity of those always opposed to improvements, to return to
means and measures once good, but which, to-day, are inade-
quate. In education, there is a strong tendency, on the one
hand, to rush headlong into schemes which enthusiastic advo-
cates proclaim as the sure cure of all evils and the sum of all
good ; and, on the other hand, there is a disposition, upon the
partial failure of such schemes, to go back to the ways of a half
or a quarter of a century ago. The only true way to advance
education is to try all new plans cautiously, not expecting
everything from them; if there is partial failure in them, not
to reject all, but only what proves injurious and insufiflcient ; to
reconstruct the plans with the aid of experience. It is folly to
expect that any plan will make a perfect system of education.
It is equal folly to suppose that the world has already found out
the best way to educate a child, and so hold on tenaciously to
the methods of the past, averse to all changes. There is a better
system of education than has yet been discovered ; it is not to
be found in the brains or books of enthusiastic educators ; it is
not to be found anywhere in a complete state ; but the world
will work it out in due season, by cautious experiments and
patient waiting. Each new generation will have the benefits of
improvements constituting a part of this system, but only a very
distant generation will have the advantages of the perfected
system.
STATISTICS.
These were returned in better time and condition than last
year. There is still room for improvement in both promptness
and accuracy. Statistics, to be of value, should be full and
accurate. Some committees excuse themselves from filling some
most important blanks, with the plea that it would cost them
something in time, labor, and expense to gather the necessary
data. This may be true to a certain extent. But the items are
important. If ten or twenty towns fail to report them, the value
of the whole is very much lessened. They know, beforehand,
what is required of them ; if they are unable or unwilling to
discharge all the duties required by their office and oath, they
should not take the office.
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NUMBER OF SCHOLARS.
It has been a question of great interest to those who love
New Hampshire, whether her population was increasing or de-
creasing. The returns for 1877 showed a gain in the public
schools of nearly 1500, but this gain seemed to be at the expense
of the private schools, for there was a corresponding loss in
them. The returns of this 5'ear show a loss in the public schools
of 2,012. But the gain in the private schools is reported as 2,289 j
so that, in a/I the schools of the state, there is a small gain of
scholars; viz., 277. Upon a closer inspection of the loss in the
public schools, a striking disproportion is found between the
boys and girls ; the loss of boys is 1,839, o^ gi^^^ 173. Circum-
stances seem to indicate, that, upon an improvement of business
in the state, the boys have found employment, while a smaller
number have entered the academies. It was hoped that the
annual enumeration of children between five and fifteen which
the statute requires of assessors and selectmen would throw
some light upon this question of the increase of population.
But so many towns have failed to report this item, and so many
other towns have failed to make the enumeration at all, the
returns are of little value.
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS.
The returns show a small decrease in the number of districts
;
viz., 13. This is encouraging so far. Other things indicate that
the people are beginning to see the folly of maintaining so many
small schools. Many towns are agitating the question of a con-
solidation of districts. Of course, there will be opposition on
the part of some, there will be many warm discussions, there
will be delays, but, in the end, the consolidation will take place.
The success of the schools demands it; it is a matter of econ
omy, for, in our whole system of schools, nowhere is there so
much waste of time, effort, and money as in the maintenance
of nearly one thousand schools whose average attendance is not
over twelve scholars. This need of consolidation is put in a yet
stronger light when, considering the large schools in our cities
and larger towns, the average attendance for each school through
14
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the state is found to be not quite nineteen. The superintendent
is still of the opinion that the greatest need of the public schools
of the state is consolidation. Until that foundation is laid, it is
impossible to secure improvements in other directions. For, to
mention no other reasons, as long as schools are small, teachers
small in ability, acquirements, and experience, will generally be
employed to take charge of them.
TEACHERS.
The schools of the state still remain largely in the hands of
female teachers. The male teachers are only about one-sixth of
the whole number. This predominance of female teachers has
its advantages and its disadvantages. Without expressing any
opinion as to the relative value of the teaching of the sexes, this
becomes plain, that the female teachers, so largely employed,
have been obliged to seek and obtain better qualifications for
their duties. They have been put into the higher schools, and
have received better pay. Indeed, if the male teachers of our
cities and larger towns who act as principals of high schools be
left out of the account, the wages of male and female teachers
approach equality.
TEACHERS FROM NORMAL SCHOOLS.
The returns show a remarkable increase in the number of
teachers who have had a special training for their duties. The
increase for 1878 was considered large; viz., 59, But this
year it is almost twice that of last year; viz., loi. And these
teachers were employed in twenty-seven more towns than last
year. The reports of the towns have been carefully examined
as to the standing and success of these teachers. The testi-
mony is uniformly in their favor. In some instances, the intro
duction of a teacher who has received this special training has
revolutionized the teaching of the whole town. If, every year,
we can secure this rapid increase of this class of teachers, their
influence upon the education of the state cannot be otherwise
than favorable.
It is but just to say that it cannot be reasonably expected
that every such teacher will be successful. There will naturally
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be some failures, for there are some who attempt the work who
cannot be made, by any amount of training, good teachers.
There is no foundation upon which any qualifications can be
built. A good normal training will make superior teachers of
those who otherwise would be only good ; it will make those
good teachers who, without it, would be barely respectable ; it
will save some from failure, but it cannot save all. It is un-
reasonable to expect it.
REVENUES.
It was expected that the returns would show a diminution in
the amount devoted to public education in the state, but the
contrary appears. Not only has there been no falling-off in the
school expenditures, but a small increase; viz., ^32,000. And
this increase, during such a year of depression in all business, is
the more remarkable when it is considered that the amount
received from one source is much less this year than the last^
It is the custom of most of the towns of the state to divide the
surplus of the dog tax biennially. Last year was the year
for division, and the amount rezrlized from that source was
$14,308 ; this year it was $3,112, a difference of $11,196. The
times are hard, much productive property is irrecoverably lost,
other property is greatly depreciated in value, but our schools,
it is hoped, will be the last to feel this pressure. The increased
amount devoted to the maintenance of public education the
past year is certainly to the credit of the people.
SCHOOL-HOUSES.
The returns show a gratifying improvement in these necessary
appendages to our system of education. The number reported
unfit for use is sixty-one less than last year. The number fur-
nished with maps and globes increases one hundred and fifty-
three, but there are still too many destitute of these essentials.
An unusual number of school-houses were built during the year
j
viz., twenty-eight. The superintendent has had the opportunity
to examine some of these, and found them well adapted to thtiir
purpose. Better judgment was displayed in their construction
than has been the case heretofore in many instances. While
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good taste and convenience were manifest, extravagance was
avoided. Houses were built, every way equal to some in towns
which I do not name, at about one-half the cost, thus preserving
the districts from large and oppressive debts.
ATTENDANCE.
The returns show encouraging improvement in the attend-
ance. With a loss, the present year, of about two thousand
scholars, the average attendance was 489 more than last year.
There were 1,268 more scholars not absent this year than last,
which is certainly satisfactory, considering the loss in the whole
number of scholars. Nevertheless, let us hope that this is only
the beginning of improvement in this direction. From many
towns come serious complaints of irregularity of attendance.
With more watchfulness on the part of parents, the attendance
may certainly be improved. It is yet painful to think, remember-
ing how early school-days terminate in our state, that less than
three-quarters of the scholars are daily present in the schools.
It seems to the superintendent, that the adoption of the rec-
ommendation of the goverribr— that the literary fund be dis-
tributed upon the average daily attendance, instead of the whole
number enrolled— would strongly tend to secure regularity of
attendance. Parents, linding that the share of the town in the
literary fund depended upon the regularity of their scholars,
would not be so ready to keep them from school upon trivial
excuses or their own momentary convenience. Such a mode of
distributing this fund would be, in fact, a premium upon reg-
ularity of attendance.
HOW FAR CAN THE STATE EDUCATE ?
Education is the harmonious development of all the powers of
the child, — physical, mental, social, and moral. It should pre-
pare him for all the duties which he will owe to the state, to soci-
ety, to the family. It is easy to declare this theory of education.
Probably there will be no dissent from this as a theory. But,
when an attempt is made to provide the means of carrying out
this theory, which lacks nothing of perfection, differences will at
once arise. Upon the theory we are agreed : as to methods and
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means of education there is no agreement. On this point there
must be toleration and compromise.
He who looks at things as they are sees at once that it is im-
possible for the state to carry out completely this theory of
education. The means and appliances, the persons and the
time it demands, are beyond its reach. The state cannot afford
to provide for this full, complete education. The people cannot
afford to receive it. In arranging any plan of study for the chil-
dren of the state, it is wise to look at things as they are. V/hile
we see what is perfect education, while we feel more and more
deeply how desirable it is, while we keep the true theory always
in mind in all our plans, we must not refuse to be governed by
circumstances. Otherwise, in seeking what is perfect, we are
sure to come short of it, and, at the same time, miss what is prac-
tical and very useful.
A single consideration will put the point in a strong light.
Any one acquainted with the condition of the majority of our
families will understand that it is essential that the children
begin early to earn their own living. The people cannot afford
a long period in the lives of their children for education. What
is done in that direction must be done in a short time. Farther
than this, it is necessary for those who are to follow any handi-
craft to begin its practice somewhat early, in order to be good
workmen. A boy may be overeducated, or educated too long
to be successful in any handicraft. When, now, we turn to the
records of our public schools, we find, that, by the age of sixteen,
most of them have left the public schools. Of the 66,000
scholars in our schools, only 12,466, or about one-fifth, are over
sixteen years of age. At that age, the parents feel that their
children should begin to do something for their own support.
At that age, also, they ought to begin to learn the business they
are to follow through life, if it is to be any form of manual labor.
Nor is there anything unreasonable on the part of the majority
of parents in so thinking. So far as the children are concerned,
that is the most favorable age for them to begin to learn the
business of life. Both as a matter of necessity and a matter of
wisdom, the public education of the majority of the children of
the state must terminate by the time they have reached seventeen
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years of age. Whatever learning is to be furnished them must
be furnished within that period.
It follows that this fact should have a controlling influence in
any course of study devised for our public schools. Not what
might be desirable in any perfect theory of education must be
selected, but only those studies which can be mastered in the
limited time. And those studies should be not so much for dis-
cipline or ornament, but those which are most useful for actual
life. We must not forget, that the majority of New-Hampshire
boys and girls must, of necessity, be, not highly cultured men
and women, reveling in all the beauties and glories of art, lit-
erature, and science, but workers. It is best for the state that
they should have that productive power. It must do less and
less for them if they lose it. It is no mean or degraded destiny
which awaits these boys and girls. It has as clear honors, as
full usefulness, as any other.
The course of study in our public schools should be entirely
practical, embracing those branches which are essential in ordi-
nary life. For studies whose main object is discipline of mind,
there is no room, because there is no time. These studies have
their value, but they have less worth than the practical studies,
for those whose occupations are mainly manual. Knowledge is
of more value to the ordinary man or woman than discipline,—
knowledge which can be applied immediately and daily to the
common duties of life. We may conclude, that the course of
study in our common schools should consist of these branches,
—
reading, writing, arithmetic, with practical mathematics, geogra-
phy, elements of grammar, and the elements of the sciences
;
there is not time for more than these. Probably most people
will say there is not time for all these. I have no doubt, that,
in the way the majority of the schools have been conducted,
there would not be time for such a course of study. There is,
in most schools, no systematic course of study. The pupil does
not begin at the beginning and go forward from point to point,
but tliere is too much " turning back " at the commencement of
each term. What is needed is a definite course of study, in
which every term shall be an advance, till the course is com-
pleted. Every town should adopt such a course of study and
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rigidly adhere to it, leaving nothing to the hap-hazard method
which commonly prevails. Under such a system, there would be
ample time in the twelve years of ordinary school life for the
attainments which have been mentioned as desirable.
For our cities and larger towns, where there is more wealth,
and more time can be commanded for the training of some of
the pupils, a more extended course of study may be marked out.
And yet that course of study, so far as it is supported by the pub-
lic funds, should be mainly of the practical type, which has been
insisted upon as alone suited to the district school. Professional
training should be sought where it can be most effectively im-
parted, — in strictly professional schools.
It is wise policy for the state to insist upon the education of
its children ; to make it compulsory if necessary. But, when
the state has educated its children so that they may earn their
own livelihood, discharge intelligently the duties of citizenship,
of social and family life, it has done its whole duty. Nothing
more should be demanded of it. A great deal more will be
needed, a great deal more is desirable, but this is best left to
private effort and generosity. But, for so much as is best for the
state to furnish, the most generous provisions should be made.
Its nourishing and cherishing influence should perpetually flow
into all its schools, however humble they may be. To do this
would be, by no means, going backward, but a great advance
beyond what has yet been done.
SCHOOL SUPERVISION.
In theor}'', nothing can be better than our sj'stem of school
supervision. That system is briefly this : The whole care of the
schools— the authority to determine the qualifications of teach-
ers, the course of study, the discipline— is committed to citi-
zens of the towns in which the schools are kept. They
will naturally have an acquaintance with the needs of the
schools, with the parents and scholars ; they will be likely to
take a deeper interest in the schools from this acquaintance
than any stranger. Having this knowledge and interest, they
are likely to administer all the affairs of their own schools with
better judgment than comparative strangers would be likely to
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have. From the fact of their residence, they could have a more
immediate and constant oversight over the interests of the
schools than any county official could have. In case of need,
they are at hand to give advice or use authority. These are
certainly great advantages, and they are such advantages as no
other system can secure. The only difficulty which can occur
under such a system of supervision is the finding of those capa-
ble of doing wisely all these duties, in each town, and who
would be willing to undertake them. Now, I do not think that
I overrate the intelligence and wisdom of the people of New
Hampshire, when I assert, that, in all the towns of the state,
there can be found those, male or female, to whom these duties
may be safely intrusted. Of course, some towns will exceed
others in the number of those qualified for these duties, but still
it remains true, that, in all the towns, men or women may be
found capable of doing these things well. As a matter of fact,
some of the most judicious superintendents are found in the
smaller towns.
I think, that the main defect in this system of supervision of
our schools has been that the best men have not been selected
for the office, and kept in the office till their experience became
valuable for directing the schools. Too often, the governing
consideration in the selection of those important officers has
been political, sectarian, or charitable, instead of fitness for the
place and duties. No other consideration than fitness should
have the least weight in this matter. Take the best, whatever
their politics and their denominational affiliations. If the richest
man in the town is best qualified, take hi??i ; or, if it is a poor
man, take kitn. If the best-qualified person is a man, take him
;
if a woman is better qualified, will take more interest in the edu-
cation of the children, then take her. The duties of the office
are so important, and so intimately connected with the welfare
of all the people, that those who fill them are only wisely selected
when they are the very best citizens in the town.
When these offices are in the hands of citizens of the various
towns, a safer, wiser, a more constant and watchful, supervision is
more probable than at the hands of non-residents, who can only




It is perfectly right that teachers should look upon their
occupation as a means of livelihood. It is just, that they should
be paid for their services, and so well paid as to give them the
means of improving themselves for their duties and accumulat-
ing something for old age. It is just to look upon the employ-
ment of teachers as a business transaction,— so much to be
paid for the rendering of specified services. Here, as in all
business transactions, those who pay have a right to demand
services equal in value to the price paid. But, while the teacher
may justly take this view of his relations to education, it is not
well for him to stop with this view, not well for him not to add
to this view higher considerations. If it is only a business rela-
tion which he holds to the schools where he is employed, if he
thinks of nothing beyond this, he never can be a good teacher.
Teaching is justly a means of livelihood, but, to make it the
noble profession it truly is, an element of benevolence must
come in, modifying and elevating the business element. The
good teacher, to be complete in his office, must do many things
for which he will not be paid in dollars and cents.
He is more intelligent than the majority of parents ; he sees
more clearly than they the needs of the schools ; he sees sooner
where improvements can be made. Now, the business part of
his relations to the school will be satisfied if he goes on teach-
ing specified studies so many hours a day, for so much, without
troubling himself about any improvements. But the benevolent
element, which ought to enter into his relations, will not let him
rest satisfied with this view. He sees how his teaching might
be made more effective ; he sees how the scholars might be
made better men and women. The parents are undiscerning or
indifferent. It belongs to him to take the lead, to inaugurate
and carry out the needed improvements. It will cost him extra
work, work outside of the school-room and outside of school
hours. It will cost him anxiety. He will meet with opposition.
He will be chilled with indifference, disheartened by delays,
crippled by inadequate means furnished. It is at this point that
the nobler elements of the profession should appear. Guided
by a deep interest in the welfare of his scholars, he should strive
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in every lawful way to secure for them all the advantages which
he well knows should be given them. Guided by a benevolent
foresight, tireless in labor, undeterred by opposition, strong in
bearing all burdens, let him strive to give to parents better sons
and daughters than they expect, and better citizens to the state
than they have made formal provisions for.
To sum all I have in mind in this brief article : It is mainly
to the teachers of the state that we must look for the introduc-
tion of reforms and improvements in our schools.
RE-EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS.
Upon this point, some of our older teachers are very sensitive.
They hold it to be a hardship, that, every year or upon every
change of position, they must undergo a new examination.
They feel, that, since no amount of experience and no well-
earned success can absolve them from this re-examination, there
is something degrading in being obliged to submit to it. This
may be the correct view of the matter. But there is certainly
another way of looking at it. If a teacher is confident of his
attainments and his abilities, he certainly has no reason to dread
such repeated examinations. If, in an examination upon change
of place, he shows clearly that he has sufficient attainments and
abilities, this not only satisfies his examiners, but it, at once,
before he has entered the school-room, gives him an advantage.
His qualifications are not a matter of doubt, to be tested by his
work, but they have been manifested and certified to ; and so
the ground for confidence in him is established beforehand. So
far, certainly a re-examination is to the advantage of the teacher,
and an -advantage which he ought not to wish to forego.
Such a thing as this has been known. A teacher has won a
good reputation for all good qualities. Time passes away, im-
provements are made in methods, new studies are introduced.
But this teacher, continuing in the same place, or, by courtesy,
having his certificate renewed each year without re-examination,
suddenly, to his astonishment, finds that he is no longer wanted.
He has been living on a reputation once well deserved, but the
improvements have gone on and left him behind. Re-examina-
tions from time to time would have been likely to have kept him
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fresh in his knowledge and made him aware of the necessity for
advance in study and methods. Certainly, in this light, re-ex-
amination is as much for the protection of the teacher as of
the schools.
But it is sometimes set forth as an especial hardship and
degradation in these re-examinations that they must go before
those to whom they may fairly and modestly hold themselves
superior in knowledge. That may be true ; no doubt it is often
true, that the examined is the superior of the examiners, that he
can do what they cannot. Nevertheless such men may have,
and often do have, a superior power of criticism. It is no unu-
sual thing for men to be able to say how a thing oiight to be
done, though they cannot do it themselves. Men are often good
judges of work which they cannot do. Some may train others
to win in races and games which they could never win them-
selves. We have admirable critics of Shakespeare and Milton
who would be unable to construct a single scene in a drama
or compose a Miltonic verse. Ruskin is an authority in art for
all English-speaking people, he makes and mars reputations in
all art, yet we have no picture, no statue, from his hand. Prob-
ably he cannot paint a picture or carve a statue worthy of atten-
tion as a great work of art. So, men of limited attainments in
scholarship, men who could not keep a district school with any
notable success, may, nevertheless, be good judges of the quali-
fications of teachers. I have known men of this class, whose
judgment I would rather have in these matters than that of
some others of a hundred times more scholarship. It is very
true that it is desirable to have the best of qualifications in
examiners, but, from the nature of the case, these highest quali-
fications cannot ahvays be secured. I think, that these re-exami-
nations, imperfect as they undoubtedly often are, are better than
none at all, and that, for the reasons given above, no teacher,
however great his attainments and experience may be, ought to
feel any humiliation when called upon to submit to them. It is
his opportunity, if he knows how to improve it. If it satisfies his
examiners, it also calls for confidence in him, at the very begin-
ning of his work. It is likely to save him from resting in pre-
vious attainment and falling behind in the march of improve-
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ments. I do not think they deserve all the satire and sarcasm
which have been bestowed upon them.
GOOD MANNERS. PERSONAL NEATNESS.
Good manners, neatness in dress, and cleanness in person are,
to a certain extent, praiseworthy. But the lack of these quali-
ties is more positively injurious. Perhaps we should not com-
mend very warmly the boy or girl whose neatness was manifest,
but we should have a more positive feeling of dislike towards
those whose manners were uncouth and whose persons were
dirty, I have always advocated the teaching of these things in
our public schools. Scholars should be taught good manners,
neatness, and cleanness. They should be required not to be
boorish and uncouth. They should be taught to observe the
usual forms of good society, to pay proper attention to personal
cleanliness. All these things are important as having a bearing
on the scholar's success in life.
No school-room is complete in necessary furniture, unless it
has facilities for washing the hands and face, combing the hair,
and brushing the clothes. And it should be the duty of the
teacher to see that no scholar remains in the school-room who
has failed to pay proper attention to these matters. After being
sent out a few times to wash faces and hands, and comb their
hair, scholars will learn to be attentive to their persons ; a habit
will be formed which will influence them through life.
A main reason why these points should be insisted upon in
the school-room is this : many scholars will only learn and prac-
tice these requirements of society in the school-room. No atten-
tion is paid to them in their homes. Faces and hands go
unwashed, and hair uncombed, for days. And the only place
where children from such homes are likely to acquire right ideas
of these minor social morals is the school-room. It is an impor-
tant part of education, which ought not anywhere to be neglected.
These implements of cleanliness are not costly, and should no
more be left out in furnishing a school-room than blackboards
or anything else usually deemed necessary.
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DIVISION OF ONE FRACTION BY ANOTHER.
Probabl}' there is no point in arithmetical operations which is
so misty in the minds of scholars (and teachers) as the ordinary-
rule for dividing one fraction by another ; viz., " Invert the divi-
sor and proceed as in multiplication." It is unfortunate that
such an expedient ever found its way into our arithmetics. Its
effect has been to confuse and mislead all the generations from
that time. This overturning of the divisor has invested a very
simple matter with clouds and darkness. Teachers, basing their
explanations on this bare mechanical expedient or at least hav-
ing to take it into the account, are likely to confuse and befog
their scholars. I think it indispensable to a clear understand-
ing of this operation that this expedient should be banished from
our text-books. The generation which never hears of this rule
is the one likely to understand clearly the whole matter.
The scholar is early taught that division is the reverse of mul-
tiplication. He finds the rule for the multiplication of one frac-
tion by another to be : Multiply the numerators together for a
new numerator, and the denominators for a new denominator.
When he comes to the division of one fraction by another, he
naturally expects, and has good reason to expect, that the rule
will be : Divide the numerator of the dividend by the numerator
of the divisor, and the denominator of the dividend by the de-
nominator of the divisor. He knows that "| X f = |g^. If,
now, you ask him to reverse the process and divide |^ by f, if
he knows nothing about the rule he will say, I must undo what
I did before
; 3 goes in 2 1 7 times, and 5 goes in 40 8 times,
which will be |^. It is manifest, that he has divided the fraction
in this simple, natural way, correctly, and without that mystery
of overturning the divisor, which lies in wait in the rule to invest
him with well-nigh impenetrable fogs.
And what an intelligent boy would naturally do, if he was led
in this way, should be given as the rule for dividing one fraction
by another; viz.. Divide the numerator of the dividend by the
numerator of the divisor, and the denominator of the dividend
by the denominator of the divisor.
Of course there will be cases in which such a division cannot
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be made without a remainder. For illustration : I "r- f. If
the division were carried on as the rule indicates, we should have
this result, —^. This would be inconvenient. But our intelligent
boy has already learned, that the nuQierator may be divided, in
effect, by multiplying the denominator, and that the denominator
may be divided by multiplying the numerator. So we direct him
in the example above, ^ -~ |, to divide 7, the numerator of the
dividend, by multiplying the denominator 8 by 5, the numerator
of the divisor, and he will have 40 as the denominator of the
quotient. Then next we direct him to divide the denominator 8
of the dividend by multiplying its numerator 7 by the denomi-
nator 6 of the divisor, and he will have 42 as the numerator of
the quotient, and his whole result is ||. These steps are plain
and simple. They involve nothing new to the scholar who has
reached this point. If he has comprehended what has been
taught up to this point, a few moments will be sufficient to make
him understand all there is in dividing one fraction by another,
a point which there is abundant reason to believe nine-tenths of
our scholars (and teachers ? ) do not reach.
Why should not the rule for dividing one fraction by another
be?—
I. Divide the numerator and denominator of the dividend
by the numerator and denominator of the divisor respectively,
when it can be done without a remainder.
II. Otherwise, multiply the numerator of the dividend by the
denominator of the divisor for the numerator of the quotient,
and multiply the denominator of the dividend by the numerator
of the divisor for the denominator of the quotient.
DIVISION OF FRACTIONS.
D. C. ALLEN, SUPERINTENDENT OF UNION DISTRICT, CONCORD.
Dear Sir,— In reply to your verbal inquiry regarding the
method of teaching the " division of fractions " in our schools,
permit me to submit the following :—
So large a portion of our pupils leave school before they have
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mastered successfully the fundamental processes of arithmetic
as applied to integers, and fractions common ai^l decimal, as to
suggest the adoption of the practice of teaching arithmetic as
the art of computation, leaving its study as a science for the
higher grades.
By teaching the Aow and leaving the 7o/iy for the time being,
our pupils become very familiar with the processes. In order
to secure the best results, we are inclined to unite all processes,
when possible, under one simple rule, instead of recognizing
slight distinctions and requiring a rule for each.
For the above reasons, we practice combining all possible
cases in division of fractions under one general rule. In all the
arithmetics with which I am familiar, separate rules are given
for dividing a fraction by an integer, an integer by a fraction,
and a fraction by a fraction
;
yet I am aware that the practice
of combining as above suggested is favored by many superior
teachers.
I suggest the following general rule :—
Reduce mixed numbers and integers to improper fractions.
Reduce both dividend and divisor to fractions having a com-
mon denominator ; then divide the numerator of the dividend
by the numerator of the divisor.




1 _!_ 3 .
8 • 1 '
reduce to a common denominator and write equals under each
other, and we have
f -T- ^^- = 7 divided by 24, or ^j.
Divide 6 by f
.
Process 6
5J. = 54 divided by 5, or \*- = io|, Ans
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4 • 8 '
2 2 divided by 29, or of , Ans.
At first, the pupils practice writing down the common denomi-
nator, but, after the process has become familiar, finding that
the denominators are not used, they only write the numerators.
In making this abridgment in expressing the work, it is advisable
to remind them of the "principle of division" which they have
previously learned, that "multiplying both dividend and divisor
by the same number does not alter the value of the quotient."
In these cases, multiplying both by a number equal to the com-
mon denominator removes the denominators, leaving both divi-
dend and divisor integers, to be divided as integers are divided.
The many advantages of combining all possible cases under
one rule are too evident to need mention. One important one
is, it dispenses with the rule for inverting the divisor, a difiicult
rule to be explained understandingly by the average teacher to
the average pupil.
It is objected to by some as the " long " way, in all cases.
This is readily granted. A careful observation reaching back
over a period of nearly thirty years, provoked by an excited dis-
cussion of the subject at first, convinces me that the so-called
contractions will be found possible in one out of about twenty-
five examples as they come up in practice. The " long way "
is, therefore, the only way in twenty-four of the cases, and might
as well be the way in the other case. Besides, it seems early
enough to look after the "short cuts, " or "ways across lots, "
when one has become thoroughly familiar with the " lay of the
land."
Yet, if desirable,— which I doubt,— the contractions can be
taught with as much profit and to an equal extent in connection
with this general rule as with either or all of those usually given.
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Illustration,— It is required to divide 12 b)' f.x
Process: 12 -f- |,
JL2_ _!_ 3 .
1 • 5 '
canceling like factors from both numerators, we have
4 _:_ 1
\ 5'
^ ^ i = 20, Ans.
canceling like factors from both numerators, we have
• 2
100 • 1'











I -^ 1^ = 6, Ans.
So much for the general rule. A word about " inverting the
divisor." It seems to me that the main object is so to arrange
the fractions as to make the rule for multiplying a fraction by a
fraction applicable to cases in division. If this is true, and if
the uniformity is desirable, why not secure it in another way ?
Instead of having this general rule for division of fractions,—
" Invert the terms of the divisor and proceed as in multiplica-
tion," why not give the following for all possible cases in 7)iulti-
plication offractions 1 Invert the terms of one of the factors and
proceed as in division. Would it be any more difficult to ex-
plain the reason of one than of the other? Would there not be
a point gained in favor of uniformity by adopting the rule sug-
gested, if either } In all cases in adding, subtracting, multiply-
ing, and dividing fractions, it would be necessary to reduce them
15
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to a common denominator, and add, subtract, or divide their numer-
ators.
If compelled to choose between the two, I should prefer to
invert one factor in multiplication. Since not compelled so to
choose, I prefer to combine all possible cases of multiplication
of fractions under one rule, and all possible cases of division of
fractions under another, — both easily explained, readily under-
stood and practiced.
In conclusion, you will permit me to express the hope that
the arithmetic-makers will soon find pleasure and profit in unit-
ing all kindred processes instead of giving us labored subdivis-
ions, and distinctions without differences.
A WAY TO TEACH THE MULTIPLICATION TABLE.
The superintendent saw it done in a rural school-house many
years ago. It is a good way. The numbers are written upon
the black-board in this manner : —
I
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NEW-HAMPSHIRE COURT RULE FOR CASTING INTEREST.
Some three thousand copies of this rule, as explained and
illustrated by William M. Chase, Esq., were printed from the pages
of the report, and distributed among the schools of the state.
Probably at no time in the schools of the state has interest
been so generally and thoroughly studied as in the past year.
Scholars and teachers became deeply interested in the subject.
Problems were constructed to test the completeness of the rule,
often by those learned in the law. Sometimes schools in differ-
ent towns exchanged answers to the same problems ; so that, in
one way and another, the subject was thoroughly studied in the
public schools. Some of the academies also supplied them-
selves with copies of the rule, and took up the subject with
enthusiasm.
In the fall, the superintendent accompanied the state board
of agriculture in their visit to Coos county, and, by their cour-
tesy, was permitted to address audiences gathered for their own
objects, upon matters pertaining to education. These meetings
were generally well attended by the class of persons who are
most deeply concerned in the success of the public schools. The
superintendent feels confident that he did no harm to the agri-
culture of the state, and hopes that he did something for educa-
tion.
In the spring, at the invitation of Rev. J. H. Larry, principal
of the School of Practice at Wilmot Center, the superintendent
met a class of students who proposed to teach, with others from
the neighborhood, and made such suggestions as he thought
likely to aid them in their work as teachers. The class certainly
deserved credit for the interest and patience which they mani-
fested for many hours.
SUGGESTIONS ABOUT TEACHING.
MISS JOSEPHINE E. HODGDON, PRINCIPAL OF RUMFORD GRAMMAR SCHOOL, CONCORD.
The child is born a philosopher. His greatest desire is to
learn. Questioning about every thing, he compels every one he
meets to teach him. Transferring himself and his investigations
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often enough to call into action different faculties in rotation,
he fatigues no one of them. But mark this : interest is kept
alive by action. During the sermon he wisely sleeps. Compel
him to sit still or to follow one line of action until he is tired,
then try to urge him further, and notice the result.
That he is eager to do and to know, that he is eminently prac-
tical in his method and is successful, the vast amount of knowl-
edge acquired during his first four years proves. Yet this period
covers the weakest stage of intellectual development. But why
should the pupil be bright, active, intelligent, or, in one word,
practical, only during the early and later years of life .-' The
efforts, spasmodic or constant, made to awaken an interest, with
results small in proportion to efforts put forth, take for granted
a period of intellectual inactivity. Does the physical or mental
make-up account for this almost Rip Van Winkle sleep ? or
must we conclude that we put the pupil to sleep by artificial
means, that we may awaken him by the same ? If the complaint
is well founded that the combined efforts of the allies,— board of
education, superintendent, supervisors, teachers, and parents,—
with the appliances now used, do not produce so satisfactory
results as nature's own method, are we not justified in changing
our course at once, especially in our common and graded
schools ?
No one now can claim the honor of being pioneer in this work
of teaching founded on natural principles, but all can aid in re-
ducing to universal practice what has been solved and proved
by special schools. In these, neither eye, hand, nor ear is
denied its proper use, and no one suffers by bearing the other's
burdens. All small children have not the privilege of a " child
garden ; " all older ones cannot attend the one school at New
Bedford ; all cannot attend the school of technology ; all do not
fit for commercial or professional life ; all young ladies do not
prepare for any special work ; and very few can attend the sum-
mer schools : yet all do need and should have the best general
education possible. In this there is no difference of opinion.
Where, then, lies the difficulty ? The teacher's reply is a two-
edged sword, cutting both ways, those in authority and the people
falling under the remorseless blow, — the former, for devising
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and sustaining a tread-mill system, involving inconsistent, dicta-
torial supervision, allowing teachers to be only the cogs of the
wheels, and burdening them with an overplus of pupils, and
duties whose performance is an impossibility ; the latter for
requiring labor without co-operation or sufficient compensation.
On the other hand, we learn that teachers are neither willing nor
qualified ; they are " in the ruts," and will only " make con-
fusion worse confounded " of any method with good sense for
its foundation, requiring heart and brain power in its execution.
Can poor teaching conducted on true principles be worse than
poor teaching conducted on unwise principles ? The charge of
ignorance, indifference, and incompetency has been rolled from
door to door until, like the snow-ball, it has become mountain-
ous, and will remain an obstacle to progress, until the right of
way is demanded, and sufficient heat evolved for its dissolution.
Wherever the fault lies, the most reasonable logic leads us to
conclude that the first steps towards removing the difficulties
must be taken by the teachers. Restrictions by arbitrary regu-
lations are oftener fancied than real. Indeed, many vicious
customs have crept into the school-room through lack of vigilant
supervision. The keeping pupils confined at desks during the
whole school session is one of them. By so doing, one of
nature's most rigid rules is violated, and she makes no excep-
tions among offenders against her laws. When teachers show a
willingness to submit their practical observations for the theoret-
ical investigation of those whose prerogative it is to advise, then
will appear the dawn of a brighter day. Men everywhere rever-
ence success, and school officials are no exception.
By teaching according to the progressive principles of the
more advanced systems, we shall surely achieve success, and, by
that success, compel the adoption of these systems,and, inevitably,
secure the due reward of our labors. The quality of the " bricks
made without straw " will more surely command due recognition
than years of croakings and complaints. When we practice
what we so readily admit in theor}', and vigorous action in the
school-room takes the place of mental narcotics, material nar-
cotics \\\\\ die a natural death.




practice without either of them is blind."
Teaching founded on the recognition of these truths is not novel
and untried. There are guides who have already explored the
way and who stand ready to lead us in the proper path. " The
wisdom of twenty centuries " has given us the clew to the " sci-
ence of childhood." It is cowardly for us, the heirs of all the
ages, to fail to follow out this clew. Consistent, persistent,
united work will accomplish the desired results.
The intellectual development of a child can be carried on
with as little inconvenience to himself as his physical, if mental
food be supplied in proper quantities and of suitable quality.
" Little and often fills the purse " is an old proverb, suggestive
of a modern one applicable to the brain. Some one says it is
folly to attempt to teach a child at six what he will learn in
spite of us at eight. It is equal folly to torture him and our-
selves by attempting to teach him, at any age, what is beyond
his comprehension, when there is so much that can be learned
correctly and with advantage on/y during early years. Testing
the knowledge should be so imperceptibly combined with the
teaching as to be an unconscious process to the pupil.
We should avail ourselves of the concrete when possible, for
few can give to the abstract the interest of the concrete. To do
so always affords a solid starting-point from which we can reason
to the abstract and back again, until familiar with the way.
Since the perceptive faculties are the first to develop, they
should be used as an aid in educating the reflective. The most
grievous punishment is to forbid a child to learn. He works
most zealously when he thinks he is accomplishing most. We
ought, therefore, in teaching any one branch or subject, to make
it embrace as many cognate ideas as possible without losing
sight of the primary object. By so doing, this desire to learn is
gratified, the attention is stimulated, and all the faculties of the
mind are kept on the alert and ready for use.
Thus, in a spelling lesson, we can give a wholesome direction
to all the pupil's reading, and accomplish something in increasing
general knowledge, by putting the principal words of some inter-
esting fact on the blackboard, supplementing this arrangement by
briefly stating the fact. After the spelling has been learned, the
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pupil may incorporate the words in a sentence or sentences of
his own. Tlie statements can be preserved as a partial basis of
the next lesson in grammar, when the pupil may, by parsing, test
the grammatical construction of his own composition. This
will be a valuable help in speaking and writing, and teach him
the practical value of correct grammatical knowledge. Pupils
who learn spelling more readily than others can look up addi-
tional information, enabling them to write fuller and more elab-
orate sentences. As an illustration, suppose the teacher state
the following fact : —
The history of light-houses dates from a very early period.
Beacons to aid mariners were, from remote antiquity, common
on the shores of the Mediterranean, the Archipelago, the Bos-
phorus, and the Red Sea ; and the famous Pharos of Alexandria
— whence the French and Italian name of light-house is derived
— was accounted one of the seven wonders of the world. The
dimensions of this building are not known. According to
Josephus, the light was visible about forty English miles.


















Reading and writing may be made real, consequently satisfac-
tory to the pupil's mind, by being used as a means instead of
an end, and may be so connected with the spelling and gram-
mar as to be the collector and preserver of that portion of gen-
eral information which is so useful in one's home-made encyclo-
pedia. As a walk for some definite object really benefits the
health more than when taken for the latter purpose solely, so
any mental effort pursued in the same way tones up the mind
with a like beneficial result. The child, practical as far as he is
allowed to be, does not realize why he should speak distinctly
words that all are beholding in their readers and that convey to
232 Superintendent' s Report.
his own mind nothing new. But let him read for the purpose of
gaining information and imparting the same to others, and he
makes himself as well understood as his former habits of read-
ing will allow.
Writing after a copy, only at certain appointed times, usually
results in each succeeding line being less like the copy than the
first. Having the copy on a slip, and moving it as the work
proceeds, does not obviate the difficulty. Too much writing is
done carelessly and without the copy. Good writing, as well as
good manners, must be acquired by constant practice. When-
ever the pupil writes any school exercise, he should have the
copy before him, mindful that " Whatever is worth doing at all
is worth doing well." All the letters in the alphabet can be
arranged on one sheet, singly and in combination. The regular
writing exercise may consist of the final copying of suitable se-
lections made from the facts, quotations, and all the different
subjects touched upon in the spelling, elaborated in the gram-
mar, gathered in the reading, thus forming the different
volumes of notes, worthy of preservation because useful for
reference.
In the study of geography and history, which are inseparably
connected, a syllabus of topics is an invaluable help. The
pupil may then learn how to find information in different books
;
and a comparison of the results of this search fixes the knowl-
edge indelibly in his mind. The sequence of events given in a
syllabus will teach him something of the philosophy of history.
All know the aid imparted by map-drawing (if drawn on a globe
it would be more successful than on a flat surface), imaginary
journeys, sight-seeing from tops of mountains, tracing the river
with crayon when describing its course ; and we have added to
the list the letter-writing so vividly illustrated by Mrs. Hopkins
in the April Frimary Teacher.
Arithmetic may be robbed of its numberless terms by unifying
the processes, and by teaching the art, at least, in a concrete
way, by applying every operation to some specific object. Ex-
perience proves that pupils who work in fractions very well
when "doing the sums " stumble badly when they find them in
real work. "The circles of knowledge commence close around
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a child." When 4 is to be mukiplied by 3, let the work be ap-
plied to a board 4 feet long and 3 feet wide ; and, after success-
fully managing these numbers, let the dimensions of a board be
4 feet 6 inches long and 3 feet wide ; then 4.5 x3, 4.5x3.5, 4/^x3,
4^2 X3/4. Let the pupil learn multiplication in all its applica-
tions, but understand that it is still multiplication. Let the
work be real, whatever it is, commencing with objects close
around the child, which he can hold in the hand ; after which
he may deal with dimensions that he can only see, as the area
of the walls of the room. He may take advance steps, as fast
as he is able, by bringing into the school-room practical work,
and going out of the school-room to do practical work.
This kind of work requires a great amount of preparation on
the part of the teacher ; but there is a satisfaction in the mind
of both teacher and pupil that renders the fatigue healthy, in-
stead of that sickly weariness so constantly haunting one when
repressing, instead of guiding, has been the daily occupation ;
for, "if the brain sow not corn, it will plant thistles."
EXTRACTS FROM REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF THE STATE NORMAL
SCHOOL.
It is sometimes well to compare our methods of labor and
the results with those of others similarly situated, that we may
gather valuable information and a new stimulus to our zeal for
the prosecution of our own duties and responsibilities.
From the report of the commissioner of education for 1875,
we gather the following facts and statistics with regard to the
number and condition of the normal schools of the different
states of the Union. The appropriations given below are for
the yearly expenses of the several schools, and do not, in most
instances, if in any, cover the special grants for building pur-
poses. Later returns would doubtless be more complete, but
they are not accessible to us at the present time, with the ex-
ception of those from Maine, New Hampshire, and Indiana,
which are given for the current year.
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No. of Schools.
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$5,000 to another. Mississippi, $4,500 to each, and New Hamp-
shire, $5,000 to its one, school. New York averages about
$18,000 to each school; Massachusetts, about $14,000; while
the state normal university of Illinois receives $29,987.
A few extracts from reports of superintendents of education
"will show the estimation in which normal instruction is held in
different sections of our country. From the report for the city
of San Francisco, we gather the following : " It must be pain-
fully apparent to any one visiting our lower-grade classes, that
experience and fitness have been ignored in the selection of
many of the instructors in our elementary schools. In many of
the classes, it will be difficult to distinguish, from the size, appear-
ance, and character, between the teacher and the pupils. Under
the plea, that none but California girls, educated in our public
schools, should be elected to any position, we have discouraged
the immigration of the better class of experienced teachers from
other sections of the country. This Chinese policy of exclusive-
ness, which shuts us out from the march of progress of the older
institutions of other countries, is dwarfing our system of instruc-
tion and rendering us provincial and unprogressive. It is fill-
ing our schools with young and inexperienced teachers, who
should spend several years at some normal school to obtain the
first rudiments of a professional training."
The report of the commissioner of schools for Georgia con-
tains the following pertinent suggestions : " It is needless to
say that money paid to an incompetent teacher is poorly ex-
pended. In extreme cases of incompetency, the money so
expended is absolutely wasted, and this is not the worst part of
the evil. Mental habits are sometimes formed by pupils under
such instructors which result in absolute and often permanent
damage. Besides, modes of teaching and discipline have been
much studied of late years, and every intelligent educator knows
that great advances have been made in these respects. . . .
The want of well-qualified teachers for our white schools has
been much felt. The want of the white schools in this respect,
however, is small in comparison to that of the colored schools.
It has been impracticable to put colored schools in operation at
all in some places, in consequence of the lack of competent
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instructors. We shall not succeed in commending our public
schools to the confidence of an intelligent public till the state
takes some steps to supply the want of which I have been speak-
ing. I therefore recommend that an annual appropriation of
$10,000 be made for establishing two normal schools for whites,
one to be located in the northern, and the other in the southern,
portion of the state, and that the law making an appropriation
of $8,000 to Atlanta University be repealed, and that, in lieu
thereof, $10,000 be annually appropriated for establishing a
normal school for colored pupils."
The following is taken from the report of the superintendent
of public instruction for the state of Indiana : " The greatest
need of the schools is thoroughly trained teachers. They need
men and women who are not only right-minded, pure-hearted,,
and intelligent, but who have been prepared for their work by a
course of systematic study and practice. I think our normal
school affords superior advantages for this needed preparation.
This school educates, of course, but a small proportion of the
teachers required for the state, but its influence reaches hun-
dreds of teachers who never enter its walls. It is sending out
into our cities and larger towns students who, through the influ-
ence "of better methods, and by normal work in township and
county institutes, lead their associates to a higher standard of
excellence."
Kentucky reports the need of a normal school as very much
felt. Ohio has no state institution, but four of her principal
cities support training-schools as a part of their city system,
which they regard as of incalculable benefit to the schools at
large, and as indispensable to the success of their school sys-
tem.
Of New York we are told : "There are in the state at pres-
ent, and in a flourishing condition, eight normal schools, estab-
lished by the state for the purpose of preparing young men and
women to enter the common schools well qualified as teachers.
The best evidence that these schools are succeeding in the work
for which they were established is to be found in the fact, that
they have overcome the determined opposition which they had
to encounter, and that, to-day, they are towers of strength in the
educational svstem of the state."
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Of the school in Rhode Island it is reported : " This normal
school, while fitting teachers for schools of higher grade, espe-
cially aims to prepare for teaching schools of the primary, inter-
mediate, and grammar grades. It is a state institution, and, it
is believed, can be of more service to the cause of education
by providing excellent teachers for the elementary schools than
in any other way, as, in these, the great majority of pupils will
always be found."
The state report of Wisconsin has the following in regard to
its normal schools: "These schools, now four in number, are
enjoying great prosperity, and performing, in their sphere, a
work of incalculable value to the commonwealth Their
influence is now widely extended, reaching nearly every county,
and their popularity fills their halls with eager students, even
beyond the capacity of the buildings and faculties. Hence
frequent enlargements have, from time to time, been rendered
necessary." If ample means alone can render schools flourish-
ing, then these schools of Wisconsin ought to bear abundant
fruit. The amount of normal-school productive funds, derived
from the sale of lands set apart for their support, was, in 1875,
$976,364; the normal-school income fund for the same year
amounted to $149,719.
We might multiply these extracts till they became wearisome,
but enough have been given for our purpose of showing the
views entertained by the diverse sections of our common coun-
try on this subject. These extracts have been purposely selected
from localities wide apart and differing as much as possible
in their surroundings and in their social status ; they are from
the old states and the new, from the free and from those that
were but lately fettered by slavery. In those from which we
have quoted and in those we have omitted, we find no word of
distrust or of condemnation of the propriety of the professional
training of teachers in schools established and maintained for
that specific, purpose. In one instance, the regret is expressed
that the schools of a state have not accomplished as much as
they would have done had they been held strictly to profes-
sional work, instead of yielding a little to opposition and preju-
dice ; and the opinion is decidedly given, that the time for yield-
ing to such prejudice, ^if ever proper, is now passed.
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It does not follow because a public measure is popular that
it is necessarily wise or beneficial ; but, before condemning an
enterprise in which is expended more than half a million of
money annually in the United States, it would seem to be the
part of wisdom for the opponents of such expenditures to in-
form themselves more particularly with regard to the subject in
all its bearings.
In the report of last year, we asked of your honorable body
no appropriation for our school, leaving it to your good judg-
ment to decide what was justly due the cause. This year we
feel compelled, in view of the embarrassing circumstances to
which the board is subjected by the want of a fixed yearly ap-
propriation, to respectfully request of you to put this normal
school on a sure and substantial foundation, so that its mana-
gers may know upon what resources to depend, if it is to be
continued as a state institution. We trust you will be disposed
to give the subject that consideration which its importance
demands and will make such appropriations as shall be deemed
sufficient to meet the obvious and pressing wants of the schooL
The assurance of an annual income of five thousand dollars
would, we think, place the school on a good basis for future
work ; contingencies might arise requiring a larger sum for some
specific purpose, but, for the ordinary expenses, leaving no mar-
gin for needless ornament or waste, the above-named sum is
deemed sufficient by those most familiar with its operations and
needs.
It is a question for the citizens of New Hampshire to decide,
whether they will keep abreast with the spirit of the age in the
educational field. If our public schools cannot be elevated, so
that they shall stand on a common level with those of the other
states all about us, we need not marvel nor repine, if heads of
families, having children to educate, shall regard " New Hamp-
shire as a good state to emigrate from." The business of emi-
gration has occupied our people, already, too extensively for the
common weal ; it is suicidal to aid it by withholding more than
is meet of the children's bread.
The normal school has been kindly made the recipient of
valuable and timely donations from its friends the past year.
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A. B. Closson, Esq., of Franklin, presented it with an ingenious
collection of more than one hundred and fifty specimens of
wood, neatly mounted upon a black-walnut stand. William F.
York, Esq., of Nashua, donated a box of minerals, some of
them very rare ; and the secretary of the interior, at the instance
of Hon. H. W. Blair, sent a valuable package of books, — for
which they have received the grateful acknowledgments of the
trustees. Other valuable gifts, we are informed, are awaiting a
place for their reception.
That the work of the school is appreciated and that there is
a growing demand for normal methods of instruction is appar-
ent from the fact, that, of the three thousand five hundred and
forty-six teachers in the state, as shown by the superintendent's
report for 1S77, two hundred and ninety-five, or about one-
twelfth, were from normal schools ; this is a larger number by
eighty-one than the whole number of graduates from our school.
These teachers were distributed in one hundred and twenty-six
towns of the state, or in more than one-half.
As has already been intimated, the school is steadily growing
in public interest and favor. By a reference to the catalogue
appended to this report, it will be seen, that, during the seven
years since the establishment of the school, thirty-three pupils
have graduated from the second course, and two hundred and
nineteen from the first, making a yearly average from both
courses of thirty-six, and a total of two hundred and fifty-two.
The last class of graduates numbers thirty-seven lady pupils,
six from the second course and thirty-one from the first. All of
this number have availed themselves of the provision of the state
offering free tuition to graduates giving personal pledges to
teach in the state for the requisite period. The amount of
tuition refunded is four hundred and ninety-two dollars and fifty
cents.
The classes are characterized by greater maturity and better
scholarship than in the first years of the school, a result which
has been the desire and aim of the teachers and friends of the
school from the commencement. The standard of qualification
for graduation has been raised by those having the subject in
charge ; and, also, the time of this examination changed from
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the closing week of school to an earlier period, thus giving
more time for thorough work. The examination of the grad-
uating classes this year took place on the twenty-fifth and
twenty-sixth of April, and was not public, being conducted
solely by the principal, supervisor, and superintendent of public
instruction, as authorized by law.
The result of the past year's labors has, on the whole, been
satisfactory and full of encouragement to the managers of the
school ; and, although conscious of not having yet reached so
high a degree of merit as could be desired, yet we trust there
has been a commendable progress in the right direction and a
steady purpose to attain a higher standard of excellence in the
future.
The following are the board of trustees of the state normal
school :
—
Hon. Royal H. Porter, President
Rev. King S. Hall, Secretary
His Excellency B. F. Prescott
Rev. Charles A. Downs, Supt. Pub.
Clinton S. Averill, Esq,
Hon. Hazen Bedel .
William M. Chase, Esq.
P. Brainard Cogswell, Esq.
Joseph G. Edgerly, A. M.
Edward L. Goddard, Esq.
Rev. Howard F. Hill
Charles A. Jewell, Esq.
Hon. John D. Lyman .
Benjamin M. Mason, Esq.
Charles W. Pickering, Esq.
Rev. George B. Spalding .
Charles F. Stone, Esq.
Charles M. Whittier, Treasurer























Born November i, 1817, at Hancock, N. H. Died March 4,
1S78, at New London, N. H., aged sixty years.
Few men have had greater influence upon public education in
the state than Prof. Knight. For about forty years he was a
teacher, first in the district school, afterwards in the academies
at New Hampton and New London. From the first he was
connected with the county institutes. As a mathematician, he
had hardly a superior in the state. Though he had no occasion
to teach the higher mathematics in the ordinary course of study,
yet he made himself familiar with them, being at the expense
to import books which he could not obtain at home. His men-
tal constitution was that of a teacher. Though he could readily
grasp the most abstruse principles of the science, he neverthe-
less taught enthusiastically primary principles and operations.
While little was above his reach, he despised nothing below him.
He seemed to teach arithmetic with as much pleasure as the
more advanced studies. He did not forget that what was easy
to him might be hard to his pupils. He could take long steps,
but was ready to accommodate his steps to those who were
weaker. He saw eveiy truth and principle with clearness, and
so was able to make them clear to others. He never was hap-
pier than when he had a class ready to learn and he found a
blackboard and chalk. It was sometimes doubtful whether the
greater part of the problem was on the board or on his gar-
ments, for, if no eraser was at hand, his sleeve or the skirts of
his coat were made to do the service. No one can have a true
idea of the man who has not seen him at the blackboard, his
garments and his face covered with chalk, and his eyes blazing
with enthusiasm.
From the fact that he taught in academies chiefly, and in
teachers' institutes, he had a wide influence over the common
schools, for, from these sources, the teachers of the state mainly
acquired their knowledge and preparation. During his life he
had many hundreds of pupils, who re-imparted the knowledge
and. the methods received from him, thus lifting up to a higher
plaiie the teaching in common schools.
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A prominent excellence in his teaching was his attention to
principles. It was not enough, in his view, to make plain the
rule and instruct his pupils in all operations under the rule,
but he made manifest the principles upon which the rule was
founded. He was ready to give a reason for everything ; he
required it of his scholars even in the smallest things. Arith-
metic, algebra, geometry, acquired under his teaching, became
almost new sciences to the learner. Probably these and the
like branches have never been better taught in New Hampshire
than Prof. Knight taught them.
His mind was strictly mathematical, but the coldness, the
strictness, the severity, of that science seem to have cast no
bonds upon his heart, as is often the case. Never was there a
kinder heart than his. He not only taught his pupils well, but
he interested himself in their welfare. He was equally ready
to solve a problem or do a kindness. He was not only a
teacher, but a friend, to his pupils. He not only imparted the
best instruction in studies to those preparing to teach, but, out of
his own experience, gave them good counsel for the manage-
ment of their schools.
For many years he suffered from a diseased heart, which
gradually sapped his physical strength. But, in his bodily weak-
ness, his mind remained clear and strong. His favorite pursuits
retained their ascendency to the last. It was a pleasant but
sad sight, to see him propped up with pillows, slate or paper in
hand, following out some problem or testing some newly sus-
pected relations of mathematical truths.
For some years past he had reason to think that each night
might be his last, but he was not afraid to die. He looked
upon death as the Christian man ought,— as full of solemnity, but
robbed of its terrors. With an unfaltering trust in his Redeemer,
he went forth from life calmly and peacefully.
LORENZO D. BARROWS, D. D.
REV. E. C. BASS, LEBANON.
In the death of Dr. Barrows, the state has lost an efficient
educator.
He was born in Windham, Vt., July i, 1817, and he died at
Plymouth, N. H., February 18, 1878.
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His scholastic training was limited to the district school and
the academy, but he was a student all his life. He was one of
the first to advocate the first theological seminary in the Meth-
odist Episcopal church, which was located at Concord, N. H.,
from 1846 to 1866, and then removed to Boston, Three years,
from 1856 to 1859, he was president of Pittsburgh (Pa.) Female
College. For several years he was trustee of Wesleyan Uni-
versity.
His principal work as an educator was in the New Hampshire
Seminary and Female College. While yet a young man, he was
one of a committee to locate that school, which is now doing its
good work at Tilton. He was also a life-long trustee of that in-
stitution. For six years he was its president,— from 1866 to
187 1, five years, and for the year in which he died.
As a teacher, he aimed at the broadest cultures He sought to
educate the whole man, to make the most and the best of his
students. He deemed that culture defective and dangerous
which is a stranger to morals and religion. He made the Bible
the book in the institution over which he presided.
By his influence and effort, the Tilton Seminary has a Ladd
professorship of Biblical instruction and moral culture. Our
whole commonwealth owes much to the memory of Dr. Barrows
for this one work of placing morality and religion in their true
relations to mental culture in this institution. It may become
his best monument,— the Bible in its right place in the curricu-
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